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Abstract 
 
This study develops a conceptualisation of the political cultures of the Chilean 
Socialist Party (PSCh) in order to understand and develop an explanation of 
the nomination of Michelle Bachelet as presidential candidate in 2005 which 
avoids the oversimplifications of existing approaches. At the theoretical level, 
political culture is defined from the collective action perspective 
conceptualising it as a framework for action (Elkin, 1993: 123). This political 
culture is formed by patterns for political participation which drive internal 
power relations between members and leaders.  The formation of these patterns 
is influenced by their social context which is mediated by groups of members 
and leaders in relation to their histories, experiences of critical historical 
junctures and ideological heritages. The conceptualisation developed thus links 
structure and agency in a way that enables a nuanced analysis of inter-party 
SRZHUUHODWLRQVKLSVDQGDJHQF\7KLVIRVWHUVDGHHSHUH[SODQDWLRQRI%DFKHOHW¶V
nomination and enables evaluation of its meaning for the party as an 
institution. It also help us to understand internal dynamics and contradictions 
than could be found in her nomination. 
 
I argue that the PSCh has historically had two political cultures whose relative 
balance of power within the party has shifted over time. The first which I name 
the institutional pattern is a normative pattern which frames political 
participation as libertarian, democratic and pluralistic. Currently it is the non-
dominant political culture to be found in the party bases. The second is the 
dominant party political culture which I name the practice pattern. This frames 
relationships between members and leaders from the perspective of co-
optation, authoritarianism and hegemony over decision-making. The formation 
of these political cultures has been influenced by the Chilean social context 
during three stages of party institutional development: Foundational (1933-
1956), the New Left (1956-1979), and Socialist Renewal (1979-2005).  The 
first political culture represented in the institutional pattern is formed during 
the Foundational stage, ZKHUH SROLWLFDO SDUWLFLSDWLRQ LV EDVHG RQ 3L]]RUQR¶V
system of solidarity and collective identification. The second political culture, 
  
 
 
represented by the practice pattern integrated ideas about discipline and 
obedience presented in the New Left stage but is reinforced during the 
6RFLDOLVW 5HQHZDO VWDJH ZKHQ SDUWLFLSDWLRQ VKLIWHG WR 3L]]RUQR¶V V\VWHP RI
interest and individual goals. These two political cultures define and delimit 
participation within the party, which is highly individualised. Membership and 
leadership participation is settled between factions, but also results in the 
presence of informal types of membership and leadership within the party. 
Factional membership and leadership is the attribute which legitimises a 
subject as party member. 
 
In %DFKHOHW¶V FDVH KHU SHUVRQD EULQJV WRJHWKHU WKHVH WZR FXOWXUHV GHVSLWH
increasing tensions between excluded sectors in the base and leadership of the 
party and the hegemonic leadership. The first institutional pattern played to an 
idea that her candidacy and nomination represented the inclusion of historical 
members as part of pluralism and democracy. The discontented base 
membership linked her persona with this pattern and supported her. However, 
as a faction leader and mandatario she also reinforced the elitist and 
hegemonic 'practice pattern' of participation, which resulted in strong 
GLVFLSOLQDU\UHODWLRQVKLSVFRPLQJIURPWKHIDFWLRQ¶VHOLWHLQRUGHUWRVHFXUHKHU
nomination. As a result, the elitist practice pattern was deepened due to the 
strengthening of authoritarianism, co-optation and hegemony within the party. 
This then helps us understand the fragility of party unity in support of her 
candidacy and the subsequent division of the party in 2010 when a coalition of 
the right was elected to power.  
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Introduction 
The Election of President Michelle Bachelet and the 
Political Culture of the Chilean Socialist Party 
 
 
 
 
In 2005 Michelle Bachelet, a female, a divorcee, single mother, agnostic and 
Marxist, was nominated as the presidential candidate of the Chilean Socialist 
Party-PSCh [Partido Socialista de Chile]. This was an unprecedented event in 
the history of the PSCh due to its tradition of male leadership which dates back 
to its emergence as an important political actor in Chilean politics in 1933. It 
was also significant in that it brought together a party that was on the verge of 
disintegration due to schisms between leaderships, groupings and discontent 
from the party bases. This thesis investigates the influence of the political 
cultures of the Chilean Socialist Party (PSCh) on the nomination of Bachelet in 
2005, which led in 2006 to her election as the first female president of Chile. I 
break down the concept of political culture by tracing the meanings given to 
patterns of political participation amongst members and leaders of the PSCh. 
Each pattern is made up of understandings regarding legitimate leadership, 
roles of members, ethics and practices of party organisation which are then 
articulated in differing ways and result in two clearly identifiable political 
cultures within the party. These political cultures frame the practices of 
political participation of leaders and members in the formal and informal 
institutions of the party. Thus this research looks at how political cultures 
frames actions which legitimise party members as well as how these political 
2 
 
 
 
cultures influence power relations of membership and leadership, including 
women at both the base and leadership levels. This then helps to explain the 
coming together of the party to support BDFKHOHW¶V FDQGLGDWXUH IRU WKH
presidency and also enables an evaluation of her election on the dynamics of 
political participation and power within the party. 
 
7KLVVWXG\XVHVDTXDOLWDWLYHDSSURDFKWRLQYHVWLJDWHKRZWKH36&K¶VSROLWLFDO
cultures impacted RQ%DFKHOHW¶VQRPLQDWLRQ,WVHHNVWRLGHQWLI\WKRVHSROLWLFDO
cultures and their influence on Bachelet's nomination as Socialist candidate in 
spite of the fact she was not one of the prominent leaders of the party or a 
prominent member of its national committee. This research takes an 
organisational approach to analyse the way in which political culture shapes 
political participation and power relations within the party. It looks at the 
members and leaders and the relationship between the two, with the 
assumption that understandings about legitimate power relations between 
PHPEHUVDQGOHDGHUVPRWLYDWHWKHSDUW\¶VFRQGXFW7KHUHIRUHSROLWLFDOFXOWXUH
is embedded in the form that political participation takes within the party. It 
will thus be suggested that, taken together, the institutional theories of political 
culture and political parties can help identify and conceptualise the political 
culture within a political party. In particular, an institutional theory of political 
parties and political culture will help to operationalise and research the concept 
RI SROLWLFDO FXOWXUH ZLWKLQ WKH 36&K DQG WR OLQN WKH SDUW\¶V SROLWLFDO FXOWXUHV
ZLWK%DFKHOHW¶VQRPLQDWLRQ 
 
The PSCh is a complex institution in which the membership shares common 
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values and beliefs but at the same time experiences both divisions among 
internal political tendencies and political conflicts. Party leaders and members 
share these political cultures which shape and frames power relations and 
internal political participation.  This study hypothesizes that political cultures 
had an influence on the nomination of Bachelet. It seeks to trace and map the 
political cultures in the party by identifying patterns of meanings about 
political participation found in a representative sample of members and leaders. 
,W FRQFHSWXDOLVHV KRZ SROLWLFDO FXOWXUHV DUH IRUPHG WKURXJK WKH SDUW\¶V
institutional development and how these then shape collective internal agency 
but are also shaped by that agency.  
 
Most research until now has been focused on the former military dictatorship 
(1973-1990) and its consequences within political parties and social 
movements, and the influence of the new political party system since 
democratisation on political party behaviour. Conversely, this thesis 
approaches the organisational study of a party by focusing on intraparty 
relations. This research contributes to the area of intra-party relations and the 
analysis of membership-leadership relations. It takes into account how 
membership and leadership frames their political action by meanings and ideas 
about power and participation. Those ideas and meanings come from life-
H[SHULHQFHV LGHRORJLFDO KHULWDJH DQG VROLGDULW\ WLHV VKDUHG E\ WKH SDUW\¶V
members. These elements interact with the broader socio-economic and 
political context within which the party has evolved and is particularly 
pertinent at key historical junctures such as the election to power of Allende in 
1970 and the coup d-Etat of 1973.  This context influence is found in the 
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SDUW\¶VQDUUDWLYHVDQGPHDQLQJVDQGLGHDVHPEHGGHd about power which shape 
political cultures. However, the relationship between context and internal 
political culture is not one-way in that class, experience and histories of 
solidarity shape how context is mediated by different groups of members and 
leaders. A focus on political culture in this way thus permits a complex 
understanding of the dynamics which explain party continuity and change as 
well as the dynamics of internal behaviour and internal party decisions. It 
provides new information about how socialist members and leaders frame their 
internal agency; how those meanings where developed, considering the 
&KLOHDQFRQWH[WKRZWKRVHSDWWHUQVLQIOXHQFHSDUW\¶VGHFLVLRQVDQGRXWFRPHV
and how those  patterns could explain contradictions and tensions found within 
WKHSDUW\SDUWLFXODUO\WKHGLYLVLRQRIWKHSDUW\DIWHU%DFKHOHW¶VIDLOHGDWWHPSWDW
re-election in 2010.  
  
The Chilean Socialist Party 
 
Political parties have had a decisive role in Chilean politics since Independence 
(1818); the liberal-conservative struggles that dominated politics in the 19th 
century were substituted by a 3-pole political schema in the 20th century 
constituted by Left, Centrist and Right wings (Salazar and Pinto, 1999: 249; 
Valenzuela, 1995).  These struggles influenced the establishment of left-wing 
parties in Chile, which emerged in relation to the appearance of the working 
class as a significant actor in the Chilean political system at the beginning of 
the twentieth century (Salazar and Pinto, 1999: 220). The Chilean Communist 
Party (PCCh) was established in 1912 and the PSCh in 1933. Chilean political 
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parties were banned after the 1973 military coup, but they remained important 
actors either clandestinely or in exile during this period. Both left parties de 
facto re-emerged in 1983, stimulating social mobilizations which led to the 
restoration of democracy in 1990. Since 1990 the party system was re-
organized into two main coalitions: a right-wing alliance that includes 
3LQRFKHW¶VVXSSRUWHUV1 and a centre and left-wing allLDQFHIRUPHGE\3LQRFKHW¶V
opponents, the Coalition of Political Parties for Democracy2 [Concertación de 
Partidos por la Democracia] (Angell, 2007; Collier and Sater, 1999). The 
Communist Party was excluded from these coalitions and lacked significant 
influence in the political system until 20083.   
 
 
The PSCh has performed an active role in gaining access for the middle and 
lower classes to elected posts (city mayors, deputies and senators) since 1933.  
Its emergence came out of a particular socio-economic and political 
configuration similar to that which marked the emergence of many labour-
based parties in the 20th century. The socio-economic bases of the Chilean 
context which impacted on the foundation of PSCh were defined by the 
                                                          
1
  Chilena right-wing parties are organised in the Alliance for Chile. This coalition is formed by 
National Renewal (Renovacion Nacional) and Independent Democratic Union (Union 
Democrata Independiente). The former was the former Conservative Party. The latter was 
formed by student leaders organised in Unionism (Gremialismo) during Salvador Allende 
administration. See Picazo Verdejo, 2003, pp330. 
 
2
  The Concert of Parties for Democracy is a four-party centre- and left-wing coalition 
integrated by the Christian Democracy Party, Party for Democracy, Radical Party and Chilean 
Socialist Party. 
 
3In 2008, the Chilean Communist Party established an agreement with the Concertación for 
2008 City Council elections and 2009 General elections. As a result, the PCCh elected 4 city 
mayors and 3 deputies. 
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development of the middle and urban lower classes as political actors4. Both 
these classes grew as a consequence of the export- oriented economic model 
developed in Chile until the beginning of the century5.  For example the rise of 
the mining sector aided the development of a strong union movement which 
became key elements of the social base of left wing-political parties in the 
country. Miners and urban workers became a relevant actor in terms of mass 
mobilization prior to the 1930s. An emerging middle class increased its 
political influence in opposition to the upper class. It was constituted by 
teachers, white-collar workers, bureaucrats, and small merchants (Oppenheim 
2007, 5). Political parties were able to institutionally channel such social 
organisation. The middle class was politically represented by the Radical 
Party6.   Urban workers and miners were initially represented by the Socialist 
Workers Party, formed in 1912, which was the forerunner of the PCCh. Since 
its foundation in 1922, the PCCh established strong linkages between factory 
workers and miners through the development of trade unions.  However, it was 
strongly criticised due to its links to the Soviet Union and the Third 
International (Collier and Sater 1998; Arrate 2003a; Jobet 1987).   As a 
                                                          
4
   By contrast, the agriculture was less developed than urban and miner sectors. The Chilean 
countryside was based on latifundios structured and peasant -landlord relationships (peon-
patron) dominate the social structure where peasants represented the bottom of the Chilean 
Society (Oppenheim 2007). 
 
5
   This model was inspired by the liberal ideas of laissez faire, and was based on the growth of 
the mining sector. Until the First World War, nitrate mines were predominant within the mining 
sector. After 1929 Depression, nitrate exploitation was replaced by the exportation of copper 
from mines owned by US investments. 
 
6
   The Radical party (PR) was formed in 1863 by former Liberal party members. The party 
represented anti-metropolis and anti-clerical ideas presented on Chilean society so it was 
linked with upper classes members who shared those ideas. It political support also was among 
middle class sectors, landowners and workers from nitrate mines. Over the 20th Century the 
party committed to industrialization and state interventionism so it became representative of 
middle and working class (Drake 1993,91). 
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consequence of the social conflicts coming from these two emerging classes, a 
new political system developed, characterised by a new constitution in 1925 
which established a strong presidency and two houses of the legislature. This 
constitution reinforced a multi-party system characterized as tripartite (right, 
centre and left) without a dominant force. These characteristics influenced the 
foundation of the PSCh. During its foundation stage, the PSCh differentiated 
itself from the PCCh, particularly in its membership which was multi-class, 
distinct from the more working-class social base of the PCCh.  
 
The PSCh came from different socialist groups: New Public Action; the 
Marxist Socialist Party; the Socialist Order; the Socialist Independent Party; 
and Socialist Revolutionary Action. The original groups had a strong middle-
class composition that would remain the main source of PSCh membership 
until 1956. During the period of 1939-1956 (the Popular Front period), the 
composition changed: middle-class membership accounted for 45%, while 
working class membership accounted for 55% (Pollack and Rosenkranz 1986, 
10-48). These figures changed from 1957 to 1973, by which time 70% of 
members were working-class, and 30% middle-class (Pollack and Rosenkranz 
1986, 10-  'XULQJ 3LQRFKHW¶V dictatorship, the PSCh split into several 
groups from 1979 to 1989 such as PSCh- Unitario; PSCh-Historico; PSCh-
Mandujano. However, two main factions grouped Chilean socialism during 
those years, Convergencia Socialista (named PSCh-Nuñez), and PSCh-
Almeyda. The PSCh-Almeyda remained closer to the Chilean Communists 
while the PSCh ±Nunez moved closer to the Christian Democracy Party and 
the Radical Party. The first group took part in the MDP (Democratic Popular 
8 
 
 
 
Movement) while the second one took part in the AD (Democratic Alliance).  
When democracy was restored in Chile in 1990, the PSCh was one of the 
pillars, along with the centrist Christian Democratic Party, of the Concertación 
which ruled from 1990 to 2010.  
 
Currently, the PSCh is a branch-organised party with 245 local branches across 
Chile. The internal committees are a more relevant structure of the PSCh. 
These committees are the basic structure of the party at its local level 
(Communal Committee), its regional level (Regional Committee), and its 
national level (Central Committee).  The PSCh has 15 regional branches (1 per 
region) and these branches are composed of communal committees, the current 
basic unit of the party.  In total the PSCh has 245 communal committees within 
its branches, which means that the PSCh has one main office per region and a 
local office in 70% of the Chilean cities (See Appendix 2). This data gives us 
information about how the party organises itself. It provides data which 
highlights what are the relevant structures where members carried on their 
political activity. This data suggest that the PSCh has an active participation 
within the country that could be explained by the type of solidarities found 
among party members.  
 
Electorally, the party has not received more than 12% of the vote since 
democratisation. The following table shows the electoral performance of the 
party since 1990 in parliamentary elections. Despite these figures, two of its 
members were elected as President in this period.  In 2000 Ricardo Lagos, a 
former member of the Radical party and one of the leaders of the Socialist 
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Renovation became the first centre-left president since Salvador Allende. In 
2005, Michelle Bachelet succeeded him, becoming the third socialist president 
of the country 7.   
 
Elections-Year Senators Deputies 
1993 11.65% 10.88% 
1997 12.11% 9.09% 
2001 12.91% 8.73% 
2005 11.12% 9.21% 
2009 8.52% 9% 
 
Figure 1 Electoral Results for the Chilean Socialist Party since 1990 in Parliamentary elections. The 
data shows the percentage of votes gainHGE\WKHSDUW\LQWKH&KDPEHUVRI'HSXW\¶VHOHFWLRQDQG
WKH6HQDWHV¶HOHFWLRQ6RXUFH&KLOHDQ1DWLRQDO(OHFWRUDO6HUYLFH2FWREHU 
  
7KLVGDWDSURYLGHVHYLGHQFHDERXWWKHSDUW\¶VVWUXFWXUHDVZHOODVLWVHOHFWRUDO
performance. This evidence can be used to situate our research questions. 
Those questions are related to the frames that shape intra-party relations, 
particularly membership and leadership relations, and the role of those 
frameworks in the nomination of Michelle Bachelet in 2005. Particularly I will 
look to the role of political culture in enabling the unity of the party around her 
nomination at a time of deepening internal political conflict and despite a 
historic tradition of male leadership and conservative masculinised forms of 
politics.   
 
 
                                                          
7
 The Christian Democracy has been the dominant party in the coalition. It usually receive the 
15-RIYRWHVLQ'HSXWLHV¶HOHFWLRQVDQG-RIYRWHVLQ6HQDWRUV¶HOHFWLRQV.  
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The nomination of Michelle Bachelet 
 
During the 20th Century Chile was described as a conservative country with a 
highly hierarchical society in which the elite of all political groups tried to 
exclude the middle and lower classes from the political arena (Correa, 2005). 
In the 1990s, after the end of the dictatorship of General Augusto Pinochet 
(1973-1990), and even by the 2000s, Chile was still considered one of the most 
conservative countries in Latin America 8 . Additionally, a Roman Catholic 
religious identity remains prevalent in Chile (70% according to the 2002 
National Census9), and divorce was only legalised in 2004, making Chile one 
of the last countries to legalise divorce. 
 
Political parties are often thought of as conservative structures and the PSCh 
has not been an exception. The party is frequently described as conservative 
and patriarchal with masculinised forms of politics and male subjects 
dominant. However, it nominated Michelle Bachelet as its presidential 
candidate in 2005 ± a non-traditional subject being a woman, agnostic, single 
mother and from a Marxist tradition.   Michelle Bachelet Jeria has been a PSCh 
member since her youth. She was the daughter of one of the constitutionalist 
generals of the Air Force, Alberto Bachelet, who tooN SDUW LQ $OOHQGH¶V
administration as chief of the Food Administration Office.  After the 1973 
coup, he was detained and tortured, resulting in his death. Bachelet and her 
                                                          
8
    Oakeshott (1983) says it is comprehensible that conservative people are opposed to 
innovation in government; conservatism is not a doctrine, but an attitude. 
  
9
 The data about population and other demographic characteristics of Chile is based on the 
2002 National Census information. It was not considered the data coming from 2012 National 
Census due to the fact that the validity of their results was still under evaluation when this 
thesis was finished. 
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mother, Angela Jeria, were detained in the torture centres of Cuatro Alamos 
and Villa Grimaldi before going into exile, first to Australia and then East 
Germany.  She returned to Chile in 1983, working in the Programme for the 
Protection of Children Damaged by the States of Emergency [Programa de 
Proteccion a la Infancia Danada por los Estados de Emergencia ±PIDEE] 
which was supported by the Swedish government. She also contributed to the 
Vicariate of Solidarity [Vicaria de la Solidaridad], a human rights organisation 
created in 1976 by the Chilean Catholic Church. During the 1990s, Bachelet 
worked in the public health field. Her first attempt to pursue a political career 
was in 1996 when she ran against Joaquín Lavín for the mayorship of Las 
Condes, a wealthy Santiago suburb and a right-wing stronghold, without 
success. In 2000 she was appointed as Health Minister by Ricardo Lagos and 
then appointed as Minister of Defence in 2002. The latter position strengthened 
her popularity in public opinion. Since 2002, she became one of the most 
popular politicians, along with Soledad Alvear, a Christian democrat politician 
who was the Foreign Minister at that time. The popularity of both women led 
the former president Eduardo Frei to point out that it was difficult for Chileans 
to elect a woman as president because Chileans are too machistas (i.e. a male-
dominated culture)10 ,Q VSLWH RI )UHL¶V VWDWHPHQW LQ  ERWK WKH &KLOHDQ
Socialist Party and Christian Democracy were prepared to run female 
candidates for the presidency of Chile, Michelle Bachelet and Soledad Alvear. 
Due to the lack of internal support that Alvear faced during the first quarter of 
2005, she declined her candidacy and supported Bachelet. 
                                                          
10
 ³0XMHU3UHVLGHQFLDEOH'LULJHQWHV'&\36GLILHUHQFRQ)UHL´)HPDOHSUHVLGHQWLDO'&DQG
PS leaders differ from Frei);  La Nacion Newspaper, 1st February 2004. 
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Despite the fact that Chilean political elites and political parties have been 
described as conservative and patriarchal structures in forms of enacting power, 
two women were running for the presidency, and one of them gained the final 
nomination. This event present questions about the factors that permitted 
Bachelet to run and gain the nomination despite being a women belonging to 
male dominated elites. The PSCh was always led by male politicians and its 
presidential candidates were male politicians with great leadership influence in 
the party: Salvador Allende was presidential candidate four times (1952, 1958, 
1964 and 1970) and Ricardo Lagos once (1999) 11 .  Nevertheless, the 
supposedly conservative Socialist leaders nominated Bachelet as their 
presidential candidate for the 2005 elections, a decision that seems 
inexplicable, considering the party tradition, and the male-dominated Chilean 
national political tradition. The process by which Bachelet was nominated as 
presidential candidate highlights interesting questions about why these 
conservative elites supported a women candidate in a party described as a 
conservative and patriarchal by its own members (See Chapter 5: 262-268).  
 
Scholars have looked for answers about women`s inclusion in political parties 
from different perspectives. Some of them have focused on electoral game that 
women have to face inside a new or a resurrected electoral system during the 
phases of transition and consolidation of democracy in Latin America. One of 
those scholars, Georgina Waylen (1998) focuses on the opportunities that 
women have in the political field in relation to party structures. They describe 
                                                          
11
 Ricardo Lagos was nominated by PSCh in 1993, but eventually the ruling coalition, 
including the party, supported the Christian Democrat Eduardo Frei as presidential candidate. 
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how gendered roleV DQG H[SHFWDWLRQV FUHDWH EDUULHUV WR LQFUHDVLQJ ZRPHQ¶V
SROLWLFDOSDUWLFLSDWLRQLQVLGHSDUWLHV¶ERDUGVDQGSXEOLFRIILFHV)URPDQLQWUD-
party perspective, Htun (2002) describes the importance of the role of the party 
organization as a determinant of women's representation. Her work explores 
the claim that parties with clear and stable rules and procedures might be 
advantageous for women but systems with less formal procedures also creates 
opportunities for increased women representation. She centres on the role of 
quota laws. She argues that similarly to social democratic parties, the Latin 
American left is more likely to adopt internal quota laws.  
   
Other scholars centre on forms of power and conservative ideas embedded in 
discourses of citizenship to explain the barriers facing women in politics. For 
/DWLQ $PHULFDQ FDVHV ZRPHQ¶V FLWL]HQVKLS LV GHILQHG WKURXJK WKHLU UROH DV
mothers (motherhood idea) and by socially determined care-taking 
responsibilities (Franceschet, 2001; Piper Mooney, 2007).  These gender roles 
are observed inside different political parties and these roles have a major 
LPSDFW RQ ZRPHQ¶V VHOHFWLRQ IRU SROLWLFDO SRVLWLRQV 7KLV PRWKHUKRRG LGHD
influences the decisions of political parties related to the electoral spaces where 
women run as candidates or the role that they would be taken in offices. Most 
of those roles are related to the family caretaking activities; consequently 
women usually assume responsibilities on areas such as education or public 
health. Macaulay (2006) considers that political parties in Chile maintain 
conservative gender policies, characterised by a traditional division of roles 
between the genders: the public sphere for men and the private sphere for 
women. Thus, gender issues are seen in relation to motherhood and topics such 
14 
 
 
 
as reproductive rights are not considered by political parties and state public 
agencies, such as the National Women's Service (Servicio Nacional de la 
Mujer) and PRODEMU (Promotion and Development for Women 
Programme). Both agencies focus on the caretaking role of women in the 
Chilean family, reinforcing traditional gender roles.   
 
Both types of analysis do not help us to understand the changes which occurred 
within the PSCh that enable them to unify around their support for a female 
non-traditional candidate. Gender literatures explain mainly elite roles in 
JHQGHULVVXHVDQGPHFKDQLVPIRULQFUHDVLQJZRPHQ¶VUHSUHVHQWDWLRQZKLFKLQ
WKH FDVH RI WKH 36&K KDYH D QHJDWLYH LPSDFW RQ ZRPHQ¶V UHSUHVHQWDWLRQ
(Chapter 5:266). Although the literature about conservative gender roles could 
help us to understand ideas regarding power, it does not explain how women 
could overcome those gender roles or patriarchal ideas about power and 
EHFRPHDSDUW\¶VFDQGLGDWH LQ WKHZD\%DFKHOHW¶VGLG3ROLWLFDO FXOWXUe is not 
exclusively linked to motherhood ideas and gendered roles. The described 
literature presents a narrow view of political culture. Gender could be one of 
those elements, but gender by its self does not explain why the PSCh, both 
leaders and members, supported Bachelet`s nomination in 2005. Ideas about 
gender are part of political cultures but are not the only elements of those 
cultures. Ideas about power relations and meanings for conceptualising 
political activity and participation are part of those cultures as well. 
Additionally party agency is not merely the result of elite agency, institutions 
and practices but rather interactions between members and elites. Thus I 
suggest that suggests the importance of developing an analysis that takes into 
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account intra-party realities. The concept of political culture situates elements 
such as gender and power relations in a broader perspective and enables 
analysis of inter-party relationships and patterns of power. From this it 
becomes clear that Michelle BachHOHW¶VQRPLQDWLRQLVQRWQHFHVVDULO\DYLFWRU
for women and gender equity but rather the outcome of a confluence of the 
political cultures in the party that enable a fragile unity over her candidature 
but could not prevent the continual de-institutional of party institutionality. It 
rather created the conditions for the deepening of these processes which 
resulted in party division in 2010.  
Political parties and political culture 
 
Structure and agency have been major themes of the analysis of political 
parties as organisations and institutions. For this particular research, I adopted 
an organisational perspective to understand the political culture which frames 
internal power relations within the party membership and leadership. Thus, I 
combined literatures about political culture and political parties to analyse the 
PSCh political culture. I frame this research with those theorists that 
specifically allow a focus on intra-party relations from an organisational 
perspective, centring on membership and leadership. These types of studies 
move beyond analysis of the role of formal institutions in party organisation 
(Siavelis, 2005; Levitzky and Freidenberg, 2005). They thus move beyond the 
structural analysis of political transition (Linz and Stepan, 1996; Aguero and 
Stark, 1998) or party system performance in Latin America (Kistchelt, 
Hawkins, Luna, Rosas and Zechmeister, 2010. These studies consider that 
informal rules and informal frames within parties have a role to play in the way 
16 
 
 
 
in which political parties behave and, therefore, the impact of their conduct on 
the quality of democracy (Freidenberg, 2005).  This research shows the 
relevance of analysing intra party realities for understanding political 
outcomes. But they have not taken into account how political participation and 
power relations are framed by meanings and ideas in those formal and informal 
organisations. They have stated that there are informal institutions and they 
have described the mechanism used by those institutions to keep their influence 
within political parties. However, they have not considered the role that 
meanings and ideas coming from party narratives, solidarity ties, life- 
experiences and ideological heritage play in those institutions to reinforce them 
or to weaken them.  I claim the analysis of intra-party realities needs to go 
beyond the formal and informal institutions, and focus on those elements that 
frame power relations and participation within those types of organisation.  I 
consider that patterns of political cultures allow us to understand how power 
relations are framed and the role played by informal and formal organisations 
to maintain those cultures. This helps to develop more complex understandings 
of party reproduction and change whilst also providing tools to conceptualise 
points of crisis.  
 
  
Research on the PSCh has been centred on the institutional development of the 
party after the restoration of democracy in 1990, focusing particularly on its 
performance as a member of the Concertación. In addition, ideological 
transformations experienced by the party as a consequence of the neoliberal 
revolution in the 1980s have been analysed.  From the perspective of its 
institutional development, the PSCh has been analysed in terms of the 
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performance of its political elite in electoral campaigns and political alliances 
since 1990 (Angell, 2007; Valenzuela and Scully, 1993). There are, however, 
IHZVWXGLHVRIWKHLPSDFWRIWKHFKDQJLQJVRFLDOFRQWH[WRQWKHSDUW\¶VLQWHUQDO
structure and from an institutional perspective there iV QR VWXG\ RI 36&K¶V
political cultures 12 . Additionally, most of the studies have analysed the 
Concertación as a whole, and its performance during 20 years in power 
(Hagopian, 1993, 1998; Valenzuela and Scully, 1993; Cavarozzi, 2001). In 
these studies the focus was on the behaviour of the Concertación¶V SROLWLFDO
elites, rather than on an analysis of their political bases or the intra-party 
dynamics and institutional development of the PSCh13. 
 
As I stated in page 11, scholars have analysed the internal barriers to the 
inclusion of women in the leadership of parties. Scholars have written about 
the electoral game that women face in a new or resurrected electoral system 
during the phases of the transition to and consolidation of democracy, and the 
opportunities for women inside party structures and political systems (Waylen, 
                                                          
12
  Frances Hagopian (1993) considers the impact of social changes in her analysis of 
political parties belonging to the Concertación. +DJRSLDQ¶V DSSURDFK WR WKH&KLOHDQSROLWLFDO
process analyses political parties by considering social and economic changes. She deviates 
from the classical institutionalist view in linking her analysis of political culture with civil 
society and political parties. Hagopian suggests that before the 1973 military coup, the 
competition between Chilean parties led to the organization and representation of both political 
and social actors (civil VRFLHW\+RZHYHUSDUWLHVZHUHGLVSODFHGDQGEDQQHGGXULQJ3LQRFKHW¶V
17-years regime. The military regime changed the bases for political association, participation 
DQG WKH LQVWLWXWLRQDO IUDPHZRUN IRU SROLWLFDO FRPSHWLWLRQ 3LQRFKHW¶V UHJLPH LQWURGXFHG new 
political and economic strategies that affected the political culture. As a result, parties were 
pushed in new representational directions, with social actors learning to act without support 
from political parties for a long time. Although political parties re-emerged de facto in 1983, 
social movements continued acting independently of political structures. 
 
13
 Research about Concertación has focused on the behaviour of the political elite and 
on the &RQFHUWDFLyQ¶V ideology. In particular, researchers have analysed the maintenance of 
3LQRFKHW¶V QHROLEHUDO PRGHO DIWHU WKH WUDQVLWLRQSURFHVV7KH PRVW LPSRUWDQW DQDO\VHVRI WKLV
transformation are Manuel Antonio Garreton (1994); Tomas Moulian (2002); Manuel Salazar 
and Julio Pinto (1999) and Alfredo Jocelyn-Holt (1998). 
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1998; Maculay, 2006). In such studies, scholars have analysed Chilean parties 
in general terms, but not the PSCh in particular. The literature has claimed that 
D ZRPDQ¶V FLWL]HQVKLS LV GHILQed through her socially determined role as a 
mother (Franchested, 2001; Waylen, 2000, 1994, 1993; Pieper Mooney, 2007; 
Macaulay 1999, 2006).  This explanation is used to reinforce the idea that 
institutional structure is influenced by gender role divisions, due to the fact that 
&KLOHDQSROLWLFDOSDUWLHVKDYHGHYHORSHG³FXOWXUDOSUDFWLFHVDQGdynamics in a 
traditionally male-GRPLQDWHG HQYLURQPHQW´ (Franceschet, 2005; 83). As I 
previously stated, I suggest the concept of political culture to frame gender and 
patriarchal ideas of power in a broader perspective as on its own a focus on 
gender cannot explain sufILFLHQWO\ %DFKHOHW¶V VHOHFWLRQ or evaluate its impact 
on the PSCh (Pp12-13). 
 
Another important perspective is influenced by a neo-Marxist approach to the 
role of political parties in the transition process in Chile. Concertación¶VSDUWLHV
are seen as key actors in the institutionalization of neoliberalism as a dominant 
social and economic model (Fernandez Jilberto, 2001; Moulian, 2002; 
Olavarria, 2003; Taylor, 2004; 2006). The PSCh has been analysed from a 
Gramscian perspective as an agent that reinforced the hegemony of the 
neoliberal revolution in Chile. Roberts (1998) and Motta (2008) analyse 
internal relations using a base membership approach, considering the impact of 
the neoliberal revolution on the party, and defining the PSCh elite as 
technocratic. The majority of these scholars explain that political parties from 
the Concertación agreed, for the most part, to support the economic strategy 
adopted by the Pinochet regime as a requirement to ensure that the transition 
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took place (Garreton, 1994; Gomez, 2009; Moulian, 2006). Thus, most parties 
adopted a neoliberal ideology as part of their political projects, particularly the 
parties of the Concertación. Scholars suggest that the PSCh was not an 
exception to this process. They perceive neoliberalism as a socioeconomic 
model which transformed social relations in Chile (Kurtz, 2004). These 
transformations affected the relationship between political parties and civil 
society due to their impact on social organizations and trade unions, but also in 
my case how the internal political struggles create the conditions for neoliberal 
hegemony in practices, subjectivities and political relationships, particularly 
with the subaltern in society and party, and also the critical base.  For example 
scholars influenced by neo-Marxism have concluded that neoliberal policies 
are not just political and economic strategies, but also claim that Chilean the 
entire social fabric was re-organised. Neo-Marxist scholars analysed 
neoliberalism in depth because they consider it to be a key factor in 
understanding current Chilean society. However, these scholars miss the role of 
party narratives as well as how particular subjectivities and solidarity ties were 
re-framed by those transformations and tend to homogenise an understanding 
RI WKH SDUW\¶V FXOWXUH DV QHROLEHUDO 7KH LQIOXHQFH WKDW WKHVH WUDQVIRUPDWLRQV
could have within ideas and meanings for political participation are not taking 
into account and the potential tensions this could cause in the PSCh are not 
EURXJKWLQWRWKHDQDO\VLV7KLVGRHVQ¶WHQDEOHDFRPSOH[UHDGLQJRILQWHUQ-party 
dynamics nor an understanding and evaluation of the causes or role of 
%DFKHOHW¶VFDQGLGDWXUHZLthin these internal party dynamics.  
 
The literature described above demonstrates how contextual transformations 
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KDYHKDGDQLQIOXHQFHRQWKHSDUW\¶VLQWHUQDORUJDQLVDWLRQVFKDQJLQJOHDGHUVKLS
and membership relations as well as the party's relations with social 
movements.  Also, the literature on political parties conceptualises how parties 
are complex institutions which are affected by contextual changes, as is shown 
for instance by research on the relation between the Justicialista party and the 
labour movement in Argentina (Levistky and Wolfson, 2004). However, this 
particular research does not take into account how this impacts differentially on 
intra-party realities. As I stated above, it is necessary to look at how those 
contextual changes altered intra party realities but were mediated by the 
differences in class, generation and experience of groups of member and how 
these interact to produce two distinct political cultures in the party.  
 
The PSCh overall has been analysed considering changes in their political 
strategies and elite behaviour (Garreton 1994; Salazar and Pinto, 1999; Navia, 
2006), but its internal culture has not been included. Furthermore, these 
analyses do not take into account whether internal culture influences political 
outcomes sXFK DV %DFKHOHW¶V QRPLQDWLRQ 7KH\ FRQVLGHU WKH LGHRORJLFDO
differences coming from a series of different groups which have been 
integrated in the party: Marxist-Leninists, social-democrats and progressive 
Christians. However micro-foundational aspects of SDUW\¶V LQWHUQDO EHKDYLRXU
have not been taken into account. Those analyses have centred the ideological 
contributions of these approaches rather than to look at the formation of 
patterns for internal participation (Jobet 1984a; Rojas 2008; Elgueta 2008; 
Furci 1984; Faundez 1992). They have narrowed the concept of political 
culture to ideologies and their development in the party. As I previously 
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suggested, the concept of political culture considers the ideological heritage but 
it is not exclusively formed by this heritage. It also takes into account party 
narratives, life- experiences and solidarity ties amongst members and leaders.  
 
The aim of this research is thus to understand what frames and brings meaning 
to internal agency so as to develop a complex analysis and evaluation of party 
agency. In this case, I am researching the PSCh political cultures and their 
LQIOXHQFHRQ%DFKHOHW¶VQRPLQDWLRQDVSUHVLGHQWLDOFDQGLGDWHLQEHFDXVH,
am interested to look at how intra-party realities and relations frame their 
behaviours in the way that produce unexpected outcomes such as candidate 
nominations which an analysis solely of party formal structures or gendered 
political culture would find difficult to explain. This research suggests that 
internal political SDUWLFLSDWLRQLVGULYHQE\WKHSDUW\¶VSROLWLFDOFXOWXUHDQGWKDW
the culture therefore influences party outcomes.   
 
ŶĂůǇƐŝŶŐĂĐŚĞůĞƚ ?ƐŶŽŵŝŶĂƚŝŽŶĂŶĚĞůĞĐƚŝŽŶ 
 
Thus far books and biographies have been written about Bachelet.  However, 
her election has not been researched in depth to explain the causes and 
conditions in the PSCh that helped her to become the first woman president of 
Chile and the first Latin American woman who became president on her own 
merits, rather than following in the footsteps of a politically prominent 
husband. It is assumed that the influence of the political culture of a party is 
found in the way in which political participation is carried on by members and 
OHDGHUV  $QDO\VHV RI %DFKHOHW¶V HOHFWLRQ KDYH FHQWUHG RQ WKH LPSDFW RI her 
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victory for the Concertación and on the inclusion of women in politics 
(Gamboa and Segovia 2005; Fernandez, 2008, 2009). Her election as Chilean 
president has been explained by the relevance of her personal characteristics to 
the electorate and the positive evaluation of her predecessor as President, 
5LFDUGR /DJRV 0RUDOHV  9HODVFR  %DFKHOHW¶V FDPSDLJQ ZDV
helped by the investigation of human rights abuses committed by the Pinochet 
regime, which was ordered by president Lagos14, and the decUHDVHLQ3LQRFKHW¶V
reputation as a consequence of the evidence and charges of fraud against him. 
%DFKHOHW¶V FDPSDLJQ FHQWUHG RQ ZRPHQ DQG \RXWK DQG KHU SHUVRQDO
characteristics, such as charm and empathy, were important because the 
electorate saw Bachelet as an unconventional party politician (Angell, 2007). 
This image may have helped her to gain the majority of the votes that she 
UHFHLYHG 7KH VXFFHVV RI %DFKHOHW¶V LPDJH FRXOG DOVR EH H[SODLQHG E\ WKH
disalignment between partisan politics and Chilean society due to the 
performance of political parties since 1990, and the changes experienced by 
Chilean society (Morales, 2006). Chilean voters may have preferred to support 
a candidate who appeared to be different from the dominant elite (Angell, 
2007; Velasco, 2006; Navia, 2007).  These analyses are not considering intra- 
party relations which led the party to support a woman who was not one of its 
main leaders and the processes which united the party for supporting her 
persona. Intra-party relations are not present in those explanations. These 
scholars have centre on the role of elites on this event without considering the 
role of base membership. Base membership role was of central importance in 
                                                          
14
  The Valech Commission gathered new information about torture during the Pinochet period. 
This commission contributed to the previous Rettig Commission, organized by Patricio 
Aylwin's administration in 1991. 
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%DFKHOHW¶VQRPLQDWLRQDVFKDSWHUZLOOGHPRQVWUDWH+HUSHUVRna united both 
members and leaders despite the division described by scholars such as Motta 
and Roberts (Pp16). There is more depth for analysing this gap than 
institutional analysis; context analysis of dictatorship; ideological change or 
gendered culture. The gap between members and leaders could be explained 
because of two different patterns of meanings for understanding power 
relations interacting in the party (See chapter 5). The political culture analysis 
of the party brings these elements into the analysis of intra-party realities. This 
research contributes to uncover those elements within the PSCh and evaluate 
its levels of institutionalisation (formal and informal).  
 
:LWKUHJDUGWR%DFKHOHW¶VHOHFWLRQVFKRODUVKDYHKLJKOLJKWHGWKDWKHUHOHFWLRQ
represents both continuity and significant change in Chile. It is a change 
because Bachelet was not only a new leader, but also advanced a new type of 
leadership inside the Concertación (Navia, 2007b; Lee, 2007; Fernandez, 2008, 
2009; Garreton 2010; Contreras, 2006; Alvarez and Fuentes 2009).  It was a 
case of continuity because the election of Bachelet signified the maintenance of 
the Concertación in power, and the maintenance of neoliberal policies 
(Sehnbrunch, 2006, Izquierdo and Navia, 2007; Alvarez and Fuentes, 2009; 
Navia 2007a; Altman, 2006; Motta, 2008).  In addition, her victory can be 
defined as continuity because her election was a sign of approval for the 
Concertación and its sixteen years of government (Navia, 2007; Izquierdo and 
Navia 2007; IzquiHUGR0RUDOHVDQG1DYLD%DFKHOHW¶VYLFWRU\FDQDOVR
be conceptualised as representing change because it introduced a bottom-up 
mechanism to elect presidential candidates (Navia and Izquierdo, 2007), and 
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because her election invigorated the emphasis on gender issues on the political 
agenda (Tobar, 2007). She had the image of an outsider from the political 
establishment in the Concertación and the Socialist Party, and of a break with 
earlier Socialist practice within Concertación administration (Funk, 2010; 
Rojas, 2008). These explanations consider the strategic aspects of political 
parties as well as external conditions which created favourable conditions for 
%DFKHOHW¶V QRPLQDWLRQ VXFK DV QHZ W\SH RI OHDGHUVKLS RU FKDQJHV LQ WKH
electoral mechanism. However, what led the PSCh to support her nomination is 
missing. It does not take into account what elements permitted Bachelet to 
unite her party and gain the candidacy. As I previously stated, Soledad Alvear 
was not able to unite her party to support her candidacy (Pp10). Thus, there 
ZHUHVRPHHOHPHQWVWKDWLQIOXHQFHG%DFKHOHW¶VQRPLQDWLRQZKLFKZHUHPLVVLQJ
in the Christian Democrat candidate. I claim that political culture connects this 
HYHQW ZLWK HOHPHQWV VXFK DV SDUW\¶V QDUUDWLYHV WKDW KHOS WR H[SODLQ it. The 
concept of political culture integrates those elements in a broader frame for 
explaining this particular outcome.   
 
Similarly to the studies quoted above, the following centre on the external 
changes operating in Chilean society or the general conditions presented within 
the Concertacion, missing the opportunity to analyse the internal aspects 
within the PSCh which led it to support a woman candidate for the presidency 
for the first time in their history, particularly in a time of increasing tensions 
between the base of the party and the leadership.  Those studies suggest that 
this election was an example of the &RQFHUWDFLyQ¶s capacity to re-invent itself 
(Navia and Izquierdo, 2007) and to adapt itself to social demands for a style of 
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leadership which differs from the traditional image of politicians (Alvarez and 
Fuentes, 2009; Contreras, 2006; Garreton, 2010; Fernandez, 2008, 2009; 
Garate, 2007; Gamboa and Segovia, 2006). Bachelet's nomination and election 
as president of Chile have been studied as consequences of the social changes 
experienced in Chile, and the changes in the political context since 1990 
(Oppenheim, 2007). Other scholars explained her election as a continuation of 
WKH³QHROLEHUDOOHIW´0RXOLDQ)UDQFHVFKHWEHFDXVHRIher role as 
D PLQLVWHU LQ WKH /DJRV¶ DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ DQG KHU UROH DV D PHPEHU RI RQH RI
PSCh internal political groupings, the New Left or Nueva Izquierda15 (Motta, 
2008).  Her election reflects the hegemony of democratic neoliberal capitalism 
supported by the PSCh following the period of authoritarian neoliberal 
FDSLWDOLVPXQGHU3LQRFKHW¶V UXOH *yPH]7KH%DFKHOHWDGPLQLVWUDWLRQ
has been researched from the perspective of consensus and conflict building.  
She symbolises the revitalization of the Concertación but her administration 
focused on deepening the consensus strategy to solve conflicts present in Chile 
due to the neoliberal model. Therefore, her administration was a mixture of a 
changed image with a continuous political strategy (Borzutzky and Weeks, 
2010). Although this research includes the nomination of Michelle Bachelet by 
the PSCh, the influence of her persona within the PSCh is missing for most of 
the analysis about her administration. Similarly to the literature about her 
election, it centres on her impact on the political strategy of the Concertacion, 
rather than the influence of her persona at the intra party level, which is 
                                                          
15
    By 2005, the PSCh had 4 internal factions, as a consequence of internal divisions occurring 
during the Pinochet regime and the re-unification process. The factions were: the Renovación, 
the most liberal group on economic issues; Tercerismo, liberals and social-democrats; Nueva 
Izquierda, Marxists and Progressive Christians; and Colectivo de Identidad Socialista, the most 
traditional Marxist-Leninist group in the party. 
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relevant to understand why five years later the party split between 3 candidates 
for 2010 presidential election (See Chapter 7).  Mapping and analysing patterns 
of political culture can help us to explain these internal clashes and behaviour, 
and this type of events could be framed as the result of intra-party power 
relations at its micro-foundational level.    
 
Thus it becomes clear that general analyses of political parties in democratic 
Chile, more specific analyses of the parties of the Concertación or evaluations 
RI%DFKHOHW¶VSUHVLGHQF\KDYHQRWFRQVLGHUHGLQDPHDQLQJIXOZD\WKHUROHRI
political culture. Most of the scholars previously referred do not take into 
account the political culture of political parties in their analyses, and as a result, 
political parties are viewed as homogeneous structures when their behaviour is 
analysed. Internal realities are missed and the impact of those within party 
organisation and outcomes are not considered when party conduct is analysed. 
So the micro-foundational analysis of the party is missed, which could give us 
a better understanding of how party activities are framed and why party adopt 
certain decisions and with what consequences for party institutionality.   
 
There have, however, been wider discussions of cultural transformations. 
Scholars affirm that a cultural change has occurred in Chile in the recent years, 
resulting in the abandonment of Chilean traditional conservatism (Franceschet, 
2006; Morales, 2006). These cultural transformations were characterised by 
JHQGHUVROLGDULW\E\ZRPHQ¶VVXSSRUWIRU%DFKHOHW0RUDOHVDQGE\WKH
rise of left-wing parties, the PSCh and PPD, inside the Concertación (Moulian, 
2006; Franceschet, 2006). There is evidence in the literature of cultural 
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transformations in Chilean society, but scholars do not link this to the PSCh 
political culture. It is claimed by Panebianco that political parties adapt to their 
context. But it seems that those changes are missing when the literature 
DQDO\VHV %DFKHOHW¶V QRPLQDWLRQ DQG KHU OLQNDJHV ZLWK WKH 36&K $UH WKRVH
changes influencing the PSCh power relations and internal organisation? Or is 
it the case that whilst society is changing, the internal dynamics of the PSCh 
are not and this explains stagnation as a party? These questions seem 
XQDQVZHUHG E\ WKH FXUUHQW OLWHUDWXUH DERXW %DFKHOHW¶V QRPLQDWLRQ DQG WKH
PSCh. I claim that a concept such as political culture which looks at intra party 
realities at the micro-foundation level can help us to answer those types of 
questions because it describes the way in which power relations are framed 
ZLWKLQ D SDUW\¶V RUJDQLVDWLRQ ,W DOORZV XV WR ORRN DW WKH influence of those 
frames in party decision making. It also permits us to context how broader 
contextual changes become integrated inside the meanings and practices of 
parties.   
 
Also I would suggest that the concept of political culture allows me to frame 
JHQGHU EDUULHUV HPEHGGHG LQ FRQWH[WV VXFK DV PHDQLQJV UHJDUGLQJ ZRPHQ¶V
inclusion in politics, in order to understand how such barriers impact on the 
SDUW\¶VSHUIRUPDQFH,QWHUPVRIJHQGHUWKHSDWWHUQVRISROLWLFDOFXOWXUHDOORZV
me to describe how barriers to gender inclusion are taking place within 
political parties as well as the role of women who collectively reinforce some 
of those barriers by adopting the dominant political culture for framing their 
own power relations and political participation.  To analyse political culture 
gives me a deeper understanding about women`s collective agency. This 
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perspective goes beyond the explanation that patriarchal power is the main 
barrier because those explanations would lead me to conclude that Michelle 
Bachelet would not be elected.  My research looks at who are framing those 
LGHDV DQG KRZ WKRVH LGHDV LQIOXHQFH DQG VKDSH ZRPHQ¶V DJHQF\ $V ,
previously state, I am considering a broader concept of political culture, which 
includes gender as well as other elePHQWV VXFK DV SDUW\¶V QDUUDWLYHV FODVV
generation and experience.   
 
Theory and Research Design 
 
3ROLWLFDO SDUWLHV DUHXVXDOO\GHVFULEHGDVYLWDO SROLWLFDO LQVWLWXWLRQV DV D ³VLQH
TXDQRQFRQGLWLRQ IRU WKHRUJDQL]DWLRQRI WKHPRGHUQGHPRFUDWLFSROLW\´ Dnd 
IRU WKH ³H[SUHVVLRQ DQG PDQLIHVWDWLRQ RI SROLWLFDO SOXUDOLVP´ 9DQ %LH]HQ
2000; 1).  Political parties form a crucial link in the political system in terms of 
social mobilisation and political integration (Lipset and Rokkan, 1967). 
Duverger defines polLWLFDOSDUWLHVDVD³FROOHFWLRQRIFRPPXQLWLHVDXQLRQRI
small groups dispersed throughout the country (branches, caucuses, locals 
DVVRFLDWLRQVDQGOLQNHGE\FRRUGLQDWLQJLQVWLWXWLRQV´ 
 
This understanding of parties is connected to the concept of political culture. 
This study takes the political culture of political parties as a framework for 
understanding political action (Elkins, 199: 123), which is formed by patterns 
diachronically developed by political parties and influenced by social context 
(Genzdel, 1997; Hitchner, 1968). The definition of political culture is linked to 
the collective agency perspective, in which it is suggested that political culture 
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is collectively constructed in communities or organizations such as political 
parties (Elkins and Simeon, 1979). Political culture is shared by party 
members, and gives them a framework of common orientations (Chilton, 
1988). I claim that the formation of patterns of political cultures helps us 
understand the forms that political participation which the party has developed 
since its foundation. Those political cultures have been influenced by PHPEHUV¶ 
narratives, ideological heritages, life- experiences of key historical junctures 
and have shaped their ideas and understandings about legitimate forms of 
power and participation  
 
In this study, the institutionalist literature on political parties is used to 
operationalise the concept of the political culture of political parties. Thus, I 
research the political culture of a political party, in particular a mass party, 
focusing on two levels of analysis present in the literature on parties: 
institutional development and membership-leadership relations. It is suggested 
that these levels enable us to identify and describe the political culture within a 
party. The two-level approach brings the context and the subject into the 
analysis of political culture. Therefore, this approach allows us to examine how 
WKH SROLWLFDO FXOWXUH KDV GHYHORSHG WKURXJK WKH SDUW\¶V LQVWLWXWLRQDO
development and how the patterns of political culture frame and shape internal 
power relations between membership and leadership. Finally, institutional 
development and membership-leadership relations connect the political culture 
ZLWKWKHSDUW\¶VRXWFRPHVVXFKDVFDQGLGDWHQRPLQDWLRQ,FODLPWKDW%DFKHOHW¶V
nomination was backed by the PSCh because the patterns of political cultures 
motivated leadership and membership support for her persona. The 
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operationalisation of political culture at these two levels allows us to observe 
the FRQQHFWLRQVEHWZHHQ WKHFRQGXFWRI WKHSDUW\ DQG%DFKHOHW¶VQRPLQDWLRQ
and thus to understand how political culture frames internal collective agency 
within a party. 
 
Duverger´s perspective on party structures and membership-leadership 
relations is used in this research because his approach links the evolution of 
SROLWLFDOSDUWLHV¶VWUXFWXUHVWRWKHGHYHORSPHQWRIPHPEHUVKLSVDQGOHDGHUVKLSV
He presents a diachronic perspective on political parties, in which institutional 
development impacts on the construction of membership-leadership relations. 
'XYHUJHU¶V DSSURDFK H[SODLQV WKDW GLIIHUHQW W\SHV RI VROLGDULWLHV DUH IRXQG LQ
memberships of political parties. Therefore, he accounts for the presence of 
political cultures inside parties, which are linked to the institutional evolution 
of parties, and to the development of different membership and leadership 
groups within them. 
 
In addition, Pizzorno and Panebianco's conceptualizations of internal 
participation are used to explain the relationship between members and leaders 
ZLWKLQ WKH36&K3L]]RUQR¶VFRQFHSWVRIV\VWHPVRIVROLGDULW\DQGV\VWHPVRI
interest are used to link political participation with the patterns of meanings 
found within the PSCh political culture. 3DQHELDQFRDQG0LFKHOV¶GHILQLWLRQRI
leadership and membership relations helps in analysing how such patterns 
influence the way in which this relation is carried out within the party's 
membership. Parties undergo transformations in their internal organisation and 
political participation. Thus, the analysis of intra-party realities is relevant in 
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understanding the way in which collective agency is carried on. Party outcomes 
PD\ UHIOHFW KRZ WKHVH WUDQVIRUPDWLRQV LPSDFWRQDSDUW\6LPLODUO\ DSDUW\¶V
institutional development, and membership and leadership changes, could 
indicate how patterns of political culture frame internal relations, influencing 
WKH SDUW\¶V EHKDYLRXU DQG RXWFRPHV  7KHVH OHYHOV RI DQDO\VLV DOORZ XV WR
research the political culture of a party and its influence on political outcomes 
such as the nomination of presidential candidates. 
 
7KH REMHFWLYH RI WKLV UHVHDUFK LV WKXV WR LGHQWLI\ WKH 36&K¶V SROLWLFDO FXOWXUH
and its impact on the nomination of Michelle Bachelet as presidential candidate 
in 2005. The project centres on three research questions: 
 
1. Are there one or more political cultures in the Chilean Socialist Party? 
2. How do the PSCh political cultures help us to understand and explain 
the election of  Michelle Bachelet as the first female President of Chile? 
3. What did the election of Michelle Bachelet mean for these political 
cultures? 
 
 
The first chapter develops the theoretical framework required for this research. 
The definition of political culture used in the research is deepened and 
connected with the existing literature on political parties in order to 
operationalise the concept of political culture in political parties. The following 
chapter develops the methodological framework used in this study. I describe 
the research methods used for gathering the data, archival review and in-depth 
interviews, and the selected method for its analysis, qualitative content analysis 
(CA) with a thematic approach. The objective of these methods is to identify 
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the patterns which are part of the political culture. Content analysis is defined 
as a technique that permits making inferences from the texts by considering the 
context of those texts (Krippendorff, 2004: 18). Content analysis is sensitive to 
the context in which texts originate. In this study, textual patterns are 
interpreted according to the theoretical framework on the political culture of 
political parties previously described, and connected to the nomination of 
Michelle Bachelet as presidential candidate. 
 
Chapters Three and Four address the first research question. They centre on the 
first level of analysis, the institutional development of the PSCh. In particular, 
these chapters look at the ways in which the context shapes participation within 
the party. These chapters argue that the institutional development of the party 
shapes the patterns of political cultures which frame the relationship between 
members and leaders. As I previously state, those patterns were formed based 
RQ D SDUW\¶V SDUWLFLSDWLRQ LQ V\VWHPV RI LQWHUHVW DQG V\VWHPV RI VROLGDULW\
Three stages in the institutional development of the PSCh are identified which 
impacted on its political culture. The first one is the Foundation stage (1933-
1956), covering the early period of the party, characterised by political 
participation as democratic and pluralist, factionalised but with strong male 
leadership. The second stage, termed the New Left (1956-1979), covers the 
period where democratic centralism was introduced, which tried to homogenise 
the political behaviour of party members in order to drive political participation 
and party tasks through the strict control of members.  The third stage, named 
Socialist Renewal (1979-2005), is the period in which the PSCh`s institutional 
development was determined largely by the State of Exception, exile and the 
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neoliberal policies iPSOHPHQWHG E\ $XJXVWR 3LQRFKHW¶V GLFWDWRUVKLS  -
1990). The Socialist Renewal stage was the introduction of neoliberalism 
inside the party as the theoretical mainstream; this manifested itself particularly 
in the individualization of power relations between party members.  This 
weakened the structures of party membership and fostered the individualization 
of militancy, and displaced decision-making onto gentrified factional elites.  I 
VKDOO DUJXH WKDW WKH LQIOXHQFHRI WKHVH WKUHH VWDJHVRI WKHSDUW\¶V Lnstitutional 
development can be found in the patterns of political culture. The first stage 
showed clearly the dominance of the system of solidarity within political 
participation shaped by pluralism, democracy and libertarianism. The New Left 
stage added D QHZ VHW RI PHDQLQJV DXWKRULWDULDQLVP DQG HOLWHV¶ KHJHPRQ\
which were framed by the system of solidarity and collective identification. 
This system still dominated the political participation in spite of the presence of 
system of interest among the part\¶VHOLWHVLQFHWKH36&K¶VIRXQGDWLRQ'XULQJ
this period political participation is shaped by ideas about discipline and 
obedience introduced by democratic centralism. These ideas will remain in the 
party as part of their participation within Socialist Renewal period in which the 
system of interest and individual goals are reinforced due to contextual changes 
operating in Chile as a result of Neoliberal reforms. The presence of both 
systems despite the increasing dominance of a pattern framed around 
individual goals and interest occurs because of the differential impact of the 
historical juncture of the dictatorship and democratisation upon different 
groupings in the party. This is linked to their ideological heritages, generation, 
class and experiences of these critical junctures. These two patterns of political 
participation result in the existence of two political cultures represented by the 
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LQVWLWXWLRQDO SDWWHUQ DQG WKH SUDFWLFH SDWWHUQ DW WKH WLPH RI %DFKHOHW¶V
nomination in 2005. The first of these patterns is still related to the system of 
solidarity found in the base membership. The second one was re-framed by the 
system of interest and characterises elite behaviour. Both cultures were 
developed through the party division in 1979 when the contextual influenced 
allowed membership and leadership to develop two patterns of meanings which 
gave rise to two distinctive political cultures.  Therefore, these three stages 
formed and modified and were mediated by the political cultures of the party 
because those stages showed changes in political participation which defined 
the way in which the political cultures of the party have been shaped.  
 
 
Chapter Five centres on the second level of analysis, membership-leadership 
relations, to answer the first research question. It is suggested that the two 
levels, institutional development and membership-leadership relations, enable 
us to identify and describe the current political cultures of the PSCh. This 
chapter will look at the patterns of these cultures with the subjects who are 
involved in political participation, namely members and leaders. This study 
suggests that legitimate subjects in the party use these patterns of meanings. 
Membership legitimacy is given by factional membership. Leadership 
legitimacy is given by the role of mandatarios, which identify party members 
with positions in the State bureaucracy and National Congress (Chapter 5: 
269).  This study looks at the patterns of meanings of political participation 
which drive the relationship between members and party leaders. This research 
suggests that the political cultures of the PSCh are formed by two patterns 
which drive internal participation. The study observes how these patterns 
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LQIOXHQFH PHPEHUVKLS FRQGXFW DQG LPSDFWHG RQ %DFKHOHW¶V QRPLQDWLRQ 7KH
first pattern is linked to the Foundational Stage and can be named the 
institutional pattern. It is described as the formal pattern for political 
participation and it is linked to system of solidarity found among the base 
membership. This pattern characterises the PSCh political participation as 
democratic, libertarian and pluralistic. The second pattern can be called the 
practice pattern. It is described as the informal pattern which is linked to the 
system of interest and individual goals found among party¶VOHDGHUVKLS,WZDV
influenced by New Left and Socialist Renewal stages and it describes the 
relationship between members and leaders as authoritarian, co-opted and 
marked by elite hegemony over decision-making. 
 
The second research question, related to the influence of the PSCh political 
FXOWXUH RQ 0LFKHOOH %DFKHOHW¶V QRPLQDWLRQ LV DQVZHUHG LQ &KDSWHU 6L[ 7KLV
chapter argues that %DFKHOHW¶V QRPLQDWLRQ ZDV LQIOXHQFHG E\ WKH SROLWLFDO
cultures of the party through the influence of both patterns on her nomination. 
Similarly to other members and leaders of the party, her membership and 
leadership were legitimised by three factors: (1) her factional membership; (2) 
KHUUHFRJQLWLRQDVDQ³historica´PHPEHUZLWKLQWKHSDUW\DQGKHUUROHDVD
³mandataria´ during Ricardo Lagos` administration due to her duties as 
Minister of Health (2000-2002), and as Minister of Defence (2002-2004). 
These factors were recognised by party members, across tendencies, and 
strengthened her support inside the party. The institutional pattern was 
connected to her persona by base members in a period in which the role of the 
PSCh within the Concertación was highly criticised (Chapter 6: 208-209). The 
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base membership connected her to elements of the institutional pattern such as 
democracy and pluralism, on the grounds that her nomination represented the 
inclusion of neglected sectors within the PSCh over Concertación period. 
These sectors were identified with Almeydismo, part of the party which was 
excluded from the transitional democracy and party decision-making. In 
addition,  Bachelet`s gender appealed to the ideal of pluralism due to the fact 
that her nomination was seen as expressing the inclusion of women, 
traditionally excluded from the male-dominated PSCh elite. Therefore, 
BachHOHW¶V FDQGLGDF\ V\PEROLFDOO\ UHWXUQHG WR WKH LQVWLWXWLRQDO SDWWHUQ RI
political participation and the system of solidarity through the inclusion of 
these neglected sectors of the party. The base membership saw in Bachelet an 
outsider from decision-making and party elites. However, she was 
simultaneously seen as an insider because she was recognised as a member of 
the party. 
 
On the other hand, the factional elites reinforced the practice pattern inside the 
party in order to assure full support for her candidacy. Authoritarianism and co-
RSWDWLRQZHUHVWUHQJWKHQHGLQRUGHUWRKRPRJHQLVHSDUW\VXSSRUWIRU%DFKHOHW¶V
candidacy. Therefore, dissent was not allowed by the party elite. Although 
%DFKHOHW¶V FDQGLGDF\ ZDV OLQNHG WR LQVWLWXWLRQDO SDWWHUQV RI SROLWLFDO
SDUWLFLSDWLRQ EHFDXVH RI KHU PHPEHUVKLS DV DQ ³historica´ SROLWLFDO HOLWH
discipline was maintained through the deepening of the practice pattern so as to 
ensure that she was supported as presidential candidate. Additionally, the party 
elite sought to avoLG DQ\ QHJDWLYH LPSDFW RI LQWHUQDO FULWLFLVP RQ WKH SDUW\¶V
performance in the Concertación or on Bachelet's candidacy. The coexistence 
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of both political cultures connected to her nomination put the party under 
strain. Internal practices were in the opposite direction to what her candidacy 
represented symbolically. While party members saw in her nomination the 
opportunity to reintroduce the formal institutional pattern and the system of 
solidarity for political participation within the party, the internal practices of 
the party reinforced the informal practice pattern and the system of interest 
among elites once her candidacy was decided.  
 
7KH ILQDO UHVHDUFK TXHVWLRQ WKH LQIOXHQFH RI %DFKHOHW¶V QRPLQDWLRQ RQ WKH
PSCh political culture, is addressed in Chapter Seven. It is suggested that the 
nomination deepened tensions over political participation because the base 
membership and factional elites differed in their identified themselves with 
different systems of participation.  Evidence of this tension between these 
political cultures is found after her election. While her administration took into 
account the institutional pattern, particularly the pluralist aspect, through 
attempts at gender inclusion in her cabinet and inclusion policies for citizen 
participation in social ministries, the practice patterns were strengthened inside 
the PSCh. The evidence suggests that authoritarianism, co-optation and 
hegemony over decision-making were strengthened by factional elites during 
the Bachelet administration in order to ensure membership loyalty to her 
Presidency. Discipline was reinforced over these years in order to ensure the 
complete obedience of the party. The presence of these patterns of political 
cultures within the PSCh seems contradictory to the expectations of the base 
PHPEHUVKLS ZKLFK OLQNHG %DFKHOHW¶V SHUVRQD WR WKH LQVWLWXWLRQDO SDWWHUQ
Consequently, the tension present between these patterns deepened the distance 
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EHWZHHQ PHPEHUVKLS DQG HOLWH DQG XOWLPDWHO\ XQGHUPLQHG %DFKHOHW¶V
legitimacy within the party. Therefore, it will be demonstrated that the 
influence of her nomination on the PSCh political cultures deepened 
membership disillusionment with the party elite due to their actions being 
connected to the two quite different system of political participation. One 
consequence of this tension was the crisis and the deepening of the internal 
divisions in the party at the end of the Bachelet administration in 2010, 
resulting in the formation of two political groups ( Movimiento Amplio de 
Izquierda and Movimiento Amplio Social ) for supporting the presidential 
candidacy of the socialist leader Jorge Arrate; and a  new party formed by 
socialist member, the Progressive Party, which supported the presidential 
candidacy of the former socialist deputy Marcos Enriquez-Ominami.  
 
This research suggests that the patterns of political cultures of the PSCh frame 
and shape internal relations between members and leaders. The two identified 
patterns, the institutional pattern and the practice pattern, are the result of two 
systems of political participation presented in the PSCh, the system of 
VROLGDULW\ DQG WKH V\VWHP RI LQWHUHVW %RWK SDWWHUQV LQIOXHQFHG %DFKHOHW¶V
nomination. The formal institutional pattern strengthened base membership 
support for her persona and allowed the party to unify internal support for her 
nomination. The informal practice pattern was found in her nomination.  It was 
used and deepened by party elite because of her nomination and election. This 
pattern was used to ensure internal support, and to avoid internal criticism of 
the elite. Thus, the PSCh political cultures, articulated in these two patterns, 
influenced Bachelet's nomination and also impacted on the party during her 
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administration. 
 
The study of political cultures of party allows us to research intra party 
realities, focusing on how agency is developed at the micro-foundation level. 
7KXV WKH UHVHDUFKRISROLWLFDO FXOWXUHFRQWULEXWHV WRXQGHUVWDQGLQJ WKHSDUW\¶V
internal agency in the same way that research about informal institutions are 
contributing to understanding how political parties perform within political 
system. Therefore, this type of research deepens understandings of internal 
power dynamics and institutional realities of parties, enables complex accounts 
of party agency and develops ways to evaluate levels of institutionality, change 
and crisis within parties.  
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Chapter 1 
Parties and Political Culture in Political Analysis: 
A Theoretical Approach 
 
In this study I seek to develop an analysis of the political cultures of the 
Chilean Socialist Party (PSCh) as a means to explain how this political culture 
influenced Michelle Bachelet's nomination and how her nomination impacted 
upon the political cultures of the party. In order to carry out this research, it is 
necessary to develop a theoretical framework.  The first stage in tackling this 
problem involves defining the concept of political culture in theoretical terms, 
linking political culture to the literature on political parties.  Using the 
institutional literature as a starting point, there are two important elements one 
must bear in mind when conceptualising and then analysing political culture 
within a political party. These elements are the institutional development of the 
party structure and the question of how the membership and leadership are 
motivated within a party. The first element brings into the analysis the wider 
relationship between political culture and social context, and the second takes 
into account the subjects who participate within the party, and their collective 
agency. I use the institutional literature because my study analyses the PSCh as 
a political institution, and researches how the political cultures frame internal 
agency. Hence, the study applies the concept of political culture to a political 
institution. Additionally, the PSCh and Chilean politics have thus far been 
largely analysed by Western scholars, comparing their conduct and behaviour 
with European cases, particularly the transition process in Eastern Europe 
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(Munck and Left, 1997; Linz and Stepan 1996). As I stated in the introduction, 
this study focuses on intra-party relations, particularly political culture and the 
way in which it frames power relations at micro-foundation level, focusing in 
the subjects which take part on those power relations rather than solely party 
structure. This research does not centre exclusively on party elites or the gender 
elements of party culture as these are unable to explain 0LFKHOOH %DFKHOHW¶V
nomination because they do not take into account complexities within the 
membership and leadership power relation. 
 
The analysis of political culture has a long history. Initially, political culture 
was used to bring behaviour closer to structure, with the aim of analysing the 
impact of behaviours on institutioQV $OPRQGDQG9HUED¶VFRPSDUDWLYHZRUN
about civic culture in many nations aimed to fill the methodological gap 
between the micro- and macro-perspective and hence to permit the 
operationalisation of the question of how agency impacts on institutions.  
Methodologically, therefore political culture connects micro-foundations to 
macro-foundations, through the formation of patterns of political culture which 
influence individual behaviour.  Nevertheless, their understanding of political 
culture did not involve collective agency as the object of analysis. Their 
definition was based on an individual dimension of politics, with political 
FXOWXUH FRPSRVHG RI LQGLYLGXDOV¶ LGHDV DERXW VRFLDO WUDGLWLRQV DQG SXEOLF
institutions.  Their definition of political culture focused on how individuals 
understood citizenship and the influence of these understandings on politics in 
different countries.  Their operationalisation of the concept of political culture 
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focused on individual agency and the presence of patterns of ideas regarding 
democracy and political institutions. These authors understood political culture 
as patterns of attitudes, feelings, and knowledge which are part of, and govern, 
political behaviour in a particular society. Almond and Verba (1965) defined 
political culture as coherent patterns that fit together and are expressed in 
citizens' behaviour. Therefore, the concept of political culture they advanced 
focuses on how citizens' attitudes determine the political development of a 
country. They argued that the development of the countries they studied was 
determined by the attitudes of citizens to politics on three levels: system (the 
OHJLWLPDF\ RI WKH JRYHUQPHQW LQ FLWL]HQV¶ SHUVSHFWLYH SURFHVV H[SHFWDWLRQV
about government); and policy (views about government). This 
conceptualisation established that every individual adds these patterns to 
his/her own personality according to a particular historical context and 
DFFRUGLQJ WR WKH FRPPXQLW\¶V IHHOLQJV DERXW SROLWLFV  $OWKRXJK 9HUED DQG
Almond contributes with the development of the idea of political culture, I will 
use a collective perspective to address the development of the patterns of 
political culture which is not found in this classic work about the topic.  I 
consider it necessary to bring into focus the collective dimension of politics in 
terms of the relationship between the membership and leadership for describing 
the formation of political cultures within a party, and the relevance of 
collective ties on its formation. These political cultures are diachronically 
developed, and are influenced by the social context (Hitchner, 1968).  
Diachronic development of a political culture takes into account the impact of 
the social context over a period of time. It involves the development of a 
political culture as part of a process. Therefore, the political cultures of 
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political parties are formed and modifiable in relation to historical contexts and 
conjunctures. The following section conceptualise the concept of political 
culture used for this research.  
Political culture as theoretical concept 
The existing literature on political culture demonstrates considerable 
theoretical and methodological debate around the use of this concept. The 
theoretical debate is focused on differences in conceptions of agency within 
political culture, with different perspectives emphasising individual or 
collective agency. The methodological debate focuses on problems in 
operationalising the concept of political culture.  This study defines political 
culture from the collective agency perspective presented in the work of Elkins 
and Simeon (1974; 1979). The collective agency perspective on political 
culture defines political culture as a framework for action (Elkins, 1993: 123). 
This framework for action is shared by the membership and leadership within 
parties, and it shapes internal political participation. This study takes into 
account the subjects who are considered legitimate members of the party and 
the patterns of ideas about political participation within the party which are 
shared by these subjects. I state that these patterns are the core elements which 
build political culture within parties.  This collective sense of political culture 
enables us to use Elkins' approach to parties. He considers the presence of 
patterns within the political culture, but suggests that these patterns are 
collectively constructed and shared within a community. Therefore, I take into 
account his conceptualisation for operationalising the concept of political 
culture in political parties. This study understands the political culture of a 
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party as a framework for action which is formed by patterns which influence 
SROLWLFDOSDUWLFLSDWLRQDPRQJWKHSDUW\¶VPHPEHUVKLS 
 
 
From the perspective of Almond and Verba, political culture is seen as a 
subjective dimeQVLRQ RI SROLWLFDO V\VWHPV DQG ³LW PXVW EH D GLYLVLEOH VHW RI
RULHQWDWLRQV WRZDUG WKHYDULRXVVWUXFWXUHVDQGDVSHFWVRI WKHSROLWLFDOV\VWHP´
(Almond, 2000: 153).  The content of political culture is formed by childhood 
experience, socialisation, education, media exposure, and adult experience with 
social, economic and governmental performance. The political culture affects 
the political and governmental structure and performance, by individual 
attitudes to institutions.  This perspective emphasises that all members of the 
political system know about parties and structures, and influence them through 
the attitudes that they have as individuals.  They have feelings related to them, 
and they evaluate or judge parties and political structures using subjective 
norms (Almond, Powell, Strom and Dalton, 2003).  Inglehart expands on this 
perspective by analysing post-industrial societies, values, and identities and 
their potential influence on individual choice in political elections in different 
types of societies (Inglehart, 1988: 1997). 
 
This view about political culture emphasises the role of social traditions, the 
meaning of public institutions, the understanding of citizenship, and the styles 
and codes of performance which are used by leaders. All of these factors are 
interpreted as a web of relations between individuals, resulting from their 
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collective history, from the political system, and from their unique lives as 
individuals.  Political culture is associated with certain long-standing concepts, 
such as rational ethos and spirit, political ideology, social values and national 
political psychology. As a result, political culture gives a structure and 
significance to the political sphere which is similar to the role of culture in 
social life (Pye and Verba, 1965).  This classical perspective is nation-centric in 
its analytic focus. It uses American democracy as the paradigmatic image of a 
well-developed political culture. As I previously state, the perspective 
developed by Almond and Verba assumes an individual perspective, focusing 
on isolated individuals to explain both the construction of political culture and 
its impact on institutions. What is missing from this understanding is the role of 
collective agency in political culture, as a phenomenon built and shared by a 
community. Firstly, this conception reduces society or communities to a set of 
individual rational actors, ignoring questions of race, class and gender. 
Secondly, it also reduces power as a concept individually and unevenly 
structured, reducing democracy and institutions to a set of individuals as the 
model of democratic political culture. Thus individuals have similar attitudes 
which are conceptualised as political cultures.  
 
 
By contrast, authors who define political culture as collective agency16 argue 
that political culture is a collective property, expressed by nations, regions, 
                                                          
16
     Collective agency is a framework of action by different groups of people, such as the 
general public and elites, which affects political outcomes (Reisenger, 1995), or power 
relations established by individuals (Nesbit-Larking, 1992). Also this concept links to symbolic 
interactionism in the view of Dittmer (1977), who defines political culture as a symbolic 
system. 
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classes, ethnic communities, and formal organisations, such as political parties. 
They emphasise that individuals have beliefs, values, and attitudes, yet as they 
belong to a particular culture they do not have an individual choice of culture. 
Unlike Verba and Almond, this perspective emphasises political culture as a 
framework for action rather than a set of specific actions or beliefs (Elkins, 
1993: 123). It integrates the influence of structure at the collective agency, and 
brings into our analytic lens questions of class, institutional structure, race and 
gender which gives a deeper way of thinking about how political cultures could 
either reinforces, disrupts ,challenges or transforms extant power inequalities 
within societies and communities. 
 
 
Chilton (1988) also develops a collective agency perspective about political 
culture. He develops nine categories to define the concept of political culture. 
Two fundamental categories are supramembership and sharedness.  
Supramembership theorises collective meanings in the conceptualization of a 
culture because it is focused on common elements that are shared by a group of 
people, a framework for common orientations. SharednesVUHIHUVWRD³XQLTXH
FXOWXUDOOLIHLQLWVUROHDVDFRPPRQIUDPHZRUNRIPXWXDORULHQWDWLRQ´&KLOWRQ
1988: 422). These categories emphasise the collective dimension of the 
concept. Additionally, both categories are linked to the micro- and macro-
perspective included in this concept.  Supramembership connects individuals to 
a certain context. Sharedness enables people to share a particular political 
culture, and legitimises them as members of certain groups. Thus, the concepts 
of supramembership and sharedness are important because they help us to 
understand the behaviour of political organisations, such as political parties, 
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and to consider how their members share a framework for action belonging to 
WKHLURUJDQLVDWLRQV7KHIDFWWKDWDSDUW\¶VPHPEHUVKLSVhares a common frame 
also identifies and legitimises individuals as members of this organisation. A 
SDUW\¶VSROLWLFDOFXOWXUHDVDIUDPHZRUNIRUDFWLRQHPEHGVWKHVKDUHGQHVVDQG
supramembership of its members. Base members and leaders use this frame to 
motivate their actions. Additionally, Chilton´s criteria bring subjectivity into 
the analysis of political culture because sharedness and supramembership 
define the subjects as legitimate actors within a particular political 
organization. Both concepts allow a deeper analysis of the formation and 
performance of political culture within collective entities such as communities 
or parties, linking structure and agency. The inclusion of both also bring into 
the analysis a collective dimension for looking at key concepts within a 
particular political institutions, and therefore define more clearly the impact of 
political culture on behaviours and political outcomes. 
 
 
Following this collective understanding, Hitchner (1968) and Gendzel (1997) 
argue that political culture is influenced by broad historical, social, 
philosophical and psychological forces. Also, Elkins and Simeon (1974) in 
their work on political culture in Canada consider the impact of the context 
when they seek to operationalise political culture. They analyse regional 
influences on the development of Canadian political culture, concluding that 
regional differences determine the development of political culture through the 
presence of subcultures. Those subcultures represent different patterns due to 
the difference presented on every Canadian region. Thus, different patterns 
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represent different cultures under this approach.  The above definition of 
political cultures through this patterns difference permit me to look at the 
presence of patterns as a key element for identify political cultures within 
collective organisation. Different from Canada, Chile17 does not show regional 
difference in the way in which it would be found in countries which have 
strong regionalism such as Brazil, Argentina or Mexico.  Hence, the study did 
not look at regional differences inside the party, but at the presence of patterns 
which could be identified within the membership and leadership. It traces ideas 
and meanings about legitimate forms of political participation, leadership and 
membership and identifies whether there is one unified political culture or 
more than one culture along the lines of tendencies or types of membership.   
This research will be looking at meanings and ideas that are shared by 
members and leaders because they are part of the same community or political 
party. They share similar narratives about participation, ideological heritage 
and solidarity ties that connect them to party.  
 
 
Depending on whether the individual or collective agency perspective is used 
there will be methodological differences in the operationalization of political 
culture as a framework of analysis. $OPRQG DQG 9HUED¶V IRFXV RQ LQGLYLGXDO
agency, which uses a synchronic perspective to analyse political culture, 
FHQWUHV RQ LQGLYLGXDOV¶ direct impact on institutions. In contrast, collective 
                                                          
17
      Chile does not have strong regionalism in the same way that Canada has Chile is a unitary 
state and its capital city has hegemonised most political decision-making. There are some 
differences between the north, the centre and the south of the country but Santiago, the capital 
FLW\KDVDVWURQJLQIOXHQFHRQWKHFRXQWU\¶VHFRQRPLFDQGSROLWLFDODFWLYLWLHV 
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agency as defined by Elkins and Simeon, and Chilton, involves a diachronic 
use of political culture as the object of study, because it considers aspects 
related to the context that impact on political culture. From this perspective, 
political culture is defined as a framework for action rather than a set of ideas 
or beliefs. This framework for action is identified with factors such as gender, 
language, and age. For this research, this framework for action will be 
identified by ideas and meanings that socialist members have about political 
participation and power relations within the party, taking into account gender 
and age difference among them and type of membership18 . Therefore, from a 
methodological point of view, defining the concept of political culture as a 
patterns used as framework for internal participation and power relations is 
central to identifying how it will be understood and applied. So I look at 
meanings and ideas about authority; types of participation; types of leadership 
and membership; and loyalty among those members and leaders.  
 
 
The two perspectives previously described have different methodological 
designs, one focused on a synchronic interpretation of political culture, and the 
other focused on a diachronic view. Both perspectives have particular relations 
with the context in which political culture is developed. In the first, the analysis 
is focused on individuals and their sets of beliefs and values. In the second, the 
analysis takes account of aspects of the social context in which political 
cultures are developed, and the influence of the context on political culture. I 
state that context influences political culture but contexts do not determine 
                                                          
18
 This research also looked at different factions within the party without finding any difference 
between those groups that evidence subcultures. 
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political cultures.  
 
Context includes the socioeconomic bases and the political bases including the 
institutional structures which impact on the development of political parties, 
such as the Chilean constitution, the electoral law and the political party 
system. The influence of the context is found in the formation of the patterns of 
political cultures. Context could reinforce the patterns of political culture by 
strengthening a particular type of political participation.  The context does not 
determine the internal agency of the party because agency also is formed by 
roles within membership and leadership as well as formal and informal 
organisation of the party. It is also important to take into account historical 
HYROXWLRQ GLIIHUHQW SDUW\¶V JHQHUDWLRQV DQG WKHLU H[SHULHQFH OLQNHG WR those 
context such as dictatorships or military coups.  
 
 
This study defines political culture using a collective agency perspective, 
conceptualising the patterns as frameworks for action. The political cultures of 
parties are influenced by their social, economic and political context and their 
political culture that frame internal participation. The patterns of political 
cultures help to shape and drive power relations between members and leaders. 
These patterns are shared by party members, and influence ideas and meanings 
related and political participation. In this way, the framework builds on 
Almond and Verba´s objective of connecting the micro- and macro-
foundations. This study centres on how the macro-foundation influences the 
micro- foundation. It also considers how collective agency frames and drives 
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the actions of PSCh members using the patterns of political culture. These 
authors develop their methodological standpoint in a synchronic way because 
they focus on the direct impact of individuals on institutions. However, I wish 
to analyse the impact of the social context across different historical periods on 
the process of institutional political culture formation and the impact of 
political culture on internal power relations between leaders and members, and 
how these relations have an influence on political outcomes. Therefore, this 
study adopts a diachronic perspective. 
 
 
3DUWLHV DUH QRW LQGLYLGXDO DFWRUV EXW WKH\ DUH FRPSRVHG RI GLIIHUHQW ³IDFHV´
depending on their environments and contexts (Van Biezen, 2000: 6). The 
presence of these patterns of political cultures represents those different faces.  
Applying the concept of political culture to a party, it is possible to consider the 
central idea of Almond and Verba, using their concept to bring the micro-
perspective, marked by individual agency, closer to the macro-perspective, 
emphasising structures and institutions. In this understanding of political 
culture, I examine how the collective agency of party members is influenced by 
transformations that occur within a given context, reinforcing types of 
participation and the characteristics embedded on them. Those characteristics, 
mainly ideas and meanings about political participation and power relations 
take form in the patterns of political cultures. As a result, the context helps with 
the formation of those patterns through forms of internal participation. The 
context mediated in relation to political culture through ideological and class 
IRUPDWLRQKLVWRULFDOHYROXWLRQSDUW\¶VQDUUDWLYHVDQGFRQWHxt experiences that 
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members and leaders have.  
 
This study links the concept of political culture to the institutional literature on 
political parties in order to operationalise this concept in relation to intra-party 
relations. Due to the fact that the study centres on parties as political 
institutions, I consider that the institutional literature on parties permits me to 
research political culture as a framework for political participation.  I take into 
account two levels of analysis present in the literature on parties: institutional 
development, and membership-leadership relations. Institutional development 
links the social context to the development of political culture, and it provides a 
diachronic perspective on this development. Membership-leadership relations 
give a collective perspective because they focus on patterns of meanings shared 
by party members and leaders, and how those patterns shape power relations 
EHWZHHQ WKHVH JURXSV 7KLV VWXG\ IROORZV 'XYHUJHUCV IRFXV RQ SDUWLHV¶
institutional development and membership-leadership relations, because this 
approach presents a diachronic perspective on political parties in which their 
institutional development impacts on the construction of membership and 
OHDGHUVKLS$OVR'XYHUJHU¶VDSSURDFKVXJJHVWVWKat different types of solidarity 
DUH SUHVHQW LQ SDUWLHV¶ PHPEHUVKLS +H VXJJHVWV WKH LPSRUWDQFH RI SROLWLFDO
culture inside parties for explaining political participation. I consider that this 
concept of multiple solidarities is similar to an understanding of political 
culture as a framework for action used by members and leaders to motivate 
WKHLU FRQGXFW 'XYHUJHU¶V YLHZ DERXW PHPEHUVKLS-leadership relations is 
complemented by Panebianco and Pizzorno's analyses of political participation 
in order to explain first types of political participation that it is possible to 
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found within political parties (Pizzorno) as well as the relevance of internal 
formal and informal organisation for establishing power relations 
(Panebianco). Pizzorno explains the tensions between individual and collective 
goals in political participation embedded in two particular systems of political 
participation, system of solidarity and system of interest, which are important 
part of the characterisation of the patterns of political cultuUH 3L]]RUQR¶V
DSSURDFKLVFRPSOHPHQWHGE\3DQHELDQFR
VLGHDVDERXWPHPEHUV
DQGOHDGHUV¶
relations based on incentives for understanding the nature of power relations 
and the way in which organisations influence the establishment of those power 
relations. His understanding is useful in order to comprehend the ways in 
which connections between members and leaders are developed within PSCh 
factions. 
 
The two levels of analysis, institutional development and membership-
leadership relations, both emphasise the political culture of the party, 
particularly its impact on political outcomes. The following pages centre on the 
conceptualisation of these levels developed within the institutional literature on 
political parties as a means to conceptualise more clearly how to operationalise 
WKH FRQFHSW RI SROLWLFDO FXOWXUH LQ WKH 36&K DQG LWV LPSDFW RQ %DFKHOHW¶V
election as presidential candidate. The following section explains how the 
concept of political culture will be operationalised. 
 
Political culture and party ?Ɛ literature 
 
 
The previous section defined the concept of political culture which is going to 
drive this research. The patterns of political culture of a party were defined as a 
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framework for action collectively constructed and shared by the party 
membership. These patterns represent the political culture of the party, frame 
its power relations to, and have an influence on, political outcomes such as a 
FDQGLGDWH¶V QRPLQDWLRQ 7KH SROLWLFDO FXOWXUH RI D SDUW\ LV LQIOXHQFHG EXW QRW
GHWHUPLQHG E\ D SDUW\¶V VRFLal context because other aspect such as types of 
membership and leadership are involved in the party agency. Thus, the 
development of political culture must be considered from a diachronic 
perspective.  Two levels of analysis to operationalise the concept of political 
culture were suggested above.  The first one is the institutional development of 
the party which embedded the diachronic perspective and connected the 
FRQFHSW WR WKH SDUW\¶V VRFLDO FRQWH[W 7KH VHFRQG OHYHO LV PHPEHUVKLS-
leadership relations which brings agency into the analysis, and gives a 
collective dimension to the political culture in a party. The institutional 
GHYHORSPHQWFRUUHVSRQGVWRWKHSDUW\¶VKLVWRULFDOWUDQVIRUPDWLRQVDVDSROLWLFDO
institution, which involves shifts in their strategies, organisational changes and 
historical evolution. For the PSCh case I will look at its development as an 
RUJDQLVDWLRQ LQIOXHQFHG E\ WUDQVIRUPDWLRQV LQ &KLOHDQ KLVWRU\ $OOHQGH¶V
administrDWLRQ3LQRFKHW¶VGLFWDWRUVKLS; the responses to these contextual shifts 
in internal transformations (introduction of democratic centralism) as well as 
differences in the experiences of contextual shifts, particularly generational 
history, the experience of the dictatorship, questions of class and ideological 
history. Membership-leadership relations bring in the subject and the way in 
which the subject carried on internal agency using political culture. I will  look 
at members who experience those transformation and have reinforced the 
patterns of the political culture because they experience the SDUW\¶VKLVWRULFDO
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transformations and they have conducted their power relations using the 
concepts, ideas and meanings about power and participation presented in the 
party while they have been members or leaders. I will be looking at how those 
ideas are reproduced by legitimised members and leaders, and how those ideas 
and meanings influenced contradictions and tensions found between the 
membership and leadership. I state that both levels help in the 
conceptualisation of patterns of political culture. The first level contributes 
with the characteristic and meanings which later form institutionalised patterns 
of power.  Those patterns are institutionalised by subjects that reproduce them 
(members and leaders of the party). The second level contributes with the way 
in which the patterns frame and shape the internal agency of members and 
leaders of the party.  
 
Contexts have been part of the analysis of political parties, particularly to 
understand the way in which structural changes influence political decision and 
strategies.  The classic work of Lipset and Rokkan (1967) on political cleavage 
H[SUHVVHV WKH UHOHYDQFH RI VRFLHWDO FRQWH[WV WR SROLWLFDO SDUWLHV¶ GHYHORSPHQW
This perspective adopts a structural approach to analyse the formation of left-
wing parties as well as to understand electoral swings in support for such 
parties, which is useful to consider the relevance of context but not for the 
formation of patterns of political culture. Political cleavages help to explain the 
UHODWLRQVKLSEHWZHHQYRWHUVDQGSROLWLFDOSDUWLHVSDUWLFXODUO\SDUWLHV¶IXQFWLRQV
but not for framing and conceptualising power relations between member and 
leaders within party organisation. The expressive function explains demands 
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and pressures for poliWLFDOSDUWLHV¶DFWLRQVWKHLQVWUXPHQWDODQGUHSUHVHQWDWLYH
functions are to deal with political demands and bargains. Those functions are 
developed in a scenario marked by structural cleavages which impact on forms 
of electoral representation which are engaged in by parties.  But this classic 
work does not go inside the party organisation at a micro-foundation level. It is 
important to consider that classic literature highlights the influence of context 
but this literature is not useful for this research which conceptualise the 
patterns of political culture for analysing the agency at the micro-foundation 
level. 
 
 
An author such as Frances Hagopian (2007) analyses the relationship between 
context and internal agency of the party through institutional impacts on 
political behaviour. She explains that the relationship between voters and 
SDUWLHVLVHVWDEOLVKHGE\SDUWLHV¶GHFLVLRQVDVDJHQWVRISROLWLFDOUHSUHVHQWDWLRQ
in modern democracies (582). She focuses on emerging democracies, where 
she suggests that structural and regime changes, as well as institutional 
incentives, could impact on the strategies and decisions of parties. Her work 
VKRZV NH\ OLQNDJHV EHWZHHQ SDUW\¶V EHKDYLRXU DQG FRQWH[WXDO FKDQJHV EXW LW
does not go in depth for conceptualising the influence of historical 
transformation of the party within that internal agency and how these might 
DOVR FRQWLQXH WR LQIOXHQFH DQG VKDSH D SDUW\¶V LQWHUQDO SRZHU UHODWLRQVKLSV
identity and decisions.  It focused on the behaviour of elites without taking into 
account that political parties are more complex institutions which include the 
presence of different types of members, with different understandings, 
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expectations and feelings about politics and political strategy. These 
frameworks notably exclude the influHQFH RI SROLWLFDO FXOWXUH RQ D SDUW\¶V
internal participation. 
 
.LWVFKHOW¶VZRUNDJRHVLQWRPRUHGHSWKDQGFRQQHFWVWKHSUDFWLFH
of politics to social identities, particularly the redefinition of individual and 
collective identities, which affects linkages between individuals and their 
understandings about markets, political institutions and cultural 
conceptualizations. His work differs from Pzreworski and Sprague (1986), 
DQDO\VLVDERXWVRFLDOLVWSDUWLHV¶HYROXWLRQZKLFKFHQWUHVRQHOHFWRUDOEHhaviour 
and decision-making within socialist parties. While Pzrewoski and Sprague 
look at choices and behaviour of political elites in the relationship between 
parties and their supporters in un-historicist and deterministic form, Kitschelt 
explores the idea of the formation of political consciousness, focuses on 
institutional explanations in order to comprehend linkages between citizens and 
political parties, using a phenomenological framework to understand the 
interaction between institutional structures such as market and work 
organizations and symbols used to process experiences on a cognitive level. 
Although Kistchelt understanding links context and parties, his focus does not 
include the agency within parties at the level of conceptualisation and 
formation of power relations among membership.  It considers structural 
FKDQJHV WRXQGHUVWDQGFKDQJHV LQSDUW\¶V LGHQWLWLHVDQGVWUDWHJLHV ,WGRHVQRW
look at changes within meanings and ideas of power used for framing 
collective action.  
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Typologies of political parties attempt to consider changes within context that 
pressure on party organisations making changes mainly in strategies. This point 
of view is implicit in the typologies proposed by Van Biezen (2000) and 
Gunther and Diamond (2003), in which the action of political parties is 
combined with changes experienced by post- industrial societies to understand 
different types of political parties. These authors claim that parties are 
developed as a consequence of foundational contexts (technological and social 
contexts) and the characteristics of those contexts imprint on the parties 
(Diamond and Gunter, 2003). Two concepts that reflect how changes in context 
LPSDFW RQ SDUWLHV¶ VWUDWHJLHV DUH FDWFK-all parties and cartel parties. The first 
type, catch-all party is based in the adoption of new strategies due to changes 
in the environment, affecting the behaviour of electors and political strategies. 
Kirchheimer (1966) defines catch-all parties as the next evolutionary stage of 
mass-parties where all mass-parties and denominational mass-parties are forced 
to become. He defines catch-all parties as a competitive phenomenon because 
WKLVW\SHLVFHQWUHGRQWKHFRPSHWLWRU¶VKRSHVIRUWKHEHQHILWVRQ(OHFWLRQ'D\
The author suggests that catch-all parties appeared with the de-ideologisation 
of political parties as a process in which ideology becomes vague and ceases to 
LQIOXHQFH SDUW\ VWUXFWXUHV ZLWK SROLWLFDO VWUXFWXUHV DQG SROLWLFDO JRDOV ³QRW
QHFHVVDU\ PRWLYDWLRQDO IRUFHV´  ZKLFK RSHUDWH LQ YRWHUV¶ FKRLFHV
SWUXFWXUDOFKDQJHVZLWKLQSDUWLHV¶FRQWH[WPRWLYDWHV.LUFKKHLPHUWRVWDWHWKDW
parties expressive function as channels to integrate individuals and group into 
the political order turns more ambiguous because this type of party tries to 
include a wide range of voters for electoral competition. A catch-all party can 
become more superficial in its internal organization because of the weak 
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attachment of the individual party members. Additionally, these parties are 
based on the electoral resources of their candidate, and have a marked electoral 
orientation because they need to attract the maximum of voters or interest-
groups. Thus the party as organization adds to its functions a new one as the 
collector of interest-groups' claims, limiting members' participation in action 
because the general nature of their political goals. His analysis represents a 
synchronic view of party behaviour in certain European countries, and opens 
new questions about the impact of party identities and meanings of power 
which in his definition of catch all parties remains unanswered. The type of 
party described by Kirchheimer undergoes structural changes which are linked 
to transformations occurring in Europe, analysing their strategic choices rather 
membership and leadership power relations. Panebianco (1988)  integrates this 
criticism when he assess that in the case of a catch-all party in Kirchheimer's 
sense, a new definition of party organization involves a new organizational 
identity because the conflictual nature of interest groups is lesser strong when 
other social groups are integrated under this model of the party. Thus, there is a 
QHZ³KXQWLQJJURXQG´EXWQRWDZLGHRSHQVRFLDOUHSUHVHQWDWLRQZKLFKKDVD
FOHDU LPSDFWRQ WKH IRUP WKDWSDUWLHV¶FROOHFWLYH LGHQWLWLHV WDNH LQ WKLV type of 
party. Kirchheimer's definition of catch-all party helps to identify changes in 
WKH VWUDWHJLF GLPHQVLRQ RI SROLWLFDO SDUWLHV DQG WKHLU LPSDFW RQ YRWHUV¶
alignments in the electoral competition, but it is not sufficient for explaining 
what PanebiancR¶VGHILQHFRQIOLFWXDOQDWXUHRILQWHUQDOLQWHUHVWJURXSVIRUPDO
and informal leaderships) and the nature of the relations of those interest 
groups with base membership still present in the party, which in Latin 
American countries still remain strong in comparison to Europe. In addition, 
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there are other societal changes that could explain those behaviours such as the 
appearance of new social identities and socio-economic changes (Kistchtel 
1993a, Wren and Mcelwain, 2007) which could influence changes introduced 
by parties in their organization and strategies. Thus, parties are not just agents 
of political action, but also structures which are influenced by societal contexts 
and changes in certain periods of time. Those changes might not just influence 
parties as organization, but their collective action and their internal agency and 
power relations and they might impact differently in terms of the histories, 
experiences, commitments and identities of different groupings within a single 
political party.  
 
 
CDUWHO SDUWLHV DUH DQRWKHU FRQFHSWXDOLVDWLRQ LQ ZKLFK SROLWLFDO SDUWLHV¶
typologies explain contextual influence in parties conduct. It represents a way 
to link parties with the State, which involves changes in internal dynamics 
because the political organization is fused with the State. While catch all party 
suggest changes within organisation for explaining internal dynamic, cartel 
SDUWLHV XQGHUOLQH WKRVH FKDQJHV IRU H[SODLQLQJ SDUW\¶V IXVLRQ ZLWK 6WDWH 7KH
model of the cartel party, as described by Katz and Mair (1995), is the next 
VWDJH LQ SDUWLHV¶ HYROXWLRQ DQG H[SUHVVHV FKDQJHV LQ WKH UHODWLRQVKLS EHWZHHQ
State and parties, particularly the symbiosis between parties and State. This 
party model understands that parties are the agencies of political groups which 
experience politics as spheres of competition, conflict and cooperation. 
Therefore, parties are agencies for political participation, for political demands 
to the State, and for capturing control of the state. Key differentiations between 
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cartel parties and mass parties are that mass parties represent civil society in 
order to modify public policy in the long-term and they are built based on 
social identities. Cartel parties represent semi-state agencies where the 
interpenetration between the state and parties can be observed, particularly 
patterns of inter-party collusion. Similar to catch-all parties, cartel party 
members are professional politicians but the structure is still important due to 
the relevance of local organizations to support party activity. Similarly to 
previous political party types, cartel parties present an evolutionistic 
perspective about their development, centred on the changes in their internal 
EHKDYLRXUV SDUWLFXODUO\ HOLWH¶V EHKDYLRXUV VLQFH WKH HPHUJHQFH RI PDVV-
parties. Similarly to catch all parties, it does not explain enough what occur 
with power relations between leadership and membership. Thus the micro-
foundation level is missed. This criticism is considering by Kitschelt (2000) 
who states that the cartel party model lacks accuracy in the micro- foundation 
of political action but in the linkages between voters and party politicians. He 
suggests that new political and economic challenges imposed by market 
economies, present in institutional systems of representation, pressure 
politicians to seek new political strategies because they become more 
YXOQHUDEOH WR YRWHUV
 GHPDQGV &DUWHO SDUWLHV¶ PRGHO RQO\ UHVSRQGV WR WKH
relevance of the state in the relationship between voters and political parties 
(Van Biezen 2000) but it does not respond to the fighting nature describing by 
Michels that characterise political parties. The conflictual dimensions of 
internal power as well as the organisation aspects of membership and 
leadership disappear in the described typologies of parties because those 
GHVFULSWLRQVPDLQO\LPSO\HOLWH¶VEHKDYLRXUUDWKHUWKDQSDUW\DVDQRUJDQLVDWLRQ
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with members and leaders and so in many ways an analysis of change, 
continuity, adaptability and crisis remain unexplained. Class background and 
gender are missing from those analyses as well as the role of formal and 
informal leaders within party decision making.   Those understanding do not 
explore changes within intra-party relations or any type of collective agency in 
sufficient depth. Although both types of parties show the relevance of context 
within strategic and organisations changes, both types of parties have 
evidenced WKDWWKHDQDO\VLVRISDUW\¶VDJHQF\QHHGVWRFRQVLGHUQRWRQO\PDFUR-
foundational level represented by context but also the micro-foundational 
aspect of agency. Thus, those types of party analysis are not useful for our 
research. As I stated before, the patterns of political culture could join both 
OHYHOIRUDQDO\VLQJSDUW\¶VDJHQF\EXWLWVUHVHDUFKQHHGVWRLQFOXGHERWKOHYHOV
at the same time. It needs to take into account context as well as intra party 
relations, particularly how power relations are framed within political parties. 
Institutional development of political parties 
  
 
Thus far I have discussed the concept of political culture and the way in which 
I am attempting to use if for this research. I have defined the political culture as 
patterns used as frameworks for action collectively developed within the 
political party, which is used for framing and shaping power relations and 
political participation. Those patterns are influenced by class, gender, 
ideological heritage, historical evolutions and life-experiences. I have stated 
that to operationalise this concept one needs to develop a two levelled analysis 
which brings in the context (macro-foundational level of the concept) with the 
agency. The way in which this research brings the context is through the 
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institutional development of the party, which exhibits how external changes 
have influenced the meanings that frame political participation within the party 
as institution and at the levels of members and leaders.  Previous studies that 
have explored the role of political culture in political parties have missed this 
point. For example, the work of Jo Freeman (1986), who uses it in a 
comparative study on the US Democratic and Republican parties in order to 
determine the differences between both parties in terms of their structures and 
SRZHUUHODWLRQVDQGWKHOHDGHUV¶UROHLQWKHSDUW\VWUXFWXUH+HUZRUNFHQWUHV
on the interaction between groups and the party structure, but it does not 
include the type of patterns that drive those power relations or the way in 
which those relations have been formed. She uses a synchronic analysis for 
describing internal behaviours rather than define the norms embedded in these 
behaviours.  In particular she looks at the relationship between the political 
elite and the party structure for describing the dynamics that party bosses use 
for carrying on their political activities and maintaining power. There are also 
studies of political culture and political parties as part of analyses of electoral 
changes and continuities (Moises, 1993) and on activism in relation to electoral 
results (Fielding, 2001). However, these also do not take into account the 
dynamics of the internal membership and how these impact electoral changes 
and results.  Political culture analysis could be limited to elite ideologies as 
Putnam (1971) states in his study about political culture. Although these studies 
are helpful examples for researching political culture within parties, this study 
aims to conceptualise the patterns of political culture and the way in which 
those patterns frame internal relations as we are faced with a puzzle with 
%DFKHOHW¶VHOHFWLRQEHFDXVHWKHFRPSOHxities that this event presents. Therefore, 
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these studies are not useful for the operationalisation of the concept of political 
culture in the PSCh.  In this study, the concept of political culture is applied to 
mass parties, a typology that has characterised the development of socialist 
parties in modern democracies. The PSCh has been characterized as a mass 
party due to its historical development and type of membership, and it has not 
changed into a cartel party type because its structure did not merge with the 
State while it was part of the Concertacion 3DUW\¶V VWUXFWXUH UHPDLQHG
independently from State apparatus. This structure has been weakened because 
to the role of factions as informal structures that I explain in Chapter 5 
(Pp247). It additionally has not become in a catch-all party type in the selection 
of leaders and candidates as Chapter 5 describes. Also the party has not de-
ideologised itself. It has introduced liberal ideas in its background, abandoning 
the traditional Marxist definition. 
  
The classical literature on political parties addresses the impact of social 
contexts on the development of political parties in modern democracies. The 
emergence of democratic ideologies and the expansion of the electorate are two 
aspects highlighted in the development of electoral committees and political 
groups that led to the establishment of parties in Western democracies. The 
expansion of suffrage permitted the emergence of ideologies linked to 
nationalistic, religious or secular movements (LaPalombara and Weiner, 1966). 
In other words, transformations in political and the social contexts impacted on 
the development of parties. But also context influences the way in which 
political participation is carried on within the party considering the type of 
members that party includes in its organisation, their gender, social class 
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background, ages and race. The same suffrage expansion allowed not only the 
introduction of working class members within political parties but also women 
, for the case of the PSCh was from 1933 ( Chapter 3:135). This diversity of 
membership influenced the definition of political participation, which was 
understood and framed as diverse, plural or democratic. Thus, socioeconomic 
and political context do not only refer to the introduction of ideological 
frameworks within political parties, such as liberal ideas within the PSCh since 
1990s. It also contributes with the nature of membership. Duverger indirectly 
considers the influence of context in the development of parties, linking the 
development of mass parties with the inclusion of new political actors as was 
described above. Following his analysis, those new political actors (which are 
PRVWO\ZRUNLQJFODVVHVLQIOXHQFHVPDVVSDUWLHV¶GHYHORSPHQWWKURXJKERWKWKH
internal solidarities aQGWKHW\SHRIPHPEHUVKLS'XYHUJHU¶VXQGHUVWDQGLQJRI
solidarities is connected to types of membership within those organisations. 
Thus, the idea of SDUWLFXODUOLQNDJHVEDVHGRQSDUW\¶V members is relevant for 
considering that the development of the party and the forms that political 
SDUWLFLSDWLRQWDNHWKURXJKRXWSDUW\¶VKLVWRU\,WLVLPSRUWDQWWRWDNHLQWRDFFRXQW
class, ideological affiliations, generations and their experiences of context. 
Those elements are expressed in solidarity ties within membership, which 
frame those experiences within meanings and ideas about political action. 
 
A second aspect present within institutional development is that structural 
transformations influence the historical development of political parties, not 
only in the way in which their theoretical and ideological background is 
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defined, but also in the subjects who enact internal agency. This is also part of 
institutional development, which is to say, the way in which parties were 
created and developed. Also historical contexts are considered as factors in the 
development of political parties through the existence of social cleavages 
impacting on the development of both cultural and territorial identities prior to 
SDUW\ IRUPDWLRQ7KLVSDUWLFXODU DVSHFW OLQNVSDUW\¶V LQVWLWXtional development 
with the historical transformations found within those contexts. It connects 
SDUWLHVZLWKFULWLFDOHYHQWVDQG WUDQVIRUPDWLRQVDQG WKHLU LQIOXHQFHRQSDUWLHV¶
development. For example a main event which marked the PSCh history was 
the eleFWLRQ RI 6DOYDGRU $OOHQGH¶V DV SUHVLGHQW LQ  7KLV HYHQW ZDV WKH
result of internal transformation in the Chilean social and economic context 
which impacted the PSCh political cultures (Chapter 3:158-167). This 
particular event shaped ideas and meanings about participations and power of 
generations of socialist members who defined this event as the triumph of 
pluralism and democracy. Therefore, I will focus on critical historical 
transformations and trace their impact on the internal patterns of meaning 
about political participation in relation to members taking into consideration 
their experience of this historical junctures, their solidarities, generation and 
class. 
  
Participation, membership and leadership in parties 
 
 
As I previously stated, membership and participation are key elements within 
political parties, and are necessary to take into account to conceptualise the 
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patterns of meaning about political participation -political culture ± of a party.  
Studies about these issues in Latin America have centred on how political 
parties developed their internal membership rather than internal membership 
agency itself. As I stated in the Introduction (Pp15-17), the analysis of parties' 
internal realities brings together research about membership, leadership, 
candidacy selection, and informal institutions. This study is closest to those 
which centre on intra party relations, using the frame of political culture to 
EULQJWRJHWKHUDSDUW\¶VPDFUR-foundation with its internal agency. 
 
 
It was previously suggested that gender, race and class are factors which need 
to be consider when membership is introduced within the analysis of political 
culture. For example, literature about political parties and gender address 
cultural factors to explain women inclusion within political participation and 
SDUWLHV¶ DJHQF\ .HQZRUWK\ DQG 0DODPL  0RRUH DQG 6KDFNPDQ 
and Norris and Ingelhart 2001). An interesting perspective is presented by   
Ballington and Matland (2004) which addressed how internal practices and 
forms RI SROLWLFDO SDUWLFLSDWLRQ DUH UHOHYDQW LQ H[SODLQLQJ ZRPHQ¶V
participation. Informal roles such as gatekeepers and informal rules have an 
LPSDFWRQZRPHQ¶VSURPRWLRQZLWKLQSROLWLFDOSDUWLHV$OVR WKH\VXJJHVW WKDW
ZRPHQ
V HQWU\ LQWR WKH ³DOO ER\V FOXE´ do not promote a shift in gender 
dynamics and the exercise of power. This literature suggests that practices and 
meanings about power and political participation impact on the way in which 
LQIRUPDOUXOHVDQGSUDFWLFHVLQIOXHQFHDQGVKDSHZRPHQ¶VSDUWLFLSDWion. Taking 
that case as an example, patterns of political culture could explain how 
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%DFKHOHW¶V RU RWKHU ZRPHQ RYHUFRPH WKHVH W\SHV RI LQWHUQDO EDUULHU RU LI
women are reinforcing those barriers. Gender is not the main focus on the 
thesis.  It integrates gender but it is put in broader perspective along with 
ideological heritages and experiences of context.  
 
  
7RDSSO\ WKH FRQFHSWRISROLWLFDO FXOWXUH WR DSDUW\ LQYROYHV WUDFLQJDSDUW\¶V
political culture through the different levels of party membership and 
leadership, focusing on the way in which it frames intra-party relations, 
particularly understandings of participation.  It focuses on patterns of meaning 
which frame daily agency within party organisation; the actors that are using 
those patterns; the type of members and the type of leaders that are applying 
this framework for action; and the spaces where those patterns are used, formal 
organisation or other type of informal organisation. Exploring membership-
leadership relations as levels of analysis iQ WKLV ZD\ KHOSV WR PDS D SDUW\¶V
political culture at the micro-foundation level. 
 
Party literature implicitly presents the content of a party's political culture, 
through its conception of structures and interactions inside the party. Duverger 
refers to types of social connections based on the impact that these connections 
had on the evolution of a party´s internal structures. He considers the nature of 
SDUWLFLSDWLRQ LQ SROLWLFDO SDUWLHV DV D ³FROOHFWLRQ RI FRPPXQLWLHV D XQLRQ RI
small groups dispersed throughout the country (branches, caucuses, local 
associations) and linked by co-RUGLQDWLQJ LQVWLWXWLRQV´ +HGLYLGHV
party members into three categories: supporters, members and militants. In his 
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analysis, each category represents one distinctive type of political participation 
defined by its nature, because each category represents one type of solidarity. 
These types of solidarity express how members understand participation. 
Duverger`s idea of participation is embedded in his conceptualisation of 
communities. The community is defined as a social group founded on 
SUR[LPLW\ QHLJKERXUKRRG DQG ³VROLGDULW\ WKURXJK VLPLODULWLHV´  
An association is based on interest, while an order is based on voluntary 
membership and is the base for political participation within parties. The idea 
of types of social connections and the presence of communities underline the 
importance of frames among membership, which can help to conceptualise 
patterns of political culture. Those are not necessary common ideas and 
PHDQLQJV SUHVHQWHG ZLWKLQ SDUW\¶V PHPEHUVKLS EXW WKH UHVXOW RI SDUWLFXODU
solidarities and social connections presented among members who shared 
similar experiences. Thus exiles, clandestine activity as well as 1973 coup turn 
important events which could strengthen linkages among people within 
organisations, resulting in common understandings about participation and 
SRZHU UHODWLRQV FRPLQJ IURP IRU H[DPSOH WKH EDVHV¶ H[SHULHQFHV )ROORZLQJ
this understanding, gender, age and class background could be an important 
factor for characterising a particular pattern of political culture. For the case of 
political parties, internal factions and particular groups inside of it could reflect 
some difference that might turn into subcultures.  As a result, membership- 
leadership relations is a key level to bring into the analysis the differential 
impact of contexts on agent and bring into view the complex levels of political 
culture in a party. Duverger does not mention the presence of particular 
cultures or identities in each category, but he concludes that in every political 
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party, these three types of social links coexist. This conclusion could lead us to 
consider that the composition of a political culture in a party is not constructed 
from a unitary point of view, but from the diverse standpoints of its members 
and their positions in the party organisation. Hence, Duverger implies that 
particular identities coexist at the same time in a party. These identities could 
DOVR GHILQH WKH SDUW\¶V SDUWLFXODU SROLWLFDO cultures and also the presence of 
subcultures within them. These political cultures and subcultures could be 
connected to identities and types of membership and the way in which these 
types of membership are part of conceptualisations of patterns used within the 
party. The theory of types of membership enables us to understand how 
SROLWLFDO SDUWLFLSDWLRQ LV FRQGXFWHG E\ D SDUW\¶V PHPEHUVKLS DQG KRZ WKH
political culture drives power relations but is not of necessity unitary or 
homogenous. 
 
This study looks at base members and leaders, and political cultures used by 
them to drive their political participation within the party, and to develop their 
internal power relationships. This study looks at the pattern of political culture 
between legitimate members and leaders, which are used by them to drive their 
power relations. Legitimate membership and leaders are those who actively 
participate within the party, and whose activities are recognised and accepted 
by the whole membership.  At the base membership level, I look to identify 
how membership is legitimised, and how the pattern of meanings of political 
participation motivates members' conduct. Leadership type centres on how 
leadership is legitimised among party members and how the political culture 
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motivates leadership relations with base members. The relationship between 
members and leaders is driven by the patterns of political culture. The way in 
which these patterns are used could be linked to the position of members 
within the party organisation, particularly if members are base members or 
party leaders. 
 
Merely focusing on leaders and members is not enough for conceptualise 
political culture within parties. It is needed to take into account informal 
relationships within membership and leadership and the way in which those are 
driven by patterns of power rather than to focus just on formal relations so it is 
necessary to go further in the conceptualisation and centre on those relations. 
'XYHUJHU¶VDQDO\VLV HQDEOHVXV WRREVHUYH WKHSROLWLFDO FXOWXUHRISDUWies as a 
framework for action which motivates party members' political participation. 
Inside the internal organisation, there are types of membership and leadership. 
In the case of the leadership, Duverger establishes differences between formal 
and informal leaders centred on the way in which political participation is 
FRQGXFWHGE\DSDUW\¶V OHDGHUV+HHVWDEOLVKHVDGLIIHUHQWLDWLRQEHWZHHQSDUW\
officers and bosses. The party officers are the titular leaders who are 
democratically elected but who do not have real power. The real power is based 
on party bosses who are the real leaders. The informal organisation is termed a 
machine and is organised through co-optation. Therefore, the membership and 
leadership within parties are connected to how both categories are practised as 
roles by subjects inside the party.  So this particular conceptualisation is useful 
for me because it bring together the different faces that political culture could 
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have within party organisation, in particular the presence of different cultures 
as well as subcultures and how these can be articulated both formally and 
informally.  
Pizzorno (1981) goes into more depth about types of membership and internal 
participation through the principle of identification, defining political 
organisations as structures of confidence and solidarity, with a common culture 
and goals. This definition is relevant for my conceptualisation of political 
culture because types of participation could represent different political 
cultures that membership and leadership could have due to generational 
differences as well as in types of solidarities and linkages. He suggests that 
political participation is determined by a set of individual interests that impact 
on parties at three levels of political action: social bases of interest (the class); 
active party members of a social movement that reinforces collective solidarity; 
and leaders, or professional politicians who reinforce individual utilities. 
Pizzorno perceives political activity as a sort of political professionalization. 
He divides the bases of motivation for political participation into a system of 
solidarity and a system of interests. The former is based on the concept of a 
community of equals, with a system of action based on the solidarity of actors 
in which cooperation prevails through the achievement of common goals.  This 
V\VWHPFRXOGEH LGHQWLILHGDVEHLQJ WKHSDUWLFLSDQWV¶PRWLYDWLRQZKLFK LV³WKH
gratification of belongings, sociability, mutual support, and the sense of 
identity that is derived from WKHVH´   7KH ODWWHU WKH V\VWHP RI
interest, the next stage in the development of Western parties, is where the 
sense of society based on the interests of the actors and competition prevails. 
Here the motivation for participation is individualistic, focused on individual 
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advantages in terms of political power. This conceptualisation of systems of 
participation could be linked with the idea of communities and solidarities 
SUHVHQWHGLQ'XYHUJHU¶VZRUNZKLFKJLYHVWRWKHFRQFHSWXDOLVDWLRQRISROLWLFal 
culture enough depth for considering the presence of cultures and subcultures 
within parties by enabling conceptualisation and analysis of diversity within 
and between membership and leadership. Both cultures and subcultures could 
coexist and also provoke clashes among them. Pizzorno explains there is a 
WHQVLRQEHWZHHQWKHJRDOVRIWKHLQGLYLGXDODQGFROOHFWLYHDFWLRQLQ3L]]RUQR¶V
work, because individual goals motivate political participation, but the basis for 
SROLWLFDO FKRLFH LV ³VRPH NLQG RI FROOHFWLYH LGHQWLILFDWLRQ´   ZLWK
parties' goals. This identification defines political organisations as structures of 
trust and solidarity which share common goals and a common cultural 
background. The tension between individual goals and collective identification 
prevails in Pizzorno's work, and he explains political participation through this 
tension. The tension between these two sets of goals is related to the two types 
of systems of participation which could be used to understand the relationship 
between members and leaders within the Chilean Socialist Party, and 
FRQFHSWXDOLVH WKH SDWWHUQV RI SROLWLFDO FXOWXUHV 3L]]RUQR¶V FRQFHSWV RI
collective identification and individual goals help to explain the differentiation 
that exists between the base membership and leadership in the PSCh, and how 
their relationship is driven within the party by a set of common frameworks for 
action. This is how leaders or base members identify themselves in the party, 
and how this differentiation links membership and leadership to collective 
JRDOV DQG LQGLYLGXDO JRDOV UHVSHFWLYHO\ 7KXV 3L]]RUQR¶V XQGHUVWDQGLQJ DOVR
FRXOG DOORZ XV WR H[SODLQ FRQWUDGLFWLRQV ZLWKLQ SDUW\¶V DJHQF\ DV D UHVXOW RI
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political cultures. Both, Pizzorno and Duverger contribute to give a great depth 
to the concept of political culture within a party because their ideas about 
membership and participation bring the diversity within membership and 
leadership relations as well as characterisation of participation linked to those 
relations. 
 
Another contribution to this theoretical framework comes from Panebianco 
(1988), who analyses the bonds between leaders and followers in relation to the 
types of incentive present within the party and how these incentives could 
affect this relationship when parties become unequal organisation without a 
clear ideology. His understanding complements Pizzorno`s ideas about political 
participation because Panebianco centres political participation in the presence 
of incentives given by leaders to members.  He describes the relationship 
between members and leaders through the unequal distribution of incentives 
which characterise power relations. These incentives could be collective or 
selective. The distribution of incentives allows leaders to assure members' 
obedience. Thus, 3DQHELDQFR¶V DQDO\VLV RI LQFHQWLYHV LV LPSRUWDQW LQ
understanding how individualization within the PSCh introduces clientelism in 
the relationship between members and leaders. Clientelism can be understood 
IROORZLQJ3DQHELDQFR¶VLGHDRILQFHQWLYHVDQGLVKere defined as the exclusive 
distribution of selective incentives from leaders to members.  
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0LFKHOV¶ ZRUN  KHOSV XV WR FRQFHSWXDOLVH SRZHU UHODWLRQV 7KLV FODVVLF
definition of political parties centres the internal relations of an unequal 
distribution of power between leaders and members. He defines the political 
SDUW\ WKH PRGHUQ GHPRFUDWLF SDUW\ DV D ³ILJKWLQJ RUJDQLVDWLRQ´  
dominated by militarist ideas and methods. In his definition, it is implicit that 
the conceptualisation of democracy is that it is ruled by dominant elite, a 
political elite (even if a mass-based elite) who ultimate aim is to replace the 
power of a minority with themselves, another minority. Thus power involves an 
unequal relation based on the dominance and co-optation of political elites, 
which could be used for understanding how power relations are established 
between members and leaders. Michels´ theory of party oligarchies is based on 
a claim that the presence of leaders is necessary for the masses because of the 
PDVVHV
 LQDELOLW\ WR JRYHUQ WKHLU RUJDQLVDWLRQ 7KXV 0LFKHOV¶ WKHRU\ KDV LWV
roots in the elitist theory of democracy, with the presence of elites and 
followers being due to the impossibility of the masses being able to practice 
direct democracy (defined as the self-JRYHUQPHQW RI WKH PDVVHV 0LFKHOV¶
framework presents a system of parties controlled by elites and ruled by 
charismatic leaders, underpinned by a deterministic perspective on the 
development of democracy and party activity, resulting in a decline in party 
membership because of the professionalization of leadership. The unequal 
relation and co-RSWDWLRQSUHVHQWHGLQ0LFKHO¶VZRUNFRXOGEHLQWHJUDWHGLQWKH
way in which power relations within parties are analysed. Particularly it is 
considered if the dominant nature in the linkages between members and leaders 
could reinforce or underline a particular type of participation and power 
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relationship which is shaped and legitimised by political cultures and/or sub-
cultures within the party. 
  
'XYHUJHU¶V definition of political elite is similar to that of Michels but 
Duverger links the type of leadership to the development of each party. From 
0LFKHOV¶ SHUVSHFWLYH WKH W\SH RI OHDGHUVKLS GHILQHV WKH SDUW\ EHFDXVH KLV
definition of leadership incorporates the idea that political parties are fighting 
organizations. Political parties are the arena for the struggles of leaders. By 
contrast, Duverger links the type of party to the nature of political participation 
and leadership found within political organizations. Both authors define elites 
IURPDKHJHPRQLFDQGROLJDUFKLFSHUVSHFWLYHLQWKHZD\WKDWGRPLQDWHSDUWLHV¶
internal agency. Duverger establishes this characterisation in its 
conceptualisation of bosses, machines and titular leaders. He points out that 
while the formal organisation is controlled by titular leaders, the real power 
rest on the informal structure of machines and their bosses, who exercise the 
real power of the party. As I stated above, this hegemonic and oligarchic views 
contributes to characterise the nature of power relations between members and 
leaders within the PSCh. The nature of this relationship could be reflected by 
SDUWLHV¶SROLWLFDORXWFRPHVRULQWKHQDWXUHRILQWHUQDOFODVKHVDQGWHQVLRQVDVD
result of those outcomes; thus, it is important to integrate both authors to my 
analysis. I take into account Michels' ideas about co-optation and 
authoritarianism, as well as his understanding about elites conduct, as this 
helps to conceptualise meanings of political participation coming from 
leadership.  
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The authors discussed in this section (Duverger, Pizzorno, Panebianco and 
Michels) suggest, directly and indirectly, the presence of a political culture of 
political parties as a framework for action. This framework for action is 
expressed through political participation, the membership in parties, and the 
leadership. This framework for action or political culture can be found in the 
relations between members and leaders, which shape political participation. 
Michels conceptualises a type of political leadership, an elitist style that moves 
towards non-democratic practices and its impact on the development of a 
political party. Duverger considers the coexistence of different types of social 
relations based on types of membership, called solidarities, which are different 
from one another. These solidarities express the relationship between members 
and leaders in political parties, and could be the base for different political 
cultures and subcultures. I would suggest that this relationship between 
members and leaders characterises political participation inside a party. This 
relationship is defined by the position of members within the party 
organisation. It shapes political participation because power relations are 
established between the base membership and the party elite. Thus, to look at 
membership-leadership relations is to look at common solidarities that framing 
types of participation as well as the way in which political culture could 
strengthen or weaken power relations within a party.  
 
 
Duverger explains political participation through the existence of different 
types of solidarities, in a collective sense. These solidarities are part of 
'XYHUJHU¶VGHILQLWLRQRISDUWLHVEHFDXVH WKH\GHILQH HDFK W\SHRI FRPPXQLW\
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present inside the party. For Pizzorno, political parties are consequences of a 
system of representation. In this system, parties play the role of organised 
interest groups, in a context where individual and collective utilities coexist. 
Following this understanding, the system of interest prevails over time, in 
opposition to the system of solidarity. In addition, the process of identification 
with political activity involves a process of definition based on particular goals, 
in which the prevalence of collective identification becomes difficult due to the 
maximisation of individual interest as a consequence of changes in the system 
of representation. Both perspectives are included in the conceptualisation of 
political culture for this research. The presence of different goals are linked to 
type of participation, system of solidarity and system of interest (Pizzorno) 
ZKLFKPLJKW LQYROYHGLIIHUHQFH FRPPXQLWLHV¶ VROLGDULWLHV DQG OLQNDJHVZLWKLQ
membership and leadership.   Pizzorno presents an evolution within the 
systems of representation. However, the presence of different faces within the 
parties could be linked to the presence of both systems rather than an evolution 
of them. This issue could help us to explain the nature of political cultures and 
subcultures within parties because the type of solidarities presented in both 
systems. 
 
 Duverger and Pizzorno agree on the presence of different types of solidarities 
and particular types of membership inside political parties. Duverger identifies 
these issues in his typology of membership and leadership, which suggests that 
base and leadership would have different solidarities and political cultures than 
base membership. Pizzorno identifies the presence of these solidarities and 
79 
 
 
 
types of membership through his theory of the relationship between collective 
agency and individual agency, which is reflected by the incentives to 
participate in political parties by individuals: individual participation 
(individual agency) and collective identification (collective agency). Both 
authors offer a complex perspective on political parties which reflects the 
SDUWLHV¶ LQWHUQDO DFWLRQV %RWK LQWHUSUHWDWLRQV VXJJHVW WKDW SROLWLFDO SDUWLHV DUH
not compact groups when they are taking decisions.  Rather, they exhibit 
internal contradictions due to the diversity of solidarities in their support-base 
which could be seen as political cultures and subcultures as they practice and 
adhere to different patterns of participation.   Their decisions are linked to the 
position that the membership has within the party and its connections to the 
leadership. The positions inside the party influence how power relations are 
developed by members. I focus on how the patterns of meanings for political 
participation are used to establish power relations between members and 
leaders. Therefore, the internal political culture of political parties, and the 
framework for action, must present different elements, suggesting that parties, 
as political institutions, have internal forces which interact with one another 
and among which one can identify a political culture or subcultures which can 
influence political outcomes. 
 
Pizzorno develops a complex understanding of political parties based on the 
existence of interest groups and the ways in which these groups respond to 
different types of unequal relations. These unequal relations are represented by 
the three categories of membership and the political relation that Pizzorno 
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identifies. Panebianco contributes to understanding the relationship between 
members and leaders based on the distribution of incentives, focusing on the 
relationship between leaders and members.  All four authors show the presence 
of particular forms of political participation in parties, which are analysed from 
the perspective of membership-leadership relations. These elements provide a 
framework for action because they determine the political participation within 
parties, and hence, their internal development. Therefore, the analyses provided 
by these authors could be linked to the political culture of a party. Duverger 
analyses the institutional evolution of political parties and the ways in which 
this evolution impacts on party structure and membership-leadership relations. 
Michels focuses on the power relations between the leaders and the masses to 
define the development of political parties. Pizzorno and Panebianco identify 
alternative methods of participation, and power relations in political 
organisations and hence the potential for alternative forms of political culture. 
Indirectly, the literature on political parties described in this section shows the 
existence of a political culture of political parties, influenced by their 
institutional development (Duverger) and by their social context (Panebianco), 
and by their internal power relations (Pizzorno, Panebianco and Michels). This 
political culture motivates relationships between members and leaders due to 
the fact that it shapes political participation within a party. The concept of 
SROLWLFDO FXOWXUH KHOSV XV WR DQDO\VH SDUWLHV¶ FRPSOH[LWLHV DQG KRZ WKHVH
complexities impact on political outcomes. From a methodological perspective, 
an analysis of membership-leadership relations allows us to comprehend the 
form that a political culture could take in parties, which could be expressed 
WKURXJK SDUWLHV¶ SROLWLFDO RXWFRPes. It allows exploration of political culture- 
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whether it is there, if there are more than one, and then what impact they have 
on outcomes. Additionally it centres on communalities among membership and 
leadership that could be used as a basis from which emerged these patterns. 
These communalities come from common experiences within participation; 
roles exercised within the party; experiences of context from different subjects 
(e.g.. exiled elites and base members in Chile during Augusto Pinochet 
regime). As a result, those differences among those communalities are not 
necessary found inside formal or informal organisations such as factions, but 
on relations established among members.    
 
The authors discussed here emphasise the relevance of membership-leadership 
UHODWLRQVWRDSDUW\¶VRXWFRPHV3L]]RUQRDQG3DQHELDQFRLQSDUWLFXODUGHVFULEH
tensions in the relationship between members and leaders which must be 
considered in order to explain the way in which patterns of political 
participation drive their actions. The three authors analysed in this section 
highlight that membership has different levels, and that these levels have 
certain types of solidarities (Duverger). These solidarities are also expressed at 
the individual level and at the collective level (Pizzorno), and are linked to a 
party's context (Panebianco). Thus, the study of the political culture of political 
parties has to consider the different levels of participation and to observe the 
impact of these levels of participation on the conduct of parties and on the 
relationship between members and leaders. 
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7KLV VWXG\ DGRSWV 'XYHUJHU¶V GHILQLWLRQ RI WKH W\SHV RI PHPEHUVKLS DQG
leadership within parties so as to theorise the political culture of a political 
SDUW\'XYHUJHU¶VGHILQLWLRQ WDNHV LQWRDFcount the presence of different types 
of solidarities among the membership in a political party. These types of 
VROLGDULWLHV GHILQH WKH SROLWLFDO SDUWLFLSDWLRQ RI SDUW\ PHPEHUV 'XYHUJHU¶V
model of political parties posits the existence of a collective sense which 
underlies political participation based on types of membership and leadership. 
This study uses Duverger´s conceptualization at this level to identify the types 
of membership and leadership within the PSCh. It also draws upon Pizzorno 
and Panebianco´s explanation of political participation to describe the 
relationship between members and leaders of the party. This relationship is 
portrayed in terms of the tension between individual goals (practice pattern) 
and collective identification (institutional pattern) to analyse political 
participation. Although this interpretation is distinct from the collective agency 
perspective of political culture, it is useful so as to understand the relationship 
between members and leaders. Both Pizzorno's and Panebianco's 
understandings of political participation are complemented with Michels' idea 
of elites behaviour, which defines the relationship between members and 
leaders in terms of co-RSWDWLRQ DQG DXWKRULWDULDQLVP 7KHVH WKUHH DXWKRUV¶
definitions of participation and power relations help us to analyse how the 
patterns of meanings of political participation are used by members and leaders 
inside the PSCh. 
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The concept of political culture in a party combines Duverger's definition of 
membership-leadership relations with Pizzorno´s understanding of how 
internal participation takes shape between members' and leaders' perspectives, 
and the tensions resulting from these perspectives. Panebianco`s perspective 
contributes the idea of the system of incentives because it allows us to research 
political participation within the party in depth. Regarding leadership, I shall 
GHSOR\ 'XYHUJHU¶V SHUVSHFWLYH EHFDXVH LW DOORZV XV WR DQDO\VH W\SHV RI
membership and their influence upon the political leadership. I also include 
Michels' focus on political elites and their moves towards authoritarianism and 
the co-optation of base members. 
 
Comments about political culture and political outcomes 
 
I have conceptualised political culture, linked to the institutional literature on 
political parties, as a means to operationalise my research questions.  It has 
been suggested that institutional development and membership-leadership 
relations must be taken into account when researching the political culture of 
political parties. The model of institutional development links the party with its 
VRFLDO FRQWH[W LQ RUGHU WR LGHQWLI\ WKH LQIOXHQFH RI WKLV FRQWH[W RQ D SDUW\¶V
conduct. The analysis of membership-leadership relations centres on how 
political participation is driven by party members and understood within the 
party. Both elements could explain party outcomes through the presence of 
more than one political culture. 
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In this chapter I have suggested that most of the literature on political parties 
explains the transformations experienced by parties from the theoretical 
perspective of conduct (agency) or context (structure). As I explained in the 
introduction to this chapter, the analysis of the political culture of political 
parties gives a broader frame for understanding the linkages between context 
and parties, through the formation of the patterns of meaning for political 
participation. It also gives the opportunity to explore how power relations are 
framed by those patterns embedded within political culture.  In order to 
develop the concept of political culture in political parties, it was necessary to 
define the concept in relation to parties and to determine what aspects of 
parties help us to observe and understand their internal political culture.  It was 
also necessary to operationalise the impact of political culture on political 
outcomes within political parties. 
 
 
I understand the political culture of parties as framework for action (Elkins, 
1993), formed by patterns diachronically developed and influenced by the 
social context (Genzdel, 1997; Hitchner, 1968). This conceptualization of 
political culture is linked to the collective agency perspective, in which it is 
suggested that political culture is collectively constructed in communities or 
organizations such as parties (Elkins and Simeon, 1979), representing different 
types of participation and power relations which could embed more than one 
political culture within political parties as well as subcultures.  In particular, 
this study will focus on the patterns of political culture which conceptualise 
ideas and meanings related to the political participation of members and 
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leaders of the PSCh; how these patterns shape internal participation; and how 
WKHVHSDWWHUQVLQIOXHQFHG%DFKHOHW¶VQRPLQDWLRQ 
 
 
In this study, I take into account the connections between a macro-foundational 
perspective, particularly on the Chilean social context, and a micro-
foundational perspective, particularly in relation to the conduct of the Socialist 
Party (PSCh). Those connections are represented by two levels of analysis, 
institutional development and membership-leadership relations. Those levels 
are used for conceptualising political cultures within the party taking into 
account the influence of historical evolutions among internal agency, and the 
diverse types of participation and their communalities in base membership and 
leadership which mediate these key historical transformations. These patterns 
help us to understand how context has an influence, particularly in the way in 
which power relations are driven by them. These patterns also help to explain 
how internal power relations are conducted between members and leaders. To 
conceptualise these patterns are taken into account elements such a gender, 
experiences of context; ideological heritages as well as solidarity ties. Those 
elements will help us to map meanings amongst leaders and members, 
considering faction participation, role in party or class background. Those 
elements will help us to identify the presence of one of more political culture 
within the contemporary party. The next chapter looks at the methodology 
developed for this research.  
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Chapter 2 
Political Culture in Political Parties 
A Methodological Perspective 
 
The previous chapter operationalised the concept of political culture for 
researching within parties, particularly in the Chilean Socialist party (PSCh). 
Thus far, the political culture in a political party is conceptualised as 
framework for action (Elkins, 1993: 123) formed by diachronically developed 
by political parties and influenced by the social context (Genzdel, 1997; 
Hitchner, 1968). This framework for action is shared by party members, and it 
shapes power relations between members and leaders. This project links this 
definition of political culture to the collective agency perspective, in which it is 
argued that political culture is collectively constructed in communities or 
organisations such as political parties (Elkins and Simeon, 1979). This 
collective agency perspective is visible in the way in which the patterns of 
meaning for political participation take form and influence political 
participation. This understanding of political culture helps to explain the 
impact of the social context on the conduct of political parties because the 
concept of political culture links micro-foundation (conduct) with macro-
foundation (context) (Almond and Verba, 1964). Political parties are 
institutions which are linked to their context (Van Biezen, 2000).  The 
influence of this context can be observed in the conduct of parties (micro-
foundations). The concept of political culture is the required umbrella to unite 
how institutional development fosters the formation of the political culture, and 
how the meanings embedded in these patterns are exercised by members within 
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the party. Political culWXUH WKURXJK LWV SDWWHUQV VKDSHV D SDUW\¶V LQWHUQDO
agency. Thus the concept of political culture allows research into the impact of 
the context (macro-foundations) on parties, and how conduct (micro-
IRXQGDWLRQV WDNHV IRUP LQVLGH D SDUW\¶V SURFHVVHV RI political participation. 
Political culture brings together context and agency for a deeper understanding 
of political participation inside parties. This definition of political culture is 
linked to the institutionalism literature on political parties to operationalise the 
concept of the political culture of political parties.  In the PSCh political 
cultures, I look at patterns used for framing internal political participation and 
SRZHU UHODWLRQV ZKLFK DUH IRVWHUHG E\ WKH SDUW\¶V LQVWLWXWLRQDO GHYHORSPHQW
and shape power relations between members and leaders.  
 
 
Additionally, these patterns are researched at two levels of analysis in the 
political culture. The first is institutional development, which focuses on the 
LQIOXHQFHRIWKHFRQWH[WRQDSDUW\¶VGHYHlopment. The second is membership-
leadership relations, and it centres on how political participation is shaped by 
the patterns, how power relations between members and leaders take form 
inside the party. I argue that both levels permit research into these patterns in 
RUGHU WR VSHFLI\ WKHLU LQIOXHQFH RQ SROLWLFDO RXWFRPHV VXFK DV %DFKHOHW¶V
nomination. Therefore, these two levels enable us to research the influence of 
the PSCh political cultures in the nomination of Michelle Bachelet as 
presidential candidate in 2005. 
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7KLV FKDSWHU RXWOLQHV WKH PHWKRGRORJ\ IRU LGHQWLI\LQJ WKH 6RFLDOLVW 3DUW\¶V
political cultures, and the way in which this culture influenced Michelle 
Bachelet´s nomination.  Firstly, it is explained how each level of analysis is 
used for answering each research question, which provides a methodological 
justification for the approach taken. Secondly, the methods used in this study 
are described, particularly the qualitative nature of this study and the selected 
methods. 
 
Answering the research questions 
 
This study helps to uncover the complex nature of political parties, taking into 
account the influence of political culture on a party. This analysis goes into 
considerable depth regarding the existence of a particular political culture, and 
its influence on political outcomes, such as the nomination of candidates. It is 
important to research the political culture of a party on these two levels 
because each level expresses the relationship that a party has with its social 
context, and how political participation is conducted. According to Elkins, 
political culture does not determine political options inside a human group. 
There is diversity in each group and this diversity could cause conflict inside a 
party. Finally, these general orientations, mixed with personal experiences, are 
expressed in a complex way.  The concept of political culture expresses the 
idea that individuals collectively share common ideas and patterns. These 
common ideas and patterns link them to a particular community or group. I 
suggest that life-stories and common life experiences among party members 
allow them to share common understandings about political practice and 
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political participation. The relationship between context and agency does not 
produce one unitary response to the contextual influence. It produces different 
answers coming from the variety of communities which are interacting with 
this context. It could produce different political cultures based on life 
experiences and solidarities built by those experiences. Also it is necessary to 
take into account the differences of gender, age, race, and class background for 
understanding the influences coming from socioeconomic and political 
contexts. These differences could be found in the patterns of political cultures 
and subcultures present within those communities or organisations such as 
political parties. Parties share a common ideas and meanings about 
participation and power. Hence it is necessary to explore and identified if there 
is indeed one political culture or many political cultures. Those cultures or 
subcultures have Chilton's characteristics of supramembership and sharedness.  
An approach deploying both levels of analysis, institutional development and 
membership-leadership relations, brings together the contextual influence with 
VXEMHFWLYLW\ZLWKLQDSDUW\¶VFRQGXFW&RQWH[WXDOLQIOXHQFHLVIRXQGZLWKLQWKH
patterns embedded in the PSCh political culture which motivate members' 
political participation. The first level of analysis, party institutional 
develoSPHQW WDNHV LQWR DFFRXQW WKH LQIOXHQFH RI WKH FRQWH[W RQ D SDUW\¶V
culture. The linkages between the levels of analysis and the research questions 
are explained as it follows: 
x Are there one or more Political Cultures in the Chilean Socialist Party? 
 
This first question is formulated in order to identify the political culture of the 
party, and it is answered by the two levels of analysis. Both levels are used for 
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conceptualise the patterns of political culture within the PSCh and for identify 
other possible subcultures.  The first level shows the influence of the social 
FRQWH[W RQ WKH SDUW\
V LQVWLWXWLRQDO GHYHORSPHQW 'XYHUJHU¶V LQVWLWXWLRQDO
XQGHUVWDQGLQJ RI SDUWLHV GHSOR\V D GLDFKURQLF PRGHO RI SDUW\¶V GHYHORSPHQW
The second level of analysis, membership-leadership relations, is used to 
respond to the first research question from the subject/agent perspective, and 
shows how these patterns shape power relations. Research on the level of 
membership-leadership relations identifies the patterns of ideas about political 
participation among members and leaders.   
 
 
The methods that I use to conceptualise the patterns of political culture within 
the PSCh are as follows (1) to gather data about political culture coming from 
PSCh documents; (2) in depth interviews (3) qualitative Content Analysis with 
thematic approach for conceptualising the patterns of political culture within 
the party so as to identify political cultures (4) to apply process tracking in 
order to connect the data with the theoretical framework for answering the 
research questions.  The first group of methods, gathering PSCh documents 
takes into account the diachronic perspective of the concept due to the fact that 
those documents shows the historical evolution of the party as well as its 
institutional development. In-depth contributes with the historic perspective, 
but they give us the possibility to find differences in those patterns based on the 
membership and leadership diversity of gender, age and class background19. 
                                                          
19
  Chile has not been characterized as a country with strong race difference. The 4.6% of the 
population is classified as indigenous, where Mapuches are the largest group (604,349). 
Source: Chilean National Census 2002, available at 
[http://www.ine.cl/canales/menu/indice_tematico.php] 
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Thus the interviews with members and leaders of the PSCh bring the 
differences among subjects and their ideas and meanings used by those 
subjects for framing their power relations. Both data coming from the 
interviews and from the documents are analysed by a qualitative Content 
Analysis with thematic approach to conceptualise the patterns. Finally, the data 
coming from those methods is connecting to the theoretical framework using 
process-tracing to complete the first part of the analysis. 
 
x How does the PSCh political culture help us to understand and explain the 
election of Michelle Bachelet as the first female President of Chile? & What 
did the election of Michelle Bachelet mean for this political culture? 
 
In order to answer the second and third research question, it is necessary to 
take into account the patterns of political culture previously conceptualised. 
The second question focuses on how these patterns explain the political 
outcome analysed. The third research question centres on identified possible 
changes within political cuOWXUHV LQ WKH SDUW\ DV D UHVXOW RI %DFKHOHW¶V
nomination and later her election. The method used for answering questions 2 
and 3 is the process tracing which allows connecting the data to the patterns of 
political culture for characterising their influence on %DFKHOHW¶VQRPLQDWLRQ. It 
also permits to find possible changes or influences that her nomination could 
bring into these political cultures. 
The second research question looks at how this outcome was influenced by the 
patterns of meanings held by members. I centre on these patterns and the way 
in which are used by members and leaders for establishing their power 
relations. Those relations changed during the period of Bachelet's presidency. 
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Possible influences and impacts of a particular outcome on party¶V political 
cultures are sought in its patterns.  This is because party members show how 
these patterns have interacted together and therefore, how any changes could 
be found in political participation. The third research question takes into 
account the two-ZD\ LQIOXHQFHV EHWZHHQ PHPEHUV DQG OHDGHUV¶ UHODWLRQV DQG
party outcomes in order to identify the influence of the outcome on the patterns 
of political cultures %DFKHOHW¶V QRPLQDWLRQ FRXOG VKRZ KRZ WKHVH SDWWHUQV
drive internal participation, and also how this political outcome could influence 
these patterns at the same time. 
 
Four key methods are used for conceptualising the patterns of political culture 
DV ZHOO DV IRU FKDUDFWHULVLQJ WKHLU LQIOXHQFH RQ %DFKHOHW¶V QRPLQDWLRQ DQG
possible changes coming from her persona. The first method is to gather 
documents of the PSCh where it is possible to find its political culture. The 
second method is to conduct in depth interview with PSCh members to bring in 
the subject in the analysis. The third method is to analyse both documents and 
interviews by a qualitative Content Analysis with thematic approach. The final 
method is to connect data with the theoretical framework using a process-
tracking analysis for conceptualise the patterns and characterise their influence 
RQ %DFKHOHW¶V QRPLQDWLRQ 7KH IROORZLQJ VHFWLRQV H[SODLQ LQ GHSWK DOO WKH
suggested methods for this research. 
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Political culture and the methodological perspective 
 
This study looks to identify one or many political cultures of the Chilean 
Socialist Party, and to analyse the relationship between those political cultures 
and the nomination of Bachelet as presidential candidate. It was decided to 
IUDPH WKLV VWXG\ DV D TXDOLWDWLYH VWXG\ EHFDXVH WKH VWXG\ ³UHIHUV WR WKH
meanings, concepts, definitions, characteristics, metaphors, symbols and 
GHVFULSWLRQVRIWKLQJV´%HUJ$TXDOLWDWLYHVWXG\RISROLWLFDOFXOWXUH
of the Chilean Socialist Party and the nomination of Bachelet as presidential 
candidate identifies and interprets the political culture as a framework for 
action whose characteristics are influenced by the social context. These 
characteristics impact on the conduct of members and, thus, political outcomes. 
In addition, a qualitative study establishes the influence that the political 
culturH KDG RQ %DFKHOHW¶V QRPLQDWLRQ DQG WKH PHDQLQJ RI WKLV SROLWLFDO
RXWFRPHIRUWKHSDUW\¶VSROLWLFDOFXOWXUH 
 
Previously it was introduced the methods that this research uses. This study 
requires qualitative methods of analysis due to the fact that this study identifies 
and analyses the patterns of meaning within the PSCh political culture. 
Sensitive and flexible methods are needed which take account of the social 
context in which the data is produced (Snape and Spencer, 2003), in order to 
identify this political culture and to make the necessary connections with 
%DFKHOHW¶V QRPLQDWLRQ 7KXV LW LV DSSURSULDWH WR XVH TXDOLWDWLYH PHWKRGV WR
search for, gather and analyse data on political culture because the study is not 
measuring the impact of political culture on this event, but analysing the 
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FRQQHFWLRQVEHWZHHQ%DFKHOHW¶VQRPLQDWLRQDQGWKH36&KSROLWLFDOFXOWXUH7KH
WZR OHYHOV RI UHVHDUFK DQG DQDO\VLV RI D SDUW\¶V SROLWLFDO FXOWXUHs define the 
methods needed in this study because the methods must trace, identify and 
analyse the political culture of the PSCh within them. The methods must be 
able to trace the political culture within the influence of the social context in 
the institutional development of a party, and identify this culture among the 
SDUW\¶V PHmbership and leadership. These methods also allow research into 
how the patterns of in political cultures shape power relations inside the party 
DQGLQIOXHQFHG%DFKHOHW¶VQRPLQDWLRQ 
 
The first method is to gather archival material from the PSCh and BachelHW¶V
election, internal documents of the party published between 2000 and 2005, 
DQG DUWLFOHV ZULWWHQ E\ WKH 36&K OHDGHUV UHODWLQJ WR %DFKHOHW¶V QRPLQDWLRQ
published between 2000 and 2005. In-depth interviews with female and male 
members of the PSCh are the second method. These interviews are conducted 
WR JDWKHU LQIRUPDWLRQ IURP SDUWLFLSDQWV ³LQ WKHLU RZQ ZRUGV´ 7D\ORU DQG
Bogdan, 1984). These materials are analysed by qualitative Content Analysis 
(CA) with a thematic analysis approach to identify patterns of meanings of 
political participation within the PSCh. Identification of these patterns enables 
us to profile the PSCh political culture, and to link the political culture of the 
SDUW\ ZLWK %DFKHOHW¶V QRPLQDWLRQ 'DWD FRPLQJ IURP DUFKLYH PDWHULDOV DQG
interviews are analysed by a qualitative CA in order to identify the common 
patterns about political participation, so as to link those patterns with political 
FXOWXUH DQG %DFKHOHW¶V QRPLQDWLRQ 7KLV GDWD GHPRQVWUDWHV WKH OLQNDJHV
between context and agency.  The documents show the internal discussion 
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about participation inspired by the events that marked Chilean history. Most of 
these documents show the membership collectively re-signified these events 
into themes such as democracy, pluralism, authority. The interviews show how 
members conceptualise participation and power as well as how those 
conceptualisations were influenced collectively by events and histories.  
 
The qualitative CA considers the necessary connections between the levels in 
order to answer the research questions. The qualitative data analysis also 
considers the thematic analysis approach, which uses the same type of code as 
a qualitative CA for identifying common themes within texts. All the methods 
used for this study are described below. 
Archive materials 
 
The first method is to gather documents from the PSCh (primary source20). This 
PHWKRG KDV WKUHH REMHFWLYHV  WR JDWKHU GDWD DERXW WKH SDUW\¶V LQVWLWXWLRQDO
development; (2) to collect evidence about party membership and leadership 
partLFLSDWLRQWRREWDLQGDWDFRPLQJIURP%DFKHOHW¶VFDPSDLJQGRFXPHQWV21. 
7KHILUVWREMHFWLYH WRJDWKHUGDWDDERXW WKHSDUW\¶V LQVWLWXWLRQDOGHYHORSPHQW
allows us to look at the ways in which the party characterised power and 
participation through its historical evolution. Official documents of the party 
contain ideas and meanings that the party collectively has developed through 
                                                          
20
 The fieldwork was carried out from July to September 2010, after the earthquake 
which impacted on the province where this research was conducted. Therefore, some of the 
documentary materials were not available. In particular, PSCh documents between 2000 until 
ZHUHQRWIRXQGGXHWRWKHIDFWWKDWSDUW\¶VOLEUDU\ZDVEHLQJUHSDLUHG 
 
21
 I was able to do this after finishing the first round of content analysis. 
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its history, so I focus on those ideas to uncover the patterns of political culture 
which they represent.  The second objective, to collect evidence about party 
membership and leadership participation, brings the formal side of power 
relations within the party, the side which is found in the formal statutes and 
their amendments made in party Congresses. The third objective, to gather data 
IURP%DFKHOHW¶VFDPSDLJQGRFXPHQWVKHOSXV WRILQG WKHSDWWHUQVRISROLWLFDO
culture in these documents made during the period of her nomination by the 
PSCh, and to contrast this date with the evidence coming from interviews to 
see the influence of the patterns of political culture in her nomination as well as 
possible impact of her persona within those patterns. 
  
The PSCh documents (primary sources) that this study searches for and analyse 
are: 
a. PSCh General Congress resolutions22 (193323-197324 and 1990- 200525). 
b. PSCh Central Committee26 documents (published from1933-1973 and 
                                                          
22
 7KH*HQHUDO&RQJUHVV LVGHILQHGDV³WKHVXSHULRUERG\´RI WKHSDUW\>³HORUJDQLVPR
VXSHULRU GHO SDUWLGR´@ DUW  ,W WDNHV SODFH HYHU\ WKUHH \HDUV DQG LWV GHOHJDWHV DUH HOHFWHG
proportionally to represent the members of the party.  6HH3LFD]R9HUGHMR ,QHV ³(O3DUWLGR
6RFLDOLVWD GH&KLOH´ In Alcantara and Freidenberg ed Partidos Politicos de America Latina. 
Cono Sur. Instituto Federal Electoral. Fondo de Cultura Economica. Mexico, 2003. Pp311-329. 
 
23
  Most of the formal statements and official documents of the PSCh since its foundation 
to 1973 are gathering in Jobet (1987a,1987b)  The Chilean Socialist Party.  
 
24
    There are not formal Congress of the PSCh between 1973 to1990.  
 
25
 There are no resolutions from the 2005 General Congress. 
 
26
 7KHFHQWUDOFRPPLWWHHLVGHILQHGDV³WKHFROOHFWLYHVXSHULRUDQGSHrmanent supreme 
GHFLVLRQDOERG\´RIWKHSDUW\>³yUJDQRFROHFWLYRVXSHULRUSHUPDQHQWH´@DUW\7KHLU
members are forty-five delegates elected in the different regions; forty-five delegates elected at 
the national level and five delegates elected by the youth of the party. 
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from 1990 to 2005 27 ) and PSCh women`s affairs department documents 
(published from 1990 to 2005). 
c. Official Documents from the PSCh0, internal factions and speeches 
from leaders reJDUGLQJ WKH SUHVLGHQWLDO FDQGLGDWH¶V VHOHFWLRQ DQG %DFKHOHW¶V
nomination from 2000 to 2005. 
d. Historical official documents about Socialist Party history. 
e. 0LFKHOOH%DFKHOHW¶VFDPSDLJQSURJUDPPHDQGVSHHFKHV 
 
The mix between historical documents and documents from the PSCh 
collective bodies allows us to identify the PSCh political culture on the first 
level of analysis, institutional development, and the second level of analysis, 
membership-leadership relations.  The data contributes with shared ideas and 
meanings about participation developed by the party since its foundation, as 
well as the way in which power relations were normalised through that 
evolution. Thus, the institutional development contributes here with its 
diachronic characterisation of political culture. Membership-leadership 
relations consider this diachronic vision for uncover these relations in formal 
historical documents. Therefore, the documentary evidence provides data for 
partially answering the three research questions, considering both levels of 
analysis. Documents from internal committees were also selected.  I expect to 
find among these documents evidence of the existence of a political culture (s) 
in the party, particularly how the political culture shapes internal relations 
                                                          
27
  7KHUHDUHIHZGRFXPHQWVDERXW%DFKHOHW¶VQRPLQDWLRQGXHWRWKHIDFWWKDWPRVWRIWKH
documents focused on the National Congress elections 2001 and 2005, and 2004 Municipal 
election. 
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between members and leaders. As I previously stated, the evidence about 
political culture that I am expecting to find in these documents are ideas and 
meaning related to participation and formally normalised power relations. 
Thus, in researching the patterns of meanings about the PSCh political culture, 
the internal committee documents are one of the relevant sources. 
 
 
In addition to these committees, documents coming from the PSCh women`s 
affairs department are selected because this department is focused on gender 
issues. Although this study is not centred on gender issues, it is necessary to 
take into account the documents from this office as part of the Socialist 
SROLWLFDO FXOWXUH )LQDOO\ %DFKHOHW¶V FDPSDLJQ SURJUDPPH DQG VSHHFKHV
provides evidence for identifying the political culture in her campaign. The 
research looks at the form in which the patterns conceptualise political 
participation. This study does not have a gender perspective but gender might 
be linked to ideas about democracy, pluralism or diversity which characterise 
PSCK¶V participation. These ideas are found among formal documents, 
LQFOXGLQJWKRVHFRPLQJIURPWKHZRPHQ¶VDIIDLUVGHSDUWPHQW 
 
7KHVHGRFXPHQWDU\PDWHULDOVJDWKHU LQIRUPDWLRQDERXW%DFKHOHW¶VQRPLQDWLRQ
in particular. I expect to find among these documents the patterns of meanings 
that could be conceptualised as PSCh¶V political culture (s), and to link these 
patterns with the final outcome. I look at the way in which these documents 
frame ideas about power and participation, considering that these documentary 
materials gather information about the political culture at the two levels of 
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analysis. In addition, these documents are linked to the research questions, due 
to the fact that the analysis identifies the political culture and its influence on 
Bachelet´s nomination. 
 
In-depth interviews 
 
In-GHSWK LQWHUYLHZV SHUPLW XV WR JDWKHU LQIRUPDWLRQ LQ WKH LQWHUYLHZHH¶V RZQ
words (Taylor and Bogdan, 1984; Bauer and Gaskell, 2000). In addition, they 
provide in-depth responses and permit interviewees to explain their reasons, 
feelings, opinions and beliefs (Ritchie and Lewis, 2003). In-depth interviews 
permit the interviewer to obtain clarifications and further details on topics of 
interest (Bauer and Gaskell, 2000). In-depth interviews gather data regarding 
the PSCh political culture from different party members. Political parties have 
different types of membership with different types of solidarities (Duverger, 
1954). Thus, in-depth interviews focus on the PSCh members to identify their 
responses to the pattern of meanings of political participation, to explain their 
LPSDFWRQ%DFKHOHW¶VQRPLQDWLRQDQG WR H[DPLQH WKH LQIOXHQFHRI%DFKHOHW¶V
nomination on the PSCh political culture (s).  This method brings the subject, 
the membership, into the analysis, through their own ideas and reflexions about 
power, participation, membership and leadership. Interviews integrate the 
perspective of the subjects who build the internal agency of the party as 
members and leaders, who are involved in its political activity as well as its 
internal decisions. These subjects have integrated the patterns into their 
conceptualisation about the party as a space of power and political action. As a 
result, interviews with members and leaders of the party bring into the analysis 
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how the patterns are used and their role as frameworks for action. This method 
contributes to the analysis of membership-leadership relations because it 
includes the way in which members and leaders established their daily 
interactions.   
 
I used semi-structured interviews (Guillham, 2005: 70) because they allow me 
to ask the same questions to all the interviewees (and to compare their 
answers), while also examining their own patterns of meanings. This method 
permits me to conduct interviews with a greater degree of flexibility. I followed 
*LOOKDP   DQG %DXHU DQG *DVNHOO¶V  UHFRPPHQGDWLRQV
regarding the construction of the interviews, particularly as far as the 
preparation of the interview schedule and the selection of interviewees is 
concerned. As I previously stated, interviews evidence the ideas and meanings 
of members about power and participation. Those ideas reflect the patterns of 
political culture that distinguish the PSCh from other political parties. Thus, to 
use in-depth interviews is consistent with the form wtih which the concept of 
political culture has been described. They look at the ways in which the 
patterns are used to drive power relations. Consequently, interviews with the 
subjects who are part of the PSCh contribute to observing how these patterns 
DFWXDOO\IUDPHSRZHUUHODWLRQQVXVLQJWKHPHPEHU¶VRZQZRUGVDQGQDUUDWLYHV
to uncover the topic. 
 
 
This research took into account the following ethical issues: (1) quality of 
research design; (2) Disclosure of full information (3) Confidentiality and/or 
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anonymity (4) Consent and (5) Avoidance of harm (6) Independence. 
Regarding quality of research design, I avoided leading or directing 
interviewees towards a particular position.  The interview schedule was 
designed to ensure that questions remained open, allowing participants to 
express their own views about the topic. In relation to disclosure of full 
information, the interviewees were fully informed of the nature and purposes of 
this research, as well as its final outcome of this research. They were informed 
that their words would be integrated into the final report and they agreed on 
this issue. Regarding confidentiality and/or anonymity, the interviews were 
recorded previous agreement with the interviewees. Consent forms were 
provided which gave participants the opportunity to opt for anonymity. Due to 
the fact that Chilean culture considers the verbal consent more important than 
the writing consent, all my interviewees did not consider important to fill the 
form that I prepared. I also consider UK regulations about data protection (UK 
Data Protection Act 1998). So I ensured that the data I collected was adequate, 
relevant, and not excessive, excluding personal information unless it is directly 
relevant to the discursive or political position taken by the subject.  A full list of 
participants is available on Appendix section.  In relation to consent, all my 
interviewees consent to participate in the research, identified by their names 
and roles within the party. Regarding to avoidance of harm, this research is not 
an investigation that requires particular official procedures or regulations. 
Regarding independence, my independence as a researcher was not 
compromise during this research. The selection of the sample follows the snow 
sampling technique in order to identify relevant people for my research. 
 
102 
 
 
 
I selected two of the most populated regions in Chile in which to conduct my 
research, Santiago and Valparaiso both regions comprise fifty per cent of 
Chilean voters, and the 47% of the total membership of the party (51,384 
members).  The party has 109,588 members; 55% of them are male members 
(60,024) and 45% are female members (49,574). The region of Valparaiso, has 
9,487 members. Of these, 42% are women (4,018) and 58% are men (5,469). 
The region of Santiago has 38% of the total membership of the party (41,897). 
53% of these are men and 47% are women. This data provided by the National 
Electoral Service (Servicio Electoral de Chile) is not representative of the 
active members of the party. During the 2010 elections, just 38,000 members 
voted nationwide28. 
Sample description 
 
Interviews were conducted in the cities of Santiago (capital city) and 
Valparaiso (the location of the National Congress). I interviewed Socialist Party 
members and leaders (male and female) who had an active role in the party 
from 2000 to 2005. I considered in my sampling of the active membership the 
30% of the total PSCh total membership which fully participated in all party 
activities. I conducted thirty-five interviews. 27% (9) of the interviewees were 
women and the other 72% (25) men. The sample included women actively 
involved in politics by 2010 who in the party formal organisation do not 
represent more than 30% of the active population of the party. This issue was 
confirmed by the number of women who take part in the collective boards of 
                                                          
28
     The data was provided by an email interview with a member of the PSCh who took part in 
2010 elections. The interview was conducted during the revision period, November 2012. 
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the party29 as well as the access that as researcher had to find women willing to 
speak to me.  The interviews were conducted face-to-face in Spanish, and then 
transcribed and translated into English. 
 
I used the snowball sampling technique for selecting the sample for this 
research. Snowball sampling is described by Bryman (2008) as an approach 
ZKHUH WKH ³UHVHDUFKHU PDNHV LQLWLDO FRQWDFW ZLWK D VPDOO JURXS RI SHRSOH
relevant to the research topic and then uses these to establish contact with 
RWKHUV´    7KLV W\SH RI DSSURDFK LV IUHTXHQWO\ XVHG ZLWKLQ
qualitative studies and it is part of the purpose sampling approach, which 
looking to identify and to interview people who are relevant for answering the 
researcher's questions. Snowball sampling also allows reflection on the 
relationship between the subjects selected for the research (2008; 185).  I 
decided to use this approach to establish a relationship between me and my 
interviewees in order to gather the necessary data for answering my research 
questions. The main objective was to develop a linkage of trust between them 
and myself in order to establish a close rapport within the interview, and to get 
the required depth in the answers to my questions. Due to the fact that 
establishing a rapport was a necessary condition for the quality of my 
interviews, gatekeepers in Valparaiso and Santiago were contacted to fulfil 
these objectives and to gather the required data. Finally, I considered that the 
snowball approach also allowed me to select exclusively from the active 
membership in a better way than other sampling techniques. 
 
                                                          
29
 From the total members of the central committee elected in 2010, 33% were women. This 
issue means that the number of women elected to this collective body of the party was barely 
greater than the minimum required by the internal quota law of the party (30%).  
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Before my trip to Chile, I contacted 3 members of the PSCh who I knew while 
I was working as a journalist in Valparaiso. Those members, two men and a 
woman were my main gatekeepers for my interviews in Santiago and 
Valparaiso, and they put me in contact with members in both cities.  During the 
fieldwork, the socialist women were not enthusiastic in recommending or 
naming another woman to be interviewed. Most of my female interviewees did 
not name another female member of the party when I asked for other possible 
participants for this research. Most of the names suggested by them were male 
members with many years of membership within the party.  Using the snowball 
approach, I contacted more women for this research referred by other male 
members than by female members, but the number of them was not close to the 
45% that the official membership shows. Two women from nine within my 
sample referred me to other women. In contrast, most of the male members of 
the party recommended or named another man to be interviewed for this 
research. This fact made me to conclude that the percentage of women actively 
involved in politics is lower than the official data provide by the Electoral 
Service.     
 
I selected my sampling according to age, gender and role inside the party.  
Three factors were considered when the list of interviews was made. First, the 
four original internal factions within the party were grouped into two blocs by 
2010. One bloc was Bachelet´s supporters while the other bloc was critical of 
her influence on the party. Therefore, I grouped the interviews among these 
two blocs in Santiago and Valparaiso, considering that the interviewees were 
PHPEHURIHDFK IDFWLRQEHIRUH6HFRQG , WRRN LQWRDFFRXQW'XYHUJHU¶V
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differentiation among officers (formal leaders) and bosses (informal leaders) 
within the party. This differentiation is based on the roles that party officers 
have and the role of bosses within the party. Thus, I included in my list party 
officers and former party officers, as well as bosses from the two blocs at local 
and national levels. One senator, one former senator, deputies, members of the 
Central Committee, members of regional committees in Santiago and former 
members of the regional committee and communal committee in Valparaiso 
were interviewed over two months of fieldwork in Chile.  These interviewees 
were grouped into party officers and bosses.  Due to the fact that the fieldwork 
was conducted in the period immediately after the PSCh internal elections, it 
ZDV GHFLGHG WR LQFOXGH DV LQWHUYLHZHHV IRUPHU PHPEHUV RI %DFKHOHW¶V
campaign team in both cities, and PSCh members who were ministers of 
%DFKHOHW¶V FDELQHW , DOVR LQWHUYLHZHG IRUPHU 36&K PHPEHUV ZKR ZHUH
LQYROYHG LQ %DFKHOHW¶V FDPSDLJQ  2QH ZDV D IRUPHU &KLOHDQ SUHVLGHQWLDO
candidate and former member of the Socialist Party, and six were members of 
the Chilean National Congress. Members of the four initial internal factions 
were included in the list of the interviewees, both male and female leaders and 
base members. This initial differentiation was maintained to compare any 
difference that might exist among members regarding political culture. When 
the interviews were conducted in 2010, two blocks were formed. Both blocks 
clearly grouped factions inside them, as supporters or opponents to the current 
board. Despite these differences, I reached members of all the factions found 
inside the party to explore if those factions could be considered as subcultures. 
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Appendix 1 gives the name of the interviewees selected. From the 35 names on 
the list, all of the members are or were part of an internal faction.  Thirty-one 
of them identified themselves with one of the two blocs into which the party 
was divided in 2010.  Four of them were not part of any block or faction when 
they were interviewed30.  From the 35 interviewees, 11 were bosses, 9 formal 
leaders and 15 members of the party. Three of these members were part of the 
Michelle Bachelet administration and when the fieldwork was conducted; they 
described themselves as former mandatarios (Chapter 5:  279). 
 
The third factor was the age of the members and the generations that those ages 
represented.  I assumed that the members of these generations have common 
understandings about political participation and life experiences. They share 
the same patterns of meanings that I considered part of the PSCh political 
culture.  Thus, I decided to select my sample considering the ages and 
generations to which members belong. These generations are linked with the 3 
VWDJHV LQWR ZKLFK , KDYH GLYLGHG WKH SDUW\¶V LQVWLWXWLRQDO GHYHORSPHQW 6HH
Chapter 3 and Chapter 4). These stages helped me to identify the patterns of 
meaning that I was looking for in the PSCh political culture.  According to the 
data provided by the Electoral Service, most of the PSCh members are between 
the ages of 35 and 69 years old. This distribution is similar for women and men 
as the following two graphs show. 
                                                          
30
    Between 2010 and 2012, 5 of my interviewees resigned their membership of the PSCh. 
Two of them were socialist deputies when they took the decision to leave the party. 
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Figure 2 0HQ¶VDJHGLVWULEXWLRQZLWKLQWKH36&KZKHUHWKH<D[LVUHSUHVHQWWKHDJHUDQNVDQGWKH
X axis the percentage of those ages compared with the total population of the PSCh 
 
 
Figure 3 :RPHQ¶VDJHGLVWULEXWLRQZLWKLn the PSCh where the Y axis represent the age ranks and 
the X axis the percentage of those ages compared with the total population of the PSCh. 
These groups represent three generations within the PSCh membership, which 
are linked to the stages of PSCh institutional development suggested in 
Chapters 3 and 4, the Foundation stage, the New Left stage and the Socialist 
Renewal stage.  Most of these age groups are members who became part of the 
PSCh during the stages of the New Left and Socialist Renewal (See Chapters 
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3: 158-178; Chapter 4: 179-229). For organised groups, it was considered that 
members who were actively involved in politics during the fieldwork and able 
to provide information about their experience as members of the party. Due to 
the fact that not many current members of the party could take part of the 
Foundation stage, I decided to integrate more interviewees from the New Left 
period because they were in contact with members who founded the party and 
were particularly influenced by them. As a result, those members would be able 
to give more details and information about previous stages. The sampling was 
consistent with my conceptualisation of political culture in order to look into 
internal solidarities that are part of political parties. These solidarities are found 
among people who experience the same events and those are linked with the 
generations that party members belongs. Those generations are related to the 
stages that I have identified in the party. 
 
 
The first generation covers the members who are aged 55 to 69 years old. This 
generation is named G-70, and the members who are part of it experienced the 
New Left stage due to the fact that they joined the PSCh between 1956 and 
1973. They were in contact with people who experienced the Foundation stage 
of the party and they learned the institutional pattern of political participation. 
This generation experienced Allende and the Popular Unity administration; 
they faced the 1973 coup, torture, political repression, death and exile. 
 
The second generation31 consists of the PSCh members who became part of the 
                                                          
31
     Due to the fact that the data coming from the Electoral Service did not divide the age 
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party during the Pinochet dictatorship. This generation is named G-80 and it 
covers party members who are 40 to 54 years old.  They became party 
members during the Socialist Renewal stage and experienced clandestine 
membership of the party in Chile, the national demonstrations against Pinochet 
in 1983 to 1986 and the referendum of 1988.   The last generation covers 
members who are between 25 and 3932 years old, and they became part of the 
party during the Concertación period.  Similarly to the previous generation, 
they also experience the Socialist Renewal stage but only since 1990. This 
generation is named G-90 and they were members of the PSCh youth branch 
who experience the new political party system determined by the 1980s 
Constitution and the democracy based on consensus policies between the 
Concertación and the right wing. 
 
 
These three generations represent groups of members who established 
solidarity linkages and friendship due to their have similar life experiences as 
members of the PSCh.  These generations link the context to internal agency 
because they are related to the PSCh stages due to the fact that the members 
experienced the institutional development of the party and the influence of the 
context while they were participating in political activity. These generations 
also experienced different forms of power relations during the stages of PSCh 
                                                                                                                                                         
group data between 40 and 44 years old, I have included members who are 40 to 42 years old 
in this generation. However, this generation covers members who are aged 43 to 54 years old. 
 
32
       For similar reasons to the previous generation, G80, the G90 includes people who are 
between 25 to 39 years old. However, this generation covers people who are between their 28 
to 42 years old. But it was not possible to subdivide the age group data coming from the 
electoral service in Chile. 
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development, leading to different patterns of meaning which are reflecting 
within internal agency. Thus the patterns of political participation that they 
developed were affected by the experiences of their generations within the 
party, the influence of the context, as well as their understandings about 
political participation. Those differences could lead us to different political 
cultures. 
 
 
The following charts show the group age distribution among the membership 
in Valparaiso and Santiago. Similarly to the national data, Valparaiso and 
Santiago memberships cover the 3 generations that I have described above. 
 
 
Figure 4 Age distribution within  PSCh membership in Santiago where the Y axis represent the age 
ranks and the X axis the percentage of those ages compared with the total population of the PSCh. 
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Figure 5 Age distribution within  PSCh membership in Valparaiso where the Y axis represent the 
age ranks and the X axis the percentage of those ages compared with the total population of the 
PSCh. 
 
The selected sample for this research considered the three factors described 
above, and it takes into account elements that could help us to conceptualise 
SDWWHUQVRISROLWLFDO FXOWXUH ,W FRQVLGHUV IDFWLRQV¶PHPEHUVKLSVEHFDXVH WKHVH
factions exist in mass parties as informal structures, representing spaces of 
power relations as well as structures with certain type of solidarities. They 
might formed subcultures or contribute to differentiate the political the patterns 
of political culture.  It takes into account membership and leadership roles 
because both are axes of power and relationship to the institutional structure as 
well as in the informal structure.  It is considering age/generation because 
together they could contribute with particular solidarities and types of 
participation that might differentiate one generation from other. Finally gender 
is included in order to involve all the members and leaders within this research 
and to contrast difference among those patterns between them.    
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The following table showed the group age and gender distribution within the 
total of the sample.  Similarly to the general data from the party, my 
interviewees represent the 3 generations that I described before. All of the party 
members were actively participating within the party at the moment of the 
interview. 
 
  G70 % G80 % G90 % Total % 
M 14 74 9 75 3 75 26 74 
W 5 26 3 25 1 25 9 26 
Total 19 100 12 100 4 100 35 100 
Figure 6 Age distribution within the research sample divided by gender and generations. 
 
 
Due to the fact that the PSCh was no longer in power when the fieldwork was 
conducted, members and leaders of the party were willing to do interviews and 
WRGLVFXVVFULWLFDOLVVXHVUHODWHGWRWKH36&KGXULQJ%DFKHOHW¶VQRPLQDWLRQDQG
administration. Leaders of the party gave critical views about PSCh conduct 
GXULQJ %DFKHOHW¶V DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ DQG PHPEHUV ZHUH extremely open in their 
YLHZV DERXW WKH SDUW\ OHDGHUVKLS GXULQJ %DFKHOHW¶V DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ
Additionally, the fieldwork was conducted a week after the 2010 party 
elections. Therefore, members and leaders openly showed their views and 
thoughts about the party and its conduct due to fact that the PSCh was in a 
process of reorganising itself. Most of these views showed considerable 
criticism of the previous party executive and of the persona of Bachelet within 
the party. Thus, they were more willing to reveal their true thoughts and 
reflections. As a result, this particular momentum made it possible to obtain a 
more accurate data than if it were gathered when the party was in the 
administration. Additionally, I was able to reach base members of the party 
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without any problems, improving the representativity of the sample. 
 
7KH DQDO\VLV RI ERWK GRFXPHQWV DQG WKH LQWHUYLHZHHV¶ DQVZHUV LGHQWLI\
common patterns for describing political participation and power relations 
which show the presence of a political culture inside the PSCh. These common 
patterns show an understanding about political culture shared by party 
members according to their age, gender or life histories. To identify the 
IUDPHZRUN IRU DFWLRQ RU SROLWLFDO FXOWXUH LQ WKH LQWHUYLHZHHV¶ DQVZHUV DQG
documents, it is necessary to identify those patterns within the two levels of 
analysis for political culture. The final method, qualitative Content Analysis 
with a thematic analysis approach, describes how particular patterns of political 
culture are conceptualised. Particularly, I look at the concepts used by members 
and leaders to characterise participation and power relations and how they 
describe each of those themes.  
 
Analysis of the data 
 
The final method is Content Analysis with a thematic analysis approach (CA) 
of the data previously collected. A Content Analysis is applied to documents 
and interview responses. The objective is to identify the PSCh political culture 
DQGLWVLQIOXHQFHRQ%DFKHOHW¶VQRPLQDWLRQ7KHDSSURDFKWDNHQLQWKH&RQWHQW
Analysis (CA) is a qualitative approach to identifying and describing the PSCh 
political culture. A qualitative content analysis allows me to examine the 
FRQQHFWLRQV EHWZHHQ WKH SDUW\¶V SROLWLFDO FXOWXUH DQG %DFKHOHW¶V QRPLQDWLRQ
&$ LV GHVFULEHG DV D ³PRVW SUHYDOHQt approach to the qualitative analysis of 
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GRFXPHQWV´ %U\PDQ   ,W LV D XVHIXO WRRO WR PDNH YDOLG DQG
replicable inferences in texts (Krippendorf, 2004: 18) and it can be used to 
analyse cultural patterns in groups and institutions (Weber, 1985: 9). In 
addition, CA permits inferences of non-observed phenomena or events, 
because it is sensitive to context. It allows the researcher to process 
³VLJQLILFDQWPHDQLQJIXOLQIRUPDWLYHDQGUHSUHVHQWDWLRQDO´GDWD.ULSSHQGRUI
2004: 42).  The qualitative nature of the CA of documents and interview 
transcripts in this study permits me to identify substantive statements regarding 
the PSCh political cultures. Particularly I look at concept for defining certain 
themes such as participation and power relations inside factions, and how those 
themes are characterised both in documents and interviews. The qualitative CA 
identifies the presence or absence of political culture in this case (Kirppendorf, 
2004:145). Based on the results obtained from the analysis, inferences are 
PDGHDQGDUH OLQNHG WR WKH WKHRUHWLFDO IUDPHZRUNZLWK UHVSHFW WR WKH36&K¶V
SROLWLFDO FXOWXUH V DQG LWV LQIOXHQFH RQ %DFKHOHW¶V QRPLQDWLRQ $QRWKHU
important aspect of the qualitative CA is that it is a flexible procedure for 
making descriptive observations of content (George, 2009:144), which permit 
PHWRLGHQWLI\WKHSUHVHQFHRIWKHSDUW\¶VSROLWLFDOFXOWXUHRUFXOWXUHV 
 
Therefore, the CA of both documentary material and interview responses has 
four objectives: (1) to  identify the PSCh´s political culture or cultures through 
conceptualising it in relation to political participation and power relations; (2) 
to characterise these  patterns and how they frame political activity within the 
party; (3) to analyse the ways in which PSCh political culture or cultures 
H[SODLQV%DFKHOHW¶VQRPLQDWLRQDQGWRDQDO\VHWKHPHDQLQJRIWKLVHYHQWLQ
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PSCh political culture or cultures. 
 
7KLV UHVHDUFK XVHV %HUJ¶V PRGHO RI TXDOLWDWLYH &$   WR DQDO\VH
documents and interviews.  However, it also incorporates aspects of a thematic 
analysis approach to reveal the patterns within documents and interviews 
transcripts. Thematic analysis is an approach which focuses on searching for 
themes within documents and texts, in the same way as qualitative content 
analysis. It does not have one exclusive and distinctive cluster of techniques, 
DQG³LWFDQEHGLVFHUQHGLQPDQ\RIWKHDSSURDFKHVWRTXDOLWDWLYHGDWDDQDO\VLV´
(Bryman 2008; 554). The core of this analysis is to break down texts into 
themes and subthemes and to look into the repetitions, categories, similarities, 
theory related material, etc. For this research, I will be looking at the 
repetitions of certain concepts to describe both political participation and 
power relations within the party. Those concepts are democracy, pluralism, 
authoritarianism and co-optation. 
 
The procedure can be described as it follows: 
 
1. To analyse documents and interview transcripts, searching for the 
common occurrence of conceptual clusters of ideas related to political 
participation and power relations where are found certain concepts such as 
democracy, authoritarianism, pluralism and co-optation. I look at ideas which 
describe party participation, particularly the relationship between members and 
leaders. These ideas are linked to ways in which political participation is 
constructed in the party. The objective of this first step is to identify those ideas 
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and meanings which represent the political culture of the party in the way that 
we have defined in this study. 
 
1. I broke up the texts (documents and interviews) into themes.  These 
themes were: 
 
a. Party as institution 
 
- PSCh described by its members as a political institution and to 
differentiate the party from others. 
- PSCh political participation described by its members to conceptualise 
the political participation from a formal perspective and to identify 
possible changes through its institutional development.  
 
b. Membership and leadership relations 
- Power relations for characterising those relations within formal 
structures of the party. 
- Factional activity for conceptualising  how relations are established 
within factions, and for contrasting these relations with  those carried 
RQLQIRUPDOSDUW\¶VWUXFWXUH 
- Women's position in factions for characterising how women establish 
power relations within factions and how they establish those outside the 
factions. 
 
Due to the fact that I organised my interview schedule following my 
research questions, I applied these themes to break up my data related 
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to each research question. Thus, I repeated this procedure three times in 
order to identify the common ideas used by the members to describe the 
WKHPHVDQGWROLQNWKHVHLGHDVZLWK%DFKHOHW¶VQRPLQDWLRQ 
 
I looked for clusters of ideas for describing the political participation 
within all these themes. The final outcome was to define the common 
cluster of ideas about political participation found in those analytical 
themes.  One cluster described the way in which political participation 
has been characterised within the party from a diachronic perspective. 
The second cluster focused on the description of the relationship 
between members and leaders, including gender relations. 
 
2. I grouped these ideas into two final patterns for political participation. 
At this stage, I identified those patterns of meanings about political 
participation which shape the relationship between members and leaders. These 
patterns group the previous clusters so as to describe political participation 
within the party. 
 
3. I analysed patterns in the data and linked these patterns to the relevant 
literature and theory, showing possible links to theory and to other research. 
This analysis focuses on describing the political culture (s) of the party using 
the theoretical framework developed for this study. At this stage I use the two 
levels of analysis, institutional development and membership-leadership 
relations, in order to identify and describe these patterns of political 
participation.  In particular, the study centres on how the context influenced 
institutional development; how this influence is found in the patterns; and how 
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these patterns influence party members' conduct. 
 
4. Finally, the patterns of political culture were connected to Bachelet´s 
nomination, and vice versa. The objective was to answer each research 
question using the data coming from the CA thematic approach. As was 
suggested previously, each research question is linked to a level of analysis for 
the political culture. Therefore, the data is organised so as to answer each 
research question: 
a. The first research question focuses on the influence of the PSCh's 
context on aspects of political culture involving institutional development. 
This influence is found in the patterns about political participation 
identified in the party which are embedded in the political culture or 
cultures. These patterns influence the relationship between members and 
leaders. 
 
b. The second research question takes into account the pattern of meanings 
of political participation identified, and the links between these and 
Bachelet´s nomination. 
c. The third research question considers both patterns and outcomes in 
RUGHUWRILQGSRVVLEOHLQIOXHQFHVRI%DFKHOHW¶VQRPLQDWLRQRQWKHSROLWLFDO
culture. 
 
In the response to each research question, I use process-tracing to link the 
results from the qualitative data analysis with the theoretical framework. This 
is a procedure to identify the stages in a causal process leading to an outcome 
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of a particular case in a particular context (Vennesson, 2008). An interpretative 
process-tracing is used to link polLWLFDO FXOWXUH ZLWK %DFKHOHW¶V QRPLQDWLRQ
This understanding of process-tracing focuses on what happened, how it 
happened, if it is possible to use it to observe the reasons given by actors for 
their actions and behaviours, and to investigate the relationships between 
behaviour and beliefs (Jervis, 2006 quoted by Vennesson, 2008: 233). This 
procedure helps to identify empirically how political culture takes shape and 
KRZ LW PLJKW EH OLQNHG WR WKLV SDUWLFXODU SROLWLFDO RXWFRPH %DFKHOHW¶V
nomination). Process-tracing is used to examine and interpret the findings 
UHJDUGLQJ WKH LQIOXHQFH RI SROLWLFDO FXOWXUH RQ %DFKHOHW¶V QRPLQDWLRQ 7KLV
procedure makes inferences about the PSCh political cultures using the two 
levels of analysis previously described. Party institutional development and 
membership-leadership relations are used to examine the influence of the 
political culture on the described political outcome.  This understanding of 
political culture through its conceptualisation as patterns of meaning about 
SROLWLFDOSDUWLFLSDWLRQLVOLQNHGWR%DFKHOHW¶VQRPLQDWLRQLQRUGHUWRH[SODLQWKLV
event. 
 
 
A methodology has been developed in this chapter to locate and identify the 
PSCh political cultures DQG LWV LQIOXHQFH RQ %DFKHOHW¶V QRPLQDWLRQ DV
presidential candidate. The political culture of a party has been defined as a 
framework for action for political participation which motivates the 
relationship between members and leaders. This framework for action is 
formed by patterns of meanings found among party members. To research 
120 
 
 
 
political culture, methods have to focus on two levels of analysis: party 
institutional development and membership-leadership relations. This study uses 
research methods that gather information about political culture on the two 
levels of analysis. The analysis of documentary material and interview 
transcripts is conducted using qualitative Content Analysis (CA), a 
methodologically appropriate tool for interpreting the context in which 
documents are produced (Krippendorf, 2004: 18). This qualitative analysis 
involves a thematic analysis approach in order to identify the basic 
understandings of political participation within the party. These common 
concepts were grouped into patterns of meaning for political participation. The 
selection of these methods is connected to the qualitative nature of the 
research.  
 
The following two chapters centre on the first level of analysis, the institutional 
development of the party, in order to identify the influence of the social context 
on the PSCh political culture and its on-going effects on the party. Particularly 
both focus on how the historical evolution of the party has influenced its 
development as an institution and influenced members and leaders experiences 
about power and participation from a diachronic perspective. Those 
experiences have framed ideas and meanings about power and participation, 
bringing them into particular patterns of political cultures with certain 
differences defined by PSCh institutional development. 
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Chapter 3 
The influenceǯ
Left Period on its political culture 
 
 
 
Previously, the concept of political culture was defined as a framework for 
action for political participation. This framework is formed by patterns of 
meanings which are held by party members; there can be ahomogenous 
political culture in a party or two political cultures. These patterns shape 
agency, behaviour and choice, and therefore impact upon power relationships 
between leaders and members. Those political cultures are affected by the 
economic and social context, and allow the party to integrate and develop 
meanings of political participation during its institutional development. These 
contextual factors do not determine political cultures but rather are mediated by 
the historical experiences, struggles and orientations of members thus resulting 
in different articulations of internal political culture. Thus, the political culture 
RIDSDUW\FRQQHFWVWKHSDUW\¶VFRQWH[WZLWKLWVFRQGXFWIUDPLQJDQGVKDSLQJLWV
power relations through patterns of meanings of political participation. This 
study uses a collective perspective of political culture, treating this culture as 
part of a frame constructed collectively which impacts upon a given institution. 
In particular, the political culture of a party concerns the ways in which the 
patterns embedded in this framework for action impact upon the understanding 
of political participation, and power relations, forming internal relations and 
influencing certain outcomes such as candidate nominations. 
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The concept of political culture in a party is operationalised on two levels in 
this analysis. The first level focuses on the institutional development of a 
political party. The second, membership-leadership relations, centres on the 
way in which the political culture shapes political participation and power 
relations between members and leaders. This study focuses on how the political 
culture of the PSCh influenced the nomination of Michelle Bachelet as 
presidential candidate. 
 
This chapter centres on the first level of analysis, the institutional development 
of the party. In particular, it focuses on the ways in which the context shapes 
the political culture or cultures of the party. I argue that the institutional 
development of the party shaped political culture in the way in which it has 
been defined. It has shaped internal patterns through different historical 
experiences that the three generations of members described in the 
methodology. These generations exhibited linkages among party members due 
to common historical experiences inside the party. As a result, three stages 
were identified taking into account how political cultures has been 
FRQFHSWXDOLVHGE\PHPEHUVDQGOHDGHUV7KHVHVWDJHVDUHOLQNHGWR'XYHUJHU¶V
perspective about internal solidarities shows particular meanings and ideas 
linked to those political cultures. The diachronic development of parties 
evidences those meanings in particular stages where context stressed the 
internal characteristics of participation.  This influence is found in the two 
patterns for political cultures concerning political participation. The first 
pattern of political culture is named the institutional pattern. It defines 
participation as democratic, pluralistic and libertarian. The formation of this 
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pattern can be traced to the foundation of the party and it is found mainly 
among base membership. The second pattern is named the practice pattern and 
is dominant political culture held by the elite across factions. It describes 
power relations through authoritarianism, co-RSWDWLRQDQGWKHHOLWH¶VKHJHPRQ\
over decision making. The formation of this pattern is traced to democratic 
centralism and to the changes introduced in the Socialist Renewal stage. These 
two patterns represents two clear political cultures developed thought the 
historical evolution of the party. This evolution defined the framework for 
action through ideas and political experiences RI SDUW\¶V PHPEHUV which 
characterise types of participation and power relations. This chapter describes 
hRZ WKHVH SDWWHUQV ZHUH LQIOXHQFHG E\ WKH SDUW\¶V LQVWLWXWLRQDO GHYHORSPHQW
and mediated by differing groups of members within the party and their 
experiences and struggles in these three distinct periods. 
 
These two cultures are connected to two types of participation which shape 
LQWHUQDOFROOHFWLYHDJHQF\ ,XVHG3L]]RUQR¶VV\VWHPVRIVROLGarity and system 
of interest to connect both patterns to the types of participation found in the 
party.  The system of solidarity is found during the Foundation stage and the 
New Left stage.  During these periods the collective identification and 
collective solidarity is found in both base membership and leadership. During 
both periods there are found strong leadership or personalismos, which are 
connected to system of interest, but the presence of a system of solidarity 
integrated them into a more plural and democratic political participation. 
Hence, both systems were balanced by collective ideas of participation in those 
stages. The first pattern of political culture, the institutional pattern, is found 
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during both stages, and it is connected to a period where the Chilean 
socioeconomic and political context seeks the political and economic inclusion 
of new actors (women and working classes). The system of interest, found 
amongst leaders in the previous two stages, s reinforced during Socialist 
Renewal stage, period characterised by individualised power relations and the 
presence of individual goals. The second pattern of political culture, the 
practice pattern, is connected to this period, resulting in power relations 
characterised by authoritarianism, co-optation and hegemony in decision-
making. As a result, the PSCh institutional development showed the shift of the 
SDUW\ IURP 3L]]RUQR¶V LGHD RI FRPPXQLW\ RI HTXDOV DQG V\Vtem of solidarity 
presented in PSCh participation to a system of interest, which in the case of the 
PSCh favours elite hegemony in decision making and an unequal distribution 
of incentives, as Panebianco described leadership-membership power relations. 
Thus, the institutional development of the party not only gives evidence of the 
way in which political participation has been fostered inside the party. It also 
gives evidence about how agency is shaped by political culture. The prevalence 
of one of the patterns in relation to the other shifts the PSCh through power 
relations marked by authoritarianism and co-optation, moving internal agency 
away from more democratic and pluralistic meanings of participation. As a 
result, the practice pattern turned into the dominant political culture while the 
institutional pattern persists inside the party as a secondary political culture. A 
FOHDURXWFRPHFRPLQJ IURP WKLV VKLIW LV WKDW WKHSDUW\ WXUQHG LQWRD ³ILJKWLQJ
RUJDQLVDWLRQ´ DV 0LFKHOV GHVFULEHV SROLWLFDO SDUWLHV GRPinated by elites 
through co-optation and authoritarianism. 
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As I stated above, this study identifies three stages in the institutional 
development of the PSCh in which the context impacted upon its political 
culture.  The first stage, the Foundation stage (1933-1956), covers the 
foundational period of the party. These years are characterised by the rise of the 
middle and working classes as political actors. An emerging middle class 
increased its political influence in opposition to the upper class. It was 
constituted by teachers, white collar workers, bureaucrats, and small merchants 
(Oppenheim, 2007: 5). Political parties were linked to these two classes to 
represent their political aspirations. The middle class was politically 
represented by the Radical Party33.   Urban workers and miners were first 
represented by the Socialist Workers' Party, formed in 1912, which was the 
forerunner of the Chilean Communist party (PCCh)34.   
 
During its early years, two main characteristics shaped political participation 
within the PSCh. Firstly, political participation was characterised as 
democratic, pluralist and libertarian.  Those characteristics conceptualised and 
defined one socialist political culture through the institutional pattern. The 
pattern did not include gender solidarity and integration as part of its definition 
of political participation due to the fact that the party remains a patriarchal 
                                                          
33
  The Radical Party (PR) was formed in 1863 by former Liberal Party members. The 
party represented anti-metropolitan and anti-clerical ideas present in Chilean society, so it was 
linked to upper-class members who shared these ideas. Its political support also extended to 
middle-class sectors, such as landowners, and workers from nitrate mines. During the 20th 
Century, the party committed to industrialization and state interventionism, and so it became 
representative of the middle and working classes (Drake 1993,91). 
 
34
  Since its foundation in 1922, the PCCh has established strong connections between 
factory workers and miners through the development of trade unions.  However, it was strongly 
criticised because of its links to the Soviet Union and the Third International (Collier and Sater 
1998; Arrate 2003a; Jobet 1987).    
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organisation with internal dynamics resisting the inclusion of gender diversity 
in their hierarchies. Thus the community of equals described by Pizzorno is 
centred on class differences rather than gender integration. This first political 
culture had great importance for shaping internal agency during this stage and 
it remained the dominant culture during the following New Left.  
 
 
The second stage, named New Left (1956-1979), covers the period in which 
democratic centralism was introduced. This period was marked by the 
radicalization of the Chilean and Latin American context. The party 
membership was mainly working-class, and the party developed mass-party-
style political participation. The PSCh strategy shifted from middle-class party 
alliances to a working-class party alliance, particularly with the PCCh, and 
adopted revolutionary violence as an alternative to the electoral path. One 
characteristic emerging from this second stage was the way in which power 
relations between members and leaders took place. The party tried to 
homogenise the political behaviour of party members in order to increase 
political participation and fulfil party tasks. Authoritarianism and HOLWH¶V 
hegemony over decision making are introduced as meanings for participation. 
Those meanings remained embedded in the party, conceptualising the practice 
pattern in the followed stage. The system of solidarity was kept as the main 
system but participation became more centralised through the party officers, 
and as a result, a trend of strict control of members was introduced in party 
behaviour. Party hierarchies continued to be characterised as male dominated 
without gender inclusion and, the relationship between the leadership and the 
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membership became one of obedience to party leaders. However, the 
community of equals and the collective identification with party goals 
strengthened the institutional pattern as the main political culture those years.  
 
 
In the third stage, named Socialist Renewal (1979- WKH 36&K¶V
LQVWLWXWLRQDOGHYHORSPHQWZDVGHWHUPLQHGE\$XJXVWR3LQRFKHW¶VGLFWDWRUVKLS
The State of Exception, exile and neoliberal policies characterized this period, 
which transformed the economic and social background of Chilean society. The 
Socialist Renewal was the result of the 1979 crisis, when the party divided into 
two factions. One, Almeydismo, was linked to Democratic Centralism while the 
other, Convergencia Socialista, revived ideas coming from the Foundation 
Stage with a neoliberal approach. The first group remained strong among base 
membership, keeping the system of solidarity and the collective identification 
with party goals. The secondo group, Convergencia, developed most of its 
activity abroad by former party leaders but at the leadership level it lacked a 
strong base. This could be seen as the starting point for the division within the 
PSCh membership and leadership, groups which had developed two patterns of 
political cultures for framing participation.  
 
Socialist Renewal was one of the consequences of political exile, and took into 
account both the transformative approach of the 1947 programme as well as 
neoliberal ideas. But this framework was characterised by system of interest 
and individual goals for establishing power relations.While base membership 
in both groups preserved the system of solidarity, most of them supporting 
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$OPH\GD¶V factions, socialist leadership represented by Convergencia moved 
towards liberal ideas and promoted several liberal reforms such as the 
relevance of private entrepreneurship for economic development, and the role 
of the State as linked to public services and taxation (PSCh Nuñez, 1987).  
After the reunification of the PSCh in 1990, former Convergencia leaders were 
now part of the Socialist Renovation faction became in the hegemonic power 
inside the party, reinforcing the shift from the system of solidarity to the system 
of interest. During this stage, the system of interest became the hegemonic 
mainstream for power relations. Neoliberalism was added to the party as the 
theoretical mainstream, particularly as regards the individualization of power 
relations between party members. The introduction of neoliberalism weakened 
the party membership structure and allowed the individualization of militancy. 
As a consequence, the system of interest and the practise pattern turned into the 
dominant political culture, moved power relations into authoritarianism, co-
optation and elite hegemony over decision-making. During this stage, the 
practice pattern turned into the dominant culture, conceptualising power 
relations by authoritarianism, co-optation and HOLWHV¶ hegemony on decision 
making. 
 
 
These three stages have shaped the political culture of the Party, 
conceptualising two different patterns of political culture linked to system of 
solidarity participation( institutional pattern) and a system of interest (practice 
pattern). The first two stages are analysed in this chapter. The first party of the 
FKDSWHU FRQFHSWXDOLVH WKH )RXQGDWLRQ VWDJH DQG LWV LQIOXHQFH RQ WKH 36&K¶V
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political culture. The second one takes into account the New Left stage and its 
influence on the formation of a new political culture within the party. 
 
Social and Economic Context during PSCh Foundation 
 
The origins of the PSCh are linked to the changes experienced in the Chilean 
context at the beginning of the 20th century (Jobet 1987a; Ampuero 1969; 
Arrate and Rojas, 2003a; Drake 1993, Pollack and Rosenkranz 1986).The 
introduction of middle and working classes within the political system was 
reflected in the formation of let-wing parties which de-structured the Catholic ±
Conservative cleavage that characterised 19th century party system.  
 
 
The 1929 Depression deepened social conflicts due to the impoverishment of 
the urban middle and working classes. Those years were characterised by riots 
and political crisis35. By the beginning of the 1930s, Chilean society comprised 
an upper class, representing ten per cent of the population, who owned the 
great estates, factories, mines and banks; a middle class of white-collar 
employees, small proprietors and merchants, intellectuals and professionals 
(15% of the total population); and growing urban lower classes (75%) (Drake, 
1993: 89). These characteristics influenced the foundation of the PSCh. The 
relevance of the middle and lower classes within Chilean society was reflected 
                                                          
35
  An outcome of these political crises was the establishment of the Socialist Republic 
LQ,WZDVKHDGHGE\DUP\RIILFHUVDQGVRFLDOLVWJURXSVWRUHVWUXFWXUH&KLOHDQVRFLHW\³WR
feed the people, to dress the people, give them accommodation, treating people as a whole 
regardless their class or party affLOLDWLRQ´ Cruz Salas, 2002; 33). This three-month political 
experience impacted upon the development of the PSCh due to the fact that political 
membership of the party was based on membership of groups involved in the revolt. 
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in the composition of the PSCh membership, which comprised both middle and 
working classes36.  The socioeconomic context played an important role in left-
ZLQJ SDUWLHV¶ IRUPDWLRQ SDUWLFXODUO\ LQ WKH IRXQGDWLRQ RI WKH 36&K 6RFLDO
transformations as well as changes within the political system allowed the 
development of political projects represented by left-wing parties. 
 
 
Firstly, the rise of urban middle and working classes as political actors was one 
of the key elements of the Chilean socio-economic context that impacted upon 
the PSCh. The social context was marked by the growth of urban middle and 
working classes as a consequence of the export-oriented economic model 
developed in Chile from the beginning of the century. This model was inspired 
by liberal ideas of laissez-faire, and was based on the growth of the mining 
sector. Until the First World War, nitrate mines predominated within the mining 
sector. After the 1929 Depression, nitrate exploitation was replaced by the 
exportation of copper from mines owned by US investors. By contrast, 
agriculture was less developed than urban and mining sectors. The Chilean 
countryside was based on latifundios, structured by peasant-landlord 
relationships (peon-patron) that dominated the social structure, with peasants 
located at the bottom of Chilean society (Oppenheim, 2007; 11-12). The rising 
Chilean working class gave rise to an organised social movement, based on 
organisaciones mutuales and trade unions in the mining sector (in the North of 
Chile) as well as craftsmen and workers in Valparaiso and Santiago. This 
                                                          
36
  The membership background changed since its foundation and those changes were 
reflected in its political strategy. 
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labour movement was influenced by an anarcho-syndicalist trend, and by the 
Russian Revolution and international communism.  Moreover, an emerging 
middle-class consisting of teachers, white collar workers, bureaucrats, and 
small merchants (Oppenheim, 2007: 17) increased its political influence in 
opposition to the traditional upper class. Both social actors institutionalised 
their participation within the political system by the foundation of the  Socialist 
Workers' Party (1912), a working class party with strong linkages with mining 
workers and unions; the Democratic Party (1887), a political party popular 
among craftsmen and urban workers; and the Radical Party, the main middle-
class party until the mid-1950s37. Both middle and working classes built a 
relationship within labour organisations such as Federation of Chilean workers 
(FOCH), mostly supported by the named parties. Consequently, the Chilean 
labour movement, similarly to other Latin American labour movements, 
established strong linkages with political parties, which facilitated the 
institutionalisation of the Chilean labour movement during the 20th Century 
(Collier and Collier, 1991). 
 
 
The rise of the middle and working classes replaced the liberal-conservative 
oligarchic party system by a multiparty system which multi-class 
representation (upper, middle and working classes). This new party system was 
consolidated by the 1925 Constitution which structured a new electoral regime 
XVLQJ WKH '¶KRQGW PHWKRG RI SURSRUWLRQDO UHSUHVHQWDWLRQ ZLWK D UHYDPSHG
                                                          
37
     For more information about the development of the Chilean party system, see Valenzuela, 
Samuel (1995)The Origins and Transformations of the Chilean party system.Working 
paper#215,pp1-60. 
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multi-member electoral district (Valenzuela, 1995: 28). The modernised party 
system was highly competitive, but also with a high degree of voting 
concentration in the main political forces.  From 1932 to 1957, 14 political 
parties were represented in the National Congress (both Senate and Deputy 
Chamber), reducing in number to an average of 6 parties from 1961 to 1973 
(Valenzuela, 1991:3). These parties did not receive more than 30% of votes in 
municipal and parliamentary elections. Their average representation in the 
National Congress was 11.6% (Canas Kirby, 1997: 31). In the case of the 
PSCh, its best electoral result was in the parliamentary election of 1973, when 
the party obtained 18.4% of votes (See Pp 152). This party system had two 
major consequences. Firstly, a group of major political parties was developed 
which received most of the votes; secondly, those parties were forced to 
establish political alliances in order to gain State power. 
 
 
The multi-class party system was organised around political parties which 
represented socially and ideologically the Chilean upper, middle and working 
classes. The class formation is connected to social cleavages coming from 
changes within the political actors. The 19th Century party system was defined 
by clerical/anticlerical cleavages which turned into social cleavages due to the 
inclusion of the middle and working classes as relevant political actors. Middle 
and working class parties tended to organise as mass parties during this historic 
period. Right-wing voters mainly supported the Conservative and Liberal 
Parties until 1966, when both forces merged into the National Party, the right-
wing hegemonic force which represented the Chilean oligarchy and Catholic 
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conservatism. 
 
The middle class was initially represented by the Radical Party which 
concentrated votes coming from the agnostic middle class formed mainly by 
civil servants and teachers.  Since the 1950s, the Catholic middle-class voter 
supported mainly the Christian Democracy. This party merged two groups 
coming from the Conservative Party in 1957: the Falange Nacional and the 
Christian Conservative Party. Similarly to the parties formed in Italy and Spain, 
the Christian Democracy mainly supported the Social Doctrine of the Catholic 
Church.    
 
Urban workers and miners, who were first represented by the Socialist 
Workers' Party, became the main political base of the Chilean Communist 
Party. The PCCh can be characterised as a Marxist and proletarian party 
formed by the labour movement. It had a working-class leadership since its 
foundation in 1922 and it established close linkages with the Communist Party 
of the Soviet Union as well as the International Communist Movement (Daire, 
2010). Another characteristic of the PCCh was its support for the electoral 
strategy or pacific road to socialism and for achieving State power. As a 
FRQVHTXHQFHWKH3&&KEHFRPHLQRQHRIWKHSLOODUVRI$OOHQGH¶V&KLOHDQURDG
to socialism, characterised by its support for the 1925 Constitution as well as 
its development within the Chilean institutional frame (Varas, 2010).  Since its 
foundation in 1933, the PSCh challenged the PCCh's working class support as 
well as the Radical Party's middle-class base. The previously described social 
characteristics showed in the political cleavages that formed left wing parties 
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led to the formation of the PSCh. 
 
The formation of the PSCh and the Foundation Stage (1933-1956) 
 
7KH )RXQGDWLRQ VWDJH FRYHUV WKH SHULRG IURP WKH SDUW\¶V IRUPDWLRQ LQ 
until 1956 and the introduction of democratic centralism into the party statutes. 
The described factors and conditions within the socio-economic and political 
context impacted on the formation of the party. The described characteristics 
presented in the Chilean context influenced the PSCh political participation, 
which during this period stressed the system of solidarity and the collective 
identification within party goals and project. This type of participation 
supported the development of the institutional pattern, which resulted in the 
dominant political culture of the party. The pattern conceptualised participation 
as democratic, pluralistic and libertarian. This section focuses on the linkages 
between this stage and the political culture. 
 
)URP DQ LQVWLWXWLRQDO SHUVSHFWLYH WKH SDUW\¶V FRQGXFW ZDV LQIOXHQFHG E\ WKH
highly institutionalised Chilean political system. This political system was 
marked by strong government institutions which played key roles in the public 
SROLF\ PDNLQJ SURFHVV DQG PRVW LPSRUWDQWO\ ³SROLWLFDO DFWRUV DFFHSWHG WKH
validity of both codified rules and procedures and a host of informal practices 
ZKLFK KDG HYROYHG RYHU JHQHUDWLRQV WR UDWLRQDOLVH WKH SROLWLFDO SURFHVV´
(Valenzuela, 1991:13).  One of those institutions, the National Congress, was 
formed by a Deputy Chamber of 147 seats (150 seats since 1970) and a Senate 
of 45 seats. The National Congress had considerable independence from the 
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Executive, representing most of the political parties within the party system. As 
a result, the National Congress became the main space for structuring and 
developing political agreements until 1973 (Valenzuela, 1991: 14). As a result 
of this institutional frame, political parties developed a strong network with 
social movements, whether in the State bureaucracy, labour unions, student 
federations or professional associations. These networks drove VRFLDO DFWRUV¶
demands within party structures and effectively impacted on the policy-making 
process (Valenzuela 1991:16-17). Consequently, political parties became 
critical actors in mediating the relationship between the State and social 
movements until 1973. 
 
The PSCh was founded in 1933 by different socialist groups: New Public 
Action [Nueva Accion Publica ±NAP], led by Eugenio Matte; the Marxist 
Socialist Party [Partido Socialista Marxista- PSM], led by Eleodoro 
Dominguez and Jorge Nuet Latour; the Socialist Order [Orden Socialista] led 
by Arturo Gundian and Luciano Kulczewki; the Independent Socialist Party 
[Partido Socialista Independiente] led by Armando Corbalan; and Socialist 
Revolutionary Action [Accion Revolucionaria Socialista ±ARS] led by Oscar 
Schnake and Eugenio Gonzalez (See figure 7). These groups can be described 
as political middle- and working-class groups which supported economic 
reforms such as: agrarian reform, the nationalisation of primary resources 
(minerals), and the promotion of industrial development (Jobet, 1987a). From 
an ideological and theoretical perspective, these groups can be described as 
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anarchist, libertarian socialist, progressive nationalist and humanist 38 . Thus 
during the formation of the party, membership and leadership presented a clear 
anti-authoritarianism as a condition for political participation. This particular 
meaning frame participation as more plural, democratic and libertarian, and 
also differentiated the PSCh with the PCCh, which showed more vertical and 
disciplined forms of participation.  Also, young military officers who were 
involved in the Socialist Republic period took part in it. This multi-class 
heritage was reflected in the conduct of the party and its political strategies 
until 1973. The PSCh showed its multi-class background since its foundation.  
By 1933, its members were both middle and working classes.  Intellectuals and 
professionals (petit bourgeois) accounted for 75% of the Central Committee, 
while working-class members accounted for 25% (Pollack and Rosenkranz 
1986, 10-48). 
 
 
 
                                                          
38
  In addition, the supporters of evangelical churches, and former Democrat and Radical 
Party members swelled the PSCh ranks. 
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Figure 7 Membership of the PSCh at its Foundation 
 
This social diversity impacted upon how the PSCh defined itself as political 
organisation, which was mainly as a political project of revolutionary 
transformation. Due to the fact that these groups had a middle and urban 
working-class composition, the PSCh represented a unity of manual workers 
and intellectuals from its foundation. Hence, the party had a multi-class 
composition including manual workers, agricultural workers, white-collar 
employees, students, craftsmen, merchants, and small business owners 
(Jobet1987a; Arrate and Rojas 2003a). 
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The JURXQGVRIWKHLQVWLWXWLRQDOSDWWHUQDUHIRXQGLQWKHFKDUDFWHULVWLFV36&K¶V
foundation. The PSCh was influenced by anarchist and communist cells. This 
influence was shown by the introduction of Marxism to drive political action, 
ERWK DV D GRFWULQH DQG DV D PHWKRG IRU SROLWLFDO DQDO\VLV ³HQULFKHG IRU HYHU\
FRQWULEXWLRQ´ -REHW D  7KH 6RFLDOLVW SODWIRUP GHILQHG WKH SDrty as 
anti-oligarchic; anti-capitalist; anti-fascist; and anti-militarist (Jobet 1987a), 
with a strong anti-imperialist character (PSCh, 1974)39. The presence of diverse 
groups with different mainstreams defined the PSCh identity as a diverse and 
unusually tolerant leftist party, able to integrate different political projects 
coming from the left within its organisation. These characteristics also led the 
party to include theoretical backgrounds coming from nationalist and Latin-
Americanist perspectives. The PSCh was defined as a party with a socialist and 
revolutionary character, and a national party with a Latin±American 
perspective in its organization and political strategy. Nationalism was centred 
RQ WKH &KLOHDQ FRQWH[W WKURXJK ³DQ REMHFWLYH H[DPLQDWLRQ of our reality and 
SRVVLELOLWLHV´ 36&K   ,W FRQVLGHUHG ³WKH QDWXUDO FRQGLWLRQV RI
&KLOHDQJHRJUDSK\DQGWKHWDOHQWRILWVSHRSOH´36&K7KH36&K¶V
nationalism was based on ideas coming from the Peruvian theorist Jose Carlos 
Mariategui, whose conceptualisation of Marxism emphasised the impact of 
each national context on the development of productive forces and subordinate 
classes (Arrate and Rojas, 2003a: 165). The Latin-Americanist perspective 
emerged from the political experiences of South America during the 1930s. 
                                                          
39
  It was defined as anti-capitalist because of the foreign investment in the Chilean 
mining sector, particularly by American investors. It was considered an anti-oligarchic party 
because of the economic and social relations between landlords and industrial owners and the 
working class. Also the anti-fascist characteristic was included because of the ongoing 
European situation. 
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The most influential group was the APRA, the American Popular 
Revolutionary Alliance [Alianza Popular Revolucionaria Americana], which 
was a major political force founded in Peru in 1924 as a consequence of the 
alliance between the radical student movement and the burgeoning working-
class (Nugent, 2006: 205). Similar to the PSCh, the APRA represented the 
aspirations of the middle and working classes. The APRA argued that the 
economic wealth brought by foreign capital did not help to improve the 
economic position of most Peruvians 40 . Those characteristics influenced 
political participation, turning the party into a more diverse and plural 
organisation. Those meanings were conceptualised within the institutional 
pattern, which frame those concepts into a pattern representing the community 
of equals. This community of equals was represented by system of solidarity 
among base and leadership relations and participation. 
 
 
The described characteristics were also influenced by the mutli-class 
membership which characterised the party. Data about the party membership 
showed that 55% were working-class and 45% middle-class in the period 
1933-39.  These figures changed between 1939 and 1953. Middle class 
membership decreased to 35% while working class membership rose to 65%. 
7KH DXWKRUV¶ GDWD IRU WKH SHULRG -1970 showed that 70% working class 
membership and 30% middle class membership (Pollack and Rosencrantz, 
                                                          
40
 The party wanted to transform Peru into a more egalitarian republic, and to limit the 
influence of foreign capital and the local oligarchy (North 1970, 165). Therefore, the APRA 
was not a revolutionary party but a reformist one (North 1970, 212) with a strong emphasis on 
/DWLQ$PHULFDQH[SHULHQFHV7KH$35$¶VOHDGHU9LFWRU5DXO+D\DGHOD7RUUHDOVRFULWLFLVHG
the Peruvian Communists because they did not take into account local realities in developing 
revolutionary projects (Almeyda 1987, 23).    
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1HYHUWKHOHVVWKHSDUW\¶VOHDGHUVKLSIURPWRZDVDOPRVW
equal to both middle and working classes: 50% and 48% respectively 
(1986:80). Thus, PSCh leadership and membership had a multi-class 
background constantly between 1933 and 1973. This social diversity also 
influenced views about political participation inside the PSCh, which was 
defined as plural and democratic because of the diversity of its members in 
their class backgrounds and factional origins. Those meanings were integrated 
into the institutional pattern during this period but shaping strong male leaders 
for representing the community of equals without including gender differences. 
Despite this more inclusive pattern of political culture, democracy and 
SOXUDOLVP ZHUH JHQGHUHG 7KLV FKDUDFWHULVWLF VWLOO SUHYDLOV ZLWKLQ WKH SDUW\¶V
political culture, crossing both institutional pattern and practice pattern as a 
jointed point of both cultures. Figures such as Juan Domingo Peron were 
DGPLUHG DPRQJ WKH SDUW\¶V SROLWLFDO HOLWHV &KLOHDQ VRFLDOLVWV ZHUH QRW RQO\
LPSUHVVHGE\3HURQ¶VVWUXJJOHVDJDLQVW$UJHQWLQHDn oligarchic political parties, 
but also by his encouragement of the labour movement (Halperin, 1965: 136).   
Thus charismatic leaders and intellectuals shaped a male dominated leadership 
which reinforced gendered participation within the community of equals and 
the system of solidarity.  
 
At the time of its foundation, the PSCh took into account the relevance of the 
Chilean context for developing its theoretical approach. Both the Chilean and 
/DWLQ $PHULFDQ FRQWH[WV GHILQHG WKH 36&K¶V IRXQGDWLRQDO SROLWLFDl approach, 
which centred on revolutionary transformations inside the Chilean context. The 
nationalist and regionalist perspectives of the PSCh were also reflected in 
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socialist criticism of the Communist dependence on the International. Socialist 
leaders criticised members of the Communist Party because of the impact of 
the Third International upon Communist Party (PCCh) behaviour. The PSCh 
tried to adopt a particular political identity as a left-wing party, distinct from 
the PCCh.  This characteristic was linked by party members to the pluralistic 
and democratic methods of political participation used within the PSCh. Both 
FKDUDFWHULVWLFV DUH SUHVHQW LQ WKH ILUVW VWDJH RI WKH SDUW\¶V LQVWLWXWLRQDO
development, which is described in the next section. 
 
The characteristics described above impacted upon the PSCh mainstream. The 
party developed an independent interpretation of Marxism which was 
identified in its principles as the key element for understanding Chilean 
socialism. This definition was also influenced by Trotskyist groups included in 
WKH36&K¶V IRXQGDWLRQ7KHVHZHUH IRUPHUPHPEHUVRI WKH&RPPXQLVW3DUW\
who disagreed with Comintern policies and abandoned the party. This 
LQIOXHQFHZDVDSSDUHQWLQWKH36&K¶VFULWLFLVPRIWKH3&&K¶VEHKDYLRXU6LQFH
its foundation, the party had criticised the Russian Revolution, due to the 
totalitarian conception of the State, which implied a coercive regulation of 
individuals (PSCh, 1947: 14). In addition, the PSCh defined revolutionary 
socialism as a different practice from Soviet communism, due to the fact that 
Soviet communism violated the historical objectives of the proletarian 
movement. According to PSCh documents, the Soviet State subordinated 
proletarian demands to its convenience (PSCh, 1947: 5). These meanings 
which differentiated the PSCh from the PCCh impacted on the institutional 
pattern, reinforcing pluralism, libertarianism and democracy. 
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6LQFH WKH 36&K¶V IRXQGDWLRQ WKH SDUW\ KDV KDG D WHQVH UHODWLRQVKLS ZLWK WKH
PCCh. Both took part in the two most important political alliances in Chilean 
history: the Popular Front (1938-1946); the Frap-Popular Unity (1956-1973) 
and the Popular Unity in 1970 which successfully led Allende to La Moneda. 
This alliance was formed by the PCCh, PSCh, the Radical Party and other 
small political groups which had split from the PSCh (the Revolutionary Left 
Movement - MIR), and from the Christian Democracy (Popular Unity Action 
Movement - MAPU; Christian Left - IC). The PSCh and PCCh contended for 
leadership of the trade unions and labour movement development. . The 
linkages developed between the PSCh and PCCh permitted the introduction of 
democratic centralism during the second stage of institutional development, the 
New Left. However, the parties differed on political strategy during their 
alliance until 1973. 
 
The contextual elements described include regional and international 
influences as well as socioeconomic and political changes. Regional and 
international influences came from other political projects and theoretical 
approaches for framing the PSCh alternative. The local context contributed 
with new actors and the diversity and pluralism that those actors integrated to 
the party through their different political mainstreams as well as multiclass 
backgrounds. Those characteristics reflected the system of solidarity and the 
community of equals found within the participation, and they embodied the 
institutional pattern of political culture. The Chilean context impacted upon the 
GHYHORSPHQW RI WKH 36&K¶V SROLWLFDO VWUXFWXUH DQG WKH PSCh showed its 
capacity to adapt to its context. Firstly, the socioeconomic base influenced the 
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party membership because it included urban middle and working classes. The 
idea a plural party was strengthened due to the multi-class background of its 
members. The PSCh opened its membership to a multi-class constituency 
because the party was considered to be a result of social transformations 
needed in Chile. Therefore, the PSCh included both social classes which rose at 
the beginning of the 20th Century as representatives of the class struggle in 
Chilean society (PSCh, 1933). Secondly, the political basis present in the 
Chilean context defined the PSCh as a political project for social 
transformation, influenced by nationalist and Latin-American perspectives. 
Both perspectives impacted upon the PSCh's strategy, which was focused on 
the Chilean context, and particularly on political alliances with middle and 
ZRUNLQJFODVVHVSDUWLHV7KHUHIRUH WKH&KLOHDQFRQWH[W LQIOXHQFHG WKHSDUW\¶V
political structure, and the political culture of its membership. The context also 
impacted upon its membership because the party's political culture was created 
E\ WKH GLIIHUHQW VRFLDOLVW JURXSV SUHVHQW GXULQJ WKH SDUW\¶V IRXQGDWLRQ 7KH
inclusion of these groups shaped political participation through the meanings of 
pluralism in the social background of party members, and democracy in their 
theoretical background. Pluralism and democracy evidenced the system of 
solidarity during the PSCh's foundation, due to the fact that pluralism and 
democracy are closer to the idea of a community of equals described by 
Pizzorno, demonstrating that political participation during this stage was 
determined by collective identification with those meanings, democracy and 
pluralism. These characteristics are embedded in the pattern which I named the 
institutional pattern because it integrated meanings about democracy and 
pluralism as well as libertarian ideas about theoretical approaches coming from 
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international and national contexts.  Documents datLQJ IURP WKH 36&K¶V
formation describe the party as democratic because it included both middle and 
working-class members. Democracy is understood as an inclusive form of 
participation, completely different from what is found in the PCCh. Chilean 
socialism was defined as democratic because it aimed to achieve complete 
social equality. In addition, it is critical of Soviet communism because of the 
ODWWHU
VGRJPDWLFSRVLWLRQ7KLVFULWLFLVPLVOLQNHGWRWKHSDUW\¶VOLEHUWDULDQLVP
which reflected its capacity to include several groups with different 
mainstreams. Therefore, Chilean socialism defends public liberties and the 
respect of human beings (Jobet 1987a: 118-119). It incorporates a liberal view 
about individuals and participation. The party emphasised that socialism should 
take into account bourgeois achievements, but in an environment which 
respects liberty. This environment must take into account the freedom of the 
ownership of the means of production (PSCh, 1947: 7). Pluralism was related 
to the multi-class background of the party which founded the PSCh. These 
groups were characterised as heterogeneous in their social class basis. Some of 
them had been described as groups with a strong bourgeois basis (Jobet, 1987a: 
90). These characteristics conceptualised the institutional pattern as the formal 
political culture of the party. This framework for action distinguished the PSCh 
political culture from the other mayor left wing party the PCCh. These ideas 
defined party political action and characterised the way in which political 
participation was defined inside the party. The same ideas also influenced the 
way that the party described its transformative ideas about democracy in Chile 
and social inclusion, finding the conceptualisation of this pattern in the main 
ideas coming out of Allende´s Chilean road to Socialism.  The following 
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quotes evidence the influence of the institutional pattern in the way in which 
the Chilean road to socialism was defined. 
"For my own part, I'm sure we'll have the energy and the capacity to pursue our efforts, 
modelling the first socialist society built as democratic, pluralist and libertarian"( Salvador 
Allende,  Chilean Path to Socialism. State of the Nation, 21 May 1971) 
  
 
From its formation, political participation in the PSCh was organised in 
factions with strong leadership groups. Factionalism resulted from the way in 
which the party was created, based on several socialist groups, through which 
leaders maintained their influence over the structure of the new party. The 
following quotations from interviews explain that factions have been one way 
in which the PSCh motivates its political participation.   
³We have always had leaders who define or determine internal factions. In spite of the 
presence of factions, the party has stayed united´. (Denisse Pascal Allende, 
Valparaiso). 
 
³)DFWLRQVDUHSDUWRIWKHSDUW\¶VLGLRV\QFUDV\EHFDXVHWKHSDUW\ZDVIRXQGHGE\IRXU
different parties´ (Marcelo Diaz, Valparaiso) 
 
All these factions were characterised as gendered spaces of participation, 
headed by male leaderships.  Socialist women have not become strong leaders, 
DQGWKH\KDYHQRWOHGDIDFWLRQVLQFHWKHSDUW\¶VIRXQGDWLRQ'XULQJWKLVVWDJH
few women took part in representative structures inside the party, and just two 
women were elected as deputies between 1933 and 1973. As with most Chilean 
political parties, the PSCh leadership had a strong male component. Most of 
the socialist women developed their political activity from the perspective of 
motherhood, focusing their participation ZLWKLQWKH:RPHQ¶V'HSDUWPHQW7KH
male leadership tradition has been maintained in the party since its creation.  
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As I stated in the Introduction (Pp. 12-15), women's participation in Chile until 
1973 politicised motherhood as a way of mobilising women in public spaces. 
This was a form of politicised motherhood which motivated women's 
participation within political parties and other public spaces. Consequently, the 
party integrated female members framing their action from the motherhood 
perspective. The institutional pattern framed women´s activity taking into 
account this conservative role. It reproduced gendered participation within 
factions and leadership, because the community of equals inside the party did 
not consider gender.  This fact has not changed over the institutional 
development of the party, and as I stated before, both the institutional pattern 
and practice pattern shared the same conservative background about women´s 
participation. Both political cultures have remained gendered culture regarding 
women´s internal action.   
 
Strong leaderships deepened factionalism because internal factions were 
formed based on leaders inside the party, not on theoretical discussions or 
GHEDWHV6RPHRIWKH36&K¶VLQWHUQDOIDFWLRQVXSWRZHUHGHYHORSHGDQd 
named according to their leader, for example, Chetistas (Aniceto Rodrigues 
faction) or Ampueristas (Raul Ampuero faction). The tendency to develop 
strong internal male leadership was maintained inside the party, and it was 
deepened by the development of local bosses41. These leaderships were named 
personalismos [strong personalities], due to leadership being settled by the 
                                                          
41
  The literature has characterized the PSCh as sensitive to political trends and strongly 
factionalised. See Furci (1984); Halperin (1965); Alexander (1978). 
 
148 
 
 
 
particular charisma of the leader rather than theoretical discussions. This 
tendency helped elites to develop a type of political conduct linked to 
3L]]RUQR¶V V\VWHPRI LQWHUHVWZKLFK VWUHVVHG LQWHUQDO SDUW\ UHODWLRQV3ROLWLFDO
participation in the party was settled on the relationship between members and 
a strong leadership. Therefore, factionalism and strong leadership settled the 
basis for the development of the system of interest amongst leadership. The 
contextual characteristics presented within the Socialist Renewal reinforced 
this type of participation. This system permitted the formation of the second 
pattern of political culture, the practice pattern, which defined power relations 
between members and leaders through co-optation, authoritarianism and 
hegemony in decision making. 
 
The party organisation tried to fight the tendency to factionalism. It tried to 
reinforce free discussion and the inclusion of its members in grassroots 
organisations and cells following the ideas presented in the institutional pattern 
(See figure 8). As a result, the PSCh was established as a nationwide 
organization with branches in urban areas in order to include all party´s 
members. These branches were organised according to the territorial divisions 
which grouped the party members. This type of organisation tried to integrate 
all members inside the structure, as a community of equals in Pizzorno's 
understanding. It was designed to incorporate all party members in the decision 
making and daily activities of the party.  The basic structure was the cell 
[nucleos], which was defined as a small group of members which held regular 
meetings in order to study, anGWRH[SUHVVWKHLURSLQLRQVDERXWWKHSDUW\&HOOV¶
participation maintained a pluralistic understanding of political participation 
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because they were created to include the diversity of the PSCh membership and 
the institutional pattern was used as the dominant political culture during those 
years by base membership and leadership. During the Socialist Renewal 
period, just the base membership kept this pattern of political culture within 
formal structure because leadership moved into the practice pattern for driving 
power relations. 
 
 
The objective of these cells was to ensure the effective participation of all the 
members in the party, to get them involved in political activity and decision 
PDNLQJLQ³WKHLUOLYHVWKHLUFRQGXFWDQGWKHLUDFWLYLW\´-REHW987a: 42). The 
next step up in the socialist organization was the section committee, which 
grouped cell representatives within a certain territory. The regional committee 
grouped several section committee representatives.  At each of those levels a 
congress42 was held for defining party activity. 
 
                                                          
42
  In the cell congress, all the members of a cell were included. In the case of the section 
congress, cell representatives elected to be involved in these congresses participated. It was the 
same for the regional congress with grouping representatives elected for this activity. 
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Figure 8 PSCh Structure for Political Participation. Source: Pollack and Rosenkranz 1986: 101. 
 
 
The main decision-making structure inside the party was the General Congress 
(See figure 9). However, the central committee, headed by a secretary-general, 
and a political commission of five members, were the permanent structures 
which guided the party most of the time. The internal relations between the 
base structures, cells, sections and regional committees, and the top of the party 
were centralised by the Department of Organisation and Control, and therefore 
the power of the central committee and the political commission was small 
(Pollack and Rosenkranz, 1986: 20). As a result, the party tried to create a 
structure in which political participation was not driven by a main organisation 
but settled in the base of the party, among the party members. This structure 
evidenced the way in which pluralism and democracy were integrating in the 
party structure, developing a structure set for a community of equals. This 
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community of equals was consistent with the ideas of pluralism, democracy 
and libertarianism embedded within the institutional pattern. 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 9 The PSCh´s structure 1940-1953. Source: Pollack and Rosenkranz 1986:Pp 21 
 
 
The internal formal organisation promoted a nationwide branch network at 
communal and provincial levels since 1933. These branches enabled the party 
to keep a constant representative network of councillors, mayors, deputies and 
senators in most of the 28 electoral constituencies. Consequently, the PSCh 
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maintained an electoral representation no greater than 30%. The following 
tables show the electoral performance of the PSCh in Parliamentary Elections 
between 1937 and 1973. The best electoral performance of the PSCh was in the 
1973 parliamentary election (18.4%), and for the Senate was in the 1965 and 
1973 parliamentary elections (15.5%). 
 
 Conservative 
Party/National 
Party 1969-1973 
Liberal 
Party 
Christian 
Democracy 
Party 
Radical 
Party 
Chilean 
Socialist 
Party 
Chilean 
Communist 
Party 
1937 21.3 20.7 - 18.6 11.2 4.2 
1941 17.1 14 3.4 21.7 16.7 11.8 
1945 23.6 17.9 2.6 20 12.8 10.3 
1949 22.7 18 3.9 21.7 9.3* - 
1953 10.1 11 2.9 13.3 14.1* - 
1957 13.8 15.3 9.4 21.4 10.7 - 
1961 14.8 16.6 15.9 22.5 11.1 11.8 
1965 5.3 7.5 43.6 13.7 10.6 12.7 
1969 20.8-NP** - 31.1 13.6 12.8 16.6 
1973 21.1-NP** - 28.5 3.6 18.4 16.2 
Figure 10 Parliamentary Elections since 1937 to 1973. Electoral Performance of the Major Political 
Parties in Chile, including PSCh. Source Canas Kirby, Enrique (1997),El Proceso Politico en Chile 
1973-1990,Pp 31* The table includes together data from PSP and PS.** Since 1969-1973 the Chilean 
right wing was represented by the National Party, where came together the Conservative party and 
the Liberal party. 
 
 
 
This type of organisation tried to avoid strong leadership groups making 
decisions on committees or exercising hegemony. Although the internal 
organisation tried to avoid factionalism, this practice remained one of the ways 
in which the PSCh organised internal participation. During this period, political 
participation was dominated by the institutional pattern of political culture, 
conceptualising participation as pluralistic, democratic and libertarian. 
However, a strong leadership conflicted with this form of participation because 
personalismos or strong leadership were closer to the system of interest in 
Pizzorno's understandings of political participation.  The resultant discontinuity 
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might have created tensions in decision making during this stage. Foundation 
stage decision making mostly evidenced a system of solidarity rather than a 
system of interest. However, strong leadership or personalismos affected the 
party during its first division in 1948 which was the result of internal fights 
among the leadership. In this conflict, the PSCh decision making structure led 
the party to its first major division. I would argue that the presence of the 
system of solidarity established the institutional pattern as the dominant pattern 
used for political participation during this stage. This pattern highlighted the 
community of equals and the collective without a gendered perspective.   
 
When the party united in 1956, it introduced democratic centralism. This 
theoretical approach integrated two new meanings to political culture. 
Obedience and discipline to the party structure led to the inclusion of 
authoritarianism and HOLWHV¶ KHJHPRQ\ RQ GHFLVLRQ PDNLQJ as part of this 
pattern. The party structure tended to dominate and control members´ actions 
through the inclusion of more centralised spaces of participation led by party 
officers. Those meanings about participation and power led to the development 
of the practice pattern when the factions replaced the formal structure and elite 
hegemony in decision making in the third stage. While there was a balance of 
power between base membership and elites, the institutional pattern remained 
as dominant political culture. Also this balance allowed the system of solidarity 
RYHUSRZHUHGOHDGHUVKLS¶VV\VWHPRILnterest.  This balance was broken during 
the Socialist Renewal stage. Pinochet´s dictatorship and the changes introduced 
by neoliberal reforms targeted economically middle and working classes, and 
political context excluded both from the decision making.  Additionally the 
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underground activity and the new political system favoured the formation of 
elites which dominated the decision making during these years. The party was 
not able to integrate all its members within the decision making because 
political activity was banned and it needed to carry on into small cells. This 
scenario favoured factions as spaces for political participation when democracy 
was restored. Those characteristics broke the power balance between base 
membership and leadership, reinforcing the system of interest to establish their 
power relations and permitted the practice pattern became the PSCh dominant 
culture.  
 
When the first division of the party happened, the PSCh was part of the 
Popular Front which came into government in 193843. But it was not a result of 
changes among the described balance, but tensions among the political elite 
which at that time exhibited behaviours closer to the system of interest.   These 
FKDULVPDWLFOHDGHUVUHQGHUHGWKHSDUW\¶VSDUWLFLSDWLRQLQWKH)URQWFRQWUoversial 
EHFDXVH WKH\ UHLQIRUFHG IDYRXULWLVP LQVLGH WKH SDUW\ ³LQ RSSRVLWLRQ WR WKH
SDUW\¶V UHYROXWLRQDU\ YDOXHV´ -REHW D   As a result, tensions arose 
regarding the role of the party within the administration. While some of the 
leaders supported the alliance, other saw this alliance as a barrier to the PSCh 
                                                          
43
        The Popular Front was a left- wing coalition which gathered together the Radical Party, 
the Socialist Party, the Communist Party, the Democratic Party and the Radical Socialist Party 
until 1948, the year in which the Communist Party was banned and the Socialist Party suffered 
its first division. After the Concertación, it was the second most successful electoral alliance 
due to the fact that it allowed the Radical Party to hold the presidency of Chile until 1952. The 
coalition focused on state intervention and the industrialization of Chile through the 
development of economic and political policies such as the foundation of CORFO. CORFO or 
Corporacion para el Fomento de la Produccion [Corporation to Promote Development] is a 
state agency created to expand Chilean industrialization through the allocation of state credits 
to different economic sectors, in particular industry and construction. 
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becoming a truly revolutionary party (Jobet, 1987a: 197). These clashes were 
deepened by the new administration of Gabriel Gonzalez Videla which passed 
WKH³/DZLQ'HIHQFHRI'HPRFUDF\´RU³&XUVHG/DZ´WKDW\HDU7KHODZZDV
one of the outcomes of the Cold War in South America and it banned the 
PCCh.  Some leaders of the PSCh supported this law in order to keep the party 
within the administration. As a result, the PSCh experienced its first division 
due to the fact that the vast majority of the party opposed the law. Therefore, 
between 1948 and 1956, Chilean socialism was represented by a right-wing 
faction, called the Socialist Party (PS), and a left-wing faction represented by 
the Popular Socialist Party (PSP). The PS supported the Cursed Law, while the 
Popular Socialist Party (PSP) grouped together socialist members who were 
opposed to the law. 
 
7KH36&K¶VGLYLVLRQVKRZHGWKHSUHVVXUHRIinternal party decision making and 
tensioned the system of solidarity and the institutional pattern with conducts 
reinforced individual goals. While the system of solidarity supported collective 
LGHQWLILFDWLRQ IRU UHYROXWLRQDU\ YDOXHV E\ WKH SDUW\¶V EDVH PHPEHUVKLS
personalismos moved elite behaviour to the system of interest and some party 
leaders supported the act which banned the PCCh. During this division and the 
period of unification, the system of solidarity and the institutional pattern 
remained the dominant political culture. The tension between the two systems 
will reappear during the Socialist Renewal stage, when the system of interest is 
reinforced within political participation. This tendency to stress one of the 
systems allowed to the PSCh to develop and integrate two political cultures to 
its intra-party power relations.  Consequently, one of the PSCh patterns was 
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mainly stressed and turned in to the dominant political culture at any time. The 
institutional pattern was the dominant political culture during the Foundation 
stage and the New Left stage.  Contextual changes during the third stage, 
Socialist Renewal, shifted the system to solidarity to a system of interest, 
developing another political culture, the practice pattern, which became the 
relevant culture during this period. These two political cultures patterns were 
linked to two forms of participation, defined by Pizzorno as system of 
solidarity and system of interest.  Both patterns were formed during the period 
in which the party used these systems for political participation. The 
institutional pattern, as I described, is linked to the system of solidarity, and the 
practice pattern to the system of interest. 
 
The PSP tried to fight the personalismos [strong leadership] and developed a 
radical vision of party political participation. It linked with the trade unions and 
the PCCh, and introduced democratic centralism as a tool to discipline the 
party. The PS lost influence inside the administration and among socialist 
supporters and party members. When the PSCh reunified in 1956, the radical 
vision presented by the PSP became important for party administration. This 
perspective led to the introduction of democratic centralism as a means to 
homogenise internal political participation. It altered the PSCh political culture 
and it reinforced radical visions of the PSCh as a leftist party, even a 
revolutionary party. Democratic centralism reconstructed the theoretical 
mainstream of the party and unified it under Marxism-Leninism. Furthermore, 
it impacted upon political participation because it reinforced the role of the 
SDUW\ RUJDQLVDWLRQ LQGULYLQJ WKHPHPEHUVKLS¶V UROH LQ DOO DVSHFWV RISROLWLFDO
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life. Finally, democratic centralism impacted upon pluralism due to the fact that 
the party focused on working-class membership and abandoned its initial self-
definition as a multi-class party. It shifted the party into a more vertical 
approach to political participation and power relations, closer to Michels' idea 
of fighting organisation, and distanced the party from the its self-definition as a 
pluralist, multi-class party, instead stressing the idea of a community of equals 
in class terms. The described characteristics set the stage for the dominance of 
the practise pattern in internal party logics from the next historical stage, 
Socialist Renewal. 
 
In summary, the Foundation stage shaped the patterns of political participation 
in the party. It established the dominant pattern as democratic, libertarian and 
pluralist but gendered participation. Those concepts conceptualise the 
institutional pattern which framed the relationship between members and 
leaders. However, this relationship was also marked by the presence of strong 
leadership and factionalism. Those elites exhibited conduct closer to the system 
of interest but the system of solidarity and the institutional pattern dominated 
participation during this first stage. During the three historical stages of the 
party the relative power of the two cultures has shifted with the institutional 
pattern being dominant in the foundation stage, but becoming a secondary 
culture dominated by the practice pattern on the Socialist Renewal. Both 
characteristics shaped political participation, particularly power relations 
between members and leaders. The patterns of political cultures were helped by 
switch from one type of system to the other. Pluralism and democracy defined 
and characterised political participation within the party due to the fact that the 
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party was described as more tolerant towards its membership and more 
inclusive in its theoretical approaches than other left parties. As a result, the 
system of solidarity was reinforced across different factions. 
 
The New Left (1956-1979) 
 
The New Left stage (1956 -1979) covers the introduction of democratic 
centralism from 1956 until the second division of the party in 1979 as a 
FRQVHTXHQFH RI WKH  FRXS G¶pWDW ZKLFK RYHUWKUHZ 6DOYDGRU $OOHQGH
Democratic centralism attempted to homogenise political participation through 
discipline over members in order to avoid factionalism. Discipline and control 
of members was used to try to shape the party into an organisation able to 
advance a military-style strategy. During this stage the practice pattern became 
formally entrenched by characteristics of discipline and obedience introduced 
by democratic centralism.  Both goals are summarised in the name of this 
stage, New Left, which centred on the formation of a new revolutionary left 
(Jobet, 1987b: 156). This characteristic impacted upon the political culture in 
which the practice pattern become the dominant political culture and the 
institutional  pattern turned into a secondary political culture as a result of the 
DWWHPSWVWRVKDSHSROLWLFDOSDUWLFLSDWLRQE\UHJXODWLQJPHPEHUV¶FRQGXFW 
 
Chilean Context in the New Left Period 
 
The New Left period was marked by rising mobilization or hyper-mobilization 
led by unions and grassroots organizations. Two factors impacted on this 
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scenario. First, the expansion of the Chilean electorate resulted in more of the 
population taking part in political activities. Second, a high degree of 
unionisation characterised popular participation inside the Chilean institutional 
framework as a result of this electoral expansion. This was a consequence of 
political strategies driven by centre-left parties, particularly the PSCh and 
PCCh, as well as the Christian Democracy. These parties were described as 
highly ideological parties, which focused on organising the urban working 
class as well as the rural working class (Valenzuela, 1991). 
 
As noted above, the increase in the mass of voters in the general election was a 
key factor in the increase of unionisation and social mobilization.   A first 
instance of this trend was the introduction of women's suffrage for municipal 
elections in 1935, and for presidential and parliamentary elections in 1949. 
Between 1958 and 1964, there was the largest increase in female participation, 
as a result of the legal reform that expanded the electorate already mentioned.  
However, until 1970 the percentage of women enrolled was far below men 
enrolled: 69.4% and 83.8% respectively. In the 1989 elections, women 
achieved the highest historical level of participation, with enrolment of 91.9% 
RI WKRVH ZKR ZHUH ROG HQRXJK WR YRWH DQG VLQFH WKHQ ZRPHQ¶V YRWH KDV
remained constant at around 52% of electoral registration44.  In comparison to 
male voting behaviour, women did not vote overwhelmingly for leftist 
candidates in general and parliamentary elections from 1949 to 1973.  In the 
                                                          
44
      Information available at http://www.eurosur.org/FLACSO/mujeres/chile/part-1.htm[ 14 
April 2013] 
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parliamentary elections of 1965, 1969 and 1973, the average of women who 
voted for left candidates was 34.3%  while women who supported candidates 
from the Christian democracy was 37.2% and  from the right wing was 19.6% 
(Salazar and Pinto, 2002b:186).  In presidential elections, women's electoral 
behaviour was similar. Mostly, men supported Salvador AllendH¶VFDQGLGDF\LQ
1964 and 1970, while women divided their votes among the candidates 
supported by the right wing and by the Christian Democracy respectively. 
Thus, women`s voting behaviour was more conservative. This issue was 
reflected within party relations where the community of equals was rather 
gendered. Contextual factors supported gendered behaviour within the political 
culture of the party.  
 
During this period, sometimes termed the first wave of Chilean feminism, 
women's struggles focused on gaining electoral rights, in the same way the 
international feminist movement did. It was formed mainly by middle-class 
ZRPHQ DQG ZRPHQ¶V SROLWLFDO SDUWLFLSDWLRQ FRXOG EH OLQNHG WR WKHLU
conservative background (Mooney, 2007). The second wave of the feminist 
movHPHQW LQ &KLOH VWDUWHG GXULQJ 3LQRFKHW¶V GLFWDWRUVKLS IRFXVHG RQ JHQGHU
rights and involved both middle and working class women. During both 
periods, feminist strategies were divided between feminists inside political 
parties (named políticas) and outside political parties (named autónomas). 
Autonomas and politicas succeed in winning the right to vote for women. 
However, they did not develop a feminist discourse during this period, and as I 
showed in previous pages, Chilean women were more willing to vote for 
conservative policies and men rather that to support a more liberal agenda. 
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They reproduced conservative ideas presented in Chilean society.  Internally, 
socialist politicas stated that the community of equals did not include gender 
demands. Participation within the PSCh was gendered and reinforced strong 
male leadership. Socialist politicas were not focused on gender goals but on 
working-class goals but stressed the gendered participation among the 
community of equals. Gender was not integrated into the institutional pattern, 
and it was not integrated into the practice pattern during the Socialist Renewal 
stage. Feminism and gender were not part of the politicas goals during these 
years as the followed quotation illustrates. 
³In the 70s I did not have conceptual categories for understanding gender issues. Our world 
views were much more imbued with class categories rather than gender. When I was 15 years 
old, a group from Socialist Youth went to my house to invite my brother to become a member 
of the party. They came to our home because we were children of socialist parents. I just 
wanted to be invited. They never saw me, because I think I was invisible for being a woman. I 
did not see gender issues, because I did not have those categories of analysis at that time´. 
(Carmen Andrade, Santiago) 
 
Socialist politicas reproduced the institutional pattern for political participation 
DV ZHOO DV WKH ³ILJKWLQJ RUJDQLVDWLRQ´ PHDQLQJ RI SRZHU LQWURGXFHG E\
democratic centralism, which was coherent with patriarchal forms of power. 
Thus, they also reproduced the gendered political participation found in the 
institutional pattern during the Foundation and New Left stages. Women 
identified with the institutional pattern reproduced in the same way that men 
did during those stages. This is found among narratives within women inside 
the party. Socialist politicas and narratives about exiled Chileans in the UK 
showed that the gender division was maintained by party members (Kay, 
1987). Politicas did not challenge this gender division but adapted to these 
ideas of political participation during both stages.  Autonomas were not able to 
develop a feminist party while politicas did not integrate feminist demands 
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inside political parties. The second wave of feminism incorporated a feminist 
framework in Chile, which challenged the patriarchal mainstream about gender 
relations and roles. (Chapter 4:182-195; Chapter 5:262) During the Socialist 
Renewal stage, women were more aware of gendered participation within the 
party, but they did not successfully challenge it and they tended to reproduce 
gendered type of participation presented in the practice pattern. 
 
The second factor that impacted on the expansion of electoral participation was 
the electoral law reform between 1958 and 1962 which enabled most Chileans 
to take part of political decisions.  These reforms introduced during the 
presidency of Carlos Ibanez del Campo (1958 -1964) expanded electoral 
participation and unified the voting system. Until 1925, the vote in Chile was 
restricted to the literate population and made it necessary for voters to register 
periodically to avoid disenfranchisement.  The reforms rescinded periodic 
registration, introduced compulsory voting and permanent records of voters, 
and created a unique ballot distributed by the State, which decreased the 
possibility of buying votes by political parties. By 1960, the Chilean electorate 
was 1.25 million (16% of the population), and by 1971 it was 2.84 million 
(28.3% of the population) (Valenzuela, 1991: 27). 
 
These changes in the Chilean electorate made it possible to increase 
unionisation among urban and rural working class as well as started a hyper-
mobilisation period. This hyper-mobilization was led by outcomes from both 
regional and international contexts. The cold war period and the outcomes 
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coming from the Cuban Revolution influenced the Chilean left, which turned 
towards more radical ideas for achieving State power. PSCh was willing to 
integrate the army strategy and revolutionary violence to achieve State power. 
To shift to a working class membership party and to mobilise workers became 
a key factor to succeed using both electoral and military strategy. Thus, the 
SDUW\ZDVZLOOLQJ WRVKLIW IURPLWVHOHFWRUDOSDWKDQG WRVWUHVV/HQQLVW¶ WDFWLFV
about political struggles rather than solely Marxist transformation within the 
system. A first outcome from this party shift was the new alliance with the 
PCCh. Similarly to other leftist parties in Latin America, the PSCh developed 
internal factions more willing to stress urban guerrilla alternatives. Those 
IDFWLRQV SDUWLFXODUO\ RQH OHG E\ &DUORV $OWDUPLUDQR UDGLFDOLVHG WKH SDUW\¶V
discourse from 1970 to 1973, resulting in mayor controversies between 
6DOYDGRU$OOHQGH¶V DGPLQLVWUDWLRQDQGKLV RZQSDUW\ 7KH36&KPHPEHUVKLp 
GLG QRW IRUJHW WKLV FRQMXQFWXUH DQG GXULQJ %DFKHOHW¶V QRPLQDWLRQ WKH SDUW\
stressed its internal discipline to avoid repeating those events. Political elites 
reinforced the practice pattern as political culture to secure the internal support 
for BachelHWDQG WRDYRLGUHSHDWLQJ$OOHQGH¶VH[SHULHQFH7KLV LVDn outcome 
coming from this period which is still presented in the party. 
 
From 1911 to 1953, the labour movement was divided between the anarchist  
Workers' Federation of Chile (Federacion Obrera de Chile- FOCH, 1911), and  
the Confederation of Workers of Chile (Confederacion de Trabajadores de 
Chile, 1932), linked to PCCh, PSCh and Radical Party.  In 1953 several unions 
support the creation of the Central Unica de Trabajadores (CUT), with the aim 
of organizing "all workers in the city and country, regardless of political or 
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religious views, nationality, gender and age" (Arrate and Rojas, 290). This 
union was the space where Socialists and Communists first realised their 
project for building a working class alliance. Unlike the experience of the 
Popular Front, the new alliance was defined as an exclusively working-class 
militancy, excluding the middle class constituency represented by the Radical 
Party, which wanted to maintain the exploitation of the proletariat (Casanueva 
and Fernandez 1973). 
 
While PCCh and PSCh were focused on building a working class alliance, the 
Christian Democracy initiated a mobilization process in order to unite the 
Catholic middle and working class, Catholic white collar and blue collar 
employees. This party set up the Popular Promotion Plan during 1964 to 1970, 
focusing on contesting the social base of the left parties.  The strategy of 
Christian Democracy disputed spaces of working class representation in unions 
where there was representation from left wing parties (mainly PCCh and 
PSCh) as well as through the organization of neighbourhood associations for 
both women (Mother Centres ) and men (Neighbouring Juntas) during the 
government of Eduardo Frei Montalva (1964 - 1970). 
 
The law on peasant unionization in 1967 massively promoted countryside 
unionisation. It was one of the measures of agrarian reform promoted by the 
Christian Democratic Party, and its aim was to reform the Chilean large estates 
and initiate an incipient process of land redistribution. While the Christian 
Democrats disputed popular representation with the socialists and communists 
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in the unions, both parties were unionising Chilean farmers, and disputing the 
representation of the Christian Democrats in the countryside. 
 
At the beginning of the Christian Democrat government in 1964, there were 
632 industrial unions with 142,951 members, and 1,207 craft unions with 
125,926 members. By 1970 this number had increased to 1,440 industrial 
unions with 197,651 members and 2,569 craft unions with 239,323 members 
(Valenzuela, 1991: 28). In the countryside, the total number of agricultural 
unions was 211 (42,474 members) in 1967. By November 1970 this number 
doubled to 476 and its members were 136,984 peasants (Valenzuela, 1991: 30). 
 
These changes in the Chilean political context promoted a process that not only 
increased union membership, but began to cause strains in the Chilean party 
system, radicalizing the positions of the actors as well as creating new political 
groups inclined to generate more radical changes. Similar to other political 
parties such as the Justicialista party and the Montoneros experience, 
radicalised socialist factions left the party and turned into the MIR 
(Revolutionary Left Movement).  Other factions, Elenos and Organa, stressed 
the military strategy and radical discourses within the party. Elenos were 
named because the internal support that those socialist members gave to the 
Bolivian ELN.  The Organa, was an armed faction inside the PSCh with an 
underground organisation inside regional committees. This faction showed how 
internal agency was influenced by regional guerrilla experiences because this 
faction stressed the discipline on membership in order to achieve revolutionary 
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party objectives. Thus regional discourses about urban guerrilla fighting as 
ZHOO DV H[SHULHQFHV LQ RWKHU /DWLQ $PHULFDQ FRXQWULHV LQIOXHQFHG SDUW\¶V
participation, turning its internal activity into a Marxist-Leninist party. 
 
Democratic centralism is the result of this shift stressed by Chilean context as 
well as regional and international experiences. It introduced a vertical approach 
LQSRZHU UHODWLRQV FORVHU WR0LFKHOV¶ LGHDRISDUWLHV DV ILJKWLQJRUJDQLVDWLRQV
with militarist ideas and methods. As a result ideas about discipline and 
obedience were integrated into internal participation, and authoritarianism and 
elites¶ KHJHPRQ\ LQ WKH ZD\ WKDW 0LFKHO¶V GHVFULEH LQWHUQDO SRZHU UHODWLRQV
between members and leaders. The meaning of authoritarianism and elite 
hegemony are connected to party goals, which are to achieve State power for 
radicalising the social and economic transformations needed in Chile. 
Authoritarianism and eliteV¶ hegemony are introduced because the strategic 
necessity to turn the party into a Marxist-Leninist structure. The presence of 
system of solidarity and the idea of the community of equals within the party 
moderated both meanings and shaped them for supporting membership 
obedience not to elites, but to party goals.  The system of solidarity in political 
participation was found during the New Left stage, but in terms of class 
solidarity rather than the pluralistic multi-class background. The institutional 
pattern remained as the dominant culture, but a new culture started its 
formation, the practice pattern, which will become in the dominant political 
culture in the following years. It is important to say that the idea of class 
solidarity did not include gender solidarity. Political participation continued 
gendered during these years. 
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The New Left and Democratic Centralism 
 
It is during the process of changes described above that democratic centralism 
was introduced in the PSCh. Democratic centralism was observed in the PCCh 
before the PSCh. Democratic centralism introduced a hegemonic idea about 
party membership (class membership) and about political strategy 
(revolutionary violence). It was defined as an ideological and theoretical 
proposition which had its roots in hierarchical centralism and internal 
democracy. Both concepts tried to transform the party into a class unity party 
able to carry on a proletarian dictatorship. In order to achieve this goal it was 
necessary to fight internal factionalism and to transform the party into an 
organised vanguard for guiding political changes. Hierarchical centralism 
would centralise internal party decisions. It focused on centralising political 
authority within the central structures of a party in order to guide internal and 
external decision-making. The objective was to drive all the meanings of 
political participation through the formal party organisation. In addition, 
internal democracy would reinforce the role of the party organisation because it 
would prevent the development of an internal bureaucracy in which leaders 
remained in internal positions for long periods of time. Therefore, it would 
prevent a strong leadership from staying in charge of the party organisation for 
long periods of time. Internal democracy was introduced in order to channel 
the internal participation of all party members through their representatives, 
rather than through the presence of factions (PSCh, 1967).  Democratic 
centralism established the election of all party officers, and introduced strict 
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disciplining of party members 45 . Internal elections would avoid the PSCh 
becoming just a political apparatus. It was created to fight anarchist tendencies, 
and to combat strong leadership, both of which were said to debilitate party 
activity.  It tried to homogenise the spaces of political participation and to drive 
all party life according to the structure of formal political organisation. It 
introduced a vertical approach to political participation connected to a militarist 
approach that would enable the winning of state power. 
 
Democratic centralism focused on the political education of cadres, and the 
development of their political conscience. This doctrine implies the selection 
and education of party cadres, membership for the people who show their 
characteristics as campaigners for social justice, and permanent education for 
all party members 46 .  This political approach established the PSCh as an 
organisation of disciplined cadres similar to the PCCh.  It tried to define the 
PSCh as a scientific organisation with clear rules for day to day political 
practices (Jobet, 1987b). Therefore, democratic centralism defined the type of 
membership, the rights and duties of party members, and guided the behaviour 
of party members in private and in public47. In addition, the political approach 
                                                          
45'LVFLSOLQHZDVGHILQHGDV³WKHFRQVFLRXVGLVSRVLWLRQWRREH\WKHZLOORIWKHPDMRULW\´-REHW
1987b; 224). 
 
46
     'HPRFUDWLFFHQWUDOLVPDOVRGHILQHGPHPEHUV¶DWWLWXGHVDVIROORZVWREHFULWLFDODQGVHOI-
critical about party activity, and to develop a collective awareness through collective activity 
and political education. 
 
47
        For example, 1967 party statutes define punishments for alcoholism of party members. 
 
 
169 
 
 
 
determined the way in which daily political activity developed within cells, 
sectional committees, and regional committees. Democratic centralism ensured 
the role of the central committee as the main decision-making body of the 
PSCh over a period of two national congresses (PSCh, 1967). The central 
committee was the organLVDWLRQ ZKLFK ZRXOG GHWHUPLQH WKH SDUW\¶V LQWHUQDO
activity and external conduct. This structural position reinforced the central 
committee as the main body inside the party administration for ensuring 
internal democracy (See figure 11). The central committee became the main 
body for fighting personalismos and factions, and for encouraging collective 
SDUWLFLSDWLRQ LQ WKH SDUW\¶V GHFLVLRQ-making. But it did not prevent party 
factions from developing. In contrast, factions introduced their members onto 
the central committee as a way in which to represent themselves in the most 
important internal structure of the party. Authoritarianism and elite hegemony 
were integrating as meanings for assuring membership obedience to party 
goals. Those meanings were not part of the dominant political culture and its 
LGHDVRISOXUDOLVPGHPRFUDF\DQGOLEHUWDULDQLVP$XWKRULWDULDQLVPDQGHOLWHV¶
KHJHPRQ\ ZHUH QHZ PHDQLQJV IRU SROLWLFDO SDUWLFLSDWLRQ VKDSLQJ WKH SDUW\¶V
agency into a militaristic type of participation that the party disagreed during 
the Foundation stage. These meanings were the base for the formation of a new 
political culture, the practice pattern.  
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Figure 11 PSCh structure between 1967 and 1973. Source: Pollack and Rosenkranz 1986:Pp 31 
 
The introduction of democratic centralism was linked to the radicalization of 
the left in Latin America because of the Cuban Revolution. This radicalization 
was also present in the Chilean social movement through the development of 
radical groups which supported a military seizure of power (e.g. MIR), and it 
LPSDFWHG XSRQ WKH 36&K¶V LQVWLWXWLRQDO GHYHORSPHQW 7KH LQWURGXFWLRQ RI
democratic centralism affected membership-leadership relations. In terms of 
the composition of the membership, the PSCh kept part of its multi-class 
composition as a reflection of the composition of the Chilean left in the 1960s, 
but it strengthened its working-class component. Since its unification in 1956, 
and especially after the 1967 statute reformation, the PSCh focused on 
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expanding its working-class membership48. As a result, democratic centralism 
FKDOOHQJHGWKH36&K¶VSOXUDOLVPRISROLWLFDOSDUWLFLSDWLRQGXHWRWKHIDFWWKDWLW
tried to homogenise the social background of its membership.  The PSCh 
defined itself as a working-class party and it promoted membership-leadership 
relations based on the Leninist idea of revolutionary leadership (PSCh, 1967: 
68). Therefore, it swung towards a more leftist political stance. The inclusion 
of democratic centralism inside the PSCh was relevant to its move towards 
revolutionary violence. It helped to define the party as the political vanguard 
able to guide radical changes. These changes would be achieved by military 
strategy. This strategy stressed that an elite was required to drive those changes 
as well as disFLSOLQHDPRQJPHPEHUV7KHUROHRISDUW\¶VHOLWHDVWKHUHTXLUHG
YDQJXDUGDGGHGHOLWHV¶KHJHPRQ\RQGHFLVLRQPDNLQJ'XULQJWKLVVWDJHHOLWHV¶
hegemony was conceptualised as the required political vanguard, which was 
coherent with the presence of system of solidarity and collective identification 
ZLWK SDUW\¶V JRDOV 7KH UROH RI WKLV YDQJXDUG ZDV WR DFKLHYH WKRVH FROOHFWLYH
goals rather than individual ones. This particular meaning shifted into more 
individualised goals when the system of interest was reinforced in the followed 
stage. 
 
The described new meanings challenged the PSCh's libertarian theoretical 
perspective, due to the fact that it homogenised its political approach under 
GHPRFUDWLF FHQWUDOLVP 7KHUHIRUH LW LPSDFWHG XSRQ WKH SDUW\¶V GHILQLWLRQ Rf 
                                                          
48
  Membership figures were completely different compared to those from parW\¶V
foundation: 70% of the members were, by this stage, working-class members, whereas 30% 
were middle-class (Pollack and Rosenkranz, 1986,10-48). 
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participation as democratic, pluralistic and libertarian because the party moved 
into a one model of the party, the revolutionary party, where the transformative 
goals were changed by the revolutionary transformations changes made by 
working class membership. Thus the community of equals which integrated 
different theoretical background and social classes was radically changed, and 
SDUWLFLSDWLRQ PRYHG LQWR REHGLHQFH DQG GLVFLSOLQH JXLGHG E\ WKH SDUW\¶V
vanguard. Obedience and discipline shaped authoritarianism as meaning for 
participation, and political vanguard integrated elites hegemony on decision 
making in the party.  
 
The introduction of democratic centralism in the PSCh occurred at the same 
time that the PSCh established connections with the PCCh inside the national 
unified trade union, the Workers' United Centre [Central Nacional de 
Trabajadores]. The connections developed between the two parties allowed the 
foundation of the FRAP (Front for Popular Action)49 in 1957 to contest the 
presidential elections. The FRAP was defined as the social basis of a new 
political and economic regime inspired by the aspirations of the working class, 
DQG IRFXVHG RQ WKH FRXQWU\¶V HPDQFLSDWLRQ LQGXVWULDO GHYHORSPHQW WKH
elimination of pre-capitalist forms of agrarian exploitation; the improvement of 
democratic institutions; and the planning of a productive system based on 
collective interests (Jobet, 1987b).  The FRAP alliance joined together white-
collar and blue-collar Marxists in a political strategy dominated by urban and 
                                                          
49
  7KH EDVLV IRU )5$3 ZDV HVWDEOLVKHG LQ  E\ WKH 363 WKURXJK WKH ³)URQW IRU
3RSXODU$FWLRQ´  [Frente de Accion Popular]  WRSXUVXHWKHVWUDWHJ\RIWKH:RUNHUV¶)URQW7KH
presidential candidate was Salvador Allende, one of the PSCh leaders. He became president of 
Chile in 1970, the fourth time he ran for the presidency. 
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rural workers, which excluded the upper and middle classes (Drake, 1993). In 
contrast to the Popular Front, this political alliance was a class-based alliance, 
without a multi-class background. 
 
7KH36&KWRRNLQWRDFFRXQW0DR¶VVWUDWHJ\IRUUHYROXWLRn (electoral or military 
strategies), whereas the PCCh focused on the electoral strategy. The support of 
the PSCh for military and electoral strategies came from its vision of the 
working class as a guide to revolutionary changes, and it aimed for the 
establishment of a proletarian dictatorship. The PSCh did not choose openly 
between the electoral strategy and the military strategy due to the fact that the 
PCCh was more willing to accept the electoral strategy. However, implicitly, 
the party suggested the mLOLWDU\ VWUDWHJ\ ZKHQ LW YDOLGDWHG ³DOO PHWKRGV DQG
PHDQVUHTXLUHGE\UHYROXWLRQDU\VWUXJJOHV´&DVDQXHYDDQG)HUQDQGH]
219). This position became explicit at the Chillan Congress of 1967. The 
Congress established that revolutionary violence was inevitable and legitimate 
due to the repressive character of the state; thus, revolutionary violence was the 
only way for the proletarian class to achieve political power. This Congress 
was pivotal as a new generation of revolutionary leaders; young men took 
control of the central committee and the older generation and those associated 
with the democratic route to socialism were displaced. Both generations shared 
same system of solidarity and collective identification with party goals, but the 
strategies used for achieving these goals differed completely each other. 
Additionally, both generations stressed meanings of participation. While the 
generation of the Foundation stage represented the institutional pattern, the 
generation of the New Left identified itself with new meanings about 
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DXWKRULWDULDQLVP DQG HOLWHV¶ KHJHPRQ\ RQ GHFLVLRQ PDNLQJ ZKLFK IRUPHG
practice pattern later on.   
 
 
7KHVH JHQHUDWLRQDO FODVKHV ZHUH IRXQG GXULQJ 6DOYDGRU $OOHQGH¶V
administration when the party considered both strategies to achieve power. 
Although revolutionary violence was accepted by the PSCh, the party 
supported Popular Unity [UP]50  and the Chilean Path to Socialism during 
6DOYDGRU$OOHQGH¶VFDQGLGDF\LQ7KLVVWUDWHJ\ZDVHOHFWRUDOUDWKHU WKDQ
military. However, the PSCh kept and deepened the concept of revolutionary 
violence due to the fact that it believed that the Chilean left must confront the 
ERXUJHRLV UHDFWLRQ WR$OOHQGH¶V WULXPSK'XULQJ$OOHQGH¶VDGPLQLVWUDWLRQ WKH
doctrine of democratic centralism governed party conduct. The objective was 
to turn the PSCh into a political vanguard. This perspective was supported by 
Carlos Altamirano, the general secretary of the Party elected in 1971, who 
represented the new generation which stressed new meanings of power coming 
from democratic centralism. Altamirano led a faction that increased its 
influence inside the party, in spite of members and leaders who supported 
$OOHQGH¶VPRGHUDWHYLVLRQZKRUHSUHVHQWHGWKHWUDGLWLRQDOLQVWLWXWLRQDOSDWWHUQ
This faction expressed New Left ideals based on the use of revolutionary 
violence to achieve radical changes in Chile. New Left ideals dominated the 
36&K IURP  DQG VR WHQVLRQV EHWZHHQ $OOHQGH¶V DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ DQG WKH
                                                          
50
  The UP succeeded the FRAP coalition and it was based on the same political parties 
(PSCh, PCCh, Radical Party), and on new left-wing parties formed during the 1960s: MAPU 
[Movimiento de Accion Popular Unitario] , a political group splintered from the Christian 
Democracy Party, and the Christian Left (since 1971). Another member of the UP was the 
Social Democratic Party. 
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PCCh, supporters of the electoral alternative, increased. These tensions 
continued during the Allende administration until 11th September 1973. Those 
tensions originated in two sets of meanings about power and participation 
integrated to the party. One was the dominant political culture, the institutional 
pattern and iW ZDV IRXQG LQ $OOHQGH¶V YLVLRQ 7KH RWKHU set off meanings 
UHSUHVHQWHGWKHDXWKRULWDULDQLVPDQGHOLWHV¶KHJHPRQ\RQGHFLVLRQPDNLQJDQG
LW ZDV IRXQG LQ $OWDPLUDQR¶V GLVFRXUVH %RWK PHDQLQJV FRQFHSWXDOLVHG WKH
practice pattern during the Socialist Renewal stage. One outcome of this 
WHQVLRQ ZDV WKH SDUW\¶V GLYLVLRQ LQ  7KLV GLYLVLRQ HYLGHQFHG WKDW WKH
institutional pattern was not the dominant culture at this point, but it was 
stressed because the other set of meanings about power was introduced during 
the New Left stage. When the party broke up in two groups, the new set of 
meanings originates another political culture, the practice pattern, which 
FKDUDFWHULVHHOLWHV¶EHKDYLRXU 
 
 
The new meanings integrated during this stage impacted upon the relationship 
between members and leaders because it was defined by discipline of the 
PHPEHUVKLS LQ REHGLHQFH WR WKH SDUW\ RIILFHUV¶ GHFLVLRQV DQG LW LPSDFWHG
negatively upon the ideas of democratic and tolerant political participation. 
Discipline and obedience to the party became the two main aspects of political 
participation, turning the party into a more militaristic organisation.  These 
WUHQGV FRXOG EH OLQNHG WR DXWKRULWDULDQLVP DQG HOLWHV¶ KHJHPRQ\ RQ GHFLVLRQ
making due to the fact that party officers focused on ensuring obedience to 
party decisions. The described characteristics impacted upon political 
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participation in the party. Democratic centralism introduced a new collective 
meaning in the discourse on membership, in which the main issue was the 
obedience of the party member to the party organisation rather than the 
individual liberties of members. Those meanings become part of the PSCh 
political culture, contributing to the formation of the practice pattern. As I 
previously stated, the system of solidarity was still found during the New Left 
stage, and the collective identification with party goals remained strong.  It was 
during the Socialist Renewal stage where the previous system is replaced by 
the system of interest, and collective identification was replaced by individual 
goals. Both system of political participation showed gendered power relations, 
what is found through the historical evolution of the party. 
 
 
In sum, the New Left period was the result of the introduction of democratic 
centralism witKLQ WKH 36&K¶V LQVWLWXWLRQDO PRGHO 7KLV SHUVSHFWLYH LPSDFWHG
upon political participation because it introduced discipline and control in order 
to homogenize the conduct of the party. It introduced discipline as meaning for 
political participation and conWURORYHUPHPEHUV¶DFWLYLWLHVUHGHILQHGSROLWLFDO
participation from a militarist point of view, and replaced the party's multi-class 
background and related pluralism with a working-class approach. However, the 
system of solidarity remained the dominant system during the New Left period, 
based on collective identification from a class background perspective. The 
system of interest was not stressed during the described period. The practice 
pattern with its authoritarian, hegemonic and individualised logics is embedded 
in the party at this point but democratic centralism presented collective 
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solidarities that counteracted those meanings. Additionally, the balance 
between the system of solidarity and the system of interest within elites 
prevented that those meaning re-framed the dominant political culture. As a 
result, the institutional pattern still was the dominant political culture during 
those years. When contextual changes broke this balance, the embedded 
meanings turned into a clear political culture which became the dominant 
culture during the Socialist Renewal stage.  
 
Two stages were discussed over this chapter. First, the Foundation stage 
characterised participation and power as libertarian, pluralistic and democratic 
because the presence of system of solidarity and collective identification with 
party goals, defining participation through the idea of community of equals. 
Those meanings conceptualised the institutional pattern of the political culture, 
which was the dominant culture of the party. The contextual changes in the 
Chilean society which introduced new actors (working and middle classes) 
supported the development of this pattern which was found among base 
membership. The following stage, the New Left, introduced authoritarianism 
and elites hegemony as meaning for power relations, which conceptualised a 
new political culture during the last stage, Socialist Renewal. The chapter 
showed that those patterns were formed because the influence of context within 
SDUW\¶V KLVWRULFDO HYROXWLRQ  $OVR WKH Fhapter showed that the presence of a 
system of interest among leadership but in balance with the system of solidarity 
allowed the formation of a new political culture, the practice pattern, which it 
has been embedded in the PSCh since the New Left. Changes within the 
context turned into the dominant culture of the party during the recent years. 
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7KXV WKLV FKDSWHU KDYH 'XYHUJHUV¶ GLDFKURQLF HYROXWLRQ RI SROLWLFDO SDUWLHV
identified the way in which participation and power relations are conducted, 
but how historical momentums have shaped those power relations and stressed 
the systems of participation, creating and reinforcing new political cultures. 
Those cultures are found among members and leaders, and the generations that 
they belong. This two stages showed how those political cultures were 
FRQFHSWXDOLVHG EHFDXVH SDUW\¶V LQVWLWXWLRQDO GHYHORSPHQW 7KH IROORZLQJ
chapter analyses the last of the three stages, Socialist Renewal.  
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Chapter 4 
The influence of the Socialist Renewal period on the 
ǯ 
 
7KLV FKDSWHU FRPSOHWHV WKH ILUVW OHYHO RI DQDO\VLV RI WKH 36&K¶V SROLWLFDO
cultures, institutional development. It centres on the final stage, the Socialist 
5HQHZDODQGLWVLQIOXHQFHRQWKH36&K¶VSROLWLFDOFXOWXUH This stage takes into 
account both meanings of power relations introduced by democratic centralism, 
authoritarianism and eliteV¶ hegemony in decision making for conceptualising 
the new political culture, the practice pattern. During this stage, the system of 
solidarity is replaced by the system of interest because of contextual changes. 
Particularly its base membership was weakened by labour reforms and the 
political elite detached itself from their bases during the dictatorship and the 
transition process. As a result, the balance between the two systems, the system 
RI VROLGDULW\ DQG WKH V\VWHP RI LQWHUHVW ZDV EURNHQ PRYLQJ WKH SDUW\¶V
participation completely towards individual goals and the system of interest. 
This new system of participation redefines authoritarianism and elite 
hegemony under individual goals rather than to achieve the party`s 
revolutionary transformations. Those individual goals were found among party 
elites, focusing on the concentration of power. As a result, co-optation was 
added to this new political culture. Since the 1990s, the practice pattern became 
the dominant culture, replacing the institutional pattern which became a 
secondary political culture. This secondary political culture frame base 
membership participation within formal structures.  
 
The Socialist Renewal is the most recent stage identified in the institutional 
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development of the PSCh. This stage began with the second party division in 
1979 and lasted until the 2005 National Congress. In this Congress, factions 
reorganised internally LQRUGHUWRVXSSRUW0LFKHOOH%DFKHOHW¶VQRPLQDWLRQ7KH
result was a new majority which has homogenised party conduct since 2005. 
Three main aspects marked the development of the PSCh political culture 
during these years due to changes in the Chilean context. The socioeconomic 
bases of the party was reorganised in conformity with the neoliberal project 
that had altered social and economic relations within Chilean society. This 
reorganisation disarticulated collective labour relations and reinforced 
individual spaces for negotiation within labour relations. Collective negotiation 
within labour relations was replaced by individual labour relations within the 
market (Taylor, 2006). The community of equals was de-structured because the 
base membership was targeted and weakened by new labour reforms. Thus the 
system of solidarity presented among the base membership and its meaning of 
pluralism in class background were deconstructed as well as the ideas of class 
solidarity and collective goals presented in that system. Those changes broke 
the balance between the system of solidarity and the system of interest, 
replacing the system of solidarity and its institutional pattern by the system of 
interest and the practice pattern.  
 
This issue was reinforced by the institutional framework inaugurated by the 
Pinochet dictatorship. The previous institutional framework was changed by 
the 1980 Constitution which concentrated power in the Executive branch, and 
replaced the D'Hondt proportional electoral system with a binomial electoral 
system.  This system favoured strong leadership for Congress candidacies. 
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Additionally, the transition process favoured elite negotiation, and deepened 
the gentrification on decision-making inside the Chilean political elite.  This 
issue reinforced the system of interest found among leadership deepening the 
division between leaders and members due to the fact that the membership 
identified with the institutional patter while the leadership identified with the 
new political culture, the practice pattern. However, the weakened base 
membership was not able to strengthen the institutional pattern as dominant 
culture, allowing leadership to stress the practice pattern for establishing power 
relations. Finally, political activity was suppressed during the dictatorship, and 
activists of trade unions and political parties as well as militant left parties were 
SHUVHFXWHGDQGNLOOHG0RVWRI WKHSROLWLFDOSDUWLHV¶DFWLYLW\GXULQJ3LQRFKHW¶V
regimen was carried on underground by small cells. I claim that this scenario 
deepened factionalism in the long term. As a result, the system of interest was 
reinforced by these changes, due to the structural weakening of collective 
identification with unions and parties as a consequence of economic reforms 
and political persecution. Power relations became an unequal distribution of 
incentive setting by the market rather than the Chilean State, which allowed 
political elite hegemony as Michels described, through authoritarianism and 
co-optation. As a result, the practice pattern was stressed in PSCh internal 
agency, turning into the dominant political culture while the institutional 
pattern became a secondary culture.  Solidarities and the community of equals 
presented during Foundation and New Left stages were replaced by the 
individual goals embedded in the liberal ideas that Socialist Renewal 
introduced to the PSCh, in the same way that other leftist parties shifted 
towards the Third Way due to Neoliberal reforms in the 1980s and 1990s. Thus 
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more individualised power relations were formed within the new practice 
pattern, which was deepened by leadership within factions.  
 
dŚĞWŝŶŽĐŚĞƚ ?Ɛdictatorship and its influence on the PSCh  
 
As was previously suggested, three main elements from the Chilean context 
impacted on the PSCh's institutional development. Firstly, neoliberal reforms 
introduced by the Pinochet dictatorship de-structured collective labour 
relations; secondly, a new institutional framework shaped by 1980 Constitution 
and the transition process deepened gentrification in decision making; and 
thirdly, suppressed political activity in political parties and trade unions 
impacted on the forms that political participation was conducted. These 
changes influenced the membership and leadership in different ways. While the 
membership which mainly remained in Chile were the main target of the new 
labour reforms and political persecution, the leadership in exile centred on 
developing political strategies for fighting the dictatorship abroad. This issue 
influenced also the way in which the political cultures were stressed. While the 
base membership kept the institutional pattern for uniting themselves during 
the political persecution, leadership formed during the New Left period 
conceptualised their relations within the base in Chile using the set of meanings 
introduced by democratic centralism. As a result, base membership and 
leadership were separated by two political cultures. Socialist base members 
were connected to the institutional pattern and socialist elites were linked to set 
of meanings coming from democratic centralism. During this stage, those 
meanings turned into the second political culture identified in this research, 
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practice pattern.  
 
The social, economic and political reforms under the Augusto Pinochet 
dictatorship (1973-1990) could be defined as a part of the re-foundation project 
carried out by the military and their right-wing supporters. From an economic 
point of view, the project introduced neoliberal reforms driven by the Chicago 
Boys, a group of Chilean economists who studied at the University of Chicago 
in the 1960s. This economic plan implemented free-market reforms for 
national development which included privatising part of the economy, and 
UHGHILQHGWKHUROHRIWKH6WDWHDVWKH³DJHQWRIWKHFRPPRQEHQHILW´'H&DVWUR
1992, 60) 51 . Over the dictatorship period, neoliberal policies reorganized 
&KLOHDQVRFLHW\GXHWRWKHIDFWWKDW3LQRFKHW¶VSROLWLFDOSURMHFWLPSDFWHGXSRQ
organised labour, restructuring labour's relations with Chilean capital (Roberts, 
1998; Motta, 2008). The reforms meant that the role of the state was redefined 
by the establishment of the market as the central mechanism of social 
representation and the main promoter of the organization of economic 
resources within society (Lechner, 1998; Porter, 2007).  Part of the Neoliberal 
reforms was the Plan Laboral introduced in 1979. These reforms altered the 
forms of collective association, deconstructing unions and associations, which 
traditionally had been the basis of leftist parties in Chile and the support for 
GHYHORSLQJ 3L]]RUQR¶V LGHD RI FRPPXQLW\ RI HTXDOV DQG V\VWHP RI VROLGDULW\  
The Plan focused on disciplining the working class within the new economic 
                                                          
51
  The changes implemented through the neoliberal revolution in the 1980s impacted 
upon the ways in which social and political relations were organized.  A plan was developed to 
introduce an economic model based on a decentralised economy in order to make good use of 
WKHDGYDQWDJHVRIIHUHGE\DPDUNHWV\VWHP7KHUHIRUH LWZDVDOVRQHFHVVDU\³WRH[WHQGEDVHV
and mechanisms for participation not just in relation to the process of production, but in other 
DUHDVVXFKDVWKRVHOLQNHGZLWKVRFLDOFXOWXUDODQGZHOIDUHGHYHORSPHQW´'H&DVWUR 
 
184 
 
 
 
and social model that was introduced by the military dictatorship (Win, 2004). 
In particular, the neoliberal project involved a profound transformation in the 
relationship between state and society, given the limited individual and 
collective action frameworks established by rational market forces (Taylor, 
2006: 41). The market replaced the State in social and political integration, and 
individuals organised their economic life centred on the market. This context 
encouraged the de-linking of the identification of citizens from the political 
system and from the construction of collective identities, stressing instead a 
system of interest based on individual incentives. Therefore, individuals did not 
develop connections to identify themselves with democratic institutions 
because these institutions did not have a clear political content, resulting in it 
being impossible to develop political identities linked to such institutions 
(Lechner, 1998). The Concertación administration deepened the rupture 
between democratic institutions and social movements due to the fact that it did 
not re-politicize them but it kept the main neoliberal frame embedded in those 
institutions, and promoted social de-mobilisation to ensure political stability 
during the transition process.  The community of equals was replaced by 
individualised power relations, reinforcing the individual goals found in the 
system of interest. These power relations were not connected to ideas of 
democracy, pluralism or libertarianism found in the institutional pattern. They 
represented more individualised ideas about political participation which 
turned the meanings of authoritarianism and eliteV¶ hegemony in decision 
making into meanings used by elites for assuring their power positions. Thus 
those meanings were not directed towards SDUW\¶V UHYROXWLRQDU\ JRDOV EXW WR
assuring elite power within factions and the party organisation.  
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All the changes introduced by Plan Laboral, and their effects of depoliticizing 
and weakening Chilean social organizations, affected the action of the social 
base in the PSCh. Thus, collective bargaining spaces were limited to individual 
relationships arising in the market, which restricted the power of the working 
class to negotiate improvements in their relations with their employers (Taylor, 
2006: 67). These transformations redefined the role of the State and political 
space, which reconstituted itself as apolitical and technocratic, focusing on the 
participation of experts in decision making, who would respond to economic 
events and institutionalize markets as spaces for social interaction instead of 
the State (Taylor, 2006; Harvey, 2005). These changes affected frameworks for 
internal participation inside the PSCh, particularly how power relations are 
defined inside it. The deconstructed base membership was not able to 
strengthen the institutional pattern, keeping these meanings to preserve their 
internal identity against the dictatorship rather than to reinforce them as a 
dominant political culture. Party leaders articulated themselves using the ideas 
of expert elites and stressing their relations with base membership based on 
their position as  professional politicians rather than based on their position as 
UHSUHVHQWDWLYHV RI WKH SDUW\ PHPEHUVKLS LQ WKH ZD\ WKDW SDUW\¶ RIILFHrs did 
before 1973. Therefore, elites gradually abandoned the institutional pattern and 
conceptualised the practice pattern to assure membership obedience to their 
strategies against the Pinochet dictatorship.  Similarly to individualised market 
relations, individualised power relations are transferred to the ways in which 
political participation structure within the party through a system of interest. 
Moreover, since 1990s, party elites have increased their influence, with 
Concertación elites becoming experts inside its governments within the 
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framework established by the neoliberal state. As a result, elite hegemony was 
reinforced inside the party. These contextual elements impacted on power 
relations in the Socialist Party. The described breakdown of industrial relations 
within the political space weakened the PSCh membership, which became 
highly individualised. This relationship shifted from solidarity systems to 
systems of interest, with a predominance of individual goals as argued by 
Pizzorno, and selective incentives between members and leaders. The 
weakening of the PSCh membership and the prominence of elites and their 
leaders in the decision-making process strengthened the role of factions, 
making them legitimate spaces for both membership and leadership. These 
elements weakened the party structure and caused gentrification in internal 
decisions, which generated hegemony of the elites of the party factions in 
internal decisions. These characteristics allowed the practice pattern to become 
the dominant pattern because there was not a community of equals able to 
support the system of solidarity and the institutional pattern. Thus the practice 
pattern was reinforced and turned into the dominant political culture. 
 
 
Secondly, a new institutional framework was introduced by the military 
regime, marked by the displacement and banning of political parties until 1983. 
Before the 1973 military coup, the competition between Chilean parties was 
central to the organization and representation of political and social actors 
(Hagopian, 1993). However, the Pinochet dictatorship changed the bases for 
political association, participation and the institutional framework for political 
competition because it removed the influence of political parties in political life 
(Angell, 2007).  Pinochet´s regime introduced a new Political Constitution with 
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a strong presidency (the 1980 Constitution) and replaced the old electoral 
system with a new binomial system which forced the reorganization of Chilean 
political party alliances into two main political alliances in order to gain 
electoral support for electing their candidates52.This new electoral framework 
reinforced strong leaderships inside parties because it tends to favour 
charismatic leaders who could be elected. This condition inside the electoral 
system acts as a barrier for new candidates and other actors such as women to 
be elected, and reinforces strong leadership inside the political parties able to 
win electoral support, consolidating the leadership as a political elite within 
their parties. Inside the PSCh, the new electoral framework reinforced the role 
of the socialist elite inside the decision making of the party, and hegemonised 
and centralised its decision-making.  These characteristics contributed to a 
strengthened practice pattern. 
 
 
The political transition also reinforces the role of political elites inside political 
parties, deepening the power of personalismos and the system of interest inside 
the party. The pacted transition between the Pinochet dictatorship and the 
political elite of the Concertación reinforced the role of the political elite and 
their leadership as key to achieving political consensus. This consensus assured 
                                                          
52
         This electoral system had various effects. For the presidency, it is easy to understand it: 
the candidate who has more than 50% of votes is elected; in contrast, if all candidates obtain 
lesser this percentage, the election must be decided through a run-off ballot.  Nevertheless, in 
the case of Parliament elections, two members must be elected per constituency and each voter 
can vote for only one. This system encouraged parties to form alliances and to present lists 
with two candidates per electoral district. If a party alliance obtains more than twice the 
support of the second most voted list in this district, it wins both seats; in contrast, if this list 
gains less than twice the support of the second list, the second list takes one of the seats in this 
district.  This system encourages a bipartisan system and the over-representation of the second 
most popular list. 
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that the broken balance between the system of solidarity of the base 
membership and the system of interest of the leadership were maintained and 
GHHSHQHGIDYRXULQJHOLWHV¶SRVLWLRQDVWKHGRPLQDQWJURXSZLWKLQWKHSDUW\DQG 
the practice pattern as dominant culture.   The so-called "Democracy of 
Agreements", during the government of Patricio Aylwin, inaugurated a period 
in which political elites dominated decision-making inside the administration 
as well as inside political parties in the same way that the transition was 
organised previously. This type of political conduct had an impact inside the 
PSCh. This reinforced the changes in the base of the party as a result of 
neoliberal reform, due to which the forms of collective participation turned into 
a more individualised type of political identification and incentives, as 
Pizzorno and Panebianco suggested. This scenario facilitated a process through 
which political elites hegemonised decision-making inside the PSCh, 
consolidating their position as technocratic elite inside the party and in other 
political spaces such as the National Congress and the public administration. 
Consequently, these technocratic elites were able to assure their hegemony in 
the main spaces in which decision making is taking place in the new Chilean 
democracy. Thus, political decisions became hegemonised by the political elite, 
and there is marked gentrification in decision-making. Therefore, political 
activity changed from being a type of collective, organised participation to a 
style of participation which is more factionalised and centred on strong 
leadership, strengthening the role of political elites inside the party. This issue 
marked a gentrification in decision-making as a result of the weakening of the 
party membership and the development of an oligarchy tendency in decision-
making. The previous stages were based on collective meanings of political 
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participation expressed by the membership within power relations connected to 
the institutional pattern. The Socialist Renewal period altered this situation due 
to the fact that power relations were no longer understood through collective 
goals but from the perspective of individual goals. This idea was reinforced by 
changes in the relationship between members and leaders, focused on the 
selective incentives which members could get from leaders. Thus the practice 
pattern is reinforced and turned into dominant political culture. The collective 
meaning of membership as a community of equals present in the previous 
stages was replaced by individual meanings of political participation. 
Participation lost its collective meaning to settle on individual connections 
between members within the party organisation, based on the type of incentives 
that members could get from leaders.  
 
 
The neoliberal socio-economic model introduced by the Pinochet dictatorship 
was implemented by the use of State terrorism as state policy, as well as by 
banning all political activity. This is the third element which impacted on the 
institutional development of the party.  This policy of terror focused on the 
elimination of any type of opposition to the regime and its policies, which 
impacted upon political parties as organizations.  As I previously described, 
neoliberal transformations aIIHFWHGSDUWLHV¶ LQWHUQDOSROLWLFDO LGHQWLWLHVWKURXJK
labour reorganisation, affecting the social bases of the leftist parties. In addition 
to these changes, the institutional development of the party was also affecting 
by the new institutional framework inaugurated by Pinochet dictatorship and 
deepened by the political transition.  I claimed that both aspect impacted 
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membership and leadership of the PSCh, weakened and individualised the 
membership, and strengthened the leadership through the formation of a 
hegemonic political elite. This third aspect contributed to the weakening of the 
party organisation due to the fact that most of the PSCh's political activity was 
highly fragmented by the individualisation of party members inside and outside 
its political space. 
 
 
PSCh members were affected by political persecution and experienced 
neoliberal transformations, particularly the base membership that remained in 
Chile. Political repression and exile affected the PSCh over the course of 
3LQRFKHW¶V GLFWDWRUVKLS The PSCh and the PCCh were persecuted by the 
military junta, and their leaders were murdered, tortured and exiled. The PCCh 
was able to conduct clandestine activity much more effectively than the PSCh 
due to its experiences of clandestine organisation between 1948 and 1958. In 
contrast, the PSCh faced political persecution for the first time. It did not have 
previous experience from which to develop clandestine activity or to face 
political persecution in the same way as the PCCh. Therefore, party members 
were more heavily affected by the political repression than were PCCh 
members 53  7KH 36&K¶V QDWLRQDO VWUXFWXUH ZDV GHVWUR\HG E\ WKH UHJLPH
V
repression. Most of the socialist leaders on different committees were 
imprisoned or murdered. Several of them went to exile after spending months 
in concentrations camps or torture centres. Exile and political repression 
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  Data gathered by the National Commission for Human Rights in Chile (1991) 
determined that 2,279 people died during Pinochet dictatorship. 17.8% of them were members 
of the PSCh, while 15.5% were members of the Chilean Communist Party. 
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affected political participation inside the party.  The grassroots of the PSCh 
faced a state policy implemented to politically repress opposition to the regime. 
These events shaped the division between the base membership which 
remained in Chile and the leadership that had to go into exile. The base 
membership in Chile stressed their solidarities for fighting the dictatorship 
through the institutional pattern. They kept this pattern to preserve their 
identity as political group when the party was banned. They framed their ideas 
about participation and democracy using the institutional pattern. Thus, their 
struggles for democracy, pluralism and freedom were framed by the 
institutional pattern of political culture because it highlighted the community of 
equals and the system of solidarity. 
 
The elites in exile developed the practice pattern for establishing their power 
relations with base membership in Chile. Their position as dominant elites did 
QRWFRPHIURPLQWHUQDOHOHFWRUDOSURFHVVHVZKHUHSDUW\¶VRIILFHUVZHUHHOHFWHG, 
but from non-official congress where socialist leaders in exile congregated for 
defining strategies to face the dictatorship.  Most of the leaders remained as 
OHDGHUVEHFDXVH WKHLUSUHYLRXVVWDWXVZLWKLQ WKHSDUW\¶VRUJDQLVDWLRQDQG WKHLU
personal linkages with middle rank leaders who remained in Chile. Some 
exiled middle rank leaders or members turned into designated leaders when 
they were allowed to return to Chile in 1980s. Other main leaders clandestinely 
returned to Chile for leading those struggles during periods of time. In both 
cases, these were designated leaders rather than elected ones. As a result, they 
conceptualise their relations with bases through authoritarianism and 
hegemony on decision making. This pattern characterised turned into the 
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political culture used by leadership for securing their position as non-elected 
elites. 
 
 
Political repression divided the membership and OHDGHUVKLS¶VSROLWLFDOFXOWXUHV
because it deepened the division between both leadership and membership 
patterns of political cultures. Socialist members in Chile took part in 
professional unions, religious organisations, student unions, human rights 
groups, and shanty-town cells, stressing their activities through the institutional 
pattern. Socialists abroad worked in solidarity groups and research institutions 
such as the Instituto Chile America. Socialist elites characterise their relations 
with bases in Chile by auhoritarianism and hegemony on decision making. 
Thus, the practice pattern was conceptualised by elites. 
 
  
Socialist women played a key role in the struggle for democracy. Since women 
gained the right to vote in 1949, their political activity was divided by the 
strategic options that the women's movement adopted to achieve their goals. As 
I previously stated, women divided between politicas (members of political 
parties) and autonomas (feminists outside political structures), who challenged 
the institutional frame given by political parties for achieving their goals. 
During the first wave of feminism, women focused on the debate between 
autonomy and integration inside the traditional frame as well as double 
militancy in parties and gender movemenWDVDVWUDWHJ\IRULPSURYLQJZRPHQ¶V
participation in politics (Franceschet, 2004).  The 1973 coup and the resultant 
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dictatorship changed this scenario, pushing women to adopt a more political 
role for defending both their identities as mothers, wives and sister of political 
prisoners as well as their own position as political party members experiencing 
political repression. Similarly to other social actors, women occupied the 
political spaces left by political parties in struggling for human rights and 
democracy as well as their material life conditions, which were impacted by 
the 1982 economic crisis54.  The differences between autonomas and politicas 
were less evident, and women organised in groups such as Mench 83, 
Association of the Relatives of the Disappeared Prisoners [Agrupacion de 
Familiares Detenidos Desaparecidos]. However, class differences were present 
between middle class and working class women. Middle class women framed 
their struggles in terms of a feminist approach in order to challenge 
conservative structures reinforced by Pinochet dictatorship such as 
motherhood. However, working class women did not frame their struggles in 
terms of a feminist approach due to the fact that their demands were linked to 
economic inclusion and working conditions.  During the transition process, 
these class identity divisions were maintained as well as the traditional 
strategic differences between autonomas and politicas which reappeared with 
political parties.  Socialist women were among the politicas since the party's 
foundation. Similarly to the rest of the political parties, the PSCh was 
characterised as a male-dominated party with a strong male leadership. 
Socialist women developed leadership skills in public spaces which allowed 
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         Financial and economic crisis impacted Chile in 1982 caused by the automatic 
adjustment resulting for the first period of Neoliberal policies applied since 1973 to 1980. The 
main outcome was the increase of unemployment (30.40% by 1983). For more details see 
Eduardo SiOYD³7KHSROLWLFDOHFRQRP\RI&KLOH¶V5HJLPH7UDQVLWLRQ)URP5DGLFDO7R
3UDJPDWLF 1HR OLEHUDO 3ROLFLHV´ *DEULHO 6DOD]DU DQG -XOLR 3LQWR   +LVWRULD
Contemporanea de Chile, Volume 3, La Economia, Mercados, Empresarios y Trabajadores. 
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them to advance gender demands. They were among the leaders in shanty-town 
organisations, human rights and gender rights groups, and informal labour 
groups reorganised since 1983.  The absence of formal organisations for 
political and social activities allowed socialist women to occupy informal 
spaces for political demonstrations and rights struggles. The National 
Demonstrations initiated in 1983 gave socialist women public space in which 
to claim human and gender rights55. When political parties reappeared, socialist 
women did not challenge institutional spaces and moved their struggles for 
political participation inside the party. Socialist women did not challenge the 
dominant PSCh meanings of political participation and practices. Politicas 
adopted these patterns in their own power relations. They did not challenge 
male-dominated power and its patriarchal meaning, sharing the same ideas as 
their male counterparts.  Thus, they abandoned the opportunity to generate 
internal transformations from a feminist perspective. Women were not able to 
challenge the practice pattern of leadership and tried to reinforce the 
institutional pattern, which was more connected to feminist ideas of 
participation through pluralism and democracy. Similarly to socialist men, 
women frame their power relations with leaders through the dominant political 
culture established by them.  Conservative gendered relations were 
reintroduced when formal party organisation reappeared and were reinforced 
by the practice patter which did not allow pluralism among leaders. It rather 
reinforced strong male leadership that took part in the transition process. Thus 
                                                          
55
       3LQRFKHW¶VGLFWDWRUVKLSUHLQIRUFHGZRPHQ¶VFDUHWDNLQJUROHVWKURXJKVWDWHDJHQFLHVVXFK
as Cema-Chile. Socialist women and other female members of the opposition organized 
themselves in gender groups, which claimed gender demands, such as reproductive rights, from 
WKH 6WDWH 6RPH RI WKRVH JURXSV ZHUH 0(1&+  :RPHQ IRU /LIH DQG WKH :RPHQ¶V
Movement for Socialism. 
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women`s representation in party organisation remained no more than the 30% 
minimum required (Chapter 5:268), making it difficult for women to be elected 
WR WKH SDUW\¶V board and Central Commeette as well as to be selected as 
candidates to the National Congress  and to run for mayorships. The women 
who have become leaders frame their political relations by practice pattern. 
They do not strengthened gender solidarity among women in the party base. 
Thus, conditions for nominated a woman as presidential candidate were 
extremely difficult inside the PSCh during this stage. 
 
 
As I suggested above, changes in the Chilean context impacted on the PSCh's 
institutional development. Neoliberal reforms targeted and de-constructed 
leftist parties based in the Chilean working class. Their spaces for collective 
bargaining were replaced by individual linkages inside the rational market. The 
old political party system was replaced by the 1980 Constitution which 
strengthened the role of political elites in decision making. Finally, the political 
UHSUHVVLRQ ZHDNHQHG WKH SDUW\¶V VWUXFWXUH DQG IUDJPHQWHG SROLWLFDO DFWLYLW\
which was conducted outside traditional spaces. I would argue that together, 
these changes helped to weaken the party membership, replacing collective 
LGHQWLILFDWLRQVZLWKLQGLYLGXDOJRDOVLQ3L]]RUQR¶VXQGHUVWDQGLQJVRIV\VWHPRI
solidarity and system of interest. In addition, the role of political elites was 
bolstered by the new political system and socio-economic conditions 
embedded in the neoliberal state, which reinforce the role of technocratic 
experts, hegemonising decision making.  The influence of those factors is 
found in the last stage of institutional development of the party, the Socialist 
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Renewal. Also these conditions deepened the division between the 
PHPEHUVKLS¶V LQVWLWXWLRQDO SDWWHUQ DQG WKH V\VWHP RI VROLGDULW\ DQG WKH
OHDGHUVKLS¶VSUDFWLFHSDWWHUQDQGWKHV\VWHPRILQWHUHVW)RUXQGHUVWDQGLQJWKH
devolvement of these political cultures, the next part of the chapter examines 
the division of the PSCh in 1979 and its influence among their political 
cultures. 
 
The 1979 Division and the Socialist Renewal Stage 
 
The absence of a national structure for clandestine activity provoked internal 
division within the party. As I previously stated, the internal balance within the 
system of solidarity and system of interest was broken, moving the party into 
LWVPDMRUGLYLVLRQVLQFH([LOHH[DFHUEDWHGWKH36&K¶VLQWHUQDOGivisions 
across several groups forced abroad. Particularly, it stressed the division 
between base membership which remained in Chile and leadership which went 
into exile. The base membership was mainly grouped in one major group under 
Clodomiro Almeyda, former Foreign Minister of Salvador Allende, while some 
SDUW\OHDGHUVIRUPHGIROORZHG$OWDPLUDQR¶VOHDGHUVKLS$OWDPLUDQR¶VJURXSGLG
not have a large membership base in Chile. These factors impacted upon 
membership and leadership relations. Firstly, Altamirano and the main exiled 
OHDGHUV ZKR ZHUH LQ SDUW\¶V ERDUG E\  ZHUH FKDOOHQJHG E\ WKH EDVH
membership who remained in Chile after the coup.  Particularly the Socialist 
Youth and their leaders challenge the former party board due to the fact that 
they took over the party leadership in Chile after some leaders, such as 
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Altamirano left the country and others were imprisoned or murdered56.  Thus, 
the division within PSCh groups was not only a division among different 
political strategies. It was a division between leadership and membership. This 
event facilitated that membership and leadership stressed their political cultures 
during this division. Also clandestine membership reinforced factional 
tendencies found in the PSCh prior to 1973.  Although socialist members 
worked together in civil society organisations, they still kept their membership 
cleavages based on the socialist groups to which they belonged between 1973 
and 1990.This characteristic deepened the division found among the system of 
interest and the system of solidarity previously described.  
 
 
Two main socialist groups emerged from this division in 1979. Both groups 
developed strategies linked to its institutional development and took into 
account ideas coming from the 1947 Programme as well as the 1967 Statutes 
based on democratic centralism. The first group, headed by Carlos Altamirano, 
based on the 1947 Programme, characterised its political strategy as a multi-
class one, and focused on social transformation through electoral competition, 
as well as a political strategy of alliance with the political centre (middle-class 
parties). Altamirano rejected democratic centralism and defined the 
revolutionary character of the party in terms of the possibility of changing 
                                                          
56
   Socialist members who remained in Chile were organized by the leaders of the 
Socialist Youth in Chile until 1975. The former deputy Carlos Lorca headed the party until he 
disappeared in 1975. This attempt was followed by local leaders organising through the 
National Coordination for Regional Committees [Coordinadora Nacional de Regionales].  
They disobeyed political guidelines coming from abroad, and developed political connections 
ZLWK&ORGRPLUR$OPH\GD¶VIDFWLRQ 
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property relations57.  This approach gathered several political groups with a 
strong middle-class background who experienced exile, mainly in Western 
(XURSH $OWDPLUDQR¶V DSSURDFK ZDV UHLQIRUFHG E\ WKH SROLWLFDO H[LOH
experienced by the socialist leaders who developed Socialist Renewal. This 
group integrated ideas coming from liberalism into PSCh theoretical 
mainstream, which permitted that individualised power relations were 
strengthened by practice pattern when party was unified in 1990. 
 
The second group was linked to the 1967 Chillan Congress resolution, based 
on democratic centralism as a theoretical approach, with a mainly working-
class composition, and the definition of the PSCh party as a working-class 
party. This strategy promoted alliances with the left to confront military rule, 
and the faction's leaders experienced exile in Eastern Europe and the Soviet 
Union. This strategy was led by Clodomiro Almeyda, who was appointed as 
the new general secretary of the PSCh by half of the party in 1979.This group 
had strong base membership in Chile, which supported the institutional pattern 
and the system of solidarity. However, OHDGHU¶V relation with these members 
were closer to the practice pattern because the group framed these relations 
EDVHG RQ REHGLHQFH WR HOLWHV¶ GHFLVLRQ PDNLQJ  DQG GLVcipline for fighting 
3LQRFKHW¶VUHJLPH 
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  Regarding democratic centralism, Altamirano reinforced the anti-dogmatic position 
supported by the PSCh at its foundation. It was the same argument which led to socialist 
criticisms of the PCCh due to its dogmatism in the development of political strategies. 
$OWDPLUDQR DLPHG WR UHMHFW ³HYHU\ DWWHPSW WR WXUQ WKH SDUW\ LQWR D SROLWLFDO RUJDQL]DWLRQ IRU
assemblies or academia, as well as a certain type of sect subject to military disciplinary norms, 
DQGWRXQWKLQNLQJREHGLHQFH´$OWDPLUDQR 
 
199 
 
 
 
%RWK JURXSV GHYHORSHG VWUDWHJLHV WR ILJKW WKH GLFWDWRUVKLS $OPH\GD¶V JURXS
GHYHORSHG WKH 3HUVSHFWLYH RI ,QVXUJHQF\ VWUDWHJ\ 3, ZKLOH $OWDPLUDQR¶V
group adopted the Negotiated Rupture (NR) strategy. From 1979, these two 
main strategies adopted by Chilean socialism determined the conduct of 
socialist groups during the Pinochet dictatorship. These strategies found a 
space for political activity in the Chilean National Demonstrations 58 (1983-
1986). The National Demonstrations allowed political parties to re-emerge in 
two main collations: the Popular Democratic Movement (MDP) and 
Democratic Alliance (AD). Activists from the PSCh took part in both 
organisations. Socialist groups organised around these strategies and conducted 
their activity with a great deal of autonomy from each other. Additionally, the 
leaders responsible for these strategies increased their influence on decision-
making. Despite the base membership being closer to the system of solidarity 
and the community of equals, SDUW\¶VOHDGHUVKLSVWUHVVHGWKHSUDFWLFHSDWWHUQWR
secure the goals of their strategies.  Decisions were mostly taken by the elite 
due to the absence of formal political organisations. Therefore, connections 
between members and leaders were fragmented because membership and 
leadership supported two different political cultures. Additionally, political 
activity in Chile and abroad was conducted by small cells and groups which 
deepened those divisions among members and leaders due to the fact that a 
formal organisation was absent during those years. 
                                                          
58
  National Demonstrations were carried out between May 1983 and July 1986. The 
demonstrations were organised after the 1982 Chilean financial crisis, with the objective of 
demonstrating against the economic living conditions experienced by most Chilean workers. 
The first demonstration was organised by copper mine workers, but included other members of 
civil society such as teachers, university students, shantytown-dwellers [pobladores] and 
professionals. The National Demonstrations became national spaces for rebellious acts in 
RSSRVLWLRQWR3LQRFKHW¶VUH-foundation project. 
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 Convergencia Socialista Almeydismo 
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Perspective 
Neoliberalism+1947 
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Political Strategy Negotiated Rupture Perspective of 
Insurgency 
Name of the Group Convergencia Socialista 1983-
1986 
PSCh Nuñez (1986-1989) 
PSCh Almeyda (1983-
1989) 
Alliance Democratic Alliance Popular Democratic 
Movement (MDP) 
1111111111111111 
 
Perspective of Insurgency and Almeydismo 
 
$OPH\GD¶V IDFWLRQ GHYHORSHG WKH 3HUVSHFWLYH RI ,QVurgency (PI) strategy as 
part of the Breaking±Off Strategy [Rupturismo], which was created by MDP59 
(Popular Democratic Movement), in order to support anti-Pinochet 
demonstrations. This strategy was defined as a popular-democratic alternative, 
focusing on the establishment of an advanced democratic regime (PSCh, 
1986a&b). The objective of this strategy was the collapse of the political 
regime. The Perspective of Insurgency (PI) aimed for an uprising, rebellion or 
political armed revolt. The strategy of an uprising was adopted because it 
considered that the effective development of a political base was required. It 
                                                          
59
  MDP grouped PCCh, PSCh Almeyda and the Revolutionary Left Movement 
(Movimiento de Izquierda Revolucionaria -MIR) 
 
Figure 12 Strategies and Divisions of Chilean Socialism since 1979The  
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was named a rebellion or political armed revolt because the strategy confronted 
the State. The armed dimension was seen as a valid alternative to ensure an 
HIIHFWLYH RIIHQVLYH DJDLQVW 3LQRFKHW¶V GLFWDWRUVKLS ZKLFK ZRXOG EH DEOH WR
defeat, to break or to negate its repressive capacity (PSCh-Almeyda, 1986). 
The strategy considered both armed and unarmed insurrection. Both 
alternatives shared motivations and ideas linked to a non-violent alternative, in 
order to give cohesion to socialism as a whole. 
 
 
The PI reinforced  obedience and discipline within party members, due to the 
fact that it defined the party as the political vanguard necessary for guiding and 
centralising a popular uprising [ofensivas populares] (Carvajal, 1981: 41). 
Following the ideas and meanings about power integrated into the party by 
democratic centralism, this strategy seek to create a vanguard  that would lead  
base members in general strike characterised and popular demonstrations 
performed by the citizens. It was also suggested that there should be a guerrilla 
war, an armed fight between the vanguard and social base detachments (formed 
by workers) and forces loyal to the dictatorship (Carvajal, 1981:43).  The PI 
was based on democratic centralist ideas about political participation, 
particularly with regard to membership-leadership relations, as described in the 
previous chapters. According to this view, the PSCh had to become a 
homogeneous structure with a proletarian ideology, which also had a clear 
Marxist-Leninist approach. Therefore, the obedience and discipline of 
clandestine members was necessary in order to develop an effective armed 
struggle.   Both characteristics were important in the relationship between 
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members and leaders. This relationship was based on discipline and obedience 
in order to achieve the goals of the PI. Thus, PI stressed meanings about power 
relations found in the practice pattern rather to reinforce the institutional 
pattern found among its base membership. This was the result of leadership 
decision rather than a discussion among party bases. As a result, it did not 
reintroduce the institutional pattern as a dominant culture. On the contrary, it 
reinforced the practice pattern among leadership conduct. 
 
 
In addition, the PI strategy considered a paramilitary form of organization 
among party members. Therefore, this strategy took into account military 
training as part of its requirements for some of its members. The PI reinforced 
this military strategy inside the PSCh through the political participation of 
PSCh Almeyda members in it. Thus, clandestine political participation among 
members was focused on the development of peaceful demonstrations and 
military action at the same time. In addition, the adoption of the PI showed 
clearly that the PSCh Almeyda opted for the military strategy for defeating 
3LQRFKHW¶V GLFWDWRUVKLS DQG VWUHQJWKHQLQJ WKH IRUPV RI SROLWLFDO participation 
present in democratic centralism such as discipline and obedience to party 
decisions. Thus this political strategy did not break the gap between the system 
of solidarity and the institutional pattern found among base membership and 
the system of interest and the practice pattern among pDUW\¶ OHDGHUV ,W UDWKHU
reinforced that gap, securing the presence of two political cultures, one of 
them, the practice pattern turned into the dominant pattern imposed by elites. 
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Negotiated Rupture and the Convergencia-PSCh Nuñez 
 
 Negotiated Rupture was supported by the Democratic Alliance (AD)60, and 
$OWDPLUDQR¶VVXSSRUWHUVConvergencia Socialista61. This strategy was based on 
WKHXVHRIHOHFWRUDOFRPSHWLWLRQWRGHIHDW3LQRFKHW¶VGLFWDWRUVKLS,WVREMHFWLYH
was to restore popular sovereignty and democracy, and to build an agreement 
with the armed forces. The positive outcome of this strategy was the 
development of the capacity for the convergence of the vast majority of social 
forces against the continuation of the political regime 62  (PSCh-Nuñez 
1986a&b). To achieve this goal, it was necessary to establish political 
agreements which facilitated democracy and national reconciliation. In order to 
achieve this objective, Gandhi's strategy of non-violence was adopted, 
particularly in relation to civil disobedience63. This strategy revolved around 
the idea that tyrannical governments needed a certain type of authority to stay 
in power. If the government lost this type of power, it disintegrated. Therefore, 
the non-violent strategy focused on breaking up the basis of the authority of the 
political regime, including its opinions and beliefs. This strategy tried to 
increase popular mobilization until citizens explicitly showed they would no 
                                                          
60
  The Democratic Alliance was formed by members of the Christian Democrat Party, 
Radical Party, Social Democrats, Republican Right-wing group and Convergencia Socialista. 
 
61
  This socialist group changed its name between 1983 and 1989. It was known as 
Socialist Bloc(1983-XQGHU&DUORV%ULRQHV¶VOHDGHUVKLS36&K1XxH]-1989) when 
Ricardo Nuñez headed the group, and PSCh-Arrate (1989-1990) when Jorge Arrate did the 
same. 
 
62
  ´&DSDFLGDGGHKDFHUFRQYHUJHUODSRWHQFLDOLGDGGHOFRQIOLFWRLQVWLWXFLonal planteado 
al interior del régimen con la presión legítima de una gran mayoría social que estuviese en 
FRQWUDGHOFRQWLQXLVPR´ 
 
63
  Civil disobedience  was described as a method which would allow the development 
of necessary force to achieve the peaceful restoration of democracy (Lagos 1983, 52) 
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longer agree to continue to be ruled by the Pinochet regime (Chilean Socialist 
Manifesto, 1983). This strategy tried to reinforce popular mobilization and the 
political participation of civil society through public demonstrations against 
3LQRFKHW¶V GLFWDWRUVKLS ,W WULHG WR UHLQIRUFH VRFLDOLVW FRQQHFWLRQV ZLWK FLYLO
society through its connections with grass-roots organisations. It focused on the 
development of a militant network rather than a vast membership obedient to 
the political authority, similar to democratic centralist ideas. This network was 
based on informal organisations within civil society which drove the 
participation of its supporters. These organisations followed the guidelines 
coming from the Convergencia leaders. Like the socialist groups within 
Almeydismo, the leaders of Convergencia centralised decision-making 
regarding the struggles against the dictatorship. Thus, this socialist group also 
developed a type of leadership which centralised decision-making. Similarly to 
WKHSUHYLRXVVWUDWHJ\1HJRWLDWHG5XSWXUHUHLQIRUFLQJWKHJDSEHWZHHQOHDGHUV¶
political culture and base membership one, because it did not break the gap 
between the system of solidarity and the system of interest. As a result, the 
VWUDWHJ\ VHFXUHG WKH SUDFWLFH SDWWHUQ DV OHDGHUVKLS¶V SROLWLFDO FXOWXUH XVHG IRU
framing power relations in order to secure that the main goals of this strategy 
would be fulfilled. Additionally, the negotiated nature of this strategy 
SULYLOHJHGHOLWHV¶KHJHPRQ\ IRUGULYLQJGHFLVLRQPDNLQJDQGSRZHU UHODWLRQV
deepening the system of interest presented among socialist leaderVVLQFHSDUW\¶V
foundation.   
  
Political participation by Convergencia supporters was focused on public 
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demonstrations against the regime64, headed by socialist supporters. However, 
the Convergencia group did not have a vast grassroots base due to the fact that 
it was developed outside Chile by political elite of exiles. It was not able to 
VSUHDGZLWKLQFLYLOVRFLHW\LQWKHZD\WKDWWKH36&K$OPH\GDGLG$OPH\GD¶V
faction had a strong membership base inside Chile in comparison to the 
Convergencia. The PSCh Almeyda also showed more focused conduct as a 
political organisation, which allowed it to extend its political activities to 
universities and other social groups. By contrast, Convergencia was created by 
the socialist elite in exile so it did not have major links with grassroots 
organisations. Therefore, both strategies shaped two types of membership and 
political participation with the same objective: to defeat the Pinochet regime. 
PSCh Almeyda focused on the development of a mass party type of 
membership and participation with strong connections with the party's 
traditional grassroots and working class membership (students, shanty town 
dwellers or pobladores, and unions). Convergencia centred on the development 
of a network type of membership with connections to civil society 
organisations. It developed a network of militants who were active in middle-
class and practitioner organisations, such as professional unions and 
universities. Both political groups kept these membership models until party 
unification in 1990. As a consequence, political participation in both factions 
was constructed through individual connections that members had with the 
party organisation. The idea of collectivity present in the previous stage was 
replaced by the network type of membership, which encouraged individual 
                                                          
64
  Some methods used by the non-violent strategy were: peaceful demonstrations; 
public meetings; non-cooperation alternatives like boycotts and strikes; sit-ins; stand-in 
actions; and disobedience of the laws (Lagos 1983, 46) 
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participation rather than collective connections with the party organisation. 
This new meaning of participation was linked to liberal ideas embedded in the 
neoliberal reforms explained at the beginning of the chapter. 
 
Both strategies did not establish the institutional pattern and the system of 
solidarity was the dominant political culture. By contrast, they reinforced the 
practice pattern in two separate ways. The PSCh- Almeyda and the PI 
combined the ideas of solidarity and collectivity that democratic centralism 
tried to achieve within the party as Chapter 3 described. However, it framed 
WKHVH LGHDV WKURXJK REHGLHQFH DQG GLVFLSOLQH WR HOLWHV GHFLVLRQ DERXW SDUW\¶
strategy. As a result, the system of solidarity presented among membership was 
overridden E\WKHHOLWHV¶SDWWHUQRIFXOWXUH:KHQWKHSDUW\UH-unified in 1990 
the ideological cleavages coming from democratic centralism disintegrated, 
easily shifted to practice pattern.  In the case of PSCh-Nunez and Negotiated 
5XSWXUHWKLVVWUDWHJ\ZDVEDVHGRQHOLWHV¶KHJHPRQ\WRQHJRWLDWHWKHWUDQVLWLRQ
process towards democracy. The strategy was not focused on developing a vast 
membership or to reinforce the system of solidarity and the institutional 
pattern. As it was previously described, it stressed individual forms of 
membership and power relations, which reinforced the system of interest and 
the practice pattern when the party united in 1990. In sum, both strategies did 
not balance the system of solidarity and the system of interest in the way it was 
seem previously between base membership and strong leaders. On the contrary, 
it secured the presence of two political cultures. The institutional pattern linked 
to base membership was kept as secondary culture, while leadersKLS¶V practice 
pattern became the dominant culture.  
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Both groups conducted their clandestine activity in small cells, which occupied 
the spaces created by National Demonstrations. However, differences between 
socialist groups were obvious during those demonstrations where socialists 
appeared separately. Also, PSCh Nuñez was involved in talks between centre-
right and centre-left groups, which included Christian Democracy (DC) and 
Convergencia (later PSCh Nuñez), to promote a transition agreement based on 
the 1980 Constitution. Another aspect which impacted upon the distance 
between PSCh Nuñez and PSCh Almeyda was the connection between PSCh 
Almeyda and PCCh, who supported the military alternative as well. These 
connections weakened the coordination of work between socialist groups. Two 
events happened in 1986 that prevented socialists from working together. The 
first was the discovery of arsenals for the armed resistance against the 
dictatorship; the second was the attempt to assassinate Pinochet by the Manuel 
Rodriguez Patriotic Front [Frente Patriotico Manuel Rodriguez- FPMR], the 
armed faction organised by the PCCh in 1983. Both events weakened the MDP 
strategy. PSCh Almeyda distanced itself from the PCCh, due to the fact that the 
socialist faction claimed that the military strategy was not viable in Chile. 
Despite the MDP parties having trained party militias, the military strategy 
could not be developed because the parties were too severely affected by the 
SROLWLFDOUHSUHVVLRQFDUULHGRXWE\3LQRFKHW¶VUHJLme. In addition, this strategy 
was distant from social mobilisation organised exclusively within civil society. 
A final problem was that the divisions within the Chilean left weakened both 
the strategies developed, increasing the chances for an agreed political 
transition with the dictatorship. The PSCh Nuñez agreed to this transition with 
WKH PLOLWDU\ UHJLPH ZKLFK IDFLOLWDWHG WKH KHJHPRQ\ RI 1XxH]¶V JURXS LQVLGH
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the PSCh after 1990 (Arrate and Rojas, 2003b; Motta, 2008).   
 
The unification of the PSCh secured the practice pattern as the dominant 
culture in 1990 when both groups came together. This political culture was the 
result of political strategies which reinforced the leadership`s dominant 
position because the total absence of political organisation and formal activity. 
7KXV WKH FRQWH[WXDO FKDUDFWHULVWLF WKDW 36&K IDFHG GXULQJ 3LQRFKHW¶V UHJLPH
stressed its political participation as well as the dominant practice pattern.  
Both socialist groups strengthened their elite's role in decision-making. The 
absence of a formal organisation and the clandestine nature of party activity 
allowed the socialist elite to control most socialist decision-making. This 
characteristic persisted in party decision-making and contributed to place the 
practice pattern as the primary political culture. Another consequence was 
deepened factionalism within the party. Political persecution and clandestine 
activity fragmented socialist political participation during the dictatorship. 
Most of the activity was conducted in small groups or cells, and this form of 
participation remained prevalent after the unification of the party factions. 
)DFWLRQV UHSODFHG SDUW\¶V RUJDQLVDWLRQ DV WKH VSDFH IRU SROLWLFDO GHFLVLRQ
reinforcing the system of interest within factions for establishing power 
relations. 
 
 
The Chilean context during the Pinochet dictatorship impacted upon the PSCh. 
The system of interest was mostly used for establishing power relations within 
the party.  Previous meanings of political participation, such as pluralism and 
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democracy, were kept as secondary political culture found in formal structures. 
Authoritarianism and HOLWHV¶ KHJHPRQ\ FRQFHSWXDOLVHG dominant culture, 
altering power relations between members and leaders. Changes in the party´s 
base membership due to neoliberal reforms as well as political persecution and 
exile influenced the PSCh political cultures. Labour reforms targeted the base 
membership and de-constructed their class identification as well as their 
collective activity as political actors. Additionally, political persecution closed 
the spaces where base membership and leadership developed their political 
activities. The main spaces such as unions and parties were banned. As a result, 
leadership and membership continued their activities separately. The gap 
between the base membership´ system of solidarity and the leadership´ system 
of interest was deepened. Consequently, two different political cultures were 
developed during those years by membership in Chile and elites in exile. Base 
membership kept the system of solidarity and the institutional pattern for 
framing their struggles against Pinochet´s dictatorship. Leadership reinforced 
the practice pattern and system of interest for conducting their strategies 
against Pinochet´s regime. . Political elite deepened the dominance of the 
practice pattern within power relations. Particularly leaders who were part of 
the generation that introduced democratic centralism were the responsible for 
driving those strategies and securing their leadership by that pattern.    Hence, 
political agency allowed the practice pattern to become the hegemonic internal 
pattern of power relations.  These changes in the Chilean context shaped the 
36&K¶V FRQGXFW RYHU WKH WUDQVLWLRQ SHULRG 7KLV SHULRG ZDV PDUNHG E\ WKH
hegemony of Socialist Renewal as a political approach inside the party which 
became the mainstream in the PSCh from the 1990s onwards. 
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Socialist Reunification  
 
The reunification was carried out at the foundation of the administration of the 
Coalition of Political Parties for Democracy [Concertación de Partidos por la 
Democracia] , the centre-left coalition that ruled Chile between 1990 and 2010. 
During this period, the socio-economic context was marked by the 
maintenance of the neoliberal socioeconomic model. The political basis was 
defined by the political consensus established between political parties in order 
to assure a stable political transition, and social de-mobilization. The PSCh 
abandoned its mass party membership and shifted to a network membership, 
resulting in the reinforcement of individualised relations between members and 
leaders. Collective goals were replaced by individual goals, thus the collective 
meanings of political participation were replaced by highly individualised 
power relations which were connected to the network type of membership.  
Another outcome was the deepening of the gentrification65 of decision-making. 
Political participation during the Pinochet dictatorship was fragmented, and 
was conducted by cells or small groups. This reinforced factionalism within the 
party, and also reinforced the role of the elite in decision-making due to the fact 
that, over sixteen years, decisions were made by the socialist elite divided 
between Almeydismo and Convergencia. This form of decision-making was 
deepened from 1990 onwards, when elite consensus was important for assuring 
political transition.  This shift was also possible because of the de-construction 
of collective identities embedded in the system of solidarity as I previously 
                                                          
65
  Gentrification in decision-making is used as a translation of the Spanish concept of 
elitizacion en la toma de decisions. This concept means that elites centralize and monpolize 
internal decision-making. 
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stated. This de-construction of collective identification permitted elite 
hegemony over decision making. The role of the political elite during the 
WUDQVLWLRQSURFHVVDJUHHGZLWK3LQRFKHW¶VGLFWDWRUVKLSZDVWKHILUVWVWHSLQ WKH
extension of elite hegemony in Chilean politics.  This defined the type of 
transition and the terms of the agreement with the right-wing. Thus, 
negotiations with the right-wing regarding the economic and political system 
became the main mechanism for building political stability and defined most of 
State's policies. This was the basis for the so-called Democracia de los 
Acuerdos, Democracy of Agreements, led by the Concertación during its first 
years of administration. 
 
 
The transition process was built on agreements with the Pinochet government. 
These agreemenWVZHUHPDGHEHWZHHQSDUWLHV¶SROLWLFDOHOLWHVDQGWKH3LQRFKHW
UHJLPH7KHSROLWLFDOHOLWHKHJHPRQLVHGWKHSURFHVVVKLIWLQJWKHSDUW\¶VLQWHUQDO
agency from the institutional pattern to the practice pattern. The Concertación 
stimulated demobilization in Chilean society to assure a peaceful transition 
process and political stability. Therefore the de-mobilization of civil society 
implicit within neoliberal ideology was reinforced. Political parties across the 
political spectrum (except the Chilean Communist Party-PCCh) mostly agreed 
to support the economic strategy adopted by the Pinochet regime as a 
requirement to ensure the transition process. Also, these parties adopted 
neoliberal ideology as part of their political projects, particularly when in 
power (Fernandez Jilberto, 2001; Moulian, 2002; Olavarria, 2003; Motta 
2008). 
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The Chilean democracy inaugurated in 1990, referred to by scholars as a re-
founded democracy (Cavarozzi, 2001), maintained neoliberal reforms and 
included new rules in the electoral system which altered the patterns of alliance 
between parties. Neoliberal policies implemented by the Pinochet dictatorship 
changed the political culture inside Chile (Hagopian, 1998). These reforms 
changed the social matrix on which left parties based their membership 
(Robert, 1998: 11). One of the key aspects which changed was the relationship 
between civil society and political parties, and the ways in which both sought 
political representation in Chilean democratic institutions. It was difficult for 
political parties to re-establish their connection with Chilean society because 
WKHVH UHODWLRQV KDG DOVR FKDQJHG DV D FRQVHTXHQFH RI 3LQRFKHW¶V QHROLEHUDO
reforms implemented in the 1980s (Hagopian, 1993). These reforms pushed 
party representatives in new directions due to the fact that they had to rebuild 
the party membership among a population that showed signs of effective de-
politicisation (Hagopian, 1993: 497).  As a result, the role of parties during the 
transition process affected the link between parties and society, and weakened 
this relationship compared to the past. The labour reorganisation affected 
SDUWLHV¶JUDVVURRWVDQGWKHWUDGLWLRQDOIRUPVRIPDVVPRELOL]DWLRQ7KXVSDUWLHV
were not able to re-link to their traditional bases. Additionally, the conduct of 
Concertación´s elite during the transition was criticised by their former and 
current social bases, particularly due to the agreements with Pinochet during 
the political transition. Thus, social bases de-linked from party leaderships 
because they did not identify with the core of their decisions. Secondly, from 
an electoral perspective, the political bases were marked by the formation of 
new alliances. Parties were pushed to maintain particular alliances for more 
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than twenty years to retain their levels of political representation. When these 
alliances were founded in 1988, they reflected the political division during the 
military dictatorship (in favour of, or against, Pinochet). This division was 
converted into a centre-right and centre-left division, which maintained the 
status quo between the political forces inside the Chilean political system. 
 
 
The Chilean context described above affected the PSCh and its process of 
reunification. Firstly, PSCh Nuñez led the socialist reunification and gained 
influence inside the party due to its role in the transition process. Therefore, the 
theoretical approach of PSCh Nuñez characterised Chilean socialism in the 
1990s. Secondly, the PSCh distanced itself from the PCCh and established a 
political alliance with middle-class parties for the second time. This made it 
possible for the PSCh to develop technocratic elite which dominated 
intellectual discourse inside the party (Roberts, 1998: 196; Motta, 2008), and 
accepted the neoliberal consensus. Thus, it abandoned its self-definition as a 
working-class party. These agreements reinforced the distance between the 
political elite and its social base. In addition, tendencies towards strong 
leadership were reinforced because party political activity maintained its 
fragmentation. It was not the small cells which kept political activity 
fragmented, but the factions whose leaders became the political elite of the 
party. Therefore, party members had less influence on party decisions. 
 
 
The 1990 Unification Congress took into account the elements described 
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above.  The PSCh was defined as a revolutionary party, critical of capitalist 
society. This definition was based on three elements: (1) Marxism enriched by 
contributions from the social sciences; (2) Humanist thought; and (3) Solidarity 
values from Christianity. Due to the fact that the neoliberal economic model 
disarticulated the social base of the PSCh, its membership was no longer 
focused on the proletarian sectors of Chilean society. It focused both on manual 
and intellectual workers, as had been the case in the 1930s and 1940s. 
Therefore, it became a multi-class party with middle- and working-class 
grassroots as it had been at the time of its formation. It became a party which 
represented white-collar and blue-collar workers once more. This change 
allowed the party to establish a new alliance with middle-class parties. 
 
 
The party was dominated by the former Convergencia, now named Mega-
Tendencia, which linked the 1947 Socialist Programme with neoliberal 
concepts. This theoretical approach is the basis of the Socialist Renewal. The 
1947 Socialist Programme was taken as a key element of party definition. The 
PSCh was characterised as a party of majorities, and this definition was 
DGRSWHG E\ WKH 36&K¶V SROLWLFDO EDVH LQ . In addition, the unified PSCh 
committed itself to the democratization of political institutions, to the 
strengthening of popular organisations and to the defence of human rights. 
However, the ideal of social transformation was replaced by ideals of justice 
and liberty66. Neoliberal ideas centred on the development of the market as 
                                                          
66
  These definitions provoked criticisms from the socialists who supported the 
deepening of socialist theoretical renewal for creating a political force able to develop inside 
the neoliberal society (Arrate and Rojas, 2003b: 429).   
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opposed to the reinforcement of the State were introduced. Socialist Renewal 
GHILQHG WKH 6WDWH¶V UROH DV VRFLDO VROLGDULW\ DQG IRFXVHG RQ LPSURYLQJ WKH
FRXQWU\¶V LQIUDVWUXFWXUH )URP DQ HFRQRPLF SHUVSHFWLYH WKH 6WDWH¶V UROH ZDV
linked to the idea of an assured minimum income, and intervention in labour 
and capital markets. In order to achieve these tasks, the PSCh incorporated the 
modernization of State as part of its political REMHFWLYHV7KHUHIRUHWKH6WDWH¶V
role was linked to the sustainable development of Chile, and the reduction of 
HFRQRPLF LQHTXDOLWLHV7KLVGHILQLWLRQRI WKH6WDWH¶V UROH LPSDFWHGXSRQ LGHDV
DERXWVRFLDOLVP6RFLDOLVPQRZIRFXVHGRQ³FKDQJHVZKLFKOHDGWRwards a full 
democracy, participation, expansion of liberties based on popular sovereignty 
which decrease inequalities, and assure the subordination of economic power 
WR D FDULQJ DQG GHPRFUDWLF VWDWH´ 36&K   7KH 36&K WRRN LQWR
account liberal ideas present in the 1947 programme, but it adapted them to the 
new context brought about by neoliberal reforms. Thus, it continued to hold 
ideas about individual liberties but focused on capital market inclusion. It 
maintained continuity in its mainstream plus a rupture at the same time. 
 
The Socialist Renewal highlighted the relationship between economic power 
and the State to promote the common good (bien social). The party sought a 
solidarity economy for the satisfaction of human beings and subordinate to the 
State. Therefore, the party focused on the construction of a fairer and more 
united country rather than on achieving social and political transformation. The 
party explicitly accepted the current economic model as a basis for party 
objectives and focused on its improvement. It aimed to develop a fairer 
economy which would help make the country more hospitable to the neglected 
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and the poor. The PSCh focused on the modernisation of the State and on 
creating new labour relations. It aimed for the democratic construction of 
competitive markets rather than the transformation of the capitalist system. The 
democratic construction of competitive markets was to be achieved by more 
efficient competition within the markets. Therefore, the democratic 
development of civil society was linked to the democratization of the market 
and the modernization of the State. The democratization of the market was 
related to new labour relations based on social participation by workers in the 
economy. This idea replaced the ideal of labour relations based on workers' 
management. Christian concepts shaped this new understanding of labour 
relations. Therefore, labour relations were no longer understood on the basis of 
the relations between social classes. The PSCh stressed the need to define a 
model of enterprise as part of its understanding of social and economic 
participation. The socialist model of enterprise was defined as participative, 
non±polluting and committed to the development of new labour relations.   
 
 
These social-Christian ideas were used to define this model of public and 
private enterprise, which was described as based on the social±Christian model. 
The enterprise was defined as the space in which the new model of labour 
relations would be developed in Chile. The enterprise must respect the 
minimum wage and establish the conditions for collective negotiation. The new 
labour agreement allowed the establishment of a flexible productive system. 
The Socialist Renewal replaced the ideals of transformation of the capitalist 
system with ideas for its administration. These ideas impacted upon the Latin 
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American perspective which centred on international cooperation rather than 
transformative projects. 
 
 
Socialist Renewal as a political model meant that the PSCh moved from social 
revolution to the deepening of democracy. The alliance strategy between the 
DC and PSCh membership in the Concertación was maintained, with both 
JURXSV UHMHFWLQJ DQ\ DOOLDQFH RU OLQNV WR WKH 3&&K 7KH 6RFLDOLVW 5HQHZDO¶V
internal supremacy allowed the party to develop this alliance, and also 
impacted upon its conduct.  As a result, the PSCh adopted the strategy 
³'HPRFUDF\ DV IDU DV SRVVLEOH´ [Democracia en la medida de lo possible]. 
This conceptualisation of democracy was far from the definition used by the 
institutional pattern. Democracy represented inclusion of different actors into 
SROLWLFDO SDUWLFLSDWLRQ LQ WKH LQVWLWXWLRQDO SDWWHUQ ³GHPRFUDF\ DV IDU DV
SRVVLEOH´UHIHUUHGWRDUHVWULFWHGLGHDRIGHPRFUDF\OLPLWHGE\WKHFRQVWUDLQWV
established by the transition process. This concept of democracy was the result 
of political agreements between Concertacion´s elites and Pinochet´s regime, 
which turned into a restrictive democracy during the first years of transition. 
Thus, the concept was settled in an elites´ agreement. 
 
 
2QH RI WKH PDLQ LQIOXHQFHV RI WKH 6RFLDOLVW 5HQHZDO RQ WKH 36&K¶V SROLWLFDO
cultures was to reinforce individual goals in political participation and to 
transform the relationship between members and leaders based on a model of 
selective incentives. Socialist Renewal changed the type of membership, 
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moving from a mass party model to network model. The description of the 
SDUW\PHPEHUVKLS UHPDLQHG³WKHSDUW\RIPDQXDO DQG LQWHOOHFWXDOZRUNHUV´67, 
who were also defined as the humble [humildes] and the vast middle-class 
(PSCh 1991: 19). However, the membership was developed through networked 
connections within civil society rather than the traditional membership model 
fully engaged with workers. Individual goals for political participation are 
found among the new types of membership, which reinforces the 
individualised power relations between members and the party. This form of 
political participation was not based on the collective idea of the party and its 
aim to achieve collective goals. It was focused on networked connections 
between individuals and the party, based on the exchange of selective 
incentives among them. The idea of mass party membership based on 
democratic centralism was abandoned and replaced by a new type of 
membership through individual connections inside networks. 
 
 
The statutes categorised members in two groups: full member [afiliados], 
authorised to take part in party activities such as elections, and 
adherent/follower [adherente]68.  It included the new type of membership in 
order to organise a support network among people who would be willing to 
                                                          
67
  Documents of the PSCh also described party members as workers, creators, cultural 
practitioners, and people marginalized and discriminated against by Chilean society. 
 
68
  The 1990 Statutes described adherents/followers [adherentes] as members who were 
under 18 years old, the legal age of majority in Chile; members who had been ruled as 
impaired by court, and due to exile, members who changed their nationality and lived abroad 
could be part of the party using this type of membership. However, the party also welcomed 
other types of membership: friends of the party and simpatizantes . 
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support the party, but not necessarily be a full member of it. This network 
would be useful over political campaign periods, and so a new type of 
membership was therefore organised, focusing on electoral supporters rather 
than mass party members. This new type of membership included different 
categories, such as friends of the party [amigos], party supporters 
[simpatizantes], and adherentes. Therefore, the relationship between the party 
and its members was not based on registration [ingreso] any more. It was based 
on an individual link and the degree of proximity of each person to the party 
and his/her electoral potential for the party. The idea of a network was based on 
the process of demobilisation and the weakening of the connections between 
parties and civil society since the 1990s. Therefore, a way to strengthen the 
connections between the party and civil society was by using another type of 
membership which fitted the neoliberal understanding of individual 
participation within the market. Individual goals replaced collective identities 
and the idea of community of equals for purposes of political participation. The 
PSCh was affected by neoliberal ideas in the ways in which its membership 
changed, and in the shift to power relations based on an unequal and selective 
exchange of incentives.  Consequently, the State became an apparatus used for 
GLVWULEXWLQJ LQFHQWLYHV DQG LPSURYLQJ HOHFWRUDO UHVXOWV 7KXV WKH 6WDWH¶V
relation to the party was based on individual meanings of political participation 
in which members look for a way to achieve selective incentives. 
 
 
Democratic centralism was retained as part of the cultural background of the 
PSCh. The main points of this approach were also revised and criticised by 
Almeydismo. Democratic centralism was not taken into account inside the new 
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formal political structure of the party. Its ideas of authority and elites´ 
hegemony on decision making were maintained but they were shaped by the 
individual goals identified among party´s leadership. 
 
 
The internal structure based on cells and sections was abandoned. Political life 
was centred on the Communal Committees which had the ability to organise 
the Communal Assembly, where all the party members could express opinions 
and ideas.  The main objective of the assembly was to improve connections 
between the party and the masses, and to democratise internal relations 
(Almeyda, 1987) rather than to reinforce discipline.  These types of structural 
reforms sought to adapt the PSCh to the neoliberal context, due to the fact that 
neoliberalism encouraged the decoupling of citizens' identity from the political 
system. The PSCh tried to reinforce its links with civil society by maintaining 
the social base created during the dictatorship. It tried to facilitate the inclusion 
of its members inside the political structure as previously was done through 
pluralism and democracy. Thus, middle-level structures such as brigades 
[brigades] were kept within the PSCh after 1990, but included in a structure of 
network membership and participation.  However, the connections between the 
PSCh and social movements were weakened as a consequence of the neoliberal 
reforms and de- politicisation supported by the Concertación. Also, the PSCh 
was not looking for the development of a vast majority of militants. It focused 
on the development of a militant network similar to PSCh Nuñez example, 
among universities, professional associations and civil services, with a strong 
middle-class component. Due to the fact that trade unions lost their influence 
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because of neoliberal reforms, the working-class grassroots were no longer the 
main base of the party. Political participation inside the party centred on 
gaining positions in the national administration, legislature and city councils 
rather than seeking social transformation. 
 
During the Socialist Renewal period, factionalism within the PSCh deepened 
due to the individualisation of power relations between members and leaders. 
This facilitated the development of hegemonic political elite. Political 
participation based on individual goals and selective incentives exacerbated the 
fragmentation of political participation. Collective understandings of 
participation were lost. This process strengthened factionalism. Most of the 
factions were headed by male leaders as they had been before 1973. Women 
did not gain space for political participation in the party due to the fact that the 
SDUW\ VWUXFWXUH UDLVHG EDUULHUV WR ZRPHQ¶V SROLWLFDO SDUWLFLSDWLRQ Women did 
not challenge the practice pattern. As I previously stated, they adapted their 
agency to the meaning of power embedded in the practice pattern, and shaped 
their leadership to the internal requirements of becoming elites within factions 
(See Chapter 5: 247).  Once the formal space for political participation was 
UHRUJDQLVHGEDUULHUVWRZRPHQ¶VSDUWLFLSDWLRQZHUHUHLQVWDWHG'HVSLWHDTXRWD
law, which was introduced in the party by socialist women, it was impossible 
to promote female leadership inside the party. 
 
The factions of the PSCh between 1990 and 2005 arose from the divisions 
ZKLFK RFFXUUHG GXULQJ 3LQRFKHW¶V GLFWDWRUVKLS 6HH ILJXUH 3). The main 
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division centred on the differences between political strategies among Chilean 
socialists, partLFXODUO\WKH0'3DQGWKH$'$OPH\GD¶VIDFWLRQVSOLWLQWRWKUHH
different groups: Nueva Izquierda (New Left), Terceristas, and Colectivo de 
Identidad Socialista. 1XxH]¶VJURXSZDVNQRZQDVMega-Tendencia. After the 
2005 Congress, groups from the Mega-Tendencia and NI came together as a 
fifth faction Grandes Alamedas. From the 1990s onwards, all the factions 
introduced neoliberal elements into the PSCh, particularly new meanings of 
political participation and the role of the party as a political institution. All the 
factions endorsed political relations based on the system of interest for 
establishing internal power relations.  The main link between members and the 
leadership was based on selective incentives rather than collective incentives. 
This shift from a collective identification with ideas and party goals towards 
individual goals permitted that leadership introduced the practice pattern for 
driving power relations. Base members were no longer identified as a 
collective body based on class similarities. It was a network of individuals 
affiliated to a political organisation. Although base members kept the 
institutional pattern to identify themselves as socialist, their power relations 
with elites inside the party were framed by the practice pattern. Those changes 
among internal power relations permitted the introduction of co-optation in the 
way in which it is defined by Michels. Co-optation allowed elites to secure 
their internal position within the SDUW\ µVWUXFWXUH and obtain obedience from 
party members. This shift also allowed the PSCh to introduce clientelistic 
tendencies into the relationship between members and leaders because 
individual goals replaced the collective goals of the party.  
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Individual forms of participation inside the party as well as individual 
bargaining turned into the form used by party members for integrating in 
political activity, which allowed stressing the practice pattern. Consequently, 
this pattern became linked to liberal ideas about political authority present in 
the neoliberal model rather than those which originated the pattern through 
democratic centralism. Authoritarianism, co-optation and HOLWHV¶ KHJHPRQ\ in 
decision making were linked to the neoliberal understanding of political 
authority, which replaced the State with the market. Therefore, the market was 
the new space in which individuals became political actors. Political relations 
between individuals were built based on market relations. One became a 
member of the party not as part of a struggle for social transformation, but so 
as to obtain a position inside the public administration. These ideas reinforced 
individual connections between members and leaders, based on selective 
incentives flowing from leaders to members. As a result of these changes, the 
practice pattern was strengthened in relation to the institutional pattern, and it 
turned into the dominant political culture for establishing power relations 
between members and leaders.  Authoritarianism and elite hegemony were 
shaped by individual ideas about leadership, differently than those which 
integrated them to the political culture of the party during the New Left stage. 
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Figure 13 PSCh Factions 1990-2005 
 
Faction members settled on individual connections and factions became power-
groups headed by a strong leadership, turning their power relations into 
authoritarian linkages established through co-optation allowed by the practice 
pattern. Factionalism also deepened gentrification in decision-making. Socialist 
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members linked the influence of political groups such as the MAPU to this 
issue. The following quotations describe the influence of the MAPU on the 
gentrification process in decision-making. This quotation also suggested that 
the networking type of membership might be linked to the way in which this 
group used to behave within the party. 
 
³The influence of MAPU has been strongly evident in the formation of this elitist 
FXOWXUHRIOHDGHUVKLSDQGFOLHQWHOLVP'XHWR0$38¶VVRFLDODQGLQWHOOHFWual origins it 
played a role in linking the Concertación¶VOHIWZLQJZLWKWKHFHQWUHDQGWKHEXVLQHVV
world´. (Mario Mandiola, Valparaiso). 
 
 
 
In summary, the Socialist Renewal shaped authoritarianism and elite hegemony 
in decision making by system of interest and individual goals that the 
leadership developed during this period. Those meanings shifted from securing 
obedience to collective goals to securing elite`s dominant position within the 
party organisation. Co-optation was integrated into this pattern for deepening 
obedience between members and leaders. Those three meanings shaped the 
idea of power by individual goals of elites. These type of power relations 
reinforced strong leadership and the importance of factions as spaces for 
political participation. Therefore, the membership was weakened due to the 
fact that membership structures were based on a network type of relationship 
rather than a collective corps of members. Individualisation of power relations 
also reinforced gentrification in decision-making. As a result, membership-
leadership relations were constructed through clientelistic links because of the 
need to ensure support from party members in the absence of influence over 
policy. This last characteristic is particularly found in the patterns of meanings 
of political participation. 
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This chapter reviewed the most recent stage of the institutional development of 
the PSCh. The Socialist Renewal period (1979-2005) introduced neoliberal 
ideas into the PSCh. This stage was influenced by the 1979 division of the 
PSCh between two main groups, Convergencia and Almeydismo, which chose 
GLIIHUHQW VWUDWHJLHV WR ILJKW $XJXVWR 3LQRFKHW¶V GLFWDWRUVKLS -1990). 
Convergencia Socialista, later Mega-Tendencia, centred its strategy on a 
Negotiated Rupture with the dictatorship while Almeydismo focused on a 
Perspective of Insurgency for defeating the dictatorship militarily. As I 
previously stated, exiled elites frame their power relations by practice pattern 
in order to achieve their goals. Thus, leadership used the practice pattern of 
political culture and reinforced this pattern during this period. By contrast, base 
membership in Chile still conceptualised their power relations and participation 
through the institutional pattern. This pattern allowed them to keep their 
identities as socialist when the party was banned. Also it framed membership 
understandings about the democracy for what they were struggling in Chile. 
When the transition process restricted this democracy to elites ´decisions led by 
party elites, the gap between those groups deepened. During the previous two 
stages the leadership and membership balance their system of interest and 
system of solidarity for establishing their relations. This balance was stressed 
and broken in 1979 when PSCh broke up in two main groups. The transition 
process deepened this gap because the system of interest was stressed by elites 
when those elites reinforced the practice pattern of political culture. 
 
As a consequence of the political transition, the Mega-Tendencia became the 
hegemonic political group and deepened the influence of neoliberalism within 
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WKH SDUW\ 7KLV LQIOXHQFH LV DSSDUHQW VLQFH  WKH \HDU RI WKH SDUW\¶V
XQLILFDWLRQ 7ZR PDLQ FKDUDFWHULVWLFV LPSDFWHG XSRQ WKH 36&K¶V SROLWLFDO
culture. The first was the individualisation of power relation between members 
and leaders. This was a result of socioeconomic changes coming from the 
neoliberal experience in the 1980s, and the weakening of party membership as 
a result of the new Chilean context. The second was elite hegemony 69  in 
decision-making. Faction leaders hegemonised decision-making in the PSCh 
after its unification due to the individualised power-relations which then 
existed. The elements described above are found across the current political 
culture, particularly in the practice patterns identified as the dominant culture 
of the party. The Socialist Renewal stage reinforced the system of interest used 
within the PSCh but it did not replace the system of solidarity which is still 
found in the base membership. This system is used to define the traditional 
form of participation which has been lost. The presence of the system of 
solidarity permitted the institutional pattern to exist as a secondary culture 
among base membership. This patter is found in the formal structure of the 
party. The practice pattern frames power relations within faction, which has 
turned into the main spaces for decision making. Consequently, a tension is 
found among the patterns, because the practice pattern has been reinforced but 
the institutional pattern has not been entirely replaced by it. Both patterns are 
two political cultures that frame PSCh participation and power relations, 
stressed by the presence of two system of participation; one system of interest 
                                                          
69
          I used the concept of hegemony instead of domination because I am referring to a 
particular condition within the party which is connected to leadership. Hegemony refers to a 
leadership practice for centralizing and influencing decision-making within political 
organizations at different levels (the local, regional and national levels). The position of 
leadership within the party organization allows this conduct. This situation is different from the 
concept of domination which refers to political power by one group over another. 
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which has turned into the dominant system within factions; one system of 
solidarity, used within formal structures. Due to the fact that the practice 
pattern represents leadership hegemony and the institutional pattern represent 
membership aspirations for a change within the party, both systems and 
patterns have been tensed during the Socialist Renewal stage, and those 
tensions were important factors Bachelet´s nomination as chapter 6 explains. 
 
The last two chapters have described how institutional development influenced 
the paUW\¶VSROLWLFDOFXOWXUH)URPWKH)RXQGDWLRQ6WDJHWKHSDUW\LQKHULWHGWKH
institutional pattern which defines political participation as democratic, 
pluralistic and libertarian. These meanings are linked to the presence of a 
system of solidarity and the idea of a community of equals among the base 
membership. The New Left introduced meanings about authoritarianism and 
eliteV¶ hegemony but framed by the presence of the system of solidarity and the 
community of equals. The main objective of these meanings was to move the 
PSCh into a more disciplined organisation for conducting revolutionary 
transformations. Socialist Renewal stage reframed these meanings under 
individual goals stressed by HOLWH¶V system of interest, turning them into the 
current dominant political culture, the practice pattern. Also this stage added 
co-optation to this pattern. Both political cultures have remained gendered 
regarding political participation. Socialist politicas have not challenged those 
meanings but rather integrate them into their political activity.  
 
Tensions among systems of solidarity and interest are found due to the fact that 
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ERWK V\VWHPV DUH SDUW RI WKH SDUW\¶V FROOHFWLYH DJHQF\  &RQWH[WXDO FKDQJHV
deepened the influence of the practice pattern within the party's internal 
relations. The way in which internal agency is developed reinforced this 
pattern. However, the institutional pattern is still part of the political culture, 
and it has been part of the PSCh political culture since its foundation. 
Transformations in the Chilean context have moved the party towards Michels' 
model of authoritarianism and co-optation, which I used to define the practice 
pattern.  This model was reinforced due to the neoliberal de-collectivization of 
membership and gentrification in decision-making during the transition 
process. The two patterns are two distinctive political cultures and internal 
actors have stressed one or the other.  These two patterns are the faces that 
political cultures have inside the PSCh, and those faces frame the party´s 
internal agency. The next chapter focuses on the description of how those faces 
actually frame participation and power relation inside the PSCh. It addresses 
how political culture frame internal agency by shaping membership and 
leadership relations. It is important to understand how these faces framed 
participation and power relations in order to look at the way in which the 
political cultures could influence party internal outcomes.   
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Chapter 5 
The Socialist culture during Michelle Bacǯ
nomination 
 
 
The previous chapter identified the impact of the first level of analysis, 
LQVWLWXWLRQDO GHYHORSPHQW RQ WKH 36&K¶V SROLWLFDO FXOWXUHV ,W ZDV FRQFOXGHG
that the social context shaped the political cultures of the party through three 
stages in its institutional development. Two patterns of political culture 
emerged from these three stages, affected by changes within the socioeconomic 
and political context, which then influenced political activity. During this first 
stage, political participation was defined as democratic, libertarian and plural, 
taking into account the system of solidarity and the community of equals for 
FROOHFWLYH LGHQWLILFDWLRQ RI WKHSDUW\¶V JRDOV7KRVH FKDUDFWHULVWLFV IUDPHG WKH
first political culture found in the party, the institutional pattern. This political 
culture framed the relationship between members and leaders during this first 
SDUW RI WKH SDUW\¶V GHYHORSPHQW $OWKRXJK WKH SDUW\ KDG D PRUH LQFOXVLYH
culture over those years, its elites tended to develop strong leadership, 
founding the system of interest among those tendencies. Thus, the party was 
able to balance the presence of the system of solidarity in the base membership 
and the system of interest in its elites.  For both groups, however, their 
participation was framed by the institutional pattern. 
 
 
The next stage, New Left (1956-1979) was marked by the radicalization of the 
Chilean and Latin American context. Democratic centralism was introduced as 
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a theoretical approach and the party was defined as Marxist Leninist. 
Membership was therefore focused on the working-class, and the party 
developed a mass-party style of political participation. Political participation 
continued to be framed by the institutional pattern and the system of solidarity, 
but new meanings about power relations were introduced in the form of 
DXWKRULWDULDQLVPDQGHOLWHV¶KHJHPRQ\RYHUGHFLVLRQPDNLQJ7KHVHPHDQLQJV
were developed by the political elites which concluded that the party needed to 
move towards discipline and obedience LQ RUGHU WR VHFXUH WKH SDUW\¶V
revolutionary goals. Thus, power relations between members and leaders took 
a new shape. The party tried to homogenise the political behaviour of party 
members, in order to transform political participation and party tasks. As a 
result, a tendency towards strict control of members in regulating party 
behaviour developed. Authoritarianism emerged in this period in order to try to 
FRQWUROLQWHUQDODFWLYLW\DQGWKHHOLWH¶VKHJHPRQ\RQGHFLVLRQPDNLQJLQRUGHU
to secure membership commitment to party goals. These new meanings were 
mostly developed by the generation of leaders that had radicalised the party 
VLQFHLQRSSRVLWLRQWRPRVWRIWKHSDUW\¶VSROLWLFDOFXOWXUH,KDYHVWUHVVHG
that the two systems of participation continued to coexist. While the new 
generation introduced these new meanings of power relations, the older 
generation remained closer to the institutional pattern. This tension between 
JHQHUDWLRQV DQG PHDQLQJV DERXW SRZHU DUH IRXQG GXULQJ $OOHQGH¶V
administration. Those tensions led a disruption in the balance between the two 
V\VWHPVLQUHVXOWLQJLQSDUW\¶VGLYLVLRQ 
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During the period known as Socialist Renewal (1979- WKH 36&K¶V
LQVWLWXWLRQDO GHYHORSPHQW ZDV LQIOXHQFHG E\ $XJXVWR 3LQRFKHW¶V GLFWDWorship. 
The State of Exception, exile and neoliberal policies characterized this period, 
which transformed the economic and social background of Chilean society due 
to the de-collectivization of party membership. Party members suffered exile 
and political persecution, which had a fundamental impact on the party's 
political cultures. A new political culture, the practice pattern, was the result of 
division between membership in Chile and exiled elites which continued 
guiding the party abroad. While the base membership in Chile remained 
identified with the institutional pattern, the elites developed a pattern which 
took into account new meanings introduced by democratic centralism. Due to 
the adverse political conditions, the elites adopted authoritarian power relations 
in order to secure the goals of their strategies for fighting the dictatorship.  
Those strategies were the Perspective of Insurgency, supported by the PSCh-
Almeyda, which emerged from the revolutionary violence strategy, and the 
influence of the New Left years, and the Negotiated Rupture supported by 
PSCh Nuñez, which established WKHSDUW\¶VPLGGOH-class alliance and electoral 
strategy, in the same way the PSCh operated in the Foundation stage. The 
unification process of the party and the inclusion of liberal ideas by exiled 
leaders re-framed elite hegemony and authoritarianism using an individualistic 
approach, turning the system of interest into the dominant system for political 
participation and replacing collective party goals with individual goals 
emerging from the party elite. This change saw the integration of co-optation 
and forms of clientelism into the new power relations, conceptualising the 
practice pattern in the way in which is found in the party nowadays. These 
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forms of clientelism are based on the benefits that may be obtained from 
membership via a relationship with the party leaders, through the distribution 
of private goods (selective incentives), constructing a system of interest which 
now dominates the relationship between members and leadership.  Thus, the 
practice pattern has become the dominant political culture, while the 
institutional pattern persists, but relegated to the status of a secondary culture. 
Both the system of solidarity and the institutional pattern are found in base 
membership for framing political participation in formal spaces. The practice 
pattern and the system of interest characterise elite conduct and those are 
prevalent in the arenas where informal decision are made, the factions. Base 
membership can frame its actions by both patterns. It frames its behaviour with 
the institutional pattern in formal spaces, and it frames it conduct with the 
practice pattern within factions. 
 
 
All these three stages shaped the political culture of the party, and it is possible 
to trace their influence among the patterns of meanings of political 
SDUWLFLSDWLRQ LGHQWLILHG LQ WKH 36&K¶V SROLWLFDO FXOWXUHV ,Q SDUWLFXODU WKUHH
stages presented gendered forms of participation and the socialist politicas did 
not occupy places of power within the formal or informal structure. Male 
leadership within the PSCh was reinforced, as women faced barriers to 
increased participation. Factionalism and highly individualised relations 
between leaders and members did not help women to improve their level of 
political participation within the party. Additionally, strong informal 
organisations such as factions undermined the possibility of women occupying 
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positions of power within the elites. Both patterns of meaning have framed 
these gender relations. The institutional pattern did not take into account 
women as the community of equals, and integrated conservative ideas about 
motherhood presented in the Chilean context. The practice pattern meanwhile 
has deepened those gender relations due to the fact that it has weakened 
linkages and solidarities among women inside the party in spaces such as 
factions. Most of the socialist politicas frame their participation using this 
pattern without challenging it. 
 
 
This section explains how the current political cultures frame participation and 
power relations. It focuses on how both cultures coexist and shape power 
relations between legitimised members and leader. The objective is to 
understand how political culture frame internal agency for analysing the way in 
which it influence political outcomes. To understand the ways in which power 
relations and participation is framing by cultures allows comprehending the 
relationship between those cultures and the nomination of Michelle Bachelet. 
The first part of this chapter conceptualise the political cultures in the way in 
which are currently found in the party. The second part examines the way in 
which those political cultures frame participation and power relations between 
members and leaders of the party. It focuses on how these patterns of political 
culture s are connected to the legitimacy of membership-leadership relations. It 
also takes into account how the practice pattern has deepened gender divisions 
around participation within the party. As I previously stated, both patterns 
demonstrate gendered forms of participation. In this particular section, the 
influence of the practice pattern on women's participation is addressed. 
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The Patterns of PSCh political cultures 
  
The first pattern of political culture that defines the party's model of political 
participation is the institutional pattern. This term was chosen because this 
pattern conceptualises participation in the party, differentiating its 
characteristics from other political parties. This pattern defines political 
participation as libertarian, democratic and pluralist. These concepts have been 
identified in political participation by the membership since the formation of 
the party, and this pattern is described as the formal form of socialist 
participation which differentiates the PSCh from other parties. Members relate 
this pattern of meaning to the characteristics that enabled the foundation of the 
PSCh, marked by the inclusion of four different socialist political groups with 
different theoretical approaches. This pattern of political culture is defined as 
the normatively correct structure according to membership and document 
descriptions. However, informal political practices contrast with this described 
pattern. Currently, it is possible to identify a pattern of political culture coming 
from way in which the relationship between members and leader is settled. It is 
conceptualised as hegemony over decision-making, authoritarianism, and co-
optation. This pattern is named the practice pattern. It is based on evidence 
about the characteristics that shape power relations among members and 
leaders, and it is found among legitimised membership and leadership, which is 
gain within factions. The first pattern is found among base membership and the 
second one mainly among the leadership. While the base members use the 
institutional pattern to characterise the formal participation that the party uses 
for political participation, the practice pattern is used to describe the de facto 
236 
 
 
 
relationship between members and leaders. This research looked solidarities 
within factions in order to identify possible subcultures. However, it was found 
that membership and leadership share the same characteristics of both political 
cultures. As result, there were not found any subcultures within those factions. 
This section shows how these two patterns of political cultures coexist in the 
form of a dominant political culture, the practice pattern, and a secondary 
political culture, the institutional pattern. 
 
Institutional Pattern 
 
Political participation in the PSCh has been defined by an institutional pattern 
that contains three basic meanings: democracy, libertarianism and pluralism. 
This pattern is related to the party as a political institution. Democracy is 
defined in terms of the characteristics required for political participation, 
ZKLFKVLQFHWKH36&K¶VIRXQGDWLRQDUHGHVFULEHGDVPRUHWROHUDQWWKDQWKRVH
observed in the Chilean Communist Party (PCCh). Therefore, the PSCh is 
GHILQHGDVD³SRSXODU OHIWLVWSDUW\DXWRQRPRXVGHPRFUDWLc and revolutionary 
(PSCh, 2003: 4).  This definition considers the PSCh as a democratic party in 
terms of its methods (internal action), and transformative and revolutionary in 
WHUPV RI LWV UHVXOWV´ (PSCh, 2001: 14). The idea of democratic political 
partiFLSDWLRQLVLGHQWLILHGDVRQHRIWKHWDVNVRIWKH36&KGHILQHGE\³WKHILJKW
IRU D PRUH HTXDO VRFLHW\ ZLWK VRFLDO SROLWLFDO DQG HFRQRPLF GHPRFUDF\´ 
(PSCh, 2005: 4). These objectives embed particular ideas regarding political 
SDUWLFLSDWLRQ ³HTXDOLW\ VROidarity, and the struggle to construct a socialist 
RUGHU´ (PSCh, 2001: 9). This pattern describes democracy as the path to assure 
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full political participation for the subject within the party and civil society. This 
type of democratic participation is linked to liberal-democratic theories of 
political participation, integrated to the PSCh during Socialist Renewal stage.  
These ideas were integrated by those elites who turned into the hegemonic 
forces of the party as a result of the transition process. Those ideas re-shaped 
meanings linked to collective goals as I stated in the previous chapter. Thus, 
the PSCh membership links internal democracy with the liberal idea of full 
participation for all the citizens rather than to reinforce collective identification 
with party goals, which is a subversive idea in the Chilean context. 
 
 
Libertarianism is related to the ability of the party to include other ideological 
approaches within its structure which can coexist without problems. This 
characteristic has allowed the presence of different approaches since the party's 
IRXQGDWLRQ7KH36&KZDV³WKHSURGXFWRIWKHIXVLRQRIGLIIHUHQWSDUWLHVZKLFK
KDVUHPDLQHGRYHUWLPH´70. The party adapted to its context, and also included 
the approaches presented by the founding groups. This demonstrates that the 
PSCh was sensitive to its experiences in its social context, processes which 
LQIOXHQFHGLWVGHYHORSPHQW7KHSDUW\¶VLQFOXVLRQRIWKHVHJURXSVLVGHVFULEHG
by its members as its being heterogeneous, tolerant, and diverse, because the 
available forms of political participation enabled the integration of militants 
from various political groups. This libertarian meaning embedded within the 
36&K¶V SROLWLFDO FXOWXUH DOORZHG WKH LQWHJUDWLRQ RI GLIIHUHQW WKHRUHWLFDO
mainstreams at the same time. As a consequence, the PSCh is characterised as 
                                                          
70
  Interview with Eduardo Muñoz Inchausti, Valparaiso August 2010. 
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a flexible party which has integrated members from different groups and 
backgrounds, and incorporated these backgrounds into the sources of its 
political culture. This particular characteristic is summarised by party members 
DV³WKHIRFDOSRLQWRIWKHOHIW´ZKLFKZDVLQGLFDWHGDVEHLQJWKHSDUW\¶VPDLQ
goal after the unification process in 1990: 
 
³7KH6RFLDOLVW3DUW\ZRXOGKDYHEHHQWUDQVIRUPHGLQWRWKHIRFDOSRLQWRIWKHOHIWZLWK
all its faults. It was the only party of the socialist left which had survived and had not 
IDOOHQLQWRFRPSOHWHREVROHVFHQFH´. (Ernesto Aguila, Santiago). 
 
 
7KH36&K¶VUROHLVDOVRGHVFULEHGDV³WKHFRQVWUXFWLRQRIDFRXQWU\ZLWKPRUH
equality and solidarity, which was more welcoming to the neglected and the 
SRRU´ 36&KThis pattern of meaning describes pluralism as related 
WRWKHGLYHUVHFKDUDFWHULVWLFVLQPHPEHUV¶EDFNJURXQGV7KH36&KLVGHVFULEHG
as an urban middle- and working-class party, which nowadays should represent 
those social classes which struggle the most with the neoliberal model. Party 
members still considered that the party gathers together white-collar and blue-
collar employees, but also focused on the economically and politically 
deprived middle-class. The following quotation describes the class background 
of the PSCh. It has been characterised as multi-class in its composition since its 
foundation, with strong connections to the middle-class. 
 
³7KHUHLVDOVRDPLGGOH-class which has higher degrees of instability in the workforce. 
Even when the children of these classes have access to college, does not necessarily 
mean social mobility. But it is also a middle-class hard hit by the coup, and by 17 
years of dictatorship. It was not only because of the persecution they suffered, but also 
because of human rights. These middle-classes lost very important areas of their 
personal lives and group development. They have little labour expertise; they 
experienced labour persecution and loss of position within the structure of the public 
system. PSCh members come from these middle classes which are not included in the 
neoliberal economic model in which ideologically important paradigms have 
GLVDSSHDUHG´.(Ricardo Nuñez, Santiago). 
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In sum the PSCh presents institutional patterns of meanings of political 
participation, which describes the type of political participation that the party 
should have. This pattern is related to the Foundation stage of the party, which 
highlights the flexibility to incorporate other political groups. As a result, 
political participation has been defined as libertarian, democratic and 
pluralistic. This pattern frames participation as embedded in more horizontal 
and egalitarian power relations, able to integrate a range of positions within the 
party's diverse membership. This includes a more egalitarian relationship 
between members and leaders, where members are able to address and raise 
their voices freely and without restriction. This strand of political culture is 
based on prioritizing the collective objectives of the party, and the use of 
democratic and pluralistic methods which are inclusive of the whole 
membership. These characteristics allow the inclusion of political groups 
which have adapted to party practices. This pattern is used by the base 
membership to refer to political participation, and it is characterised as the 
SDWWHUQZKLFKWUDGLWLRQDOO\VKDSHVSDUWLFLSDWLRQVLQFHWKHSDUW\¶VIRXQGDWLRQ 
 
 
Practice Pattern 
 
Party members point out that the pattern described above contradicts the 
dominant political culture. This dominant political culture is found inside the 
factions and is used by leaders for framing power relations within them. These 
meanings conceptualise a culture connected to hegemony over decision-
making, authoritarianism and co-optation. It conceptualises power relations as 
based on hierarchical and authoritarian meanings of power, framed through 
authoritarianism, co-RSWDWLRQDQGHOLWHV¶KHJHPRQ\RYHUGHFLVLRQPDNLQJ7KLV
240 
 
 
 
pattern, the practice pattern, is in direct contradiction to the model of political 
participation that the PSCh defined at its foundation. This second pattern is part 
of the PSCh political cultures but internal agency has reinforced it as driving 
power relations between members and leaders.  This pattern comes from 
meanings observed in the way in which elites conceptualise power and try to 
VHFXUH WKHLU SRVLWLRQ ZLWKLQ WKH SDUW\¶V IRUPDO DQG LQIRUPDO VWUXFWXUHV ,W LV
used to describe the relationship between members and leaders during the 
Concertación period. It is suggested that this pattern was conceptualised during 
the New Left and Socialist Renewal stages. The New Left introduced 
authoritarianism and elite hegemony over decision making in order to shape 
party conduct, but those meanings were framed by the collective identification 
and system of solidarity presented in the party. Socialist Renewal introduced 
co-optation and re-framed the previous meanings following the strengthening 
of the system of interest and individual goals. The highly individualised 
relations between members and leaders enabled these characteristics to appear 
within the PSCh as a dominant political culture, leaving the institutional pattern 
as a secondary culture. This pattern also reinforced gendered relations within 
factions, shaping power by a masculine approach to authority, related to the 
male strong leadership tradition of the PSCh. Relationships among the 
membership changed due to the neoliberal context which has been part of the 
political landscape of Chile since the 1980s. This situation weakened or 
destroyed collective organisation as a result of labour reforms, and impacted 
upon the ideological mainstream of the party. Neoliberalism introduced 
individual meanings into political participation. Therefore, political 
participation was not based on the perspective of collective identities but on an 
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individual perspective. This individual perspective led to the commoditization 
of political participation within political parties. This context allowed the 
development of authoritarianism and co-optation in a similar way to that 
theorised by Michels for establishing elite control over a party (Chapter7 
341:352). 
 
Co-optation and authoritarianism as practised patterns of meanings within the 
party's structure of political participation are related to the inclusion of the 
party in the Concertación. The transition process reinforced the role of the 
political elite in decision-making. The context in which the PSCh has taken 
part since 1990 has been marked by the composition of two alliances in the 
party system (centre-right and centre-left).  Therefore, the party seeks to build 
majorities to support its role as a Concertación member. These new majorities 
were built through elite agreements in order to control party support for the 
coalition. Such control allowed the elite to redefine party strategy and focus on 
the administration of the State. The political tasks centred on the development 
of State policies rather than social and economic transformation. Therefore, 
political policies became the central axis of party strategy, and the 
administration of the State became the main objective. As a consequence, 
internal relations within the party involved stronger co-optation of members 
due to the fact that there was intensified internal pressure to avoid criticism of 
leadership policies. Co-optation is linked to the attempted homogenisation of 
political participation within the party so as to support party alliances. 
However, as I noted, authoritarianism and hegemony over decision-making 
were introduced by the party during the previous stages of its political culture, 
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shaped by a collective approach to participation and power relations. During 
the Socialist Renewal those meanings were re-framed according to a more 
individualistic perspective, which considered unequal relations of power inside 
informal organisations (factions) necessary to ensure elites' position. Co-
optation was included in the pattern, becoming a key element of the party's 
contemporary political cultures. These changes in political culture in impacted 
on internal agency, reinforcing the hegemonic role of elites within formal and 
informal structures. . 
 
 
Co-optation is found in elite conduct, which tried to maintain the party's 
membership in the Concertación through a consensus among leaders. As a 
result, decision-making was centred on the political elites which are formed by 
SDUW\OHDGHUVZKRSOD\HGDQLPSRUWDQWUROHLQWKH36&K¶VSROLWLFDOSDUWLFLSDWLRQ
structure. The political elite focused on the construction of majorities based on 
agreements between the different party factions. This process of negotiation 
was dominated by leaders in order to assure party support and obedience to the 
Concertación. Party behaviour reflected these changes due to the fact that 
political participation was affected by the elite negotiations. This process was 
established using authoritarianism in the relationship between members and 
leaders. Therefore, authoritarianism is identified in this practice. The following 
quotations describe how this practise pattern frames power relations inside the 
party. These quotations show how authoritarianism, co-optation and hegemony 
exist within the political participation structure: 
 
³7KH6RFLDOLVW3DUW\KDGDFHUWDLQDELOLW\ WR LWKDGDFRUH OHDGHUVKLSZKRPDQDJH WR
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PDNHDQDOOLDQFHWRFRQWDLQWKHSDUW\DQGWRRUJDQLVHWKHSDUW\LQWHUPVRISRZHU´ 
(Carlos Montes, Santiago). 
 
³, WKLQN WKDW WKH SDUWLHV GXULQJ WKRVH  \HDUV RI &RDOLWLRQ JRYHUQPHQWV ZHUH
preventing people from participating (within parties), because they were 
misunderstanding their political direction. Politics driven solely by the state suggested 
an enormous  amount of clientelism on the part of the State, and that decision-making 
bodies necessary for guiding the party, were not permitting the participation of their 
base membership. It just supported the participation of those who were directly 
LQYROYHGLQWKHJRYHUQPHQW´.(Ana Bells Jara, Santiago). 
 
³,Q YLHZ RI WKH VKDSH DQG PHFKDQLVPV ZKLFK H[SODLQ WKH ZRUNLQJV ZLWKLQ WKH
Coalition, the party has strengthened its authoritarianism. In other words, anyone who 
GLVDJUHHVVLPSO\GRHVQRWKDYHWKHRSSRUWXQLW\WRSDUWLFLSDWHDQGVKHLVH[FOXGHG´ 
(Paddy Ahumanda, Valparaiso). 
 
 
These quotations demonstrate how the practice pattern shapes internal agency, 
using an authoritarian meaning of power designed to co-opt political 
participation. This culture tend to centralise and to control authority among the 
main leadership, establishing an unequal relationship between members and 
leaders where leaders exercisH FRQWURO RYHU PHPEHUV¶ GHFLVLRQ PDNLQJ 7KLV
political culture is also a gendered culture because it is based on male authority 
and strong male leadership within those informal organisations. 
  
 
The existence of two patterns of political cultures is due mainly to the 
relationship established between the subjects that shape political participation 
ZLWKLQ WKHSDUW\ WKHZD\ LQZKLFKVXEMHFWV¶DJHQF\ UHLQIRUFHGDQGZHDNHQHG
one of the patterns respectively. The institutional pattern is used by members to 
define and conceptualise political participation between them in formal 
structures of the party, such as communal or regional committees, assemblies 
or congresses. Those spaces allow base member to reproduced their ideological 
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heritage as well as to share different ideas and meaning to those embedded in 
the practice pattern. As a result, the pattern has been maintained and 
reproduced in the party as a secondary political culture. These structures bring 
together socialist members in common political activity. They allow members 
to address and express their opinions without influencing the main decision 
making processes. These spaces also bring together different generations of 
membership, from the youth branch to those who have been part of the party 
since 1960. Thus, they help to reproduce and maintain the institutional pattern 
within a new socialist generation, because it is transmitted to new members 
during these formal meetings, which are framed by democratic and pluralistic 
power relations. 
 
 
The practice pattern is used to refer to the actual relationship between members 
and leaders as it is conducted within informal structures (factions). This pattern 
LV IRXQGDPRQJ OHDGHUVZKREHORQJ$OWDPLUDQR¶VJHQHUDWLRQDQGPLGGOHUDQN
OHDGHUV  7KRVH DUH SDUW\¶V OHDGHUs at the different levels of the party 
(communal, regional, and national levels). Authority and power are exercised 
within those informal spaces using the practice pattern to secure internal 
agreements, as well as to resolve faction disagreements over key internal issues 
such as candidate nomination. 
 
 
,DUJXHWKDWERWKSDWWHUQVUHIHU WRDFROOHFWLYHLGHQWLILFDWLRQDQGWR3L]]RUQR¶V
system of solidarity and system of interest.  The system of solidarity is related 
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to the institutional pattern and the system of interest to the practice pattern. 
This identification is connected to the subjects who take part in political 
participation: members and leaders. Those who still identified themselves with 
the system of solidarity highlight the institutional pattern. Those who identified 
with the system of interest stress the practice pattern. I claim that the system of 
solidarity is found among base membership while the system of interest is 
found among the political elite, reinforcing the practice pattern. Therefore, to 
understand the interaction of these patterns of political cultures, it is necessary 
to focus on the relationship between members and leaders within the party. 
This relationship expresses the way in which the political culture takes shape. 
The following pages focus on how these patterns of meanings are connected to 
the legitimacy of membership-leadership relations. The ways in which these 
patterns are used within factions, the role of the factions in legitimacy, and the 
VLJQLILFDQFH RI WKH OHDGHUVKLS¶V JHQder are also examined. The described 
patterns are used by members and leaders who are recognised as legitimate 
subjects within the party. For members, legitimacy is determined by factional 
membership. For leaders, legitimacy is settled on their histórica-no histórica 
[historic-non historic] membership and their role as mandatarios. 
 
dŚĞƐƵďũĞĐƚƐĂŶĚƚŚĞW^Ś ?ƐƉolitical culture, members and leaders 
 
The first part of this chapter described the presence of two patterns of political 
cultures in the PSCh. The first one, the institutional pattern, established during 
the Foundation stage of the party, characterizes political participation as 
democratic, libertarian, and pluralistic. As I explained in the previous section, 
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this pattern has characterised political participation among base membership 
and has been reproduced in the formal structures of the party. The second one, 
the practice pattern, describes the relationship between members and leaders. It 
is found mainly among the leadership and frames power relations in informal 
structures (factions).  It was integrated and conceptualised by the New Left and 
Socialist Renewal stages, and it constructs this relationship as authoritarian and 
co-opting, with elite hegemony over decision-making.  This pattern has been 
intensified by leaders who are used this pattern to control and secure obedience 
of members within those informal structures. 
 
The most important of these structures is the faction, an informal space where 
the political activity is conducted within the party. Factions, organised 
hierarchically, have become the real spaces of power and decision making, 
replacing the pluralistic formal structures of the party. Membership and 
leadership both gain legitimacy by belonging to a particular faction.  The 
factions replaced the cells in these functions and weakened the party structure, 
DOORZLQJDJHQWULILFDWLRQ HOLWL]DFLyQ LQ LQWHUQDO UHODWLRQVZKLFK OHG WR HOLWHV¶
hegemony over decision-making.  The weakening of the membership 
reinforced the identification of the membership with individual goals in 
3L]]RUQR¶VWHUPVOLQNHGWRVHOHFWLYHLQFHQWLYHVZKLFKDUHPDLQO\IRXQGZLWKLQ
factions. Therefore, membership within a faction is based on individual 
relationships with leaders, strengthening the influence of the leadership on 
party organisation. Members and leaders address the practice pattern inside 
those factions. 
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These patterns are used by the legitimate membership and leadership, namely 
members who are part of factions, and leaders who are recognised as 
históricos-non históricos leaders with the role of mandatarios. This section 
centres on members and leaders, and the influence of the patterns on their 
political participation. It describes the relevance that factions have to political 
participation and their role in the exercise of membership and leadership. 
Factional membership legitimises base membership, and factional leadership 
legitimises party leadership. The relations between members and leaders inside 
a faction are conducted in terms of the practice pattern. It is these patterns that 
impact on political participation within the faction because they shape 
membership-leadership relations. 
Membership and factions 
 
The PSCh membership is focused on developing a network of members and 
people associated with the party in a flexible way, "according to the reality of 
the sector in which it is embedded" (PSCh, 2003: 14). For this reason, the 
statutes accept different categories of members, who may participate in the 
party organization with different duties: friends, sympathizers and supporters. 
The party statute indicates that only affiliates are accredited to take part in 
party election processes or decision-making meetings. The other types of 
members can take part in the rest of party activities such as celebrations and 
JHQHUDO PHHWLQJV 6LPLODUO\ WR 'XYHUJHU¶V DSSURDFK WKHUH LV QRW RQH W\SH RI
membership in the party, but different types. Some memberships are formal; 
others are linked to the types of relationships within factions. All these types of 
membership are based on the proximity of subjects to the party organisation. 
This proximity depends also on the individual goals of the subjects.  These 
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goals are pursued within factions. 
 
Although the legitimacy of party membership is conferred by the PSCh 
statutes, militancy itself is not practised until a party member becomes a 
faction member. It is at this moment that the membership is fully practised 
because party members start to play a specific role within the party 
organisation. This is a change from earlier periods, when cells were the core 
spaces for political participation. Due to the fact that the forms of membership 
have been weakened by the introduction of a network type of membership, it is 
the position within a party organisation that defines who is a member and who 
is not. The exercise of membership within factions entitles a person to be a 
fully participating party member. Cells focused on the collective activity of 
members, while factions focus on individual connections between members 
and leaders. Thus, political participation is individualised within factions, 
which allows the practice pattern to develop.  As a result, the political culture 
within a faction is based on the practice pattern rather than the institutional 
pattern. The institutional pattern remains as a secondary culture used in formal 
spaces for guiding the participation of the base membership, and interaction 
between militants. 
 
The current factions were the result of party division in 1979, and they show 
the two patterns of political cultures as part of their structures of political 
participation. The first pattern, institutional pattern, was used by base 
membership who remained in Chile for framing their ideal of democracy and 
SOXUDOLVP GXULQJ 3LQRFKHW¶V GLFWDWRUVKLS 7KH VHFRQG SDWWHUQ WKH Sractice 
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pattern, was used by the exiled leadership for securing strategic goals against 
3LQRFKHW¶V UHJLPH 3HUVSHFWLYH RI ,QVXUJHQF\ DQG 1HJRWLDWHG 5XSWXUH
Factions reorganised themselves based on leadership decisions within the 
internal balance of power rather than political discussion coming from those 
VWUDWHJLHV )DFWLRQV¶ PHPEHUV DQG OHDGHUV VKDUH ERWK SDWWHUQV ZLWKRXW DQ\
difference among the factions. The institutional pattern is used for defining 
political participation in terms of the way it should be. It is stressed by the base 
membership in formal structures, including those members who are part of the 
IDFWLRQV¶ EDVHV 7KXV LW LV WKRXJKW E\ WKH SDUW\ PHPEHUVKLS WKDW WKLV SDWWHUQ
represents the system of solidarity and the idea of a community of equals inside 
the party. This idea of a community of equals is reproduced within the formal 
spaces of meeting such as assemblies or congresses by the socialist base 
membership. The practice pattern is used by contrast by communal, regional 
and national leaders when meet to decide issues regarding faction behaviour or 
inter-faction agreements. These are closed and limited spaces, in which the 
base membership adopts the dominant pattern. Meanings about power and 
authority embedded in the practice pattern are openly criticised by the base 
PHPEHUVKLS LQ WKH SDUW\¶V GRFXPHQWDWLRQ DQG LQ SXEOLF PHHWLQJV VXFK DV
congress. However, when it is used in closes spaces of decision making, the 
base membership does not use the institutional pattern to counteract the 
dominant culture, and within factions, the practice pattern is mostly accepted 
 
 
Socialist Renewal weakened the party membership because it de-structured 
collective association and turned collective bargaining into individual 
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bargaining. As a result, the system of solidarity weakened in relation to the 
system of interest. Membership norms became more lax, with the result that 
factions strengthened their role within the party. This enhanced the role of the 
faction as the main space for political participation. Factions are the places in 
which the membership and leadership determine how relationships are shaped 
inside the party. Factions express how party members understand political 
relations and political practices.  Most of the interviewees were, or are, part of 
factions (almost all of them are still part of their factions).  They agreed that it 
was complicated for members who are not part of a faction to be part of any 
election or to develop a political career as party leaders. 
 
³:DVLWLPSRUWDQWIRU\RXUFDQGLGDFy to be a faction member?  
Absolutely.   
For your counsellor candidacy?  
I had support... look, how can I explain it to you? It was important perhaps at that time 
that I had very important support from Camilo  (Camilo Escalona, the faction 
leader´&DUROina Rey, Valparaiso). 
 
³)URP P\ SRLQW RI YLHZ IDFWLRQV DUH QRW LGHRORJLFDO 7KH\ DUH OLNH D KRXVH RU DQ
umbrella. Factions are the place of belonging. If you do not have this type of house, 
you're nobody inside the PSCh. You're a recruitment form. If you do not have this 
umbrella, you're nobody. Nobody recognizes you, you are not contacted for anything. 
7KDW LV WR VD\ WKLV XPEUHOOD WKH IDFWLRQ  LV WKH KRPH ZKHUH \RX FRPH IURP´ 
(Carolina Carrera, Santiago) 
 
³<RX ILQG D PHPEHU ZKR FDQ EH SDUW\ PHPEHU EXt (s)he is basically a faction 
member. First you are a faction member because the meetings which you attend are 
faction meetings. These meetings are not party meetings. When someone says to you 
³1R,ZDVLQDIDFWLRQPHHWLQJ´LWLVEHFDXVHWKHUHDUHQRWJenerally party meetings. 
7KHUHLVQRVSDFHIRUWKHSDUW\WRZRUNDVDSDUW\´.(Cecilia Suarez, Santiago). 
 
 
 
There are not theoretical or ideological differences between the factions. 
Rather, they are hierarchical spaces of power where political relations between 
the membership and leadership are played out. These relations are shaped by 
the practice pattern. This pattern reinforces the compartmentalization and 
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individualization of relations between members and leaders, sidelining the 
establishment of forms of collectivity and solidarity in favour of a system of 
interest.  
 
There is therefore a deep division between members and leaders in the PSCh, 
based on the different systems used by membership and elites for political 
participation, one linked to democracy and pluralism, and the second group 
linked to hierarchical and authoritarian power which is able to co-opt 
participation. The following quotation highlights the division between 
members and leaders. 
 
³7KHVHSDUDWLRQEHWZHHQWKHEDVHVDQGWKHVWUXFWXUHIRr decision-making is very large 
(...) It is not the same in the PSCh because it is not applied to the structure. (Bachelet) 
has not made an impact on the PSCh structure. The great division between members 
DQGOHDGHUVFRQWLQXHV´. (Paula Quintana, Valparaiso) 
 
Roberts (1998) and Motta (2008) have researched the deepening of divisions 
between the PSCh has been divided into an elite and grassroots members since 
the 1990s. These divisions are maintained by factions due to the impact of 
socio-economic changes in Chile (the neoliberal model) which disarticulated 
political relations based on collective actors such as trade unions. As a result, 
political relations became more individualised. The party took into account 
these changes when it introduced the network type of membership. 
Consequently, individualised political relations between party members were 
enhanced. This issue reinforced factions as the main space for political 
participation because their organisations facilitated and strengthened the 
individual connections between members and leaders. Consequently, the 
system of interest predominates over the system of solidarity in those spaces. 
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The importance of factional membership means that the life-stories of party 
members play a significant role when members decide to become a party 
member and to integrate into a faction. This is because faction members do not 
have ideological connections between them. Members do not become faction 
members for ideological reasons. But they share the socialist political cultures 
and consequently, the meanings embedded in them. Most of the base 
membership shares the ideas of pluralism and democracy of the institutional 
pattern, and accept the authoritarianism and elite hegemony over decision 
making coming from the practice pattern.  Their decisions to belong a faction 
are the result of shared life experiences and family background (e.g. parents, 
VLEOLQJV )RU H[DPSOH D IDFWLRQ¶V PHPEHUV PD\ KDYH EHHQ PHPEHUV RI WKH
same clandestine cell during the Pinochet dictatorship, or they were integrated 
to a particular faction by socialist friends. The two political cultures are 
understood by faction members because of these particular linkages, both when 
they interact together in formal spaces, and when they experience the more 
authoritarian power embedded in the practice pattern inside their factions. 
Consequently, social linkages reinforce the way in which participation is 
framed, maintaining the division between the two political cultures. Also, 
context and personal circumstances play a role in that decision. Therefore, 
individual and personal experience is the basis for both factional membership 
and party membership. These issues are reflected in the following quotations, 
which describe why PSCh members are both faction and party members. 
 
³7KHUH LV SRZHU PDQDJHPHQW LQVLGH IDFWLRQV EXW WKHUH DUH DOVR UHDO QHWZRUNV
generated among people who have been together for years in their lives. They have 
done things together, suffered together because in some way we are all human, what 
you were sa\LQJSHRSOH´( Carmen Andrade, Santiago,) 
 
³0\IDWKHUZDVDXQLRQOHDGHURI(O7HQLHQWHPLQHHYHQWKRXJKKHZDVQRWDVRFLDOLVW
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+HKDGVWURQJOLQNDJHVZLWKXQLRQRUODERXULVVXHV´ (Ricardo Nuñez, Santiago). 
 
³7KHGD\,ZDVERUQ,EHFDPHDVRFLDOLVWThey were operating on my mother in the 
operating theatre, and in the hall of the hospital, my father, who was a regional 
secretary of the Party in Osorno, was having a meeting with the regional committee. In 
RWKHUZRUGV,ZDVERUQVRFLDOLVW´ (Cecilia Suarez, Santiago). 
  
³,I,DPKRQHVW,EHFDPHDVRFLDOLVWEHFDXVHRIVRFLDOQHWZRUNV6RPHIULHQGV at that 
time were closer to and worked closely with the Christian Left, but my cell had 
stronger linkages with the Socialist Youth Federation (FJS). I became a member 
EHFDXVHLGHRORJLFDOO\,ZDVDOHIWLVWZRPDQRU,GHILQHGP\VHOIDVDOHIWLVWZRPDQ´ 
(Carolina Carrera, Santiago) 
 
Social class is another factor which has an impact on faction formation. 
Members of the party note that there is a clear distinction between the social 
background of the members and leaders of factions. Some of the factions have 
a mainly middle-class composition while others have a strong working-class 
membership, as is shown in the following quotations. 
 
 
³,WLVWKHSOHEHLDQ36&KP\3SCh, it is the PSCh of Michelle Bachelet, Carlos Lorca. 
The MAPU world was a world with more links to the elite. This is not a mechanical 
division. The coup hit them less because they had social networks that protected them. 
It was very difficult to think that a leader of MAPU did not have at least one priest 
uncle, or a relative in the right wing that (s)he could go to for aid. Generally they 
(MAPUs) came from private schools. In other words, their (MAPU) exile was an exile 
where they arrived at the airport in Amsterdam and they could ask in English where 
WKHH[LWLV´ (Osvaldo Puccio, Santiago). 
 
³7KH1HZ/HIWZDV WKH OHIWZLQJRI WKHSDUW\XQWLO LW WRRNSRZHUDQG WKLV LV
very traditional in the Socialist Party. This is a faction which arises from below and 
QDPHGWKHPVHOYHVDVWKH1HJULWRVWKHPRESHRSOH´(Sergio Aguilo, Santiago). 
 
 
Similarly to Chilean society, membership and leadership maintained class 
divisions within factions.  Some of the factions have mainly middle class 
backgrounds (Socialist Renovation), while others have more members coming 
IURP ZRUNLQJ FODVVHV IRUPHU $OPH\GLVWD¶V JURXSV 7KLV W\SH RI FODVV
characterisation was the result of 1979 division, when most of the working 
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class party remained in Chile and middle classes elites left the country to live 
in exile. Consequently, the two socialist groups seen during 1979 to 1990 were 
also identified with certain social backgrounds. The inclusion of MAPU 
SDUWLFXODUO\ UHLQIRUFHGVRPHRI WKHFODVVGLIIHUHQFHVDVPRVWRI WKH0$38¶V
members were middle class. This particular group reinforced differentiations 
between the political elite and the base membership, creating the idea that there 
are class elites within the political elite. These factors have reinforced the 
practice pattern, basing political participation not in a community of equals, but 
on a hierarchy rooted in social background which exists even within the 
factions. 
  
 
According to Gamboa and Salcedo (2009), PSCh factions are closer to factions 
for interest rather than factions for principles as defined by Giovanni Sartori. 
Members meet periodically, and they organise together to work towards 
achievements and keep channels of communication open. In addition, factions 
are recognised by the rest of the members of the party. Both authors conclude 
that factions are relevant to understanding internal and external decisions. 
Although I agree about the relevance of factions when it comes to 
understanding party conduct, this study also argues that factions are the basic 
structure of political participation inside the party. Factions behave as strongly 
organised groups. They are organised in accordance with the committee 
structure of the party (communal, regional and national committees), in order 
to facilitate the full integration of all members within the party. Each level has 
factional leaders who lead faction committees, and represent their members 
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among national leaders of the factions. Taking this description into 
consideration, it is argued that factions behave like machines in DuveUJHU¶V
understanding, and they control political participation inside the party. The 
PSCh statutes prohibit factions, allowing only the existence of discussion 
groups [Corrientes de opinion]. However, factions keep their relevance with 
respect to participation inside the party due to the fact that they are traditional 
and are formed as networks and mechanisms to maintain political power. 
Consequently, factions are defined as spaces of power and negotiation rather 
than spaces for theoretical discussion. Members of the party describe them as 
spaces of negotiation in a negative sense, because they try to homogenise the 
SDUW\¶V FRQGXFW &R-optation is used by faction leaders in order to discipline 
party members. These characteristics reinforce the practice pattern, isolating 
base members inside these informal organisations, and preventing them from 
re-constructing a collective sense of party membership. Factions effectively 
prevent the establishment of a new community of equals, by creating 
distinctions between socialist members. They are no longer equal members 
with the same rights, but depend for advancement on hierarchically organised 
factions, which might push them into a position in a public administration or 
nominate them for electoral competition either within or outside the party.  
7KDW LV WKH UHDVRQ RI IDFWLRQ¶V PHPEHUVKLS DPRQJ PHPEHUV )DFWLRQ¶V
objective is to achieve control and manage political power within the party, as 
these quotations demonstrate. 
 
³7KH SKHQRPHQRQ ZKLFKKDV RFFXUUHG LV WKDW IDFWLRQs are structured around leaders 
who hold certain amounts of power. These leaders are surrounded by people without 
anything to contribute. These people have a lot of economic needs. Therefore, factions 
DUHJURXSVIRUVKDULQJSRZHU´(Paddy Ahumada, Valparaiso). 
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³,WKLQNWKDWIDFWLRQVWRGD\GRQRWKDYHDQLGHRORJLFDOFRQQRWDWLRQUDWKHUWKH\JURXSV
for sharing power. This is not in the negative sense, but factions do not have a 
FOHDYDJH PDUNHG E\ LGHRORJLFDO SRVLWLRQV , GR QRW VHH WKDW´ (Ricardo Solari, 
Santiago). 
 
³*UDGXDOO\ WKH WROHUDQFH IRU GLIIHUHQFH ZDV GHFUHDVLQJ 7KH WROHUDQFH IRU WKLQNLQJ
differently was reduced. Then a unique monolithic structure was increasingly 
GHYHORSLQJ´(Paula Quintana, Valparaiso). 
 
³7KH IDFWLRQV KDYH VKDSHG D PDMRULW\ ZKLFK is ruling the party. This majority is 
excluding the minorities without taking into account their numerical significance or 
the disruptive effects of this behaviour. Most of the time (the party) has exercised 
undemocratic procedures to impose its preferred FDQGLGDWHV´ (Roberto Irribarra, 
Valparaiso). 
 
 
The above quotations underline how the practice pattern present within the 
factions frames participation, restricting spaces for participation and opinion 
and replacing them by monolithic structures. The practice pattern remains the 
dominant political culture because the presence of factions facilitates its 
reproduction by leaders. Authoritarian and hierarchical meanings of power are 
reinforced, largely unchallenged by the base membership, because their 
participation within the party is already fragmented by the system of interest 
present in the factions. Base members cling to the institutional pattern in 
formal spaces as offering the hope of a return to a community of equals.   
However, within the factions, power relations are framed by the practice 
pattern.  
 
Factions organise parallel bureaucracies for electoral reasons. Therefore, there 
is a tension between formal and factional organisation, due to factions having 
established oligarchic bureaucracies (Duverger, 1967), using informal types of 
organisation within the party. Factions have created informal organisations at 
each level, parallel to the formal organisation of the party. The following 
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diagram shows the way in which the organisation of factions has developed. 
Each faction has an organisation at national, regional and local levels. These 
levels of organisation are connected to the party organisation in order to 
represent factions within the committees. All the factions have a national 
organisation which is in charge of leading each faction. This organisation is 
usually based in Santiago. 
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As I previously stated factional participation is driven by the practice pattern. 
Factions demonstrate co-optation and authoritarianism as patterns of political 
participation. The relationship between members and leaders is characterised 
by individual goals, which permits the use of the practice pattern. The presence 
of individual goals allows the introduction of clientelism. Clientelism in this 
VWXG\ LV GHILQHG DFFRUGLQJ WR 3DQHELDQFR¶V XQGHUVWDQGLQJ RI VHOHFWLYH DQG
collective incentives. Clientelism is defined as the exclusive distribution of 
VHOHFWLYH LQFHQWLYHV IURP OHDGHUV WR PHPEHUV LQ RUGHU WR DVVXUH OHDGHUV¶
positions. These selective incentives took the form of positions in the State 
administration, as well as candidacies for city council elections (as mayors or 
councillors). Collective incentives are replaced by selective incentives between 
leaders and members for internal electoral purposes. Therefore, an individual 
link between leaders and members has replaced collective connections between 
party members. Clientelism is a consequence of highly individualised power 
relations introduced due to neoliberal trends within the party, mixed with 
authoritarian practices. Clientelism is found in the relationship between 
members and leaders, and it centres on the distribution of public posts from 
leaders to members.  The following quotations support this argument: 
 
³7RGD\ WKH6ocialist Party has a culture of clientelism, and I do not exclude myself 
from being partly responsible for that. It is a centralized structure of clientelism, a 
mixture of authoritarianism with clientelism, which prevails today in the PSCh. I name 
this conceptualization authoritarian clientelism. This characteristic of authoritarian 
clientelism has undermined the libertarian culture, and it has distorted factions so that 
they have become leaders. (Factions comprise) the leader and the followers and are 
not JURXSVIRULQWHUQDOGLVFXVVLRQ´ (Gonzalo Martner, Santiago). 
 
³&OLHQWHOLVPKDVEHHQSUHVHQWLQWKHIRUPDWLRQRIIDFWLRQV  Factions are not discussion 
groups, but they are groups for getting close to a large trunk that can be powerful for 
negotiating the prevalence of a particular sector. Opinion does not prevail inside 
factions, but power in its different dimensions, including the possibility of finding a 
MREGRHVSUHYDLO´ (Paula Quintana, Valparaíso). 
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³7RGD\EHLQJRXWRISRZHUWKH6RFLDOLVW3DUW\Kas to work out what it is going to do. I 
think it generated a strong clientelistic force´ (Carlos Ominami, Santiago) 
 
 
Clientelism within the factions has permitted the development of informal 
types of membership, which are based on individual relationships between 
leaders and members. This type of membership centres on electoral tasks and 
the main target is to improve electoral effectiveness and keep factional 
influence inside the party. This is the case of operador [Vote Collectors]. This 
is an informal type of membership not found in the party statutes. The 
interviewees describe it as a type of membership which is part of the traditional 
power relationship inside the factions. This informal type of membership is 
carried on by specific members who are committed to this post for most of 
their partisan life. The presence of this informal role demonstrates the nature of 
the practice pattern, which has deepening hierarchical relations between 
members and leaders. This role shows the dependency between members and 
leaders in a hierarchical position inside the faction; a position which is secured 
by the use of the practice pattern. Additionally, this role is needed because the 
faction and leaders need to keep their power in order to participate in the party. 
Thus, the institution of informal roles preserves the factions as structures for 
decision making. The operador focuses on maintaining positive electoral 
results for factions, and maintaining their political influence, as the following 
quotations state. 
 
³1RZZe have the operadores. The concept of operador is something absolutely new 
in socialist culture. (S)He is calculating the percentages of how many people are 
(inside the faction). (S)He is the calculator. Therefore, why are you going to vote 
because a priori you know how many people your faction has? That issue gives you a 
percentage and that percentage is equivalent to the members which your faction is 
JRLQJWRKDYHRQWKH3ROLWLFDO&RPPLWWHH´ (Cecilia Suarez, Santiago) 
 
³7KHVH SUDFWLFHV DUH RQO\ UHSOLFDWHd locally. Operdores or vote collectors serve to 
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FROOHFWIRUVWURQJOHDGHUVKLSV´(Mario Mandiola, Viña del Mar). 
 
³7KHVRFLDOLVWOHDGHUVGHGLFDWHWKHPVHOYHVHLWKHUWRSDUOLDPHQWRUWRDPLQLVWHUDQGWKH
base is in the hands of Operadores. There is no party life and when I say to you party 
OLIH , PHDQ WKH SDUW\ OLIH ZLWKLQ FHOOV RU ZLWKLQ WKH ORFDO FRPPXQLW\´ (Carolina 
Carrera, Santiago). 
 
 
The operador expresses a clientelistic political relation between militants and 
members which is built into the factions. These political relations are 
understood as being an unequal exchange between leaders and members, in 
which the distribution of individual incentives is for the benefit of leaders 
rather than for the group. The operador represents one way in which political 
relations are organised according to the benefits that members gain from 
leaders inside and outside the party. The operador is described as part of the 
electoral machine of the factions, who is responsible for ensuring electoral 
results. The acarreo [bussing of voters] is the common duty of the operador 
during the elections. This duty involves the mass transportation of voters to the 
party headquarters or to wherever elections take place. Therefore, political 
participation is determined by the benefits that members could get from 
factional leaders. This could be used as a reason for members to support 
leaders in elections. These benefits depend on the electoral result that the 
faction could achieve. This demonstrates that the hierarchical nature of power 
relations supported by the practice pattern tends to foster clientelistic linkages 
between members and leaders within factions, focussed on gaining individual 
goals such as positions in public offices. This particular characteristic has 
deepened the deSHQGHQF\ EHWZHHQ D IDFWLRQ¶V OHDGHUV DQG PHPEHUV 7KH
following quotations support this argument. 
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³7KRVH operadores work here purchasing votes during election times. The acarreo 
works. You knew that. I can name them one by one. I can say this guy was political 
operador, who sold votes and now he is a board member of the party. I have seen the 
bad practices and know them. I am not going to say that it does not happen. Vote 
buying occurs. The acarreo on buses on Sundays happens even now. In other words, I 
am sorry because this is not a real party. For me a real party is not a party where 
VRPHRQH JLYHV \RX  TXLG EHFDXVH VRPHRQH UHJLVWHUHG \RX DV D SDUW\ PHPEHU´ 
(Carolina Carrera, Santiago) 
 
 
³$QGIRUZKRPGLGWKHPHPEHUVYRWH")RUWKRVHZKRWKH\VDZRQ79" 
I believe that the members do not even go ... There is a lot of acarreo QRZDGD\V´
(Carolina Rey, Valparaiso) 
 
³:HOO if we have to define the types of membership: first you have the acarreado, 
who registered and will always be available just for voting. This member is 
responding to someone and you're going to go look for him during elections. This is 
the acarreadoVKHLVWKHPHPEHUWRZKRP\RXJLYHWKHQDPH¶VOLVW(plantilla71) with 
WKHQDPHRIZKRPVKHKDVWRYRWHIRU´ (Cecilia Suarez, Santiago) 
 
 
Factions have therefore embedded the practice pattern of political participation 
within the PSCh, fostering hierarchical power relations between members and 
leader, and strengthening the position of leaders within factions.  The 
hierarchical nature of these relDWLRQV DQG WKH QHHG WR PDLQWDLQ D IDFWLRQ¶V
influence, have made it necessary to develop informal types of membership 
other than those listed in the statutes in order to secure the elites' position 
within the faction, and the influence of the faction itself. As one of the previous 
quotations states, faction and leader are now merged together. Factions are not 
structures for political discussion, but structures where leaders secure their 
position within the party. The practice pattern shapes participation within 
factions and allows leaders to reinforce their dominant position inside these 
structures. As I previously state, the institutional pattern is not found in this 
informal structures, but in the formal one where members are able to maintain 
                                                          
71
  The names list (in Spanish Plantilla) refers to the practice where Operadores give a 
paper with the name of candidates whom party members have to vote for. 
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this pattern and to use it when they have to take part in this structures. 
However, both patterns present highly gendered forms of participation, as I 
previously highlighted. The following section considers how both the practice 
and institutional patterns impact on the participation of women. 
Gender and Power Relations 
 
As I previously stated, both patterns of political cultures maintain gendered 
relations within factions and the formal organisation.  Socialist politicas 
reproduced both patterns within political factions and formal structures, with 
WKHUHVXOWWKDWEDUULHUVWRZRPHQ¶VSDUWLFLSDWLRQZHUHVWUHQJWKHQHG7KLVVHFWLRQ
centres on the way in which both patterns frame those genders relations.  
 
Gender divisions among members were apparent before 1973 in most of the 
left of the party. Female participation mainly occurred on separate committees 
focused on the traditional caretaking role of women, which was replicated in 
female participation inside political parties. Female members of the party 
claimed that the gender issue was introduced by party members in 1990. 
However, women were absent from most spaces of electoral competition such 
as city councils, the national congress and internal elections, due to the 
patriarchal background of the party. This gendered background is still apparent, 
and it is linked to male understandings of power relations, particularly 
authoritarianism. These ideas are identified through patterns of practice that 
reinforce authoritarian models of political participation. The following 
quotation refers to the gendered background of the party: 
³, ZDV VD\LQJ WR \RX WKDW , WROG \RX WKDW WKHUH LV D OLWWOH PRYHPHQW LQ WKH DQDO\VLV
Actually the Socialist Party had a patriarchal culture in its forms, beyond speeches.  
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The party's speeches may be the same, but its practices, the structuring of power 
around a leadership which is very masculine, in practice, a symbol. There was a very 
poor reception around gender issues. Social reality was understood from a social class 
PDWUL[´ (Carmen Andrade, Santiago) 
 
 
The highly individualised form of political participation based on factional 
membership works. Women did not challenge the practice pattern. Socialist 
politicas are unlikely to establish solidarity linkages amongst them in order to 
challenge the male leadership within factions and formal structure. They frame 
their participation with the institutional pattern in formal structures while they 
use the practice pattern within factions. Most of the women leaders are 
members of factions, although they do not lead them.  They are part of their 
structure and thus they behave similarly to their male counterparts, framing 
their power relations by the practice pattern. They do not effectively challenge 
ideas of male authoritarian power, but reproduce them when in positions of 
power themselves. Ideas about authority, and power embedded in the practice 
pattern is used as a framework for action by politicas in the same way for all 
members of the party, conducted by means of authoritarianism, co-optation and 
elite hegemony over decision making. 
  
Susan Franceschet (2001; 2004; 2005) has written about the division inside the 
feminist movement between políticas and autónomas. This division affects the 
goals that Chilean women defined after the democracy was recovered. As I 
previously stated, Chilean women played an important role in the struggle 
DJDLQVW WKH3LQRFKHW¶V UHJLPH3DUWRI WKLV VWUXJJOHKDGDGLUHFW OLQNZLWK WKH
traditional idea of motherhood, as mothers and daughters of political prisoners 
who disappeared in the VDPH ZD\ WKDW $UJHQWLQH ZRPHQ GLG  7KH ZRPHQ¶V
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movement had a cross-class development which integrated mainly working 
class and middle class organisations. This characteristic created tensions 
DPRQJZRPDQ¶VJRDOVGXHWRWKHIDFWJHQGHULVVXHVZHUHQRWSHrceived through 
a one single frame. The different identities embedded within the movement did 
not approach struggles to democracy and gender equality using a single 
feminist frame, and this eventually weakened movement cohesion (Baldez, 
2003; Chuchryk 1994).  In the same way, politicas did not challenge the 
dominant political meaning about power and participation inside political 
institutions, and they do not collectivise their actions, creating effective 
feminist solidarities inside political parties for changing narratives and 
practices about power and membership. This was the case inside the PSCh and 
%DFKHOHW¶V FDQGLGDF\ UHIOHFWHG KRZ politicas adopted conventional forms for 
membership and leadership inside their parties. Bachelet followed the informal 
mode of political participation inside the party (member of a political faction, 
New Left- Nueva Izquierda) and the usual path to internal leadership. 
Autonomas suggested that politicas had to negotiate their feminist goals inside 
the party, and abandoned some of them because PSCh became part of the 
Concertación72. In addition to downplaying feminist goals, politicas did not 
change or challenge the dominant political structures inside the party and 
instead adapted to them, abandoning opportunities for introducing feminist 
meanings inside political practices.  Thus they do not represent a rupture inside 
the political practices and patterns of political participation inside the party. 
Bachelet did not represent a gender victory in a more radical sense. The 
                                                          
72
  For an analysis about feminist policies making, see Haas, Liesl (2010) Feminist Policy 
Making in Chile. The Pennsylvania State University Press, University Park, Pennsylvania. 
 
265 
 
 
 
institutional pattern did not integrate feminist goals within their meanings of 
political participation. Although pluralism and democracy were related to 
JHQGHUGXULQJ%DFKHOHW¶VQRPLQDWLRQWKHSDWWHUQKDVQRWEHHQXVHGWRLQWHJUDWH
more radical gendered meaninJV%DFKHOHW¶VQRPLQDWLRQFDQWKHUHIRUHEHVHHQ
to represent the continuity of male power relations, framed by the practice 
pattern and male strong leadership. 
 
Meanings about authority and power used by politicas came from the patterns 
of political cultures used by the members of the party. Those patterns are 
conducted in individualised spaces of negotiation which undermined collective 
ideas about negotiation and power. Thus, social and moral conservatism are 
among those internal practices of the party which women socialists describe in 
the interviews. Thus the framework used by socialist women in membership 
and leadership is the informal practice pattern in the same way as male 
members, using it also for getting nominations as mandatarias and candidates 
(See Pp269). While base membership politicas may frame their activity by the 
institutional pattern in formal spaces of participation such as assemblies and 
congresses, similar to their male counterparts, they have adopted the practice 
pattern to frame relations between them, rather than attempting to develop a 
feminist community of equals. 
 
Politicas did not develop collective solidarities between women socialists for 
changes from the informal practice pattern for collective participation and to 
replace it with the institutional pattern. Women did not strengthen the links 
among themselves, since few of them integrated into the party elite. Therefore, 
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it is difficult for women to advance within the decision-making organisation, 
and consequently there is a lack of connections between female members of the 
party. Researchers found that women do not exhibit gender solidarity in order 
to increase the political participation of female members. In contrast to their 
male counterparts, women do not create more spaces for other women (Freis, 
2010: 122). According to Corporacion Humanas (2010), the weak position of 
female members within Chilean parties means that there are no strong 
solidarity connections between female members, due to the fact that an alliance 
of female members would be in a weak position to counter male strategies. In 
the PSCh, there is neither the presence of a female faction nor a set of strong 
connections between socialist politicas to develop a faction as part of their 
political participation. Women are not incorporated into party decision-making 
because factional membership depends on private incentives to advance within 
the political elite. Therefore, socialist politicas do not act collectively in order 
to improve their position among the political elite. In contrast, factional 
PHPEHUVKLS ZHDNHQV ZRPHQ¶V JHQGHU SRVLWLRQ DQG UHLQIRUFHV WKH PDOH
gendering of faction leadership; women did not challenge this scenario. 
Socialist politicas KDYHQRWRUJDQLVHGDZRPHQ¶VIDFWLRQWRFRQIURQWSDWULDUFKDO
ideas DERXW SRZHU DQG WKH ³DOO ER\V FOXE´  Politicas continued to pursue 
feminist goals, particularly reproductive rights and electoral quotas, without 
success, and without challenging the institutional framework from a gender 
perspective. Women who were successful in achieving a leadership position 
(mainly mandatarias) did not therefore change the meanings of gendered 
power present in the party, but reproduced and integrated those meanings in 
their internal behaviour. They have therefore been unable to establish effective 
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feminist solidarities to strength their position within the informal structures 
(factions), or to support each other in internal competitions within formal 
structure such as central committees or communal committees. Gendered 
meanings of power which are present in the practice pattern have framed the 
relations of socialist politicas when they are acting inside the factions. 
 
 
In order to confront internal discrimination against internal competition, 
socialist women pushed for the creation of the :RPHQ¶V9LFH-Presidency inside 
the central executive. It was established as a national department focused on 
JHQGHUULJKWV WKH:RPHQ¶V$IIDLUV'HSDUWPHQW ,WZDVDOVRHVWDEOLVKHGDW WKH
regional and communal levels of the party. In addition, a quota law was 
introduced in order to ensure the election of women to the committees. The 
statutes state that no more than 70% of the committees must be formed by one 
gender. Also, on the candidates list, no more than 60% must be represented by 
one gender. Female members of the party felt that the quota law was an 
important achievement. However, the establishment of a quota law could not 
prevent gender discrimination in electoral positions inside the party as well as 
administrative positions in government. The quota law subsequently became an 
agreed ceiling established by factions, which actually prevent more women 
being incorporated into key formal structures such as central committee.  Data 
from the 2010 elections demonstrates that out of 95 elected members to the 
central committee, only 32 were women. Socialist politicas agreed that the 
party had a male-dominated culture, and the following quotes show how quota 
law has been ineffective for improving their participation in formal spaces. 
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³7KH TXRWD LQ WKH HOHFWRUDO SUocess, which was a struggle for women, mainly for 
women who came from the Renovación (PSCh Nuñez), Nany Muñoz, Sole Larrain. So 
it took years to achieve this. First we had 20 (per cent) and then to reach 30 was a 
disaster. And it was a real stretch for male subjects in elections. And those quotas are 
not fulfilled for local elections or for nominations for deputies and senators´ 
(Carolina Carrera, Santiago) 
 
³, ZRXOG OLNH WRKDYH FKDQJHG PRUH EHFDXVH WKH WUXWK LV WKDW LI , ORRNDW WKHERDUG
today, it is entirely male. We have a woman who is vice president of women affairs. It 
ZRXOGEHWRRPXFKWRQRPLQDWHDPDQDVYLFHSUHVLGHQWRIZRPHQDIIDLUV´ (Denisse 
Pascal Allende, Valparaiso). 
 
 
7KH 36&K¶V ZRPHQ¶V SURJUDPPH VXJJHVWV WKDW WKH XQLW\ SURFHVV LQ 
continued the re-composition of patriarchal models of political participation 
inside the party (PSCh, 1994: 18). Parties are viewed as organisations which 
were re-constructed in 1990 based on a re-distribution of power agreed by male 
politicians (Freis, 2010: 114). Additionally, clientelistic conduct and 
membership weakened the position of women in internal competition due to 
WKH IDFW WKDW ZRPHQ KDYH WR IDFH WKHVH SUDFWLFHV RXWVLGH WKH IDFWLRQV¶ LQQHU
circles. As I stated in Chapter 1, informal rules and clientelism wakened the 
position of women within parties. Party gatekeepers and rules and norms 
within the party affect the nomination process in ways detrimental to women. 
Bureaucratically-based systems that have rules guaranteeing women's 
representation are D VLJQLILFDQW DGYDQWDJH ,Q FRQWUDVW ³ZKHQ WKH UXOHV DUH
unwritten it becomes much harder to devise a strategy to break into the inner 
FLUFOH RI SRZHU´ %DOOLQJWRQ DQG 0DWODQG   7KH DEVHQFH RI DQ
institutionalised party system with a dominance of elites allows patronage and 
FOLHQWHOLVP ³ZKHUH FDQGLGDWH UHFUXLWPHQW WHQGV WR EH KLHUDUFKLFDO DQG
dominated by party or faction leaders, reinforced by patriarchy, ethnic ties and 
OR\DOW\´ %DOOLQJWRQ DQG 0DWODQG  3DWURQDJH V\VWHPV DUH QRW
favourable to women. Therefore, clientelistic characteristics impact negatively 
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on women's representation due to the fact that women are usually excluded 
IURP WKH PDOH LQIRUPDO QHWZRUNV ,I WKHUH DUH VRPH ZRPHQ DPRQJ WKLV ³DOO
ER\¶VFOXE´WKH\DUHXQOLNHO\WRVHe the promotion of gender representation as 
a party goal. Socialist politicas do not occupy leadership position which allows 
them to establish informal networks. They might integrate those informal 
networks like other male socialist, securing their positions as mandatarias in 
some opportunities.   As I have argued, women in the PSCh did not challenge 
meanings about authority. But they integrated those gendered meanings to their 
political activity within factions. Women are not part of the decisions made by 
factional leaders to support certain candidates for election. This situation 
reinforces male leadership within the party due to the fact that male politician 
select more male politicians. Women in similar position do not support other 
women, as I was previously state. They rather reinforce male strong leadership 
ZLWKLQ IDFWLRQV EHIRUH WR IRVWHU ZRPHQ OHDGHUVKLSV ZLWKLQ IDFWLRQV¶ HOLWHV
Socialist politicas used the patriarchal meanings of power present in the party 
and link practice pattern to those ideas without challenge or establish any 
solidarity.  The following section explains more in depth how leadership is 
formed within the party, considering challenge for women within socialist 
leadership. 
Mandatarios or new leaders 
 
The process of the individualization of power relations has also been expressed 
in the legitimacy of leadership since the 1990s. Since its founding, the PSCh 
has been characterized as having strong leadership, which also gave life to 
factions. As I previously stated, leaders use the system of interest to frame their 
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participation. This system has been present among the leadership since the 
party's foundation. However, it was balanced by a system of solidarity when 
the collective identification of party goals was a stronger feature of political 
activity. The disruption of this balance facilitated the formation of two separate 
political cultures since 1979.  The base membership continued to identify 
themselves with the institutional pattern, while the elites conceptualise their 
power relations through the practice pattern. Both patterns are used to 
legitimise members and leaders, both within factions as well as in more formal 
organisations. In this section I centre particular on the leadership. 
 
Common life experiences and a political career inside the party characterise the 
current faction leaders. These are members who are recognised as traditional 
leaders of the party, members of the party who started their participation in the 
socialist youth membership, and are recognised as historicos [historical 
members] by the rest of the members.  Members who came from other political 
groups are named as no-historicos [non-historical members], and the members 
PDNH D GLVWLQFWLRQ EHWZHHQ WKHP 7KLV GLIIHUHQFH LPSDFWV RQ IDFWLRQV¶
leadership due to the faFWWKDWIDFWLRQV¶OHDGHUVWHQGWREHPDLQO\historicos. In 
addition, historico members have an advantage during electoral campaigns 
because it is easier for them to gain support from party members. The division 
between historicos and no-historicos refers beck to the nature of the PSCh 
before 1973, distinguishing between those members who were socialists before 
the coup, and those members from other parties who were integrated after 
1973. The base membership tends to see in historicos the possibility of a return 
to system of solidarity and the community of equals. They tend to think that 
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no-historicos have changed the party's meanings about participation, 
introducing the practice pattern. Thus, the base membership that remained in 
&KLOHGXULQJ3LQRFKHW¶VGLFWatorship tends to support those members who are 
historicos.  The following quotations highlight these issues: 
 
³The factions are led by historical leaders of the Party. The Mega-Tendencia is led by 
Nuñez or by me because I can consider myself as part of the socialist heritage. Well, 
we went together with Nuñez. Escalona leads the Nueva Izquierda with Andrade who 
also comes from the historical branch of the party. The Terceristas are led by Solari, a 
socialist who has been a socialist since he was a child, like other leaders such as Jaime 
Pérez de Arce, Raul Diaz, Luciano´ (Marcelo Schilling, Valparaiso) 
 
³There has always been this tension, these things are not said and they are strongly 
HPEHGGHGLQWKHSDUW\¶VFXOWXUH Those things are not said openly in meetings It's like 
the históricos theme. Anyone who is not an historical member has not had the same. 
(S)he does not follow the rules of the game or he or she will not have the same 
opportunities to have his or her views heard´.(Paula Quintana, Valparaiso). 
 
³I have only ever being a member of the Socialist Party, which in the internal jargon is 
known as historical socialists. By family tradition, my grandfather was also a socialist 
and my father too´. (Ernesto Aguila, Santiago) 
 
 
Socialist Renewal increased the individualization of power relations, which 
resulted in the concentration of power in the hands of strong personalities 
(Rehren, 1999). Therefore, strong leadership groupings are enhanced inside the 
party due to the relevance of factions in the exercise and practice of 
membership. As a result, a growing process of gentrification is identifiable in 
PSCh political activity. The gentrification of decision-making is found in the 
different committees (communal, regional and national). Elites dominate 
decision-making inside the party at each level. This gentrification in decision-
making takes shape in the figure of the mandatario, a role within the leadership 
introduced to the party during the 1990s. It represents the way in which leaders 
are legitimised within the party. The party leaders are not only legitimate 
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within the organization, but become more legitimate when they become 
mandatarios. This role ensures that leaders play an important function for the 
party, but outside its organization. 
 
The figure of the Mandatario is related to the role of party members in the 
State bureaucracy over the 20 years of Concertación administration. Several 
members of the party became bureaucratic officers, empowered to represent the 
party in the State administration. However, this new type of leadership was 
also a consequence of the political relations found in the party from 1990 to 
2010. Individualised political practices became central to party integration as a 
consequence of the impact of neoliberalism on the membership, particularly on 
the gentrification process in power relations. The name Mandatario identifies 
individuals who have an influential position inside factional power relations. 
This leadership status allows party members to have more influence over 
factional activity from a local, regional or national position. 
 
Party statutes describe mandatarios as party members who have a role outside 
WKH SDUW\ 7KH\ DUH GHILQHG DV ³SDUW\ PHPEHUV ZKR KDYH SXEOLF UROHV ZLWK
political relevance for the party such as members of the National Congress, 
mayors, city councillors, regional councillors, trade union leaders, student 
XQLRQ OHDGHUV DQG QHLJKERXUKRRG OHDGHUV´ 36&K  $UW   +RZHYHU
PSCh members usually confer the status of mandatario on those who represent 
the party in the State apparatus or are party representatives in the National 
Congress and city councils. 
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Another characteristic of the mandatarios is that the party influenced their 
nomination for that role. Mandatarios reproduce the system of interest. This 
type of membership conflicts with the community of equals because it 
intensified hierarchy within the PSCh. Members are no longer held as equals, 
so the support for strengthening the system of solidarity diminishes. 
Consequently, these types of members are not identified with a system of 
solidarity.  Mandatarios need to be part of a faction in order to be nominated 
within it.  When they achieve this position, they tend to reproduce the practice 
patterns exercised by the existing leadership within their factions. They entered 
the political elite at communal, regional and national level, and are supported 
by the main faction leaders. Thus, mandatarios adopt the practice pattern 
because they identify themselves as part of the elite. In addition, mandatario 
leadership is not practised inside the party organisation, but inside factions and 
in other spaces where they fulfil their role, such as State offices, National 
Congress or city councils. Therefore, this establishes a clear distinction 
between members named mandatarios and other members who have political 
roles in each level of party organisation. This distinction is based on the 
development of a parallel structure, which is linked to factional power relations 
when a political decision is made. Therefore, the party has leaders elected by 
party elections, and mandatarios. It is possible to observe a tension in this 
differentiation of leaders, due to the fact that only some of these leaders have 
real power inside the party. The statutes define the party organisation as the 
space for practising membership. Elections are the established mechanism to 
select internal officers. However, the mandatarios could be likened to 
'XYHUJHU¶V LQQHU FLUFOH $V D UHVXOW SDUW\ RIILFHUV GR QRW GULYH WKH SDUW\ LQ
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SUDFWLFH 'XYHUJHU¶V argument about the selection of leaders and officers 
describes an autocratic tendency inside parties in which there is a mixture of 
election and co-optation. It is possible to find this tendency in the relationship 
between members and mandatarios because mandatarios are also faction 
leaders. This tension was found between the two bureaucracies because the 
mandatarios might co-opt political decisions coming from party officers. In 
this sense, mandatarios FRXOG EH SHUFHLYHG DV EHLQJ PHPEHUV RI 'XYHUJHU¶V
³LQQHU FLUFOHV´  -168). These inner circles reproduce the practice 
pattern within factions. New members who have been named mandatarios 
frame their power relations with other members using this pattern. Thus the 
practice pattern is reinforced, diminishing the influence of the institutional 
pattern, which it is not used by the new leaders. 
 
 
One consequence of the presence of mandatarios and their position within a 
hierarchy is a tension between titular leaders and real leaders, as outlined by 
Duverger. The PSCh is an example of such a situation of tension between real 
leaders and formal leaders. This tension is a consequence of power relations 
established between the political elite and party members. It is based on the 
tension between the system of interest and the system of solidarity. While the 
formal leaders (party officers) represent the community of equals and the 
meanings of the system of solidarity, the real leaders are embedded in the 
system of interest and the practice pattern. Real leaders represent hierarchical 
relations and authoritarian power. Titular leaders represent the community of 
equals and participation based on pluralism and democracy. 
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As was suggested in Chapter One, Duverger (1967) identifies two categories of 
leaders inside parties: titular leaders, who are democratically elected (e.g. 
Members of the National Congress), and real leaders, referred to as bosses by 
the author, who hold political power. Both types of leadership have different 
spaces of practice. Titular leaders act within formal structures, while the bosses 
act within informal structures (factions). Titular leaders enjoy power in theory, 
while bosses hold power in real terms. In the case of the PSCh, bosses are in a 
position to reinforce and reproduce the dominant practice pattern. The titular 
leaders (party officials) are not able to challenge this or to reassert the 
dominance of the institutional pattern.  Bosses are in charge of machines which 
are not democratically organised and are appointed through co-optation. It is 
possible to identify a tension inside the PSCh using Duverger's understanding 
of leadership, due to the fact that mandatarios are identified as bosses, and 
party officers as titular leaders. In addition, inside factions it is possible to see 
that faction leaders behave as titular leaders and bosses. Therefore, faction 
leaders become bosses inside the party due to the fact that they hold most of 
the political power.  PSCh factions are machines which integrate titular and 
real leaders to drive their political relations. Due to the fact that factions 
integrate both types of leadership, factions are reinforced as machines because 
they are the main spaces in which decisions are made, and party policy-making 
is conducted by informal party leaders. The following quotations support this 
argument: 
 
³During this period the machine has been dedicated to building a parallel space where 
decisions are made, a parallel space where the cake is divided. Due to the fact that for 
20 years (PSCh) was in the government, it fulfils this role.  It was not in terms of 
building its own force, building your structure, your position. The flags were 
abandoned, Latin Americanism was abandoned. The essence of PSCh was abandoned 
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and it was abandoned for pragmatism´. (Cecilia Suarez, Santiago). 
 
³I also believe that (political differences between factions) went missing and they 
were transformed into power management mechanisms´. (Carmen Andrade, 
Santiago). 
 
The mandatarios and the party officer shared positions on each of those 
committees. Although mandaratios have fewer rights than party officers, they 
could attend all meetings. Normal members do not have this right. The 
presence of mandatarios at each level of party organisation shows how 
Michels' concept of co-optation is instantiated in the PSCh. Co-optation could 
be centred particularly on the party organisation in order to ensure that party 
GHFLVLRQVDGRSWHGE\RIILFHUVIROORZPDQGDWDULRV¶DJUHHPHQWV,QDGGLWLRQWKLV
type of co-optation could be linked to the need to assure party obedience. 
Therefore, the presence of mandatarios within the party organisation could be 
OLQNHG WR WKH LQQHU FLUFOH
V VXSHUYLVLRQ RI RIILFHUV¶ FRQGXFW 3UDFWLFH SDWWHUQV
particularly co-optation and authoritarianism, are integrated by mandatarios in 
power relations with factional members and titular leaders. Thus, the practice 
pattern is reproduced at all levels of the party by mandatarios, who lead 
factions at communal and regional levels. This allows the pattern to remain the 
dominant culture in the structures where decisions are made. The institutional 
pattern is relegated to a secondary position, used in formal spaces by the 
membership and party officers, who do not take part in key political decision-
making. The base membership is not in a position to challenge the practice 
pattern as the dominant culture because it is not able to apply pressure for a 
change inside the spaces where decisions are made. 
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Therefore, political participation is practised according to individual 
relationships between leaders and members, and governed by elitist power 
relations. This type of membership can be linked with the inner circle practices 
among mandatarios and their role inside party factions. Leadership is, 
therefore, legitimate within the faction, but not necessarily within the Party, 
because the mandatario has a role outside party organizations. Leadership is 
developed outside the party, where members developed their political activity 
in sites such as city councils, the National Congress or the civil service. 
Mandatarios are a good example of the way in which power relations are 
developed in a highly factionalised party. This practice modifies membership 
structures and deepens clientelistic connections between members and leaders, 
due to the fact that this relationship is based on the distribution of benefits 
between the two groups for electoral purposes, with the objective of 
maintaining the influence of leaders within the party. This issue is highlighted 
by the following quotations: 
 
³Currently the domestic political culture has that bad habit of putting people in the 
same box for domestic electoral contests, and from here they jump to elected office. 
What I have frequently noticed is the fact that people who have been working in the 
government turn the party into party of State officials´.  Francisco Diaz, Santiago). 
 
³Inside the party, disputes resulted in quarrels for control of power within the party to 
gain control of government posts, when the party was in power´. (Roberto Irribarra, 
Valparaiso). 
 
³I think so, I think bureaucracy and clientelism are associated with the long period of 
participation in the government´. (Ricardo Solari, Santiago). 
 
³The management of internal power gives you the ability to control the administration 
of power within the state, and within the city council. We refer to it as the public 
sector. It does not matter whether it is government, regional government or municipal 
government; it is ultimately in the public sector. This allows you to place your people, 
and these people are those who collect votes for you in internal elections. These 
people bring people for you´. (German Correa, Santiago). 
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The role of mandatarios within the factions shows how the practice pattern 
shapes political participation. They adopt the ideas of authoritarian and 
hierarchical power embedded in the practice pattern, reproducing those 
meanings within their factions by old leaders and new leaders. These ideas of 
power move away from those framed by democracy and pluralism, as found in 
the institutional pattern. Authoritarianism and co-optation are used in the power 
relations between mandatarios, titular leaders and members. Hegemony centres 
on the decision-making process. The hegemony of leaders within the factions 
also causes internal co-optation, which is based on how individual incentives 
are distributed. Inside factions, leaders determine the selection of candidates 
who become titular leaders within the party organisation on each committee. 
The proximity of members to leaders is a key factor in this process. These 
forms of behaviour could be linked to the authoritarian influence present within 
the party, because leaders try to assert their hegemony inside the faction. The 
following quotations support this argument: 
 
³I feel that the PSCh is living a process of political and oligarchic elitism and 
feudalism. The factions have truly become fiefdoms. The feudal lord solves everything 
for his subjects´. (Marcelo Diaz, Valparaiso). 
 
³In everyday life it has also become a clientelistic party where the majority of active 
members respond to those leaders who co-opted them through the use of direct or 
indirect material rewards´ (Mario Mandionla, Valparaiso) 
 
 
This attempt at hegemony may be related to Socialist Renewal, which involved 
the process of individualization in political participation. Moreover, in terms of 
the legitimacy of the membership and leadership practice pattern of defining 
performance as a framework for action through the growth of hegemony, co-
optation, and authoritarianism, the practice pattern is linked to the development 
of individualised political relations. As a result, the practice pattern is in 
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contradiction with the institutional pattern. The process of gentrification of 
political participation is underpinned by clientelistic relationships between 
members and leaders. These forms of political participation and power 
relations display a lot of authoritarian hegemony and co-optation. 
 
This practice pattern of political culture of the PSCh is also present in the role 
of gender in the legitimacy of leadership. Factions again play a key role in a 
political party which is described as having masculine forms of leadership and 
participation. Factional leadership is male-dominated. This has impacted upon 
the political participation of women inside factions, because women have less 
opportunity to be involved in party leadership as the following quotations state: 
 
³Today the party does not have female leaders. That is the only saving grace of my 
election to the Central Committee. In other words, the only saving grace of my 
election to the Central Committee is that I was the first majority on a minority list. I 
defeated an old historical member of the party, a really long standing member´. 
(Cecilia Suarez, Santiago) 
 
³The Socialist Party is still a party which is extremely machista (sexist/macho) in its 
practices´. (Ana Bells Jara, Santiago) 
 
The PSCh's power relations exclude some groups within the party, such as 
youth and women. Base membership politicas hold to the institutional pattern 
and its ideas of participation and power based on democracy, pluralism and 
libertarianism. They reproduce those ideas within formal spaces where key 
decision making does not take place. Feminist politicas links those meanings to 
feminist ideas about political inclusion. However, the institutional pattern has 
not been fully transformed by them. These linkages are found exclusively 
among feminist groups in the base membership.  When feminist politicas 
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become mandatarias, they do not frame power from a feminist approach. 
Rather, they adopt the male authoritarian idea of power presented in the 
practice pattern. The institutional pattern remains a secondary culture for them, 
framing their participation only in formal spaces of discussions, away from the 
real spaces of power. 
  
 
Male hegemony still dominates most of the spaces of political participation and 
political negotiation, both formal and informal spaces. Factions are not 
exceptions in this respect, and gender is still a barrier to obtaining legitimacy in 
the party leadership. The practice pattern reinforces gender exclusion because it 
strengthens male hegemony over decision-making, particularly within factions. 
The following quotations support this argument: 
 
³Women, none of us, participate in any negotiations. That I can say for sure´. (Ana 
Bells Jara, Santiago). 
 
³In fact, there were more male candidates in the municipal election.  There were more 
male candidates. The same happened with quotas for deputies and senators. There 
were more men. So, we say that we want more representation but in practice it is 
different´. (Carolina Rey, Valparaíso) 
 
³I have to say that this is a deeply machista (sexist/macho) party. Why? It is not only 
because of its statutes. It goes beyond the party statutes saying men and women. 
Despite all of the party statutes and all the changes made during this time, the 
language is completely masculine´. (Carolina Carrera, Santiago). 
An important barrier to female leadership is that political participation and 
decision-making are conducted in informal meetings outside working hours, 
and women face conflicts due to their family responsibilities (Corporacion 
Humanas 2010, 13). As described previously, factions also develop political 
activity in parallel spaces to traditional organisations which could not be 
accessed by women because of their family duties. Politicas-mandatarias are 
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not able to commit to this type of activity. As a result, most of them remain as 
secondary leaders within factions. Within these spaces, political decisions are 
mostly made by male leaders, with politicas unable to challenge this. They 
become part of the party elite without having control of factions communally, 
regionally or nationally. Therefore, the individualised membership and the pre-
eminence of factions within the PSCh did not help to promote female 
leadership. Politicas-mandatarias did not challenge leadership within the 
PSCh. Politicas turned into mandatarias following factional relations, adopting 
the pattern used by the leadership and behaving in the same way that male 
members do. When politicas act within factions, they frame their ideas of 
power with hierarchical authoritarian male meanings, which leads to co-
optation and elite hegemony over decision making. Socialist politicas may 
frame their relations within the institutional pattern, but only the feminist 
politicas continue to link ideas of democratic and pluralistic power with 
feminist goals. The institutional pattern this remains gendered in its forms of 
participation, failing to include gender in its definitions of pluralism and 
GHPRFUDF\%DFKHOHW¶VQRPLQDWLRQKRZHYHUVKRZVWKHSRVVLELOLW\RIVKDSHWKLV
pattern in less gendered ways. However, feminist politicas at base levels were 
the only group in the party which attempted this transformation. 
 
This chapter has reviewed the patterns of meanings that shape political 
participation within the Socialist Party. These patterns represent two separate 
political cultures, one dominant culture and a secondary culture. No evidence 
was found to support the existence of other subcultures within the different 
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internal groups. Both patterns were found among the base membership and 
leadership as two distinctive cultures. The first pattern is named the 
institutional pattern. It is linked to the Foundation stage of the party which 
defined political participation as libertarian, democratic and pluralistic. This 
pattern of meaning is used by the membership base to describe the political 
participation inside the PSCh, which is differentiated from other leftist parties. 
The second one is the practice pattern. It is linked to the stages of the New Left 
and Socialist Renewal, and it is used to define the relationship between 
members and leaders. It describes political participation as co-optation, 
authoritarianism and hegemony over decision-making. This pattern has become 
the dominant political culture since 1990, when factions became the space of 
membership and leadership legitimacy, replacing the party organization in the 
process. Moreover, the weakening of membership power experienced during 
the Socialist Renewal stage allowed this pattern to be reinforced within the 
factions. The main pattern is characterized by a hierarchical and authoritarian 
idea of power supported by individual relationships between leaders and 
members, focusing on individual goals. This type of relationship determines 
the distribution of private incentives. This has resulted in the emergence of 
forms of clientelism in the relations of power, due to the identification of 
militancy. The individualization of membership allows the gentrification of 
decision-making at local, regional and national levels. Elite hegemonies 
constitute the bodies in which decisions are made. This hegemony is reflected 
in the emergence of leaders such as mandatarios who indicate the extent to 
which the power relations between members and leaders are individualised, 
particularly in relation to the transmission of selective incentives to members 
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who aspire to become part of the political elite. One outcome of factionalised 
political participation is that groups such as women find it difficult to improve 
their position within the party. 
 
Both political cultures have remained gendered in terms of women's inclusion 
in politics. Furthermore, socialist politicas have not challenged or changed the 
male ideas of power present in both patterns. The institutional pattern fails to 
include gender in its meanings of democracy and pluralism, and the practice 
pattern is based on male ideas about authoritarian power. Politicas mainly 
adopt those patterns in formal and informal spaces, reproducing their core 
meanings. The next question to be answered is how these two patterns of 
meanings within the political culture of the PSCh influenced the nomination of 
Bachelet. 
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Chapter 6 
ǯ
nomination 
 
This chapter focuses on how the PSCh political culture influenced the 
nomination of Michelle Bachelet as presidential candidate. In particular, it 
looks at the influence of the two political cultures identified earlier, the 
institutional pattern DQG WKH SUDFWLFH SDWWHUQ RQ %DFKHOHW¶V FDQGLGDF\ , KDYH
stated that the PSCh has a political culture formed by two patterns which 
represented a dominant political culture and a secondary political culture. I 
have demonstrated how the institutional development of the party influenced 
on its political culture through three stages. Those stages help me to identify 
conceptually and empirically two political cultures held by two patterns. In the 
following pages, I am going to look at how both cultures shaped Bachelet's 
selection as candidate despite being single mother, Marxist, non-religious and 
woman. 
 
 
In the previous chapters, I also showed that changes within the context have 
reinforced the shift from the system of solidarity to the system of interests, 
resulting in the weakening of the institutional pattern in relation to the practice 
pattern as a way of framing internal power relations. As I stated, political 
participation is today characterised by highly individualised power-relations 
between members and leaders. As a consequence, the party has weakened its 
membership requirements and favoured the use of the informal pattern of 
285 
 
 
 
political participation within the relationship between members and leaders. 
This practice pattern embedded meanings of authoritarian, co-optative and 
hierarchical power. These meanings are reproduced within factions, informal 
structures which deepen individualised relations between members and leaders. 
Factions allow the gentrification of decision-making which becomes hegemony 
by factional elites. The gentrification of decision-making was also consolidated 
by the development of new roles within the party leadership. A new type of 
leadership within the party organisation was consolidated. This new type was 
the Mandatarios whose influence was based on their role within the State 
bureaucracy. Mandatarios deepened the gentrification of decision-making due 
to the fact that they became the officers who made decisions on party policies. 
,Q'XYHUJHU¶VVHQVHPDQGDWDULRVDUHWKHERVVHVRIWKe party. The institutional 
pattern remains a secondary political culture characterised by democratic, 
libertarian and pluralistic meanings of power and participation. It frames base 
membership participation in formal spaces such as party congresses, regional 
and communal committees.  Bases members do not articulate this political 
culture to challenge the dominant practice pattern. They rather use it for 
political participation in formal spaces while the practice pattern frames their 
power relations with leaders in informal spaces. Both patterns of cultures have 
gendered forms of participation and power. The institutional pattern does not 
integrate gender in its meanings of pluralism and democracy while the practice 
pattern reinforces a male authoritarian power which is exercised within 
factions. 
 
These differences about patterns and spaces favoured factional behaviour due 
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to the fact that the elite consensus was organised through factional agreements. 
Hegemony defines how decision-making functions when controlled by the 
political elite. The practice pattern has intensified since 1990, due to the impact 
of the Socialist Renewal stage on political participation. In particular, this 
pattern has been strengthened because factions became the main spaces for 
legitimate leadership and membership, replacing the party structure. Thus, 
individual connections between leaders and members show the influence of the 
practice pattern, in particular the clientelistic nature of the relationship between 
members and leaders. 
 
 
Both patterns coexist in the conduct of the PSCh. While the institutional 
pattern defines the ideals of political participation, the political practice of the 
party is marked by the practice pattern, particularly in flows of power from 
elite to base membership.  While the institutional pattern is held by the base 
membership in formal structures, the practice pattern is reinforced by elites, 
particularly mandatarios, within factions. Thereby, the meanings about 
pluralistic, democratic and libertarian participation and power are held in 
VSDFHVZKLFKDUHQRWLQYROYHGLQWKHSDUW\¶VGHFLVLRQPDNLQJ0HDQLQJVDERXW
co-RSWDWLYH DXWKRULWDULDQ DQG KLHUDUFKLFDO SRZHU DUH HPEHGGHG LQ IDFWLRQ¶V
power relations, core spaces for political agreements and decision making. 
CoQVHTXHQWO\ WKH SDUW\¶V DJHQF\ LV VKDSHG E\ GRPLQDQW PHDQLQJV DERXW
authoritarian and hierarchical relations when political outcomes and 
agreements are required. The ideas about pluralistic, democratic and libertarian 
participation are hold by base membership to frame their agency while they are 
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in secondary formal spaces. When the base membership takes part in formal 
activities, their ideas are framed by the institutional pattern. When they are 
within factions, membership understandings and meanings about political 
DFWLRQ DUH IUDPHG E\ SUDFWLFH SDWWHUQ XQGHUOLQH E\ IDFWLRQ¶V OHDGHUV 7KLV
pattern defines and motivates the actual relationship between members and 
leaders. Political participation is driven by authoritarianism and co-optation 
between members and leaders, and hegemony over decision-making, which 
deepens the gentrification of participation. As a result, this pattern has 
increased the distance between members and leaders, as well as between 
mandatarios and party officers.  This outcome has contributed to the internal 
fragmentation of the party. 
 
 
This chapter analyses how the political cultures of the PSCh impacted upon 
%DFKHOHW
V QRPLQDWLRQ DV SUHVLGHQWLDO FDQGLGDWH , DUJXH WKDW %DFKHOHW¶V
nomination was influenced by the political cultures of the party. She was 
legitimated as a member and a leader within the party. This fact allowed her 
persona to be linked to the institutional pattern of political culture and allowed 
the political elite to use the practice pattern to secure internal support for her 
candidacy. Firstly, I identify three factors which legitimised her as a member 
and a leader of the PSCh. These factors are (1) her factional membership; (2) 
her recognition as an historica within the party; and (3) her role as a 
mandataria during RicardR/DJRV¶DGPLQLVWUDWLRQDV0LQLVWHURI+HDOWKDQGDV
Minister of Defence. The conjunction of these three factors allowed her to be 
legitimised within the PSCh as a member and as a leader. Her recognition as a 
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historica member linked her persona with meanings of pluralism and 
democracy held by the base membership as part of the institutional pattern. Her 
factional membership and roles as a mandataria recognised her as a member of 
WKH VRFLDOLVW HOLWHV E\ IDFWLRQ¶V OHDGHUV ZKLFK DOORZHG WKHLU VXSSRUW IRU KHU 
nomination. These factors were recognised by party members across 
tendencies, without differences, and strengthened her support inside the party. 
While the base membership saw in her persona meanings and ideas coming 
from democracy and pluralism embedded in the institutional pattern, socialist 
elites recognise her as one of her members, supporting her nomination but 
framing that support with the practice pattern This chapter highlights which 
elements helped Bachelet's candidacy to get internal support, how factors of 
legitimacy reinforced that support and how political cultures influenced this 
process. 
 
Bachelet's candidacy and internal support 
 
'XULQJ 5LFDUGR /DJRV¶ DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ VWURQJ FULWLFLVP ZDV IRXQG ZLWKLQ WKH
PSCh and the Concertación base membership because the coalition supported 
3LQRFKHW¶V LQVWLWXWLRQDO DQG HFRQRPLFDO PRGHO GXULQJ WKH ILUVW  \HDUV RI
administration (1990-2000). While the political elite highlighted the main 
achievements of the Concertación (autocomplacientes), the base membership 
adopted a more critical approach because the Concertación was not able to 
challenge the main outcomes resulting from the dictatorship, such as the 
economic model.  This debate showed the division among members and 
leaders within the PSCh and reinforced the idea that a change was needed. The 
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6RFLDOLVWEDVHVDZLQ%DFKHOHW¶VSHUVRQDDSRVVLELOLW\RIFKDQJH6RFLDOLVWEDVHV
LGHQWLILHG WKH FXUUHQW SDUW\¶V HOLWHV D UHVSRQVLEOH IRU LQWURGXFLQJ OLEHUDO LGHDV
among their ideological background, leaving collective meaning embedded in 
Marxism in a second place. Particularly those bases who remained in Chile 
GXULQJ 3LQRFKHW¶V GLFWDWRUVKLS IRXQG LQ %DFKHOHW¶V SHUVRQD WKH SRVVLELOLW\ WR
recover those collective ideas, the community of equals, lost because the 
economic changes in Chile and the introduction of liberal meanings by political 
HOLWHV %DVH PHPEHUV FRQQHFWHG %DFKHOHW¶V QRPLQDWLRQ ZLWK WKH KRSH WR
challenge co-optative, authoritarian and hierarchical ideas of power by 
pluralism, democracy and libertarianism. Those meanings led them to support 
her nomination in 2005. 
 
%DFKHOHW¶V OHJLWLPDF\ DV D PHPEHU DQG OHDGHU OLQNHG KHU WR WKH LQVWLWXWLRQDO
SDWWHUQ7KHLQWHUQDOFULWLFLVPH[SHULHQFHGLQVLGHWKHSDUW\RYHU5LFDUGR/DJRV¶
administration reinforced these connections. This criticism centred on the 
SDUW\¶VSHUIRUPDQFHZKLFKZDVGHHPHGE\PDQ\PHPEHUVWREHLQVXIILFLHQWO\
critical of the Concertación administration and the neoliberal model. Bachelet 
was connected to the left wing of the party, due to the fact that she is a member 
of Nueva Izquierda (formerly the Almeydismo group). Therefore, she is not 
identified with the party-political establishment. She was not linked to the 
political elites who supported the Concertación administration and the 
neoliberal model. In contrast, her persona was identified with the formal 
pattern of meanings of political participation among members and leaders. 
%DFKHOHW¶VFDQGLGDF\ZDV OLQNHG WR WKH LQVWLWXWLRQDOpattern and to democracy 
and pluralism in particular. Democracy and pluralism were connected to her 
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candidacy, because her candidacy represented the inclusion of neglected 
sectors within the PSCh during the Concertación period. These sectors were 
identified as aspects of Almeydismo ZKLFK ZHUH H[FOXGHG IURP WKH SDUW\¶V
decision-PDNLQJ ,Q DGGLWLRQ %DFKHOHW¶V JHQGHU UHLQIRUFHG SOXUDOLVP GXH WR
the fact that her nomination was seen as marking the inclusion of women, 
traditionally excluded from a PSCh elite characterised as male±dominated. 
7KHUHIRUH%DFKHOHW¶VFDQGLGDF\V\PEROLcally represented the changes needed 
by the PSCh and the whole Concertación. Her figure reasserted the 
institutional pattern through the inclusion of these neglected sectors of the 
party. On the other hand, the factional leadership exercised strong discipline in 
order to assure internal support for her candidacy. This manifestation of the 
practice pattern strengthened authoritarianism and co-optation to homogenise 
SDUW\ VXSSRUW IRU %DFKHOHW¶V FDQGLGDF\ DQG WR DYRLG LQWHUQDO FULWLFLVP RI WKH
HOLWH¶V FRQGXFW that could affect her popularity. Therefore, dissent was not 
SHUPLWWHGE\WKHSDUW\HOLWH$OWKRXJK%DFKHOHW¶VFDQGLGDF\ZDVOLQNHGWRWKH
institutional pattern of political participation because of her membership as an 
historica, the political elite disciplined the membership via the practice pattern 
so as to ensure support for her presidential candidacy. As a result, she gained 
the support of the party because she was legitimised as leader by the internal 
elite. This support also relied on her status as a popular mandataria, a member 
of the PSCh political elite. Although her candidacy symbolically reflected 
democracy and pluralism, internal practices operated in the opposite way. 
While party members saw her nomination as an opportunity to reintroduce the 
institutional pattern within political participation in the party and shift internal 
policies, the internal practice of the party reinforced the practice pattern when 
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her candidacy was decided.  As a consequence, a tension in the relationship 
between membeUV DQG OHDGHUV LV DSSDUHQW LQ WKH SURFHVV RI %DFKHOHW¶V
nomination. The expectations of members and leaders were diametrically 
opposed.  While the members seek the possibility to reinforce the meanings of 
participation embedded in the institutional pattern, factional elites deepen 
meanings of authoritarian and co-optative power to ensure the internal support 
of the whole party to her candidacy and later on her administration.  As a result 
of this tension, the relationship between members and leaders was fragmented. 
The aspirations and the hope of the base members were not fulfilled after 
%DFKHOHW¶V HOHFWLRQ Elites deepened the practice pattern withLQ SDUW\¶s 
structures, including formal spaces where the institutional pattern was used. 
Consequently those tensions were produced because authoritarian, hierarchical 
and co-optative power was extended to the whole party. An outcome from this 
issue was the weakened and fragmentation of the party in 2010 elections 
(Chapter7:351)   
 
 
The next sections demonstrate the UROH RI WKH SROLWLFDO FXOWXUH LQ %DFKHOHW¶V
QRPLQDWLRQ )LUVW WKH FKDSWHU DQDO\VHV KRZ %DFKHOHW¶V PHPEHUVKLS DQG
leadership was legitimised in the current political culture. Secondly, I identify 
the presence of both patterns of meanings in the support that she received. 
 
ĂĐŚĞůĞƚ ?ƐůĞŐŝƚŝŵĂƚŝŽŶĂƐŵĞŵďĞƌĂŶĚůĞĂĚĞƌŽĨƚŚĞW^Ś 
 
This section focuses on three factors which legitimise Michelle Bachelet as a 
member and leader of the PSCh. These factors are: her membership in a 
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faction; her identification as an historica by party members; and her role as a 
mandataria. The conjunction of these factors legitimised her as a member and 
leader of the party. These elements created a conjuncture that resulted in her 
being supported.   
Factors of legitimacy 
 
Chapter Four showed the weakening of membership structures and the impact 
of highly individualised power relations, allowed factions to become the main 
spaces in which militancy is exercised and legitimised. 6LQFH WKH 36&K¶V
reunification, factions have replaced cells in exercising these functions, and, as 
a result, the party structure has been weakened. The legitimacy of the 
membership and leadership is practised within the factions. The factions are the 
places in which membership and leadership express how their relations should 
and do take form inside the party. Factions also express how party members 
understand power relations and political practices.   
 
Bachelet is identified as a member of the Nueva Izquierda faction, in which she 
has participated since the part\¶VGLYLVLRQ$V,GHVFULEHGLQ&KDSWHU)RXUWKH
SDUW\¶V GLYLVLRQ OHG WR D ELIXUFDWLRQ RI VRFLDOLVW PHPEHUVKLS LQWR WZR PDMRU
groups: Almeydismo and Convergencia Socialista (Chapter 4: 196-209). 
Bachelet is identified as a member of the Nueva Izquierda faction due to her 
personal ties with leaders of the faction. Her life experiences as a party member 
connected her with this faction, particularly her experiences of detention and 
exile. She was a political prisoner at the Villa Grimaldi concentration camp73, 
                                                          
73
  Villa Grimaldi was one of the major torture camps in Chile between 1973 and 1978. 
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and she lived in exile in Eastern Germany like the leaders of Almeydismo, 
including Clodomiro Almeyda and Camilo Escalona. Bachelet was recognized 
as a party member historically linked to Almeydismo, where she carried out 
political activities during the Pinochet dictatorship. In addition, she was a 
member of the Central Committee of the Party and a city council candidate in 
1993. In both cases she represented her faction. This is apparent in the 
following quotations, which show that party members always identified 
Bachelet with a faction. While she was not one of the main leaders of the 
faction, she represented her faction: 
  
³Michelle comes from the Almeydismo branch. She comes from the group which 
largely remained in Chile (during the dictatorship)´. (Paula Quintana, Valparaiso) 
 
³She had several characteristics: (1) she was a friend of the NI, she was never 
&DPLOR¶VSUHIHUUHGFDQGLGDWHEXWVKHKDGDIDLUO\FORVHUHODWLRQVKLSZLWKKLP´. (Juan 
Azua, Santiago). 
 
³She is first a member of a faction, and subsequently a socialist. She is Nueva 
Izquierda [New Left] and then  socialist´. (Cecilia Suarez, Santiago) 
 
³The president came from a faction. She was not someone who did not belong to a 
faction. She belongs to  Camilismo (the faction of Camilos Escalona, Nueva Izquierda 
leader)´ (Carolina Carrera, Santiago) 
 
³She belonged to a faction, the Nueva Izquierda, and we all know that this faction is 
managed by  (Camilo) Escalona and (Osvaldo) Andrade´. (Victor del Solar, 
Valparaiso) 
 
 
 
%DFKHOHW¶V PHPEHUVKLS RI D IDFWLRQ FRXOG EH XQGHUVWRRG IURP 'XYHUJHU¶V
perspective of political participation. Duverger considers political participation 
through the perspective of types of solidarities, which he describes as a 
³FROOHFWLRQRIFRPPXQLWLHVDXQLRQRIVPDOOJURXSVGLspersed throughout the 
country (branches, caucuses, locals associations) and linked by co-ordinating 
                                                                                                                                                         
More than 4,500 people were detained and tortured in the centre and 229 were killed or 
disappeared. 
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LQVWLWXWLRQV´   7KHVH W\SHV RI VROLGDULW\ H[SUHVV KRZ PHPEHUV
understand political parties as organisations with social links, whose work is 
exprHVVHG LQ FRPPXQLWLHV DVVRFLDWLRQV RU VRFLDO RUGHUV %DFKHOHW¶V IDFWLRQDO
membership can be linked to Duverger's theory of types of solidarities. 
Socialist narratives that Bachelet shared with other faction members allowed 
the development of connections in a similar form to that suggested by 
Duverger. Those narratives strengthened the status of factions as small 
communities where members share the same narratives and life experiences, 
but also linked her persona with the system of solidarity among base 
membership and the possibility to strengthen it. I previously stated that the 
patterns of political culture are two separate cultures, and both patterns are 
OLQNHGWR3L]]RUQR¶VV\VWHPRIVROLGDULW\DQGV\VWHPRILQWHUHVW7KRVHV\VWHPV
coexist within the party. However contextual changes strengthened the system 
of interest over the system of solidarity, reinforcing the practice pattern over 
WKHLQVWLWXWLRQDOSDWWHUQ%DFKHOHW
VSUR[LPLW\WRWKHSDUW\¶VQDUUDWLYHVDQGKHU
party membership since the Salvador Allende administration (1970-1973) are 
important aspects of Bachelet's legitimacy. I identified her definition as an 
historica as a factor which strengthened her internal appeal amongst party 
members. She is recognised as a member who has been exclusively socialist. 
Thus, her persona is linked to socialist narratives shared by the PSCh, such as 
FRPPRQ OLIH H[SHULHQFHV OLNH \RXWK PHPEHUVKLS GXULQJ 6DOYDGRU $OOHQGH¶V
administration; detention and torture; and the experience of exile. Bachelet's 
success highlights the importance of being a party member from youth, with 
similar life experiences to most other party members, as part of the process of 
legitimisation in the party. She is linked to the system of solidarity due to these 
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narratives. The following quotations highlight the relevance of the similarity of 
life experience, as well as the experience of exile, as a factor. These quotations 
HPSKDVLVH WKH UHOHYDQFH RI %DFKHOHW¶V SUR[LPLW\ WR WKH VRFLDOLVW QDUUDWLYH LQ
legitimising her as an historica. Therefore, her nomination as presidential 
candidate was linked to the institutional patterns of meanings still held by base 
membership, legitimising her candidacy: 
 
³She was a woman from the base membership. She was part of the PSCh, she was a 
local council candidate, and she lost´. (Osvaldo Acosta, Santiago) 
 
³Her historical membership is an example. She was trained within the Socialist Party. 
She is a woman and a doctor like Allende´. (Eduardo Muñoz, Valparaiso) 
 
³We saw Carlos Lorca74, Ariel Mancilla, and all our detained and disappeared people 
reflected in Bachelet´. (Camilo Escalona, Santiago) 
 
³Michelle is a woman who has a socialist education. She suffered what many suffered 
during the dictatorship. And therefore I believe that she represents the socialist soul´. 
(Paddy Ahumada, Valparaíso) 
 
³Yes, she is a very socialist person. She was born into the Socialist Youth. All of the 
persecution that she suffered was not only for being the daughter of General (Alberto) 
Bachelet75, but for been a member of the Socialist Youth. She was very close to Carlos 
Lorca, a victim of the stupidity of the dictatorship´. (Ricardo Nuñez, Santiago). 
 
 
%DFKHOHW¶VFDQGLGDF\FDQEHUHDGDVSDUWRIWKHVRFLDOLVWQDUUDWLYHDQGIDFWLRQDO
solidarities that legitimise her as member of the party. She is a faction member, 
of Nueva Izquierda, and an historica among party members. This study argues 
                                                          
74
  The interviewee is referring to the former socialist deputy and leader of the Socialist 
Youth, Carlos Lorca Tobar. He was a medical doctor (psychiatrist) who led the youth group 
GXULQJ6DOYDGRU$OOHQGH¶VDGPLQLVWUDWLRQ+HZDVHOHFWHGDVDGHSXW\UHSUHVHQWLQJWKHVRXWKHUQ
SURYLQFH RI 9DOGLYLD LQ  $IWHU WKH  FRXS KH OHG WKH SDUW\¶V UHRUJDQL]DWLRQ DQG
clandestine activity until his detention and disappearance in 1975. Most of the interviewees 
agree that Michelle Bachelet had a close relationship with Lorca and other leaders of the youth 
movement who were killed by the dictatorship. 
 
75
  The father of Michelle Bachelet, Alberto Bachelet, was a brigadier general in the 
&KLOHDQ$LUIRUFHZKRVHUYHGLQ6DOYDGRU$OOHQGH¶VDGPLQLVWUDWLRQDVVHFUHWDU\RIWKH1DWLRQDO
Directorate of Supply and Commercial Pricing (Direccion Nacional de Abesticimiento y 
Comercializacion). He was one of the military leaders who opposed the coup in 1973. After the 
coup, he was detained and died as a consequence of being tortured in 1974. 
 
296 
 
 
 
that forms of participation which legitimised membership in the party 
contributed to the support of Bachelet by party members. Her nomination 
combined factional membership and personal life experiences shared with 
party members, two factors required for legitimate membership. The above 
quotes confirm the relevance of factional membership and personal history as 
factors of legitimisation. These factors were recognised, and connected her 
with Almeydismo and the Nueva Izquierda faction. Thus, historica membership 
strengthens the socialist narratives experienced by party members since 1973, 
PDUNHGE\H[LOHWRUWXUHDQGFODQGHVWLQHOLIH$OVR%DFKHOHW¶VJHQGHUdistanced 
her from the male-dominated political elite within the PSCh. Hence, she is not 
seen as part of the political establishment who introduced and reinforced 
neoliberalism within the party. As a result, she is seen as an establishment 
outsider. This perception also linked her to the institutional pattern because she 
symbolised pluralism within the party. This issue is addressed at more length 
below (Pp. 304-310). 
 
The above quotations emphasise the difference between historico and non-
historico membersKLSZLWKLQWKHSDUW\%DFKHOHW¶VFDQGLGDF\GLIIHUHQWLDWHGKHU
campaign from that of her predecessor, Ricardo Lagos. Whilst Lagos was a 
member of the party, his membership in the PPD76 and his former membership 
in the Radical Party prevented him from being recognized as a true socialist. 
By contrast, Bachelet is recognised as a true socialist due to the factors 
                                                          
76
  PPD or Party for Democracy [Partido por la Democraci]  is a Chilean party founded 
in 1987 by former members of the Chilean Radical party, PSCh, MAPU, and Christian Left for 
facing the 1988 referendum. It was founded as strategic party for this referendum which 
defeated Augusto Pinochet but it consolidated as a political organization after 1988. Ricardo 
Lagos was one of its founders. Currently the PPD is member of the Concertación alongside the 
PSCh. 
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described above. The following quotations address the differences between 
Lagos and Bachelet as members of the PSCh: 
 
³The party in the 90s just wanted a socialist president who was more linked to the 
party's organisation than was the case with Lagos, who was linked to PPD´. 
(Francisco Diaz, Santiago) 
 
³For many socialists she was the first Socialist candidate following the restoration of 
democracy. Lagos was distant from the party culture´. (Mario Mandiola, Valparaiso) 
 
³Firstly, Lagos is not historically a socialist´ (Roberto Irribarra, Valparaíso) 
 
³Many people in the party felt that Michelle Bachelet was more socialist than Lagos. 
They felt she was more ours, not just more socialist because of her actions. (She was a 
member of) the group, of the (socialist) families´. (Marcelo Schilling, Valparaiso). 
 
³We sold Lagos to the Chilean people as a socialist. He was never (a socialist)´. (Juan 
Azua, Santiago) 
 
 
 
7KH DERYH TXRWDWLRQV VKRZ WKH GLIIHUHQFHV EHWZHHQ %DFKHOHW¶V DQG /DJRV¶
membership. Her candidacy was able to connect with the pattern of meanings 
that differentiated between historicos and non-historicos. This fact legitimised 
her candidacy, as it strengthened the idea that an historical member of the party 
would be able to reintroduce pluralism and democracy in the political 
participation of the party. Due to the fact that she was an historica member of 
the party, she seemed a true socialist who knew and had lived through the 
history and tradition of the party. Those narratives support the institutional 
pattern within the PSCh.    Thus she was connected to the institutional pattern 
because her persona was connected to narratives which strengthened the 
system of solidarity in the party. This issue kept the base membership behind 
KHU SHUVRQD XQLWLQJ EDVH PHPEHUVKLSV DVSLUDWLRQV ZLWK HOLWHV¶ JRDOV 'XULQJ
%DFKHOHW¶V DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ HOLWHV GHHSHQHG WKH SUDFWLFH SDWWHUQ DOVR LQ IRUPDO
structures, provoking the fragmentation of the party as a result of the base 
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membership and leadership division. The broken balance between two systems 
ZDVQRWVROYHGE\%DFKHOHW¶VQRPLQDWLRQ7KHUHIRUHWKDWGLYLVLRQZDVVWUHVVHG
during her administration by elites, triggeriQJSDUW\¶VIUDJPHQWDWLRQ 
 
The individualization of power relations between leaders and members is also 
reflected in the importance of these two factors in the nomination of Bachelet. 
Her life experiences and her factional membership become relevant because 
her PSCh membership highlights individual connections in political 
participation. The PSCh membership does not strengthen collective action. The 
third factor for internal legitimisation is her existing leadership status. 
Currently the PSCh leaders are identified among mandatarios, state officers 
who gain those positions because of their connections with faction leaders. For 
Bachelet, being a mandataria allowed her to be legitimised as a leader within 
the party. She is a mandataria and a politica. She did not challenge leadership 
and power relations, but rather, adapted to them as well as the rest of the 
political elites. She accepted those ideas of leadership and power. Similarly to 
other mandatarios, she also appealed to the dominant political culture and 
power elites with the practice pattern. 
 
As noted in the previous chapter, the importance of mandatarios is a result of 
changes in political relations within the party since the 1990s. Mandatarios are 
members of the party who have a role of responsibility within the state 
apparatus or are elected to represent the party in a City Council or in the 
National Congress. This study has argued that mandatarios are a good example 
of how political relations function in a highly factionalised party. The 
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nomination of candidates to become mandatarios depends on the individual 
links that members have with factional leaders. Therefore, the designation of 
particular candidates depends on the position they have within the faction, and 
their proximity to the faction leader. %DFKHOHW¶VSUR[LPLW\WRWKHOHDGHUVRIKHU
faction made possible her nomination, firstly as Minister of Health, and 
secondly as Minister of Defence. 7KXV %DFKHOHW¶V OHJLWLPL]DWLRQ DV D
mandataria and a party leader was determined by her relations with faction 
leaders. The following quotations describe the relationship between Bachelet 
and leaders of Nueva Izquierda as a relevant issue for her nomination as 
presidential candidate. These quotes demonstrate the relevance of factional 
connections in gaining support as a designated mandataria and as a 
presidential candidate: 
 
³She had strong ties of friendship and trust with Camilo, with Andrade and with the 
people from the Nueva Izquierda´(Juan Azua, Santiago) 
 
³I would say that from the beginning of her government there was an identification of 
her administration with the Nueva Izquierda. This was the result of the strong and 
disciplined support of Camilo Escalona´. (Francisco Diaz, Santiago) 
 
 
In this sense whilst symbolically Bachelet appeared as an outsider, she is 
actually an insider. She is a mandataria-SROLWLFD WKDW GRHVQ¶W FKDOOHQJH
dominant political culture or its gendered nature. She also adapts to male 
authoritarian and hierarchical power embedded in the practice pattern. Thus her 
victory is not a victory of feminist ideas within the party, but a victory of 
leadership forms of domination. 
 
$V LV QRWHG LQ WKH DERYH TXRWDWLRQV %DFKHOHW IDFWLRQ¶V PHPEHUVKLS H[SODLQV
the support that she gained internally. This study argues that the faction's 
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support was relevant to her becoming a mandataria and a presidential 
candidate. I previously suggested that similar life experiences are crucial in 
establishing membership within a faction. In addition, the relationships 
established within the factions are marked by the life experiences that leaders 
and members have in common. The relationship between Michelle Bachelet 
DQGWKHOHDGHUVRIKHUIDFWLRQLVFKDUDFWHULVHGE\VXFKFRQQHFWLRQV%DFKHOHW¶V
role as a mandataria gained her public support first as Minister of Health, then 
as Minister of Defence. This external support from the public enabled her to 
become a recognised figure in the PSCh. It also made her visible within the 
PSCh as a potential public leader. The combination of this element with three 
other factors (membership in a faction, recognition as an historica member, and 
being named as a mandataria) allowed her position to be legitimised within the 
party, by both elite and members. This legitimacy led to internal party support 
for her presidential candidacy. Consequently, this internal support allowed her 
to overcome gendered participation as well as strong and male personalismos. 
Her persona was able to unite the party despite tensions in systems of 
participation inside the party, and frame meanings of pluralism and democracy 
at the same time that elites were able to ensure authoritarian power. 
 
The base membership associated Bachelet with Salvador Allende, the first 
member of the Socialist Party to be elected President of Chile in 1970, and 
overthrown E\ D PLOLWDU\ FRXS LQ  /LNH $OOHQGH %DFKHOHW¶V OHDGHUVKLS
gained popular support early. In both cases, party support came later. This 
coincidence strengthened socialist narratives around Bachelet's persona, due to 
the fact that the membership saw similarities with Allende in her leadership 
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role. Both were medical doctors who served as Ministers of Health. Both first 
gained public, rather than party, support. In both cases, being popular leaders 
allowed them to become presidential candidates. Most importantly, both 
leaders were historico members. Therefore, socialist narratives linked both 
OHDGHUV0RUHVSHFLILFDOO\%DFKHOHW¶VSHUVRQDZDVOLQNHGWRVRFLDOLVWKLVWRULFDO
narratives by the membership. This allowed Bachelet to win internal support 
for her nomination. Additionally, the membership found in Bachelet an 
alternative persona to the people known for their factional leadership, 
connecting the current PSCh with its traditional narratives. Her persona filled 
the gap between base members and leaders because of the internal criticism 
previously described. Therefore, the institutional pattern of political 
participation was connected to her persona because these patterns were 
understood as the traditional form of political participation. Her persona had 
appeal due to the institutional pattern and the system of solidarity, the 
secondary culture of the socialist bases. Members recognised the links between 
Allende and Bachelet in the following quotations. These quotations explain 
how Allende-era figures were OLQNHGWR%DFKHOHW¶VFDQGLGDF\ 
 
 ³(She) made a strong impression on the base membership, and the figure of Allende 
was reflected in Bachelet´.  (Juan Azua, Santiago) 
 
³I think the fact that she had completely experienced the process of UP (Popular Unity 
- $OOHQGH¶VDGPLQLVWUDWLRQ I think that's Allendism. It is a recycling of part of ideas 
like those from the language of Concertación. But I would say that the leitmotif of 
these ideas was significantly influenced by Allende´. (Osvaldo Acosta, Santiago) 
 
³I link her (Bachelet) to the figure of  Allende, as an historic event´. (Carolina 
Carrera, Santiago) 
 
³Somehow it can be understood as a continuity of the government of Salvador 
Allende. The government of Salvador Allende was a revolutionary government. Our 
government was not a revolutionary government´. (Paula Quintana, Valparaiso) 
 
³Everything is about human rights; it is all linked to the fact that she was a person 
coming from the world of Allende, the world of the left, the socialism that people 
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carry in their hearts. Allende´s socialism that people carry in their hearts. I think 
Michelle meant a lot to this world and I think that it was present in her campaign´. 
(Ana Bells Jara, Santiago) 
 
 
7KHFRQQHFWLRQVEHWZHHQ%DFKHOHW¶VSHUVRQDDQGKLVWRULFDOVRFLalist narratives 
connected her to the institutional pattern because her persona was attached to 
the traditional forms of political participation found before 1973. I associate 
these traditional forms of political participation with the system of solidarity. 
Base membership that remained in Chile, who took part in Almeydismo and 
felt excluded and left behind by modernised elites, hold this system and the 
institutional pattern in formal structures. Therefore, Bachelet is related to a 
tradition of democratic and pluralistic political participation. In contrast, her 
role as a faction member and a mandataria shows the influence of the practice 
pattern because individualised power relations within factions allowed her 
QRPLQDWLRQ DV D PDQGDWDULD 0LFKHOOH %DFKHOHW¶s relationship with faction 
leaders determined, firstly, her role as a mandataria, and secondly, her 
nomination as presidential candidate. This relationship was based on the 
SUR[LPLW\ RI OLIH H[SHULHQFHV 7KH WKUHH IDFWRUV ZKLFK OHJLWLPLVH %DFKHOHW¶V
membership and leadership are related to both patterns of meanings of political 
SDUWLFLSDWLRQIRXQGLQWKH36&K%DFKHOHW¶VUHFRJQLWLRQDVDQhistorica creates 
connections between her persona and the institutional patterns for political 
participation, which legitimise her for the base membership. Her roles as a 
mandataria and faction member strengthen the practice pattern. She was 
recognised as part of this elite and the system of interest supported by them. 
Similarly to other politicas, Bachelet did not challenge power relations 
internally or contest the dominant meanings of power. Strong authoritarian 
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support for her candidature came from factional leaders in order to assure her 
FDQGLGDF\ 7KXV WKH SROLWLFDO FXOWXUH LPSDFWHG RQ %DFKHOHW¶V QRPLQDWLRQ
because her legitimacy was established in terms of the patterns of meanings 
identified with political participation in the PSCh. While the base membership 
LGHQWLILHG %DFKHOHW¶V SHUVRQD ZLWK WKH LQVWLWXWLRQDO SDWWHUQ RI SROLWLFDO
participation, the political elite strengthened the practice pattern. She was 
legitimised as a socialist leader by the base through her role as a mandataria 
and the popular support gained through her role as minister.  As a result, the 
political elite deepened co-optation and authoritarianism in order to discipline 
the party to support her nomination. The political elite established hegemony 
over political decision-making in order to be able to control the party, taking 
DGYDQWDJH RI ZKDW %DFKHOHW¶V SHUVRQD PHDQV IRU WKH EDVH PHPEHUVKLS WR
deepen and extend authoritarian meanings of power within formal and informal 
VWUXFWXUHV %DFKHOHW¶V FDQGLGDF\ IRXQG LQWHUQDO VXSSRUW EHFDXVH WKH H[LVWHQFH
of both systems and the presence of both patterns. The institutional pattern and 
the system of solidarity VWUHQJWKHQHG %DFKHOHW¶V VXSSRUW DPRQJ WKH EDVH
membership.  The practice pattern and the system of interest were used by the 
political elite to secure her nomination because she was and is part of these 
political elites.   
 
The presence of these two political cultures can be seen as contradictory. 
However, the coexistence of both patterns is allowed by party flexibility 
because of the presence of both the system of solidarity and the system of 
interest inside the party. The coexistence of both patterns of meanings 
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produced a tension within political participation. While Bachelet's candidacy 
within the PSCh is related to the institutional pattern of meanings, disciplinary 
power was exercised by the faction leadership to protect her nomination, 
demonstrating the influence of the practice pattern. The next section describes 
the coexistence of these two patterns of political cultures, and the tension this 
contradiction caused within the party. Those cultures could coexist in same 
people but they frame their activity in different spaces; the institutional pattern 
frames participation within formal structures; the practice pattern shape power 
relations within factions. 
 
ĂĐŚĞůĞƚ ?ƐŶŽŵŝŶĂƚŝŽŶĂŶĚƚŚĞƉĂƚƚĞƌŶƐŽĨŵĞĂŶŝŶŐƐŽĨƉŽůŝƚŝĐĂů
participation 
 
Previously I identified three important factors in the legitimacy of Michelle 
Bachelet as a member and a leader of the PSCh. The presence of both patterns 
of meanings of political participation reflects a tension over her nomination, 
because she simultaneously represented these two systems of political 
participation.  Although her candidacy underscores the institutional pattern, the 
conduct of the party demonstrated the practice pattern of political participation. 
This section explains this tension between these patterns. 
 
Bachelet and the Institutional Pattern 
 
 
In Bachelet, the membership identified a symbol of the institutional pattern of 
participation. The institutional pattern was understood as part of the core set of 
socialist principles which were weakened due to neoliberalism. The 
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PHPEHUVKLS VXSSRUWHG %DFKHOHW¶V QRPLQDWLRQ GXH WR KHU DSSHDULQJ WR EH DQ
outsider in relation to the political establishment. The membership strongly 
FULWLFLVHGWKHHOLWH¶VSHUIRUPDQFHGXULQJWKHConcertación administration. As I 
stated, strong criticisms emerged during the Ricardo Lagos government (2000-
2006), because of the effects of the introduction of neoliberal ideas on the 
party. This criticism centred on the role of the party in the Concertación (as a 
leftist party), the PSCh's support for a neoliberal definition of the State, and 
support for the market economy. Although this critical perspective was found 
LQVRPHGRFXPHQWVEHIRUHLWEHFDPHPRUHFRPPRQDIWHU/DJRV¶HOHFWLRQ
/DJRV¶HOHFWLRQZDVWKHILUVWHOHFWLRQDWZKLFKWKHConcertación had to face a 
run-off against the right-wing coalition instead of winning an outright victory 
in the first round77. This reduction of electoral support was understood as a 
punishment of the Concertación for its performance. Members of the party 
thought that system of interest and individualization of participation lowered 
the Concertación¶VVXSSRUW7KLVGHHSHQHGFULWLFLVPVRIWKHConcertación and 
WKH36&K¶VUROHZLWKLQLW6RPHRIWKHFULWLFLVPIRFXVHGRQWKHUHRUJDQLVDWLRQ
of the coalition (Ominami and Joignat, 2000). Other criticisms centred on the 
influence that the Concertación had on party policies. Critics focused on the 
idea of reorganising the party, and the idea that the PSCh might withdraw from 
the Concertación (PSCh, 1996). This criticism was identified with former 
PSCh-Almeyda members, grouped in the factions Tercerismo, Colectivo de 
Identidad Socialista and Nueva Izquierda. %DFKHOHW¶VFDQGLGDF\HPHUJHG LQD
                                                          
77
  The first election was in December 1999. Ricardo Lagos gained 47% of the vote 
while Joaquin Lavin, the right-wing candidate, gained 47.51%. In the run-off ballot, Lagos 
obtained 51.31% while Lavin got 48.69%. Information available at 
http://www.servel.cl/controls/neochannels/Neo_CH45/neochn45.aspx. 
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period when party members were critical of Concertación policies and were 
hoping to reintroduce the traditional ideals of the party regarding revolutionary 
social and economic transformation, and the role of the State. Members were 
aspiring to reinforce the system of solidarity.  Party base members looked to 
UHGHILQH WKH SDUW\¶V UROH DV D 0DU[LVW SDUW\ DQG WR VWUHQJWKHQ WKH SDUW\¶V
RUJDQLVDWLRQDQGPHPEHUVKLS%DFKHOHW¶VQRPLQDWLRQZDVLQWHUSUHWHGE\SDUW\
members as an opportunity to recover these socialist ideas, and to reintroduce 
the institutional pattern within the party. This pattern was in opposition to the 
real structure of current political participation in the party, which was 
³SHUPHDWHGE\FRQFHSWVDQGFRQGXFWFRPLQJIURPQHROLEHUDOLVPH[SUHVVHGYLD
DQ H[WUHPH LQGLYLGXDOLVP´ (PSCh, 2005: 95). Bachelet's identification as an 
historica member identified her with the institutional pattern, and hence the 
opportunity to recover socialist values, such as a national and Latin American 
perspective (Chapter 3: 135-157), and the popular meaning of the party (Cortez 
Tersi, 2010).   
 
 
TKLV SDWWHUQ RI PHDQLQJV LV DSSDUHQW LQ %DFKHOHW¶V FDQGLGDF\ SDUWLFXODUO\ DV
regards democracy and pluralism. Her initial Campaign Programme shows the 
presence of this pattern as part of the way in which political participation is 
described. She addressed WKH QHHG WR ³FUHDWH QHZ VSDFHV RI OLEHUW\´ ZLWKLQ
Chilean society DQGWREXLOG³DPRUHGHPRFUDWLFPRUHSDUWLFLSDWRU\DQG OHVV
XQHTXDO VRFLHW\´ (Bachelet Campaign Programme, 2005: 10). These types of 
ideas were identified with the institutional pattern by the membership, and her 
candidacy was linked to this pattern as a result. Similar ideas were found in 
6DOYDGRU$OOHQGH¶VFDQGLGDF\ZKLFKPLJKWH[SODLQWKHSDUW\PHPEHUV¶OLQNLQJ
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of her with the institutional pattern. Allende focused on economic and political 
inclusion as part of his understanding of political participation. Pluralism and 
democracy were apparent in this narrative, which reinforced the connections 
WKDW SDUW\ PHPEHUV KDG ZLWK %DFKHOHW¶V FDQGLGDF\ 7KHUHIRUH %DFKHOHW¶V
persona was related to these ideas in spite of her candidacy not supporting a 
socialist platform. Her nomination was understood as an alternative, as a way 
to tackle neoliberal ideas within the party and return the organisation to its 
original form of participation. These quotations identify the institutional pattern 
ZLWKLQ$OOHQGH¶VSURJUDPPHDQGKRZLWZDVVLPLODUO\IRXQGZLWKLQ%DFKHOHW¶V
programme: 
 
³In terms of political structure, the popular government has the double task of 
preservation, making the democratic rights and the achievement of workers more 
effective and profound´ (Popular Unity Basic Programme of Government 1969:12) 
 
³The multi-party government will be popular. It will be composed of all parties, 
movements and revolutionaries. So an executive will be truly democratic, 
representative and cohesive´.(Popular Unity Basic Programme of Government1969: 
14). 
 
 
Similar ideas were found in party documents regarding Bachelet´s candidacy. 
These documents connect Bachelet's candidacy to the institutional pattern. 
These connections construct the institutional pattern as a socialist method/form 
of political participation related to the narratives of the system of solidarity. 
Diversity within the party is related to pluralism in the way in which it was 
defined in the institutional pattern. Earlier, I linked pluralism to the diversity of 
social backgrounds of party members and the inclusion of different groups 
within the party. The following quotations drawn from socialist documents 
VKRZ KRZ WKH SDUW\ UHODWHV %DFKHOHW¶V FDQGLGDFy to this pattern of political 
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participation: 
 
³Michelle (...) you have the support of your party in everything you need, including 
our clear conviction that your candidacy must preserve and multiply its appeal, its 
diversity, and its pluralism´. ( Gonzalo Martner, Informe al Pleno del Comité Central 
del PSCh, 2004) 
 
³This theoretical knowledge recognizes the Socialist Party of today and the future that 
Bachelet represents as being superior to expert knowledge. A party of diversity and 
criticism, an innovative government for actively listening to people´.(Eduardo Rojas, 
El PS: diversidad y critca, 6). 
 
 
  
7KH DERYH TXRWDWLRQV VKRZ WKDW %DFKHOHW¶V FDQGLGDF\ UHSUHVHQWV WKH
institutional pattern, particularly pluralism. Most of them see her membership 
of the party as a natural link to political participation as democratic, libertarian 
DQG SOXUDOLVWLF $V ZDV QRWHG DERYH 0LFKHOOH %DFKHOHW¶V FDPSDLJQ LQFOXGHG
these patterns of meanings, and their incorporation into her campaign is 
identified by members as indicated by the following quotations. Its historical 
background is what makes their identification easier: 
 
³She has a little romanticism, a bit of the old ideals of PSCh embodied in her 
character. You can see them, and identify them. It does not correspond to the current 
leaders of PSCh´. (Juan Azua, Santiago) 
 
 
³Does Bachelet in that sense recover the traditional values of PSCh? Is she more 
connected to the world that has the liberal ideals of the PSCh...? Bachelet restores a 
socialist model´ (Camilo Escalona, Santiago) 
 
 
³Much of the hope that she inspired early on in people had to do with a push towards 
social justice and to freedom. This same idea of citizen´s government, that she coined 
was related to this´. (Marcelo Schilling, Valparaiso) 
 
³In some ways the party feels identified with her. The membership is told that there is 
no choice but to support her. However, the base membership sees many of Allende´s 
characteristics in her, as well as elements of PSCh history. There is a more direct 
identification [than previous candidates], and I link this identification to party political 
practices, its political culture´. (Soledad Barria, Santiago) 
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7KH PHPEHUVKLS VDZ LQ %DFKHOHW¶V QRPLQDWLRQ DQ RSSRUWXQLW\ WR DGGUHVV
criticisms. She seemed a different type of internal leader, outside the party 
establishment. Therefore, her candidacy represented an opportunity to shift 
party policies away from neoliberalism and to reintroduce a style of formal 
political participation which was plural, democratic and libertarian and to 
strengthen the system of solidarity. She represented changes in the way that the 
party was driven by the internal elite. 
 
 
Pluralism and democracy take two different forms in the persona of Bachelet. 
Firstly, democracy and pluralism are shaped by the inclusion of neglected 
VHFWRUVRIWKHSDUW\H[FOXGHGIURPWKHHOLWH¶VKHJHPRQ\RYHUGHFLVLRQ-making. 
Most of these sectors are connected to Almeydismo, neglected inside the party 
during the Concertación administration. Most of the members of this sector 
described themselves as historicos and this fact reinforced the idea that most of 
the historicos were neglected during the democratic transition. Therefore, 
%DFKHOHW¶V FDQGLGDF\ UHSUHVHQWHG GHPRFUDF\ DQG SOXUDOLVP LQ SROLWLFDO
participation, in particular the inclusion of previously neglected sectors in 
decision-making. Her persona represented for the grassroots membership a 
symbolic hope for returning to the traditional forms of political participation 
ZKLFKKDGEHHQDEDQGRQHGVLQFHWKHSDUW\¶VXQLILFDWLRQDQGLWVLQFOXVLRQLQWKH
Concertación. She represented an opportunity for bringing back ideas about 
pluralism and democracy displaced during the transition to democracy, a period 
PDUNHGE\FULWLFLVPRI36&KFRQGXFW7KXV%DFKHOHW¶VQRPLQDWLRQUHSUHVHQWHG
the opportunity to return to a form of political participation that had been used 
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by the PSCh until 1973. The following quotations support this argument: 
 
³Let me give you a metaphor. The Chilean transition has a very significant moment 
when it celebrated the triumph of Aylwin, rather than doing it in the Pan American 
Highway, where everyone could go, it was held at the National Stadium. Invitations 
were distributed to attend the National Stadium. So, in the Stadium there were 80,000 
guests. In the mailing list for these invitations, I am sure there were a significant 
number of people from the PSCh who did not receive an invitation. That branch of the 
PSCh never felt fully invited to this party which was about the transition. And with 
Michelle, one way or another, those who were not invited came into the 
government´.(Osvaldo Puccio, Santiago) 
 
 
³For a sector of the party it represented the view that now it is our turn, and I think this 
is expressed in the formation of government from one exclusive perspective´. (Cesar 
Barra, Valparaiso) 
 
 
6HFRQGO\WKHLVVXHRIJHQGHUVWUHQJWKHQHGWKHUHODWLRQVKLSEHWZHHQ%DFKHOHW¶V
candidacy and the institutional pattern. The gender issue relates her to these 
patterns because her candidacy is seen as a way to incorporate women in 
decision-making. Women, as well as youths and indigenous people, do not 
have a prominent role in decision-making within the party. Therefore, 
Bachelet's nomination was seen as a triumph of gender inclusion, and an 
RSSRUWXQLW\ WR VWUHQJWKHQ ZRPHQ¶V SRVLWLRQ LQ WKH SDUW\ GHVSLWH HOLWH PDOH
domination. The following quotations reflect the way in which her gender is 
said to express the inclusion of members excluded from a male-dominated 
decision±making process. 7KH\ VXJJHVW WKDW %DFKHOHW¶V FDQGLGDF\ PDUNHG D
change of gender perspective, and a change in internal leadership style. These 
quotations demonstrate how BaFKHOHW¶VSHUVRQD UHIOHFWHG WKHKRSH IRUJHQGHU
inclusion within the party, and the possibility to re-frame meanings of power 
without considering male authoritarianism. 
 
³A bonus was given by the topic of participation. It was given by the topic of 
closeness. A bonus was given by the fact of being female. Those like me who 
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experienced the presidential campaign remember that much of the discussion revolved 
around whether Chile was prepared to be led by a woman president (...) here in Chile 
that was particularly important. We do not forget that from the point of view of the 
Chilean cultural matrix, this is a macho, conservative country´. (Eduaro Munoz, 
Valparaiso) 
 
³It also represents a process of cultural change in Chile that a woman assumed the 
presidency and with her characteristics, divorced, with children outside marriage. 
There was obviously a cultural change taking place in Chile. To take on the reality of 
being the female head of household who took care of her family without a man. I think 
this revolutionized the political culture and established the dream that every woman 
could be president today in Chile´. (Cesa Barra, Valparaiso) 
 
³I think more than gender, Bachelet´s phenomenon permeated into the generation that 
felt neglected. Women were a sector that fell into this group. I think within this social 
model, youth is another neglected sector. In that sense, reading between the lines it is 
now the turn of the young people because women have had their turn (with Bachelet). 
I think she contributed a lot´. (Osvaldo Acosta, Santiago) 
 
 
Bachelet is interpreted as an outsider figure because she represents the 
inclusion of neglected sectors within the party, such as groups coming from 
Almeydismo, and women. Her persona represents a decentralisation in power 
relations because of the introduction at the centre of power of someone from a 
group traditionally barred from decision-making. Therefore, her persona was 
related to a perceived democratization of power and decision-making. Her 
persona represented a change in this regard and a shift from the system of 
interest. However, her legitimacy as a member and leader of the party means 
that Bachelet is also considered as an insider within the party. She fulfils the 
forms of legitimacy that exists for the practice of leadership and membership. 
Therefore, she also represents continuity. Her gender means that she can be 
seen as an outsider to the party elite. This fact is reinforced by her membership 
of a sector which historically was not involved in party decision-making. 
However, Bachelet is a PSCh insider in terms of membership and leadership, 
OHJLWLPLVHGERWKE\EDVHPHPEHUV DQG WKHHOLWH%DFKHOHW¶V FDQGLGDF\ FDQEH
seen simultaneously as the candidacy of an outsider and an insider. Thus, she 
312 
 
 
 
represents change and continuity at the same time. She emphasized her outsider 
status during her campaign, both in interviews and in speeches. The following 
quotations demonstrate that her outsider side was often used and highlighted by 
her, although she was a political insider: 
 
³I do not belong to the traditional elite. My name is not the surname of the founders of 
Chile. I was educated in public high school and at the University of Chile´ (Michelle 
Bachelet Campaign Programme, 2005: 1) 
 
³You know, I never had an ambition for power. I only had a vocation to serve´. 
(Michelle Bachelet Inauguration Speech, 11th  March 2006) 
 
 
 
This aspect is recognized by party members who identified both characteristics 
LQ %DFKHOHW¶V FDQGLGDF\ *HQGHU DQG FRQQHFWLRQV ZLWK QHJOHFWHG JURXSV
strengthen her appearance as an outsider. Also, the idea of the inclusion of the 
neglected is related to the historicos group because there is the idea that the 
transition to democracy neglected historicos in particular. However, most of 
the members, base and elite, recognised that she is part of the elite of the party 
due to her legitimacy as a member and leader. The recognition of Bachelet by 
base members and the political elite allowed her to be supported. She 
represented a bridge and the elites thought they could use her to bridge their 
crisis and maintain their power. The following quotations address the idea that 
Bachelet represents a change but also continuity due to her connections with 
WKHIDFWLRQ¶VHOLWHV 
 
³It's a completely different leadership. Michelle has a distinct leadership role within 
the elite, but still within the elite. She is part of the elite and builds, connects, 
coordinates and designs policies with the elite´. (Eduardo Munoz, Valparaiso) 
 
³She was marked by the feminine side because clearly Bachelet came from a branch 
not linked to the party elite, despite being a woman of the party. Therefore she was 
more charismatic than Lagos´. (Cesar Barra, Valparaíso) 
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³Obviously being a member of the party also adds to her profile as a leader because 
she chooses to participate in politics from a party perspective, and that is her choice´. 
(Ricardo Solari, Santiago) 
 
³I think Bachelet like all the other Socialist Party leaders such as Camilo Escalona, are 
an expression of the elites. They are transformations of the elite; they are linked to the 
fundamental and structural phenomena of Chilean society, in my opinion´. (Roberto 
Pizarro, Santiago) 
 
 
I described above how the institutional pattern of meaning is found in the 
candidacy of Michelle Bachelet. This thesis argues that the institutional pattern 
can be identified in her candidacy. In addition, it is suggested that the appeal to 
the institutional pattern is due to the fact that party members recognize her as 
an insider. She is legitimised as a member and a leader of the party due to three 
factors previously described. Those factors were: (1) factional membership; (2) 
recognition as an historica; (3) her status as a mandataria. It was also argued 
that party members recognized Bachelet as an outsider because her links with 
Almeydismo, a group excluded from decision-making. This issue was 
particularly relevant for the base membership, who saw in her persona 
symbolic references to the democratization of power and decision-making 
within the party. In addition, her gender reinforced her appeal as an outsider 
IURPWKHSROLWLFDOHOLWHGXHWRWKH36&K¶VUHSXWDWLRQDVDPDOH-dominated party. 
%DFKHOHW¶VSHUVRQDZDVDOVRFRQVWUXFWHGDVDQLQVLGHUUROHE\ERWKWKHHOLWHDQG
the base membership, because she was legitimised as a socialist leader. 
7KHUHIRUH %DFKHOHW¶V FDQGLGDF\ LV GHILQHG DV VLPXOWDQHRXVO\ LQVLGHURXWVLGHU
within the party, allowing the ideas of democracy and pluralism present in the 
institutional pattern is identified with her nomination. She appears to be an 
insider because she is a member of the party elite. Thus she represents 
continuity in the way in which the leadership is constructed internally in the 
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PSCh. Thus she represented the continuity of practice pattern and the 
predominance of the system of interest in front of the system of solidarity. 
However, Bachelet is also an outsider figure due to her gender and her 
connections to neglected sections of the party such as the Almeydistas. Most of 
the members of these groups are themselves recognised as historicos.  
&RQVHTXHQWO\ %DFKHOHW¶V SHUVRQD DULVHV DW D FRQMXQFWLRQ RI FKDQJH DQG
continuity.  Her persona represents the aspirations for change, but instead her 
persona was the continuity of the current culture and participation despite her 
connections with change. The following pages describe how the practice 
SDWWHUQZDVLGHQWLILHGLQ%DFKHOHW¶VFDQGLGDF\ 
Bachelet and the practice pattern 
 
This section focuses on explaining how the practice pattern is also identifiable 
LQ %DFKHOHW¶V FDQGLGDF\ ,W LV SRVVLble to identify homogeneous support for 
%DFKHOHW¶V FDQGLGDF\ ZLWKLQ WKH SDUW\ 7KLV VWXG\ DUJXHV WKDW %DFKHOHW¶V
support was the result of her legitimation as a member and leader of the PSCh. 
This legitimacy enabled the base membership to link her with the institutional 
pattern. However, it is also possible to identify the use of internal discipline by 
factions within the party, particularly coming from the factional elite. Factional 
elites considered that criticism from within the party could damage BachelHW¶V
candidacy. Additionally, as suggested in chapter three, the PSCh had a tense 
UHODWLRQVKLSZLWK$OOHQGH¶VDGPLQLVWUDWLRQEHFDXVHWKHSDUW\FRQVLGHUHGWKDWWKH
Allende government did not achieve socialist and revolutionary 
transformations fast enough. The factional elites avoided repeating history and 
reinforced discipline within the party. The objective was to assure that no-one 
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LQVLGHWKHSDUW\ZRXOGFULWLFLVH%DFKHOHW¶VFDQGLGDF\)URPHOLWHV¶SHUVSHFWLYH
it was necessary someone who could bring together the whole party without 
deepening the existent difference between base membership and leadership. 
Bachelet was able to bridge momentarily this gap during her nomination and 
candidacy. During her administration, leaders deepened their authoritarianism 
and co-optation in order to ensure that the support gained during her campaign 
did not disintegrate. 
 
 
Additionally Bachelet was a mandataria and a politica who adapted to the 
ideas of power relations embedded within the party. Her nomination was a 
result of the selective incentives and the system of interest present in party 
participation. She became a mandataria because of her factional membership 
and her individual relationship with the elite.  As a politica, she adopted to the 
practice pattern. Her nomination showed how the practice pattern works in 
securing a PDQGDWDULR¶V nomination and also explains the lack of collective 
solidarity among politicas IRU DFKLHYLQJJHQGHU¶VJRDOV7KXVKHUQRPLQDWLRQ
did not base on feminist goals or gender achievement. It reflected hope and the 
possibility to re-frame meanings of power, linking those meanings with more 
pluralism and democracy. But it did not represent that feminist meanings about 
power were introduced within the institutional pattern. Moreover, her role as 
mandataria-politica means that she also adapts to male authoritarian and 
hierarchical power embedded in the practice pattern. Thus her victory was also 
a victory of leadership forms of domination, which were deepened during her 
administration. 
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I would suggest that discipline took the form of authoritarianism over members 
of the party, and as a result, deepened elite hegemony over decision-making. 
$V D UHVXOW WKH SDUW\¶V FRQGXFW ZDV KRPRJHQLVHG ZLWKRXW DQ\ SRVVLELOLW\ WR
GLVVHQW DJDLQVW %DFKHOHW¶V QRPLQation. Leader involved loyalty to the party, 
framing this loyalty with similar ideas of discipline and obedience found 
GXULQJWKH1HZ/HIWSHULRG7KXVKRSHZDVPL[HGZLWKIHDUWRUHSHDW$OOHQGH¶V
crisis. The legitimacy of Bachelet as a member and a leader of the party and the 
connection of her persona with the institutional pattern might facilitate the 
obedience and loyalty of the base membership. But the following quotations 
also show the existence of internal discipline regarding Bachelet's candidacy. 
Discipline focused on homogenising the conduct of the PSCh in order to 
support her nomination: 
  
³An authoritarian tendency is reinforced in order to close ranks for the first two years 
of a citizen adhesion complex´. (Cesar Barra, Valparaiso) 
 
³Ultimately, the PSCh accepted Michelle Bachelet as the (presidential) candidate but 
according to the different factions, from the perspective of the leaders of the various 
factions. That issue was not discussed at the grassroots level. The base membership 
was subsequently informed that Michelle was our candidate´. (Paddy Ahumada, 
Valparaiso) 
 
³I was not very involved in her nomination as a candidate, but her nomination is the 
result of discipline´. (Marcelo Diaz, Valparaiso). 
 
 
 
Discipline resulted in a tension between the presences of two patterns of 
political cultures within the PSCh. Party members identified Bachelet with the 
institutional pattern, as I described previously. However, regarding her 
nomination as a candidate, there was a strong internal discipline exercised over 
members by factional elites. The conjuncture of change and continuity 
facilitated this tension. Due to Bachelet's persona representing change, the base 
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membership expected more pluralism and internal democracy for reinforcing 
the system of solidarity, as described in the previous section.   This belief 
assured loyalty and obedience, strengthening the system of interest found in 
IDFWLRQ¶V SRZHU UHODWLRQV +RZHYHU %DFKHOHW UHSUHVHQWHG FRQWLQXLW\ WR WKH
extent that she was also a member of the elite. Factional elites acted to avoid 
any criticism that might impact upon an elite member or challenge power 
relations, partly to ensure that the party would not repeat its conduct during the 
Allende administration. The next two quotations reflect this tension, which 
identifies the process of disciplining by the elites, and its acceptance by party 
members because of loyalty to Bachelet: 
 
³The PSCh worked hard for Bachelet to be elected president. So, I do not agree with 
the idea that this image has been reinforced as saying that Michelle Bachelet was a 
phenomenon who was even against the parties, and  was imposed by people´. 
(Carmen  Andrade, Santiago) 
 
³I think that there is a deterioration in the PSCh internal democracy. If the democratic 
institutions had worked, the same result would have been reached, and Michelle's 
election as the presidential candidate would have been supported. But it was the same 
result in a different way, by way of a very restricted political definition´. (Paula 
Quintana, Valparaiso) 
 
 
A tension can thus be observed between the support of members for Bachelet, 
and the factional elites' disciplining of party members in order to homogenise 
party support for Bachelet. This tension came from the gap between the system 
of solidarity and the system of interest, which remained linked to the base 
membership (first one) and the system of interest (elites). Additionally, 
%DFKHOHW¶VQRPLQDWLRQSUHVHQWHGWKHRSSRUWXQLW\WRHQVXUHWKHSUDFWLFHSDWWHUQ
within formal structures, spaces where the institutional pattern was reproduced 
by base membership. Both issues deepened the division between elites and 
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membership when Bachelet was nominated. Discipline related to internal 
authoritarianism within the party, was deepened because the factional elites and 
party members did not want to repeat the tensions between Salvador Allende 
DQG WKH 36&K 6RPH PHPEHUV LQWHUSUHW %DFKHOHW¶V VXSSRUW DV UHIOHFWLQJ D
common agreement within the party to avoid repeating this experience of 
Allende. Therefore, discipline and obedience reflected the loyalty of the party 
towards its candidate. 7KH IHDURI UHSHDWLQJ$OOHQGH¶V LPSDVVHZLWK WKHSDUW\
was a powerful narrative for strengthening the discipline and authoritarianism 
enforced by the elite. This behaviour was not discussed or challenged by party 
PHPEHUVGXULQJ%DFKHOHW¶VQRPLQDWLRQ7KHFULWLFLVPRIWKLVGLVFLSOLQHVWDUWHG
DIWHU %DFKHOHW¶V LQDXJXUDWLRQ The following quotations show how this 
relationship between former President Allende was framed, and elite how the 
elite has used those narratives to reinforce internal discipline in order to 
JXDUDQWHH VXSSRUW IRU %DFKHOHW¶V FDQGLGDF\ 1HLWKHU WKH 36&K OHDGHUVKLS QRU
the membership wanted to repeat the same historic moment with Bachelet, and 
so allowed internal discipline. As a consequence, authoritarianism was 
permitted by both members and leaders: 
 
³The reason that causes this authoritarianism was a noble reason. But the way to solve 
this problem was wrong. This idea was to play a loyalty role if we have our president 
it is because she is our Michelle or it is because she is part of the alliance, (...) We 
were never going to do with another president what we did with Allende´. (Sergio 
Aguilo, Santiago) 
 
³A lack of dissent? It was not just a lack of dissent or our own opinion. Only the 
leaders had an opinion and these leaders had a single purpose, the trauma of Allende. 
This trauma was basically to not repeat what happened with Allende. But the most 
brutal authoritarianism was experienced by the Socialist Party thus far I remember´. 
(Marcelo Diaz, Valparaiso) 
 
³The PSCh has had a hyper-responsible behaviour throughout the transition. This 
behaviour is probably linked to the severe learning process (experienced by the party) 
as a result of its behaviour during the UP and its relationship with Allende´. (Osvaldo 
Puccio, Santiago) 
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³I was a member of the executive board throughout her period of government and the 
PSCh was very loyal (to Bachelet) in its conduct and performance. It did not attempt 
to impose (its views on her), and it did not have the dramatic tension that characterised 
Allende's relationship with the Socialist Party in the 70s´. (Ricardo Solari, Santiago) 
 
 
Discipline was facilitated because the strength of practice pattern with the 
PSCh political culture. Factional leaders reached an agreement in order to gain 
%DFKHOHW¶V FDQGLGDF\ DQG WR REWDLQ KHU QRPLQDWLRQ DV WKH Concertación¶V
official candidate78. A new party leadership was established when Bachelet was 
nominated as the socialist candidate. Among the new ruling group, there were 
PHPEHUVRI%DFKHOHW¶VIDFWLRQDQGOHDGHUVZKRZHUHhistoricos like Bachelet. 
Some of them were part of Almeydista group or experienced exile in East 
Germany as Bachelet did. This new factional agreement hegemonised decision-
making in a new mega-IDFWLRQ FDOOHG WKH ³1HZ 0DMRULW\´ DQG GHHSHQHG
authoritarianism and therefore the practice pattern for political participation. 
This New Majority was led by Ricardo Nuñez (Mega- Tendencia, former 
president of the PSCh Nuñez), and Camilo Escalona (Almeydismo), the leader 
of the Nueva Izquierda faction. Both faction leaders were identified as key 
DFWRUVLQ%DFKHOHW¶VUDFHWR WKHSUHVLGHQWLDOFDQGLGDF\QRPLQDWLRQ7KLVVWXG\
suggested that the New Left model of democratic centralism introduced 
authoritarianism and elite hegemony on decision making in the party. In 
addition, Socialist Renewal introduced co-optation and conceptualise the 
previous meanings under more individualized power-relations, deepened by 
                                                          
78
  The Christian Democratic Party nominated Soledad Alvear as its presidential 
candidate at the same time that Michelle Bachelet was nominated by the PPD and the PSCh. 
Both candidates had electoral support. It was agreed to organise primary elections in May 2005 
for designating the Concertación candidate. However, Soledad Alvear declined to continue her 
race for the Concertación nomination because of a lack of internal support from her party. 
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neoliberalist ideas. Consequently, authoritarianism was strengthened by 
neoliberal ideas. Both groups, Almeydismo and Mega-Tendencia, were linked 
to the practice pattern. Both groups took part in the New Majority, particularly 
in the executive of the party. Political participation in Bachelet´s nomination 
was mainly determined by the practice pattern as exercised between the new 
ruling factions, reinforced by the elite which assumed the leadership of the 
party in 2005.  Bachelet's candidacy was used to reinforce the practice pattern 
by the political elite, using the system of interest. 
 
 
Party documents detailed the change within the party. These documents 
attempted to justify this change in terms of the necessity for a disciplined party 
VRWKDW%DFKHOHW¶VFDQGLGDF\FRXOGVXFFHHG7KHIROORZLQJTXRWDWLRQVsuggest 
WKDWIDFWLRQDODJUHHPHQWVFRXOGPDNH%DFKHOHW¶VQRPLQDWLRQVXFFHVVIXOZLWKLQ
the Concertación. These quotations show how factions were strengthened and 
SOD\HGDUHOHYDQWUROHLQ%DFKHOHW¶VQRPLQDWLRQ2QHRXWFRPHDULVLQJIURPWKH
strength of factions was that elite hegemony over decision-making was 
GHHSHQHG GXULQJ KHU QRPLQDWLRQ GHVSLWH WKH PHPEHUVKLS¶V LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ RI
%DFKHOHW¶V SHUVRQD DV VWUHQJWKHQLQJ WKH LQVWLWXWLRQDO SDWWHUQ 7KH IROORZLQJ
quotations support this argument: 
 
³Bachelet was not at risk because Nuñez and Escalona made an executive board which 
was suited to her´..(Article Como se resolvió la salida del ex presidente de los 
socialistas) 
 
 ³(...) The Socialist Party chose Senator Ricardo Nuñez as its new president, from the 
socialist renovation. His name was proposed as a leader. He has the  necessary 
experience and attributes to lead to the success of its presidential candidate, Michelle 
Bachelet, and to increase (party) representation in the Parliament´. ( Articulo Nueva 
directiva PS da garantías a precandidata Michelle Bachelet) 
 
321 
 
 
 
These quotations show the influence of the New Majority on Bachelet´s 
candidacy. As a result of this New Majority, hegemony over decision-making, 
authoritarianism and co-optation were deepened within socialist political 
participation. Thus the system of interest was strengthened.  The New Majority 
ZDVERUQDVSDUWRI%DFKHOHW¶VQRPLQDWLRQDQGDFFRUGLQJWRVRPHPHPEHUVLW
allowed her nomination. This study argues that the relevance of factions to 
internal political participation allowed the emergence of this New Majority 
supporting Bachelet. This was the normal path to follow for a highly 
factionalised party within individualised power relations. Consequently, 
factionalism was reinforced, resulting in the strength of the practice pattern as a 
IRUP RI SROLWLFDO SDUWLFLSDWLRQ ZLWKLQ WKH 6RFLDOLVW 3DUW\ EHFDXVH %DFKHOHW¶V
nomination. The practice pattern has shaped the relationship between members 
and leaders since 2005. The membership accepted the New Majority and 
VXSSRUWHG%DFKHOHWGHVSLWHWKHIDFWLRQOHDGHUV¶DJUHHPHQWVDQGFRQGXFW In his 
first speech as President of the PSCh, Ricardo Nuñez made the need for the 
Party to unconditionally support the candidacy of Michelle Bachelet, with 
discipline and efficiency, clear: 
 
³Comrades, I have a conviction: Michelle Bachelet will be the president of Chile. But 
for her to successfully fulfil the mandate of the people, she will require a very solid 
party and a much disciplined one. We will win, Michelle will be the President; 
governing will not be easy, because there are many demands made, because there is a 
tendency towards populism. There is a tendency towards demagoguery, because there 
are still structural weaknesses in the nation state. Because of all those factors it will 
not be easy, and therefore, the Socialists have a huge obligation to loyalty, not a blind 
following which the party did not have with any of the Coalition governments. It is not 
an uncritical capacity, but an enormous loyalty and discipline´.(Informe  Politico del 
Presidente del PSCh, Ricardo Nuñez, 12 de marzo de 2005). 
 
 
Most of the militants interviewed agreed that her nomination coincided with a 
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period of authoritarianism, co-optation and hegemony over decision-making. 
Socialist narratives about Allende and the party were used to support her 
candidacy. While ideas presented in the institutional pattern were used in her 
GLVFRXUVHV HOLWHV UHLQIRUFHG WKH SUDFWLFH SDWWHUQ XVLQJ $OOHQGH¶V QDUUDWLYHV
The practice pattern became the more exercised pattern within internal 
relations in the party, in both formal and informal structures. This issue 
deepened the gap between the leadership and membership due to the fact that 
the institutional pattern as political culture started to lose the spaces where it 
had remained. Base membership did not accept the new conditions of 
SDUWLFLSDWLRQXQGHUWKHSUDFWLFHSDWWHUQHQGLQJLQWKHSDUW\¶VIUDJPHQWDWLRQLQ
2010. The following quotations illustrate this fact. These quotations identify a 
factional agreement as being responsible for the deepening of the pattern of 
practice. These quotations showed that there was homogeneous conduct among 
factions within the party: 
 
³To say this is the first government of a socialist after Allende is first very unfair to 
(Ricardo) Lagos, and second is centred on the internal debate which has arisen during 
the period 2006 to 2008. This debate is characterised by whether you were a dissident 
to the executive board which was formed by this majority, or whether you were a 
dissident to the government (of Bachelet). The internal displacement begins here with 
a more aggressive internal discourse´. (Cesar Barra, Valparaiso) 
 
³No, Escalonismo came (into the administration). She basically was involved in...  
who cannot have asked her to carry out a coup when she was running for president of 
the Republic. She gave support to the ousting of the President of the Socialist Party 
(Gonzalo Martner) early in her campaign. Quite brutal´. (Carlos Ominami, Santiago) 
 
³So one of the explanations is the party was aligned with the policies of president 
Bachelet. Beyond her, people also differentiated between Michelle Bachelet and her 
government.  What the Socialist Party did was to align itself with the government, 
without ever damaging the image of the president´. (Paula Quintana, Valparaiso) 
 
³The party tended to play a very authoritarian role because of its trauma, ending up 
betraying its own vocation, its own sense. (The Party) restricts, narrows, and it does 
not allow the expression of diversity in the party. This is because of its tremendous 
fear of being disloyal to a president coming from the party, who the party helped to 
elect´. (Sergio Aguilo, Santiago) 
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³$WWKDWWLPH\HV:KDWKDSSHQVLVWKDWXQWLOWKDWWLPH%DFKHOHW¶VQRPLQDWLRQ
the PSCh still had a plural conception of itself and its project. After this, the party´s 
vision was predominantly authoritarian and clientelist´. (Gonzalo Martner, Santiago) 
 
 
The above quotations strengthen our argument about the presence of strong 
discipline withiQ WKH 36&K VXSSRUWLQJ 0LFKHOOH %DFKHOHW¶V FDQGLGDF\ The 
institutional development of the party explains the acceptance of this discipline 
by members because of the presence of the system of solidarity and the system 
of interest at the same time, which is reflected in the two patterns of the 
political culture. Although Bachelet's persona was connected to the institutional 
pattern and the system of solidarity, the practice pattern and the system of 
interest were deepened and socialist narratives helped in this process. 
Therefore, membership loyalty to Bachelet enabled the reinforcement of the 
practice pattern because party members agreed to discipline their behaviour.  
This section also argues that the creation of a New Majority among the 
factional leaders deepened elite hegemony over decision-making. This fact is 
explained by the incorporation of former members of Almeydismo-NI and 
Mega-Tendencia in the factional agreement. I linked both groups with the 
practice pattern, associated with a strong authoritarianism and discipline. As a 
result, the practice pattern was deepened within political participation during 
the nomination of Bachelet. 
 
In this chapter, the influence of political cultures on the nomination of Michelle 
Bachelet as presidential candidate was identified. I suggested that three factors 
legitimised Bachelet as a member and a leader within the PSCh. These factors 
are: her membership in a faction; her identity as an historica member; and her 
role as a mandataria %DFKHOHW¶V OHJLWLPDF\ DV D PHPEHU Dnd leader of the 
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party strengthened the conjunction of both patterns of meanings of political 
participation in her nomination. Both institutional pattern and practice pattern 
were connected to her nomination. The first one, the institutional pattern, was 
found in the inclusion of sectors excluded from the decision-making of the 
party. Therefore, her candidacy and nomination represent the inclusion of 
marginal groups as part of the pluralism and democracy which is found within 
this pattern. The base membership linked her persona with this pattern and 
supported her on this basis. For them, Bachelet represented a change: a leader 
from outside the faction elites. However, she was also an insider due to her role 
as a mandataria and historical member. As a result, her nomination was a 
continuation of the way in which the internal leadership was already running 
the party. It did not shift participation from the system of interest to a system of 
solidarity, and it did not make the institutional pattern the dominant pattern for 
establishing power relations. Additionally, the practice pattern was visible in 
the use of strong discipline by factional elites to secure her nomination.  
Neither membership nor leadership wanted a repeat of the historical moment 
that the PSCh H[SHULHQFHGGXULQJ$OOHQGH¶VDGPLQLVWUDWLRQ7KHFRQMXQFWLRQRI
both continuity and change linked her persona with the political cultures of the 
SDUW\ $OVR SDUW\ OHDGHUV DYRLGHG FXUUHQW FULWLFLVP RI WKH 36&K¶V FRQGXFW
LPSDFWLQJQHJDWLYHO\XSRQ%DFKHOHW¶V nomination. As a result of this conduct, 
the practice pattern was deepened due to the strengthening of authoritarianism, 
co-optation and hegemony within the party. A tension within political 
SDUWLFLSDWLRQ LQ WKH SDUW\ DURVH RYHU %DFKHOHW¶V QRPLQDWLRQ 0HPbers 
connected her candidacy with the institutional pattern, but the political elite 
deepened the practice pattern in order to ensure full support for her candidacy. 
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7KHQH[WFKDSWHUVKRZVWKHLQIOXHQFHRI%DFKHOHW¶VQRPLQDWLRQRQWKH36&K¶V
political cultures. 
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    Chapter 7 
ǯ
and on the party as institution 
 
 
The previous chapters have described the political cultures of the PSCh, and its 
LQIOXHQFH RQ 0LFKHOOH %DFKHOHW¶V QRPLQDWLRQ 7KH Solitical cultures of the 
PSCh were defined as frameworks for action expressed by two patterns of 
meaning of political participation and power relations. Previous chapters have 
explained linkages to their formative contexts over three periods which help to 
conceptualise meanings about power and participation for framing party 
agency. The first one is named institutional pattern; the second one is called 
practice pattern. The first pattern was the formal institutional pattern of 
meaning which defines political participation as democratic, libertarian, and 
pluralistic, mostly found among base membership. It was conceptualised 
during the Foundation stage of the party (1933-1956) when the system of 
solidarity and the idea of community of equals collectively identified with the 
SDUW\¶V JRDO ZDV WKH GRPLQDQW IRUP RI SDUWLFLSDWLRQ   ,W LV D PXOWL-concept 
pattern formed by meanings about democratic plural and libertarian power. It 
IUDPHV WKH EDVH PHPEHUVKLS¶V DJHQF\ ZLWKLQ IRUPDO VWUXFWXUHV FRQJUHVV
assemblies or committees).  Democracy is conceived as a tolerant form of 
political participation which has differentiated the PSCh from other leftist 
parties. Libertarianism is related to the ability of the party to include different 
ideological approaches within its structure, which can coexist without 
SUREOHPV 3OXUDOLVP LV UHODWHG WR WKH GLYHUVH FKDUDFWHULVWLFV LQ PHPEHUV¶
backgrounds. The institutional pattern does not consider gender differences 
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within its community of equals. Rather it focuses on class background. 
BDFKHOHW¶VQRPLQDWLRQ VHHPV WR LQWHJUDWH WKLV LGHD WR WKHSDWWHUQSDUWLFXODUO\
feminist ideas of the inclusion of women. However, this pattern has continued 
to remain conservative in this regard. 
 
 
The second pattern is the informal practice pattern which defines political 
participation in terms of co-optation, authoritarianism and hegemony over 
decision-making. This pattern is found in the relationship establish between 
members and leaders in factions, informal type of structures. It was 
conceptualised by the New Left and Socialist Renewal stages. The first stage 
integrated authoritarianism and elite hegemony under the collective idea of 
participation presented in this stage. Those meanings turned into more 
individualistic ideas of power during the Socialist Renewal stage, which also 
added co-optation to this multi-conceptual pattern. The practice pattern 
conceptualised power by the ideas of authoritarianism and co-optation by elites 
who hegemonised decision making, reinforcing the system of interest within 
factions. Thus, this pattern embedded a hierarchical meaning of power and 
DOORZHG WKHGHYHORSPHQWRIFOLHQWHOLVWLF OLQNDJHVZLWK IDFWLRQ¶PHPEHUV7KH
meanings of power embedded in this pattern represented male authoritarian 
power reproduced by socialist politicas within factions who reinforce the 
gendered relations in those informal structures. . Both patterns were 
FRQFHSWXDOLVHGGXULQJSDUW\¶VLQVWLWXWLRQDOGHYHORSPHQWDQGUHIUDPLQJE\QHZ
PHDQLQJV LQWURGXFHG WR WKH SDUW\¶V DJHQF\ &RQWH[W PHGLDWHG LQ WKis process 
rather to force the development of those patterns.  
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I suggested three factors which legitimised Bachelet as a member and leader 
within PSCh. These factors are: her membership in a faction; her identity as an 
historica member; and her role as a mandataria. These factors are strengthened 
by the practice pattern of the PSCh political culture. Thus Bachelet's legitimacy 
as a member and leader of the PSCh connects her persona with both patterns of 
meanings. The base membership symbolically connected her persona to the 
institutional pattern. In particular, she was related to the neglected sectors of 
the party excluded from decision-making during the transition to democracy. 
Therefore, the base membership linked her candidacy and nomination to the 
inclusion of these sectors as part of the pluralism and democracy found in this 
pattern, meanings connected to the institutional pattern and the system of 
solidarity. By contrast, the political elite strengthened the practice pattern in the 
party due to her candidacy. This pattern was reinforced by the factional elites 
using an historical precedent presented in the socialist narratives. They tried to 
DYRLG LQWHUQDO FULWLFLVP LPSDFWLQJ XSRQ %DFKHOHW¶V FDQGLGDF\ XVLQJ WKH
QDUUDWLYHRI$OOHQGH¶VFULVLV WRGHHSHQ WKe practice pattern. It is apparent that 
strong discipline came from the factional elite in order to ensure her 
nomination. Consequently, the practice pattern has been deepened through the 
strengthening of authoritarianism, co-optation and hegemony over decision-
making within the party. This study suggests that loyalty, linked to the 
historical momentum among membership and leadership, facilitated the 
development of the practice pattern during her nomination. 
 
The current chapter focuses on the influence of 0LFKHOOH%DFKHOHW¶VFDQGLGDF\
RQ WKH36&K¶VSROLWLFDO FXOWXUHV+HUQRPLQDWLRQGHHSHQHG WKH WHQVLRQZLWKLQ
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WKH36&K¶V WZRSROLWLFDOFXOWXUHVEHFDXVHRI WKHGLYHUJHQFHEHWZHHQ WKHEDVH
membership and elite understandings of the patterns of meanings.   As was 
previously described, the base membership connected her persona with the 
institutional pattern, and the political elite reinforced the practice pattern within 
the party in order to assure her nomination.  While the PSCh base membership 
seeks to strengthen internal participation in a pattern closer to the system of 
solidarity, the PSCh elite reinforced the system of interest and the practice 
pattern. Evidence of tensions between the patterns was apparent after her 
election because internal relation between members and leaders became tense 
after her election in 2006, and finally fragmented in 2010. While her 
administration took into account the institutional pattern, particularly through 
attempts at gender inclusion in her cabinet, the practice pattern were 
strengthened inside the PSCh. It is suggested that authoritarianism, co-optation 
and hegemony over decision-making were strengthened during the Bachelet 
administration in order to ensure membership loyalty to her administration. 
Discipline was reinforced during these years to ensure the complete obedience 
of the party and to avoid repeating the historic inertia experienced by the party 
in the Allende period. The presence of this pattern of political cultures within 
WKH36&KFRQWUDGLFWHGWKHEDVHPHPEHUVKLS¶s expectations because the practice 
SDWWHUQZDV UHLQIRUFHGDQG WKHV\VWHPRI LQWHUHVWGHHSHQHG:KLOH%DFKHOHW¶V
DGPLQLVWUDWLRQKLJKOLJKWHGWKHLQVWLWXWLRQDOSDWWHUQWKH36&K¶VDFWXDOSDWWHUQRI
political participation was marked by authoritarianism, co-optation and 
hegemony over decision-PDNLQJ LQ RUGHU WR HQVXUH WKH SDUW\¶V OR\DOW\ WR KHU
administration. Elites reinforced the practice pattern including formal spaces in 
the party structure where the institutional pattern used to frame base 
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membership participation. This dynamic was resisted by socialist bases, which 
saw a threat to the traditional meanings of the party. Consequently a tension 
DSSHDUVZLWKLQSDUW\¶V LQWHUQDO UHODWLRQV:KLOH WKH V\VWHPRI LQWHUHVW DQG WKH
practice pattern was held inside factions, base members were able to frame 
their agency with the institutional pattern and the system of solidarity outside 
those factions. When socialist elites introduce this pattern within formal 
structures, the secondary political culture was threatened b\ HOLWHV¶ GRPLQDQW
culture. This fact deepened the existing division between leaders and members 
to the point of fragmenting the party in 2010. 
 
 
This chapter explores in depth the tension resulting from the two patterns of 
political cultures, and the resulting contradictions. Firstly, it focuses on how 
%DFKHOHW¶V SHUVRQD LPSDFWHG XSRQ WKH LQVWLWXWLRQDO SDWWHUQ , VXJJHVW WKDW
pluralism was reinforced by her nomination. In particular, I identify gender 
issues highlighted by her nomination and her administration as being connected 
WR KHU LQIOXHQFH RQ WKH 36&K¶V SROLWLFDO FXOWXUHs. Therefore, it is possible to 
suggest that the institutional pattern is identifiable in the advancement of 
gender parity policies over the course of her administration. These policies 
impacted upon the PSCh.  They deepened the tension between the two patterns 
at the same time that they reflected the two systems of participation. While 
Bachelet introduced parity policies in her administration, women did not 
increase their influence within it. This is a first contradiction found within the 
party, and it occurred because the institutional pattern was not strengthened 
GXULQJ%DFKHOHW¶VDGPLQLVWUDWLRQ2QWKHFRQWUDU\politicas within factions and 
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politicas-mandatarias reproduced patriarchal power relations which deepened 
WKH SUDFWLFH SDWWHUQ :RPHQ UHPDLQ ODUJHO\ H[FOXGHG IURP WKH 36&K¶V
decision-making process. Women in leadership positions reproduce this pattern 
to secure their role of mandatarias in the same way that their male counterparts 
do. The lack of gender solidarity described in Chapter 5 (Pp262-268) prevents 
politicas from collectively challenging masculine and authoritarian meanings 
RI SRZHU  %DFKHOHW¶V FDQGLGDF\ DQG HOHFWLRQ GLG QRW FKDQJH WKLV EHKDYLRXU
Secondly, the chapteU GHVFULEHV KRZ %DFKHOHW¶V QRPLQDWLRQ UHLQIRUFHG WKH
practice pattern inside the party. Authoritarianism and co-optation were 
reinforced within factions as recurring characteristics of power relations. 
Internal discipline was strengthened by party leaders, who also strengthened 
their hegemony over decision-making in order to ensure party obedience to 
%DFKHOHW¶VDGPLQLVWUDWLRQ7KLVLVDVHFRQGFRQWUDGLFWLRQWKDWFDQEHLGHQWLILHG
LQWKHLQIOXHQFHRI0LFKHOOH%DFKHOHWRQWKH36&K¶VSROLWLFDOFXOWXUH:KLOHWhe 
Bachelet administration constructed a Citizens' Government (see below) based 
LQ LGHDV UHODWHG WR V\VWHP RI VROLGDULW\ WKH 36&K¶V SROLWLFDO SDUWLFLSDWLRQ
process was driven by authoritarianism, co-optation and hegemony over 
decision-making, reinforcing the practice pattern. The resultant contradictions 
deepened the divisions between the base membership and the leadership, and 
between the central leadership and those leaders excluded from the new 
factional majority. One consequence was seemed in the 2010 presidential 
election, when the party divided itself into support for three separate 
candidates. While the PSCh supported the Concertación´s candidate, two 
former socialist leaders ran for the presidency outside of the party organization. 
One, Sergio Arrate, a former Convergencia leader, was supported by the PCCh. 
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The other, Marcos Enriquez-Ominami, a former socialist deputy, resigned from 
the party and formed his own party (Progressive Party-Partido Progresista) in 
order to run in the presidential elections. Both candidates were excluded from 
the party elites which decided to support the Christian Democrat candidate and 
not to allow a socialist member to run for the presidency. These events suggest 
that the practice pattern deepened the fragmentation among the elite and in the 
party membership. The party split was a clear outcome of the influence of the 
practice pattern.  
 
ĂĐŚĞůĞƚ ?Ɛinfluence on the institutional pattern: the first contradiction 
 
It was previously suggested that the institutional pattern was identified with the 
candidacy of Michelle Bachelet. She was legitimised as a member by the base 
membership because she was recognized as an historica member of the party 
and identified by the membership as someone who had been a member of the 
party all of her life. As I claim in Chapter 6, Bachelet was connected to the 
symbolic socialist narrative related in particular to the Salvador Allende 
administration.  Bachelet's nomination symbolised the themes of democracy 
and pluralism because it represented the inclusion of neglected sectors of the 
PSCh in decision-making. Those meanings were connected to the system of 
solidarity found among the base membership. One of these sectors is women. 
Therefore, her candidacy was seen by the base membership as a way to include 
women in party decision-making and so to improve gendered power 
relationships and support inclusion in party politics. Focusing on the influence 
of Bachelet on the political cultures, it is possible to suggest that her 
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nomination helped to reinforce the importance of gender issues within the 
PSCh. An example of this influence is the set of parity policies introduced by 
Bachelet's administration. Michelle Bachelet introduced policies which aimed 
WRVWUHQJWKHQZRPHQ¶VSROLWLFDOSDUWLFLSDWLRQLQKHUDGPinistration. She stated 
LQ KHU SURJUDPPH WKDW ³D SDULW\ FDELQHW EHWZHHQ PHQ DQG ZRPHQ LQ WKH 
3UHVLGHQWLDODSSRLQWHHVZLOOEHIRUPHG´DQGWKDW³D4XRWD/DZWRFRUUHFWWKH
GHILFLW LQ IHPDOH SROLWLFDO UHSUHVHQWDWLRQ ZLOO EH SURPRWHG´ %DFKHOHW
Campaign Programme, 2005: 89). 
 
 
She introduced parity in her cabinet and in the most relevant positions in the 
public administration for first time in Chile. 50% of the members of her 
Cabinet were women. 48.3% of vice-ministers and 46.1% of regional 
governors were womeQ )UHLV   %DFKHOHW¶V DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ FUHDWHG
the Boeninger Commission in 2006 to introduce changes in the binominal 
electoral system. One of the recommendations coming from the commission 
was to incorporate a mechanism which would increase women¶VSDUWLFLSDWLRQ
in politics. One outcome coming from this commission was the Quota Law Bill 
WKDW %DFKHOHW¶V DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ SDVVHG WR WKH 1DWLRQDO &RQJUHVV LQ  7KLV
bill stated that (1) each gender may not have more than 70% in executive 
boards and candidates list which were presented in popular elections; (2) a 
financial incentive would be introduced for parties to increase the numbers of 
women candidates in elections; (3) the law would encourage equal 
opportunities for membership and balanced participation within political 
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SDUWLHV¶RUJDQL]DWLRQV79. Similar to other attempts to introduce a Quota Law, it 
did not succeed, due to the lack of commitment from political parties. The 
Concertación parties did not support this bill in the National Congress. This 
event included the PSCh elites in gender issues which were outside their core 
narratives. For those narratives gender policies were invisible, and passing a 
quota law and gender equality were not a priority. 
 
 
The feminist membership pressed for greater pluralism within the Socialist 
3DUW\ RQ JHQGHU LVVXHV DV D UHVXOW RI WKH %DFKHOHW DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ¶V SROLFLHV
They pressed for gender issues becoming part of the party agenda through 
seminars. Some of them suggested that this pressure led to positive results in 
elections. I would suggest that this was a result of Bachelet's election because 
WKH PHPEHUVKLS OLQNHG %DFKHOHW¶V SHUVRQD ZLWK WKH LQVWLWXWLRQDO SDWWHUQ
particularly the aim of democratising the party leadership by the inclusion of 
previously excluded sectors, and women being one of them by the inclusion of 
gender questions and issues into party politics. The role of the outsider 
Bachelet led to an apparent change in the status of gender issues within the 
party. This was perceived by base members, who connected the election of 
Bachelet as president in 2006 to the growing incentives for the discussion of 
gender issues within the party. After her nomination and election as president, 
the base membership was more willing to address gender inclusion themes than 
before her nomination. The following quotations support this argument. These 
                                                          
79
  Quota Law: Women in Politics. Chilean National Congress Press. Accessed 
08.03.2012 [ http://www.bcn.cl/de-que-se-habla/femicidio-una-nueva-prioridad ] 
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quotations address positive outcomes on gender issues due to Bachelet´s 
nomination, outcomes in relation to which it is possible to identify the impact 
of pluralism in the PS&K¶VPHPEHUVKLS7KLVRXWFRPHLVFRQILUPHGE\WKHEDVH
PHPEHUVKLS DQG OHDGHUVKLS ZKR GHVFULEH WKH SRVLWLYH LPSDFW RI %DFKHOHW¶V
election on gender issues. This impact is highlighted as a way to democratise 
power within the political elite through the introduction of women into the 
party leadership. Therefore, pluralism is linked to the integration of women in 
the party bodies, and the democratization of power as a result of this inclusion. 
 
³Talking about gender equality and quotas occurred more often, and this is an issue on 
which Michelle Bachelet sets the agenda, and it influences the PSCh. She also 
influenced other parties, but mainly the PSCh. More workshops, more women's 
meetings took place´. (Carolina Rey, Valparaiso) 
³I think the change that hit the party was the gender issue, and it generated a change in 
the feeling of the base membership´. (Paula Quintana, Valparaiso) 
³7RGD\¶V HOHFWLRQ PDNHV D GLIIHUHQFH IURP WKH SUHYLRXV \HDUV EHFDXVH  RI WKH
women who make up the central committee were themselves elected. And we have a 
system that needs to have 30% of women in the Central Committee. In all of the 
previous elections, the women have voted for men. Women had to replace the men 
who received the fewest votes. This is how they let a woman be elected. In this 
election it was the opposite. All of the women were elected by their own votes and 
with a very high percentage of votes´.  (Denisse Pascal Allende, Valparaiso) 
³Michelle demanded parity in the party, and she still has not succeeded (in this) 
because machismo VH[LVP LV KDUG WR RYHUFRPH « :H MXVW VHW XS DQ H[HFXWLYH
board with eight men and one woman, but the political committee comprised 40% of 
women.´ (Sergio Aguilo, Santiago) 
 
³I'm seeing a change in practices that progresses to higher levels, but (this trend) has 
not yet come to the board. (This trend) is already found in the central committee, in 
the political commission. This approach is found even in the candidates list of the 
current president. I think this (issue) is a clear evidence of WKHSUHVLGHQW¶VLQIOXHQFHLQ
the party, and of cultural change´ (Soledad Barría, Santiago) 
 
 
'HVSLWH WKLV SRVLWLYH YLHZ RI WKH LPSDFW RI %DFKHOHW¶V QRPLQDWLRQ LQVLGH WKH
SDUW\ JHQGHU LVVXHV LQ VRPH ILHOGV ZHUH QRW PRGLILHG DW DOO %DFKHOHW¶V
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nomination and elections was not a feminist victory and it did not integrate 
feminist goals into party political cultures. Although meanings about plural and 
democratic power were linked to her persona, the institutional pattern has not 
being re-framed by gender inclusion and feminist goals. Those themes still 
remain secondary themes within the party. Additionally the practice pattern 
continues being framed by a male authoritarian and hierarchical power within 
elites, which are not able to support feminist goals because those goals are 
invisible to their core narratives as I previously suggested. The following data 
support both statements. Female candidates for the last city council elections in 
2008 were 28% of the total candidates. Of the total number of female 
candidates for mayors (19), only three were elected. The number of female 
members of the PSCh elected as communal councillors was higher, 291 from 
742 candidates in total (Freis 2010, 129-129). But this was still only 39% of the 
total candidates, well short of parity. Female representation within the party 
organisation occurs at lower rates than those found in city council 
representation. In 2006, when Bachelet inaugurated her administration, just 
16.6% of the elected positions inside parties were occupied by women. In the 
2009 Congressional elections, women increased their participation in the 
Senate (12.5%) but suffered decreased participation in the Chamber of 
Deputies (14.2%). The PSCh increased by 6 percentage points the number of 
elected female candidates in the Congress, but the data shows that this trend 
was not reflected in the party organisation.  
 
PSCh is still a male dominated party with elites that reproduce male 
authoritarian power in formal and informal structures. This data confirmed that 
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socialist politicas have not challenge collectively internal power relations, 
maintaining male dominated leadership. Socialist politicas have adapted to 
these male-dominated ideas of power and leadership in the same way that their 
male counterparts in the base membership and the leadership. While politicas 
are pressuring for more spaces for gender inclusion and linking those ideas 
with the institutional pattern, they are also reproducing the dominant political 
culture within informal structures. They have turned into traditional 
masculinised subjects who reproduce the masculine ideas of power despite 
their feminist discourses. They do not challenge those ideas collectively 
because they have not been able to strengthen gender solidarities within formal 
and informal stUXFWXUHV7KHUHIRUH%DFKHOHW¶VQRPLQDWLRQDQGHOHFWLRQZDVQRW
a feminist victory which is possible to understand under a gender approach.  
On the contrary, her victory has reinforced authoritarian and co-optative 
PHDQLQJVRISRZHUZLWKLQSDUW\¶VVWUXFWXUes. This contradiction is explained by 
WKH UROH WKDW WKH SDUW\¶V SROLWLFDO FXOWXUHV KDYH SOD\HG WR VXSSRUW KHU
nomination. Meanings and ideas about plural and democratic power were 
linked to her persona by base membership, hoping to strengthen institutional 
pattern and the system of solidarity. However, elites reinforced the practice 
pattern and the system of interest, particularly meanings and ideas of male 
authoritarian, co-optative and hierarchical power. This is the first contradiction 
found as a result of her nomination. While she represented the institutional 
pattern on gender issues, particularly pluralism due to gender inclusion, the 
party is not reproducing this pattern and is instead reinforcing the practice one.   
%DFKHOHW¶V SDULW\ SROLFLHV ZHUH Qot adopted by the party organization during 
her administration.  
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The data and the following quotations demonstrate that decision-making within 
the party can still be characterized as male-dominated. The institutional pattern 
was not reinforced, and the political elite remained male-dominated so 
reproducing the same lines of inclusion and exclusion and patronage 
(elitizacion). The democratization of the leadership through the inclusion of 
new actors such as women was prevented by the practice pattern which 
strengthened authoritarian relationships between members and leaders. This 
pattern acted as a barrier to women who were not able to act collectively to 
increase their representation in the party executive. On the contrary, politicas 
continue framing their ideas of power through the practice pattern. 
Additionally, politicas have not been able to re-frame the institutional pattern 
under their ideas of inclusive power. After her election and her administration, 
the described ideas about gender inclusion linked to meanings of democratic 
and pluralistic power were not found. Still the institutional pattern is linked to 
class background when pluralism and democracy are described by base 
PHPEHUV *HQGHU LQFOXVLRQ LV QRW FRQVLGHUHG 7KXV %DFKHOHW¶V LQIOXHQFH RQ
the PSCh political cultures involved a contradiction, because it reinforced the 
practice pattern and male authoritarian meanings of power rather than a 
pluralistic and democratic idea of participation from a gender perspective. In 
contrast, individualised poliWLFDO SDUWLFLSDWLRQ KDV IUDJPHQWHG ZRPHQ¶V
participation within the party, and the practice pattern has prevented a re-
collectivised political participation by women. The lack of solidarity among 
politicas has not changed. Authoritarianism and co-optation within factions 
KDYHDFWHGDVEDUULHUVWRVWUHQJWKHQLQJZRPHQ¶VSDUWLFLSDWLRQIURPDFROOHFWLYH
perspective, as factional politics are highly masculinised. Politicas still did not 
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challenge and transform masculine power relations but adapted to them. 
ThereIRUH%DFKHOHW¶VLQIOXHQFH represents continuity despite symbolically she 
represents change and embody hope for the base. Politicas have continued to 
frame their participation with gendered approaches found in both political 
cultures and their lack of solidarity have prevent them to challenge those 
meanings collectively. The PSCh has kept its patriarchal model of power 
relations. This is suggested in the following quotes: 
 
³I think her influence to seek gender equality is not reflected in the party. The balance 
between both genders in her cabinet and the sample that she gave during her entire 
premiership is not reflected in the party executive today. I would say that (she) 
allowed women to feel really able to face new challenges. I do not think (her) 
influence has been so strong in that sense´. (Denisse Pascal Allende, Valparaiso). 
³The public approves of (Bachelet's being) a woman. (The public) not only approves 
of her but it approves of her way of relating to people, her way of doing politics even 
though it is a way centred on the media. Perhaps there are other ways; maybe these 
ways are not so popular so they are not considered. I think the Socialist Party is the 
party that cares the least (about gender). I remember saying to Osvaldo (Andrade, 
president of the party) that you promote parity policies in your campaign and now you  
have not  supported women, not one´. (Ana Bells Jara, Santiago) 
 
The above quotations demonstrate the tension identified between the patterns 
RISROLWLFDOSDUWLFLSDWLRQLQ%DFKHOHW¶V candidacy. Her persona was linked to the 
inclusion of neglected sectors, in particular women, and the democratization of 
power relations. There is evidence that her administration did work to achieve 
this goal during its first years. However, the party did not alter the composition 
of political elites within the party. On the contrary, the PSCh retained its 
patriarchal model of power relations within decision-making, and the political 
elite remained male-dominated. Although mandatarias are found among the 
party elite during the Bachelet administration, a greater influence of female 
leaders on decision-making within the party was not apparent. Leadership in 
340 
 
 
 
factions remains male-dominated, as demonstrated by the last internal elections 
of the PSCh in 2010.   
 
%DFKHOHW¶V LQWHUQDO OHJLWLPDF\ZDVDIIHFWHGE\ WKHFRQWUDGLFWLRQ LQ UHODWLRQ WR
gender inclusion, because her persona was connected to the masculine models 
of power relations embedded in faction dynamics.   %DFKHOHW¶VOHJLWLPDF\ZDV
affected by the strenJWKHQLQJ RI WKH SUDFWLFH SDWWHUQ LQ WKH SDUW\¶V SROLWLFDO
participation. Her factional membership and mandataria role undermined her 
internal support, because her persona was connected with the factional 
agreement which dominated the party during her administration. This was the 
RXWFRPH RI D VHFRQG FRQWUDGLFWLRQ LGHQWLILHG LQ WKH LQIOXHQFH RI %DFKHOHW¶V
candidacy on the PSCh political cultures. While her persona was symbolically 
linked to the institutional pattern by the base membership, the political elite 
reinforced the practice pattern in order to assure membership support and 
loyalty to her administration. This pattern did not remain exclusively as power 
relations within factions, but was used by elites for framing power relations 
within formal structures, spaces where the institutional pattern was still used by 
base membership. Therefore, the institutional pattern did not deeply influence 
WKH36&K¶VFRQGXFWEHFDXVHWKHIDFWLRQDOHOLWHUHLQIRUFHGWKHSUDFWLFHSDWWHUQWR
discipline the conduct of party members. On the contrary, it was threatened by 
the inclusion of meanings of authoritarian and co-optative power in formal 
spaces of participation. The next section describes how the practice pattern was 
GHHSHQHGDVDUHVXOWRI%DFKHOHW¶VQRPLQDWLRQ 
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Bacheleƚ ?ƐŝŶĨůƵĞŶĐĞŽŶƚŚĞƉƌĂĐƚŝĐĞƉĂƚƚĞƌŶ: second contradiction 
 
The previous section described the first contradiction within the institutional 
pattern. This contradiction was linked to gender issues within the PSCh. 
$OWKRXJK0LFKHOOH%DFKHOHW¶VFDQGLGDF\UHSresented the inclusion of neglected 
sectors, such as women, the party did not alter the composition of its political 
elite. As a result, the political elite of the PSCh remained male-dominated elite. 
This scenario was not challenged by socialist politicas who adapted to the 
practice pattern, reproducing male and patriarchal ideas of power embedded in 
WKHSUDFWLFHSDWWHUQ'HVSLWH%DFKHOHW¶VSHUVRQDEHLQJOLQNHGWRWKHSRVVLELOLW\
of gender inclusion within elites by socialist politicas, they were not able to re-
frame the ideas of democracy and pluralism embedded in the institutional 
pattern after her election.  Politicas have continued using both political cultures 
without integrating gender inclusion within the institutional pattern or 
transform authoritarian ideas of power embedded in the practice pattern. The 
lack of solidarities found among politicas has prevented any possibility to 
collectivise those meanings and challenge the current political cultures.   
 
The second contradiction found in the interviews is related to the practice 
SDWWHUQ %DFKHOHW¶V FDQGLGDF\ DQG QRPLQDWLRQ ZHUH FRQQHFWHG WR WKH
institutional pattern, particularly pluralism, as previously discussed. The 
practice pattern was deepened and strengthened by the political elite, first in 
order to assure party support for her candidacy, and secondly to assure party 
support for her administration. Discipline was apparent in the relationship 
between members and leaders in the party, in order to secure internal support 
for her nomination. It can be suggested that the practice pattern was deepened 
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during her administration in order to ensure party loyalty and obedience. The 
PHPEHUVKLS GLG QRW FKDOOHQJH HOLWH FRQWURO GXULQJ %DFKHOHW¶V FDQGLGDF\
EHFDXVH WKH QDUUDWLYHV RI $OOHQGH¶V DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ GHWHUred them from 
challenging elite domination.  The base membership initially accepted the 
control and discipline imposed by the elite in order to prevent a repetition of 
the Allende experience. When the elites framed their power relations using the 
practice patter within formal structures after her election as president, base 
membership resisted to reproduce this political culture in formal spaces. The 
system of solidarity and the institutional pattern were used within formal 
structures by the base membership, which allow this culture to be reproduced 
even in new generations. The changes in elite behaviour threatened the survival 
of this particular culture.  Authoritarianism, co-optation and hegemony over 
decision-making were strengthened during the Bachelet period within formal 
structures of the party which was not seemed in the party before. The following 
quotations show that authoritarianism was a key factor in political participation 
ZLWKLQ WKH SDUW\ GXULQJ %DFKHOHW¶V DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ $OVR WKH IROORZLQJ
quotations demonstrate that the deepening of the practice pattern by the 
IDFWLRQDOHOLWHVZDVUHVLVWHGDPRQJVWWKHEDVHPHPEHUVKLSGXULQJ%DFKHOHW¶V
administration. These quotations show that the initial deepening of the practice 
pattern by elites for assuring the complete support of the membership to her 
nomination turned into the complete control of the party by those elites during 
her administration. Factional elites used and deepened the practice pattern in 
their relationship with the base membership for controlling the party 
completely.  The division between membership and leadership was 
consequently deepened to the point that the resistance from base membership 
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led to the fragmentation of the party. 
 
³We have to remember that public support (for the Bachelet administration) fell to 
quite low levels in June 2008. This (issue) clearly reinforces the view that the logic of 
dissent here, the different opinions towards her government, must be silenced´. (Cesar 
Barra, Valparaiso) 
³No, Bachelet was not imposed on us by the elites, she was imposed on us by the 
impression of citizens yearning for change and identifying with her. The Party was 
subjected to this phenomenon and the Socialist Party was disciplined around this 
phenomenon. And (the party) brutally reinforced its political action. The Socialist 
Party was politically and mentally silenced during the Bachelet period´. (Marcelo 
Diaz, Valparaiso) 
 
³The Socialist Party supported her, but the party also supported her as an act of 
discipline because it was the decision.  In fact it was the opinion that Camilo Escalona 
as president of the Socialist Party had always held (that decisions must be supported), 
even when such decisions may be contrary to the  opinion of the majority (of the 
party) or be contrary to socialist ideas´. (Paula Quintana, Valparaiso) 
 
 
The above quotation describes how the practice pattern was strengthened 
ZLWKLQWKH36&KVRDVWRHQVXUHLQWHUQDOVXSSRUWIRU%DFKHOHW¶VDGPLQLVWUDWLRQ
Discipline and obedience of members became key goals for the factional elites 
to control the party. These quotations also demonstrate the tension between the 
institutional pattern linking to her persona by the base membership, and the 
practice pattern reinforced by the factional elite. While the institutional pattern 
is identified with the government of Bachelet, the practice pattern is mostly 
observed within the PSCh. Furthermore, the contradiction between the two 
SDWWHUQVZDVGHHSHQHGE\%DFKHOHW¶VDGPLQLVWUDWLRQ%DFKHOHW¶VDGPLQLVWUDWLRQ
focused on deepening citizen participation in decision-making, encouraging 
ideas that members identified with system of solidarity and the institutional 
pattern.  Taking into account the disenchantment of civil society with political 
SDUWLHV%DFKHOHW¶VDGPLQLVWUDWLRQLQWURGXFHG the model of citizen government 
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[Gobierno Ciudadano@ WR DVVXUH FLWL]HQ SDUWLFLSDWLRQ LQ 6WDWH LQVWLWXWLRQV¶
decision-making. During her campaign, Bachelet conducted public meetings 
with local communities so as to develop her political programme. These 
meeWLQJ ZHUH QDPHG &LWL]HQV¶ 'LDORJXHV >Dialogos Ciudadanos] and they 
were described as a method for developing a more inclusive political 
programme, taking into account the opinion of civil society (Bachelet 2005, 
Introduction). Thus, after her election, the &LWL]HQV¶ *RYHUQPHQW ZDV WKH
FRQWLQXLW\ RI WKH &LWL]HQV¶ 'LDORJXHV 7KH REMHFWLYHV RI WKH &LWL]HQV¶
*RYHUQPHQW ZHUH WR HPSRZHU FLWL]HQVKLS DQG WR VWLPXODWH IRUPVRI FLWL]HQV¶
participation which impact upon the development of State policies (Bachelet 
Campaign Programme 2005, 80). This programme was developed through the 
Citizenship Participation Agenda [Agenda Pro Participación Ciudadana 2006-
@7KLVDJHQGDFHQWUHGRQIRXUDUHDVFLWL]HQV¶ULJKWVWRLQIRUPDWLRQ
participatory governance; (3) the strengthening of civil society; and (4) 
eliminating discrimination and promoting social diversity. The main outcome 
of this agenda was the establishment of frequent meetings between public 
authorities and local communities in order to strengthen civil society 
participation in public policies. In particular, town council meetings and 
dialogues were organized to discuss budget issues and the implementation of 
public policies. The membership understood those ideas as part of the 
institutional pattern and the system of solidarity, particularly democracy. 
7KHVH SXEOLF SROLFLHV LPSOHPHQWHG E\ %DFKHOHW¶V DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ ZHQW LQ WKH
RSSRVLWH GLUHFWLRQ WR WKH 36&K¶V LQWHUQDO GHYHORSPHQWV LQ SROLWLFDO
participation. The reinforcement of the practice pattern by the political elite did 
not extend the inclusive form of political participation used in government. 
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:KLOH WKH EDVH PHPEHUVKLS ZDV VHHLQJ WKHVH SROLFLHV HQDFWHG E\ %DFKHOHW¶V
government, the political elite was dominating the party using authoritarianism 
and co-optation, deepening the system of interest and the practice pattern. The 
practice pattern was not limited to informal spaces of factions, but used to 
frame the power relations of membership and leadership within formal 
structures where the institutional pattern remained a secondary political culture. 
This contradiction is depicted in the following quotation, which explains how 
both patterns are found in the party yet contradict the aims of the Bachelet 
campaign and administration. This contradiction led the SDUW\¶VEDVHVWRUHVLVW
the imposition of the practice pattern within all spaces of participation. Bases 
membership was able to frame their power relations by the practice pattern 
within factions. Also it was able to frame membership relations in formal 
spaces by the institutional pattern. This core issue allowed the party to support 
two political cultures linked with two system of participation because they 
were articulated in two separated spaces. When elites reinforce the practice 
pattern outside factions, bases membership resisted to the point of fragmenting 
the party. 
³By contrast, I think that this is the stage in the transition process where the Socialist 
Party is broken internally. An internal environment of persecution is created. I do not 
want to call it purging, but it is an internal environment of purging, a lack of tolerance 
for internal dissent. I think that during the premiership of Michelle Bachelet, the 
6RFLDOLVW 3DUW\V LQWHUQDO HQYLURQPHQW ZDV GLIIHUHQW WR WKDW RI %DFKHOHW¶V
administration. While Michelle Bachelet spoke of a government linked to citizenship, 
the Socialist Party was subject to internal forces based on dispute and 
disqualification´ (Cesar Barra, Valparaiso) 
 
The above quotation suggests that the practice pattern was the pattern which 
characterised political participation within the PSCh in both formal and 
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informal structures. The base membership recognised this contradiction, and 
UHVLVWHG WKH LPSRVLWLRQ RI WKH SUDFWLFH SDWWHUQ LQ DOO SDUW\¶V VSDFHV RI
participation. This issuHLPSDFWHGQHJDWLYHO\RQ%DFKHOHW¶VLQWHUQDOOHJLWLPDF\
within the PSCh. Her factional membership was understood as the factor which 
H[SODLQVKHUIDFWLRQ¶VLQWHUQDOFRQGXFWSDUWLFXODUO\WKHDJUHHPHQWVHWWOHGRQE\
the New Majority and its implementation of internal authoritarianism and co-
optation. Due to the fact that the practice pattern was strengthened by the 
factional leadership to ensure membership loyalty to her administration, party 
members linked the faction's conduct to her role as leader.  As a mandataria 
and politica, Bachelet adapted to the dominant meanings of power. As is the 
case with many leaders, she reproduced the practice pattern during her 
administration as the following quotation shows: 
³6KHEDVLFDOO\ZDVLQYROYHGLQ«They have to ask her (Bachelet) for making the 
coup when she was running for president of Chile. She agreed to the defenestration of 
President of the Socialist Party (Martner) at the start of her campaign. (The event was) 
extremely brutal´. ( Carlos Oninami, Santiago) 
 
$GGLWLRQDOO\%DFKHOHW¶VPHPEHUVKLSRIDIDFWLRQUHLQIRUFHGWKHLGHDDPRQJWKH
base membership that co-optation and authoritarianism were consequences of 
her personal connections with this faction. This perception undermined her 
internal legitimacy as a party leader. The power-relations based on the exercise 
of hegemony by factional leaders overstep to formal structures where the 
institutional pattern used to frame memberships relations. As I previously 
stated, factions were the spaces for major decision making and political 
agreement. Formal structures were left as secondary spaces where political 
decisions were not made. This characteristic permitted the institutional pattern 
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to be reproduced as a secondary political culture for framing membership 
relations within those spaces.  Factions were the informal structures where 
obedience was built and authoritarian meanings of power were used. Formal 
structures such as congresses and assemblies were not dominated by those 
meanings because they were used by base membership to reproduce the system 
RI VROLGDULW\ DQG WKH LQVWLWXWLRQDO SDWWHUQ ZLWKRXW LQIOXHQFLQJ HOLWHV¶ GHFLVLRQ
making. When authoritarian meanings of power were exercised in those spaces 
for controlling party members, base membership resisted elites. The following 
quotations support this argument. These quotations explain how the practice 
pattern and the system of interest were strengthened by elites because of the 
perceived need for obedience to the administration of Bachelet. Therefore, 
factions and formal structures practised the co-optation of party members so as 
WR PDLQWDLQ WKHLU REHGLHQFH 7KHVH TXRWDWLRQV DOVR UHYHDO KRZ %DFKHOHW¶V
legitimacy as a party leader was undermined because she was identified with 
the group of leaders who agreed to drive the party through authoritarianism and 
co-optation (the practice pattern): 
³Her candidacy and government reinforced exclusionary conduct. To some extent it 
strengthened factions. Ones which did applaud her and some others were demanding 
changes. The leaders continued their co-decision-making policies´. (Roberto Irribarra, 
Valparaiso) 
 
³Bachelet's government committed a big mistake in my opinion. It did not govern with 
other parties, but with party factions and that is a very delicate situation´.(Marco 
Enriquez-Ominami, San Jose- Costa Rica) 
³I have the impression that the party has become increasingly undemocratic. I do not 
say that this is the result of a type of sector. I am not so closed-minded. (...) But I do 
believe that these things like factions have destroyed the internal democracy and that 
this means that no political decision is ultimately a sovereign decision. It's all factional 
agreements´. (Ana Bells Jara, Santiago) 
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The above quotations show that factions also strengthened their role within the 
party to the point to be made unnecessary the presence of formal structures. As 
a result, the hegemony of the elite over decision-making was reinforced. 
Factional leaders, not party bodies, were responsible for leading the party. This 
change was observed in the composition of the New Majority from among the 
factions which supported the candidacy of Bachelet and achieved her victory in 
the elections of 2005-2006. Therefore, I would suggest that Michelle 
Bachelet´s administration reinforced the importance of factional leaders in 
deciding issues such as the selection of external candidates. The influence of 
formal party bodies over decision-making was reduced, because they lacked 
effective power. In contrast, the New Majority agreement strengthened the 
hegemony of factional elites over decision-making. 
 
This issue impacted on the relationship between mandatarios and officials. I 
stated that both mandatarios and party officials had a strained relationship 
because of mandatarios hegemonising decision making (Chapter 5: 269-283). 
'XULQJ %DFKHOHW¶V DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ WKLV WHQVLRQ LQFUHDVHG EHFDXVH WKH
importance of a parallel bureaucracy inside the party was reinforced. Thus, 
party official were unnecessary positions during this period because they do 
not influence at all in the decision making at any level of the party.  The 
following quotations demonstrate that, during her administration, elites 
hegemonised and centralised decision-making. Mandatarios centralized 
decision-making through factional agreements. As a result, party decisions 
were exclusively adopted by elites located at the local, regional, and national 
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levels. Therefore, party officials did not show significant influence in driving 
the party, because many decisions were taken out of the hands of party bodies. 
These decisions were taken in the National Congress or in the State apparatus 
where the mandatarios developed their daily activities. The following 
TXRWDWLRQVLGHQWLI\WKHLQIOXHQFHRI%DFKHOHW¶VSHUVRQDRQWKHUHLQIRUFHPHQWRI
the factions and their elites: 
³,I\RXDQDO\VHKHUEHKDYLRXULQIURQWRIWKH36&KIRUKHUWKH36&KZDVWKHSDUW\¶V
leadership, Escalona and his boys´. (Paddy Ahumana, Valparaiso) 
³7KHLQWHUYHQWLRQDWWKHPRVWUHFHQW&RQJUHVVRIWKH36&KLQ3DQLPiYLGD«,W
was something extremely shocking. The first issue was the tribute to the fallen people. 
For a party that has claimed to be the focal point of the Chilean left and its references 
are Allende, Almeyda and Lorca, it is an extremely narrow vision. And secondly she 
(Bachelet) intervened grossly in favour of Escalona in the Congress´. (Carlos 
Ominami, Santiago) 
 
³However, her influence on party life was dramatically felt during her administration. 
For the first time, a Chilean president did not respect the internal diversity of the party 
and she clearly supported her closest (people) for positions´. (Mario Mandiola, 
Valparaiso) 
 
The hegemony of factional elites over decision-making also deepened the co-
optation of party members. Co-optation was intensified in power-relationships 
between members and leaders due to elite hegemony. Co-optation was applied 
among mandatarios who were looking to gain another term in office or to keep 
their positions inside the State apparatus. Due to the fact that nominations for 
external elections (Congress, city councils) or for State positions remained with 
the factional leadership, elites used their informal prerogative to ensure the 
obedience of mandatarios at regional and local levels. Consequently, 
mandatarios accepted co-optation to ensure the continuity of their careers in 
their constituencies or in public office.  The conduct described above enabled 
co-optation to be commonly used by leaders to ensure obedience and loyalty 
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QRW MXVW WR%DFKHOHW¶V DGPLQLVWUDWLRQEXW WR WKH IDFWLRQDODJUHHPHQWVDnd elite 
hegemony built as a result of her nomination. This elite hegemony was also 
accepted by those members who wanted access to positions of power within 
the factions and those who wanted to build civil service careers in the State 
apparatus. The following quotations support this argument: 
³No, she did not democratise the political culture of the party.  There was a deepening 
of clientelism and she indirectly and consistently intervened in party life through 
(mandatario) appointments. These appointments practically excluded or vetoed 
anyone who disagreed with the Escalona leadership. By her support of the party 
executive, authoritarianism within the party deepened´. (Mario Mandiola, Valparaiso) 
³Did her influence exacerbate factions? Of course. A couple of years ago Isabel 
Allende made public statements regarding Michelle Bachelet. She said in those 
statements that Bachelet gives positions to Escalona's friends. These things happened. 
It did not have any kind of impact on the PSCh. There was no reaction to this 
issue´.(Paddy Ahumana, Valparaiso) 
³There is clientelism, there is a relationship between the bases and elites, the masses 
vote for good leadership to the extent that it will mean some kind of benefit (for 
them). And the elites have a link to the dough, allowing them to maintain their power´. 
(Roberto Pizarro, Santiago) 
 
The above quotations explain the connections between hegemony over 
decision-making and co-optation. These quotations demonstrate that factional 
elites maintained hegemony over decision-making by co-optation and 
authoritarianism. Co-optation has clientelistic characteristics because it was the 
leaders who hegemonised decision-making, seeking to guarantee the factional 
DJUHHPHQWVPDGHEHFDXVHRI%DFKHOHW¶VQRPLQDWLRQDVSUHVLGHQWLDO FDQGidate. 
These agreements allowed them to control and drive the party using the 
practice pattern within factions but now extended them to the formal structure, 
deepening the system of interest in political participation.  These behaviours 
were resisted by base membership who did not seek to turn into mandatarios as 
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they were looking to maintain the institutional pattern and the system of 
solidarity within formal structures. The bases resisted elites control and 
FKDOOHQJHG HOLWHV¶ KHJHPRQ\ WR WKH SRLQW RI fragmenting the party in 2010. 
Three political groups came from this event.  
 
3DUW\¶ HOLWHV VXSSRUWed Christian Democratic candidate, former president 
Eduardo Frei, as Concertacion candidate. Unlike with Lagos or Bachelet where 
it was made or it was scheduled to conduct an election where Concertacion 
bases elect their candidates; Frei¶V nomination was agreed by Concertacion 
elites. Socialist leaders were banned from challenging this nomination and 
bases were not allowed to support other candidate rather than Frei. This event 
VHDOHG WKH SDUW\¶V IUDJPHQWDWLRQV DV WKH EDVH PHPEHUVKLS DV ZHOO DV VRPH
leaders did not tolerate elite imposition. The resistance to elite control turned 
into a new party fragmentation. Base members and some leaders created the 
Progressive party in 2010 to support the candidacy of Marcos Enriquez-
Ominami. This party grouped socialist bases defined as historicos and no-
historicos WKDWUHVLVWHGWKHHOLWHV¶FRQWURO2WKHUJURXSVOHGE\-RUJH$UUDWH, a 
former Convergencia leader, left the party to support his presidential 
candidacy. In 2011 they created Movimiento Amplio de Izquierda (Wide Left 
Movement-MAIZ), which include non-historicos socialist bases. A third 
political organisation was created by historicos socialist basis that joined the 
party in 1980s. Those bases created Movimiento Amplio Social-MAS (Wide 
Social Movement) led by the deputy Alejandro Navaro. This group supported 
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$UUDWH¶V FDQGLGDF\ LQ  EXW LW GLG QRW LQWHJUDWH 0$,= 7KH EDVHV WKDW
remained in the party supported Concertacion¶VFDQGLGDWH 
 
This event shows that elites had eroded the party institutionality and cohesion 
JDLQHG GXULQJ %DFKHOHW¶V QRPLQDWLRQ LQ  7KH EULGJH WKDW KHU SHUVRQD
represented between elites and base was not able to resist internal division 
based on two political cultures that were able to coexist within the structure. 
One culture, the institutional pattern, was found in base members who frame 
their participation by this pattern and the system of solidarity. The other 
culture, practice pattern, frames power relations within factions, informal 
spaces driving by system of interest. The institutional pattern was a secondary 
culture used in those spaces where decisions were not made. The practice 
pattern was the dominant culture because it was used by elites to control 
factions, informal spaces where all the main decision are made. When the 
practice pattern was reinforced in formal spaces, the existed division between 
members and leaders was taken to the point to fragment the party and 
weakened it as political institution.  
 
7KLV FKDSWHU IRFXVHG RQ WKH LQIOXHQFH RI 0LFKHOOH %DFKHOHW¶V QRPLQDWLRQ DV
presidential candidate on the PSCh political cultures and the party as 
institution. I argued that the influence of her nomination is apparent in the 
tension between the two political cultures, which represented two system of 
political participation, system of solidarity and system of interest. Two 
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contradictions were found to result from this tension. First, the base 
membership linked her persona with the institutional pattern, through the 
identification with a position of pluralism in gender policies. In particular, I 
identified gender issues as being highlighted by her nomination and her 
subsequent administration. Therefore, it is possible to suggest that the 
institutional pattern can be identified through the inclusion of gender policies 
during her administration. However women still remain excluded from the 
36&K¶VGHFLVLRQ-making, and politicas were not able to frame the institutional 
pattern with gender meanings or to challenge male authority embedded in the 
practice pattern. This is the first contradiction identified because her election. 
7KH LQVWLWXWLRQDO SDWWHUQ KLJKOLJKWV JHQGHU LQFOXVLRQ LQ %DFKHOHW¶V
administration, but party conduct was in opposition to this goal; politicas did 
not challenge this scenario. They adopted and framed their participation using 
both patterns in the same way that their male counterparts did. The lack of 
solidarity among politicas has been a factor which has stopped them to 
collective challenge male authority and effectively re-frames pluralism and 
democracy by feminist goals.   
 
Second, I argued that during her administration, the practice pattern was 
reinforced in the party, even shaping membership relations within formal 
structures.  There is a contradiction coming from the presence of both two 
patterns within the party. While the institutional pattern was a secondary 
political culture framing participation in formal structures, the practice pattern 
was the dominant culture for power relations within the factions, spaces 
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FRQWUROOHG E\ SDUW\¶V HOLWHV IRU VHFXULQJ WKHLU GHFLVLRQV DQG SRVLWLRQV (OLWHV¶
discipline and control within the party persisted after her election, in order to 
ensure party obedience during her administration. These control and discipline 
was framed by the practice pattern meanings of power. Thus, authoritarianism 
ZDV GHHSHQHG ZLWKLQ WKH 36&K DQG QR LQWHUQDO GLVVHQW WR %DFKHOHW¶V
administration was allowed inside the party. Factions became the primary 
spaces foU WKH FRQWURO RI PHPEHUV RYHUODSSLQJ SDUW\¶V IRUPDO VWUXFWXUHV ,Q
addition, hegemony over decision-making was deepened by the elite, and 
internal co-optation was intensified.  
 
7KLVFRQWUDGLFWLRQOHGWREDVHPHPEHUVKLSUHVLVWHGHOLWHV¶FRQGXFWWRWKHSRLnt 
WRHURGHSDUW\¶VLQVLWXWLRQDOLW\DQGWRIUDJPHQWLWLQWKUHHVHSDUDWHIRUFHV7KLV
contradiction was based on the threat to the institutional pattern as secondary 
culture. The imposition of the practice pattern within formal and informal 
structures threatened the institutional pattern and the system of solidarity which 
had managed to survive within formal but weak structures. This threat led to 
EDVH PHPEHUVKLS WR UHVLVW HOLWHV¶ FRQWURO DQG GLVFLSOLQH DQG WR KRPRJHQLVH
SDUW\¶Vpolitical culture by the practice pattern. 
   
This second contradiction undermines her legitimacy as party leader, due to the 
fact that base members connected the practice pattern to the negative impact 
that her factional membership and role as mandataria had on the party. The 
reinforcement of the practice pattern by the factional elite during her 
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administration was understood not just to assure party loyalty, but to strengthen 
factional hegemony and control over decision-making. As a result, the base 
membership constructed a cleavage between Bachelet as a socialist leader and 
Bachelet as president of Chile. The first persona lost support from the party 
membership. Her internal legitimacy was undermined because the base 
membership connected her persona with the strengthening of the practice 
pattern by the elites. 
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Conclusions 
Political Culture in Comparative Perspective 
 
 
This study has addressed the influence of the PSCh political culture on the 
nomination of Michelle Bachelet as presidential candidate in 2005. Particularly 
it has conceptualised the PSCh political cultures in order to understand how 
those cultures framed intra- party agency and influenced political outcomes. I 
have showed how the nomination of Michelle Bachelet, a Marxist single 
mother, as presidential candidate can be explained by the interaction and 
influence of these two political cultures of the party. This answers the research 
puzzle as it moves us beyond the limits of a purely institutional analysis, an 
analysis of elite behaviour or a focus on culture that only conceptualises 
gendered power relationships. Instead it suggests the need to break down the 
black box of political parties to understand the complex role that history, 
experience and solidarities have in the formation of patterns of differential 
meanings in dominant political cultures and sub-cultures, and how these 
explain adaptability, outcomes and tensions in party institutionality and power.  
 
This final chapter examines the analytic use of political culture of a party in a 
more comparative perspective. It looks at how this study deepens our 
knowledge of a party´s agency and political cultures by refining and 
developing analytic tools that help us to analyse the complexities of internal 
power dynamics and agency within political parties. It helps to explain the 
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questions of continuity, adaptability but also crisis and processes which erode a 
SDUW\¶VLQVWLWXWLRQ,WDOVRFRQWULEXWHVWRRXUXQGHUVWDQGLQJRIFKDQJHVLQODERXU
parties in contemporary societies, both within Latin America and abroad. It 
looks at the influence that contextual changes have within membership and 
leadership relations. Particularly it focuses on the way in which those changes 
allow political cultures to develop within a party.   The chapter is divided into 
three main sections. The first one addresses the contributions of this research to 
the study of political parties and the role of political culture in understanding 
its internal agency. The second section takes into account the contributions of 
this research to the study of labour based parties and their counterparts in Latin 
America. The last section engages with the role of gender in political culture 
and party agency.  
 
Party´ agency and the role of political culture 
 
This project has focused on conceptualising the political cultures in the PSCh 
and how these political cultures influenced the nomination of Bachelet as 
Socialist candidate in 2005. This study suggests the party developed two 
political cultures which emerged from its historical institutional development. 
Those cultures are linked to the types of political participation that the party 
developed since its formation. I used Pizzorno´ system of solidarity and system 
of interest to understand how internal participation was conducted in the party. 
Those types of participation characterised the way in which membership and 
OHDGHUVKLS FRQGXFWHG WKHLU SROLWLFDO DFWLYLW\ ZLWKLQ WKH 36&K¶V IRUPDO DQG
informal structures. Those political cultures were conceptualised through the 
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historical evolution of the party by three stages.  Those stages showed that 
contextual changes influenced PSCh internal narratives, its ideological heritage 
as well as collective meanings and ideas about power and participation. Those 
elements shaped the development of two political cultures. The first political 
culture found is the institutional pattern, which conceptualises political 
participation as democratic, pluralistic and libertarian. This political culture is 
found amongst the socialist base membership and their activities within the 
formal structures of the party. Those members have been able to reproduce this 
particular culture in those spaces, integrating those meanings into the 
narratives of younger generations. This particular political culture was 
developed during the Foundation stage (1933-1956), which characterised its 
political participation by the system of solidarity and the presence of the 
community of equals within the party´s members, who collectively identified 
themselves with party goals. The institutional pattern was the dominant 
political culture during that stage. The second political culture is the practice 
pattern. This political culture characterises leadership behaviour within 
informal structures (factions) and it conceptualises power relations by 
authoritarianism, co-optation and elites´ hegemony in decision making. It 
embeds a meaning of power which is male, authoritarian, co-optative and 
hierarchical. It was formed by meanings introduced during the New Left stage 
(1956-1979), particularly authoritarianism and elite hegemony. The meanings 
associated with the Foundation stage were related to the ideas of the 
revolutionary party during the 1960s, and were framed by collective goals and 
systems of solidarity. When political elites moved further towards a system of 
interest and individual goals during the Socialist Renewal stage (1979-2005), 
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those meanings were re-framed by the practice pattern.  The party shifted from 
a fighting organisation in Michels´ term, which had enabled this pattern to 
become the dominant political culture, but continued to reproduce the pattern 
during the time of democracy, and this provided the context in which Bachelet 
won the nomination to stand as presidential candidate in 2005.  
 
The conceptualisation of these two cultures  enable a deeper and more complex 
understanding of what motivates, explains and shapes party agency. As I 
previously stated, parties are complex institutions which have more than one 
face when agency takes place. Those faces are these political cultures for the 
case of the PSCh, which frame power relations within formal and informal 
spaces of the party. Both political cultures are also found within the 
membership, which frame its participation and power relations with both 
patterns, depending where those power relations take place. While they are 
interacting among themselves in formal structures of the party (assemblies, 
committees), they frame their activity by the institutional pattern. When they 
are acting as faction members, they shape their power relations by the practice 
pattern. This particular characteristic allowed the institutional pattern to 
survive as secondary culture reproduced in formal spaces.  
 
Those political cultures have not been static sets of meanings but have been re-
framed by experiences, narratives and new ideologies that the party has 
incorporated because of contextual changes. The literature on party politics has 
taken into account party formation through cleavages and context (Lipset and 
Rokkan, 1964), elite impact on strategies (Przeworsky and Sprague, 1986) and 
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the impact of contextual changes within identities (Kitschelt 1996; 1993a; 
1993b).  This research has suggested that political culture goes beyond those 
structural elements. It looks at the influence of historical evolution in the 
development of meanings and ideas about power and participation as well as 
the role of narratives, ideological heritages and solidarity ties to the formation 
of political cultures. This research considered the influence of events such as 
the formation of the party, and Salvador Allende´s government, on socialist 
narratives about democracy and pluralism. These are the elements that the 
conceptualisation of political culture has taken into account here. 
 
Analysing a party´s agency through conceptualising political cultures also 
evidences contradictions and tensions coming from those political cultures 
which fostered its internal collective agency. In this research those 
contradictions came from Bachelet´s nomination and election, particularly 
concerning the influences of the political cultures on this particular outcome. 
The study demonstrates that Bachelet´s nomination was influenced by the 
political cultures of the party. Her persona bridged the institutional pattern of 
the membership and the practice pattern found amongst socialist elites. 
Bachelet´s nomination represented the hope and possibility of change for the 
base membership. Her persona represented the possibility of restoring the 
institutional pattern as the dominant culture, and a shift from the system of 
interest to the system of solidarity. For the base membership, her persona 
embedded the meanings of pluralism and democracy. Bachelet represented the 
LQFOXVLRQ RI QHJOHFWHG VHFWRUV LQ WKH SDUW\¶V GHFLVLRQ-making (women and 
Almeydismo). Therefore, the membership motivated its support for her persona 
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based on the ideas embedded in the institutional pattern of political 
participation in the party.  An historical momentum helped the membership to 
FRQQHFW %DFKHOHW¶V SHUVRQD ZLWK WKH LQVWLWXWLRQDO SDWWHUQ 7KLV KLVtorical 
momentum, characterised by criticism of the Concertación administration and 
WKHSDUW\¶VFRQGXFW(Chapter 6: 288-290), permitted them to see in Bachelet a 
figure of hope to return to traditional forms of participation.  
 
Bachelet´s nomination was also influenced by the practice pattern. While she 
seemed distant from the political elites who were criticised by the party 
membership, she was at the same time a member of these political elites which 
reproduced the practice pattern. Factional elites found in her persona a bridge 
to the base membership. This historical momentum united the party to support 
her nomination, but it enabled them to deepen the practice pattern in both 
formal and informal structures of the party.   Authoritarianism and co-optation 
were commonly used in order to ensure discipline and obedience from the 
PHPEHUVKLS UHJDUGLQJ %DFKHOHW¶V FDQGLGDF\ &RQVHTXHQWO\ IDFWLRQDO HOLWH
conduct deepened elite hegemony over decision-making; factions increased 
their control over membership so as tR PDNH %DFKHOHW¶V FDQGLGDF\ VXFFHHG
This study found that members allowed this control by party leaders because of 
loyalty to Bachelet. Members agreed to avoid repeating the party's experience 
during the Allende administration. Leaders sought to avoid criticisms of PSCh 
conduct and the Concertación LQIOXHQFLQJ %DFKHOHW¶V SHUVRQD  :KHQ WKH
practice pattern gave factions dominance over formal structures of the party, 
the membership resisted framing their participation by the practice pattern. As 
a result, WKHHOLWHV¶SUDFWLFHHURGHG WKH LQVWLWXWLRQDOFRKHUHQFHRI WKHSDUW\ WR
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the point where it fragmented into three new political forces (Progressive party, 
MAIZ and MAS) (Chapter 7:351). 
  
Those events underline the relevance that political culture has for internal 
agency. Agency is not only motivated by internal forces seeking power 
(factions, groups or bosses). Agency is also motivated by meanings and ideas 
which have framed those internal groups and those meanings and ideas could 
deepen internal divisions, as I demonstrated in Chapter 7. To research political 
cultures in a party can explain tensions and contradictions within them, as was 
IRXQG LQ WKH 36&K 'XULQJ %DFKHOHW¶V DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ VRFLDOLVW HOLWHV
strengthened the practice pattern within the party, deepening the gap between 
members and leaders. 
 
This research has contributed to the understandings of a political party´s 
agency from the perspective of the political culture. It has shown that political 
parties have a political culture, which consists of meanings and ideas about 
power and participation that frame internal agency and influence internal 
outcomes. It has shown the way in which those political cultures are deeply 
connected to internal agency and membership-leadership relations. Further 
studies of political culture within parties could provide new information about 
agency and membership-leadership relations like unlikely outcomes; patterns 
of power; why there is sudden crisis in parties, and processes of de-
institutionalisation.  
 
The following sections address the contributions of this study to the research of 
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labour based parties and to other political parties in Latin America. 
 
Latin American Labour parties  
The study of the PSCh political culture has brought forward the importance of 
socioeconomic context for understandings a party´s historical evolution. The 
three stages previously named show how political culture was shaped and 
transformed during the party´s institutional development, and how this 
historical evolution was connected to socioeconomic contexts. For example, 
the research considered how the radicalization of the Chilean context facilitated 
the integration of democratic centralism into the party (Chap3:167).  
 
Similar to the analysis of how changes within the context influence party 
strategies and identities, this research has shown how socioeconomic and 
political context can influence the formation of internal patterns for framing 
power relations. Thus, contexts do not just influence the formation of mass 
leftist parties but they have also had an influence on the way that party 
organizations have been developed and the way in which intra party relations 
have been conducted. The case of the PSCh has shown the impact that liberal 
reforms have had on their internal membership as well as how those changes 
have impacted on the internal organization, reinforcing informal structures in 
relation to formal ones. This study has not argued from a deterministic 
perspective, as many of these other studies do, because party development is 
seen as mediated by history, solidarities, class, gender and experiences of crisis 
moments. This is a major contribution made by the research, because it brings 
these elements into the definition of political culture, and demonstrates 
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concretely their effects through empirical and historical analysis. 
  
This research also gives us tools to deepen our analysis of other similar labour-
based parties and their complexities, tensions, and divisions between base and 
leadership. Similar to the cases of other labour-based parties, the PSCh was 
severely affected by Neoliberal transformations and the push towards free-
market policies. The Spanish PSOE, the Argentine Justicialista Party and the 
British Labour Party have experienced free-market policies which impacted on 
party base membership, affecting intra-party relations. Socio-economic 
changes because of Neoliberal reforms not only affected policy-making 
(Weyland, 1999), but also altered internal power-relations within political 
SDUWLHV 7KXV WKH UHVHDUFK LQWR WKH 36&K¶V political culture confirms how 
socioeconomic changes influence party institutional development, but also 
shows the influence those patterns have on intra-party relations and internal 
organisation. This research confirms other studies which have underlined how 
structural changes have influenced labour parties´ agency. Levizsky (2003) has 
focused on how structural changes in Argentina have influenced the 
relationship between labour bases and the Justicialista party. Kitschelt (1996) 
has conceptualised how free-market policies have influenced party´s identities 
in European social democracies.  Those studies miss the influences that those 
reforms have at intra party level, of membership-leadership relations. Those 
types of studies suggest that we need to look at the relationship between 
Neoliberalism and political culture because political culture adds a deeper 
understanding of how those changes influenced membership and leadership 
meanings about power. New research into the political culture of labour parties 
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could explain issues such as the formation of patterns of power; changes in 
types of leadership and membership; and the survival of de-institutionalised 
political parties.  
 
Additionally, the PSCh case showed that the political cultures explain the gap 
between base membership and leadership found among labour-based parties. 
This division is based in different cultures which were developed as a result of 
contextual changes. Neoliberal ideas deepened the system of interest within the 
leadership, and labour reforms in the 1980s facilitated the imposition of this 
system on internal agency by the elites. Thus, studies of political culture within 
parties allows us to frame and understand how those contextual changes 
influence party internal agency and relations; how those changes could deepen 
internal division within parties; and how those divisions influence internal 
outcomes. Further research and analysis about the influence of Neoliberalism 
within parties´ political culture could uncover the nature of the changes that 
neoliberal policies have imprinted on intra-party relations, particularly in the 
meanings used by base members and leaders for conducting internal agency. 
This kind of research can also explain tensions and power dynamics within 
political parties. 
 
This research has also made a contribution by adding more information about 
intra-party relations, through the analysis of power relations based on these 
patterns of political cultures. It has given evidence about the role of legitimised 
members and leaders in reproducing these patterns; the influences of formal 
structures in maintaining a particular political culture; and which members are 
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legitimised when framed by those patterns.   Latin American scholars have 
moved towards intra party analyses for undersWDQGLQJ SDUWLHV¶ EHKDYLRXU
political party system performance and the quality of democracy in the recent 
years (Freidenberg and Levisky, 2005) or the role of informal institutions 
within a party´s organisation ( Helmke and Levitsky's,2006) . These studies 
have considered the ways in which leadership is framed by party power 
relations (Bazoret and Aubry, 2005), the role of internal democratic procedures 
for selecting candidates (Freidenberg 2005; Sanchez, 2004; Siavelis 2005) or 
the relevance of levels of iQVWLWXWLRQDOLVDWLRQ LQ SDUW\ VWUXFWXUHV 2¶'RQQHOO
1994; Alcantara, 2004) . This research has however omitted to explore the 
relationship between the subjects who are building those intra-party relations, 
and how members and leaders build their relationships based on ideas and 
meanings about power and participation. The current thesis contributes to the 
research by exploring the frameworks which establish how those relations are 
settled, and how the political cultures of parties shape those relations. Its aim 
was to explore in depth the question of how well-established political cultures 
can frame and structure the norms of internal power relations and forms of 
political participation. It also made it a central aim to explain tensions which 
arise when formally, a party may be democratic, but informally may be in a 
process of de-institutionalisation.  This can then explain points relating to the 
legitimacy of the party, including a decline of membership, or a weakening and 
hollowing out of its political life.  
 
This study has underlined how the party´s agency was influenced by patterns of 
political culture in both its formal and informal organisation. It has also 
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highlighted the role of informal spaces in reinforcing a political culture. These 
informal structures are factions, characterized by individual relationships 
between leaders and members. The party developed factionalism linked to a 
VWURQJ OHDGHUVKLS IURP FKDUDFWHULVWLFV SUHVHQW GXULQJ WKH SDUW\¶V LQVWLWXWLRQDO
development. These characteristics were linked to the way in which the party 
was formed. However, factions have become the dominant spaces for decision 
making, overriding formal structures because of the gentrification of decision 
making which was experienced by the PSCh during the Socialist Renewal 
stage. 
 
 
This study also evidences how internal power relations can highlight the 
importance of party leaders framed by types of political participation. In the 
PSCh the relevance of mandatarios is heightened due to the presence of 
systems of interest which stress individual goals among political elites. Thus 
power relations and meanings of political participation have an impact not only 
on internal procedure but also on the effectiveness of formal party organisation 
to drive intra-party relations and political decisions. This research also takes 
into account the inclusion of new types of membership such as operadores. 
Changes within internal competition have increased the role of operadores 
within factions. The analysis of membership-leadership relations allows us to 
describe characteristics that shape internal agency in the party, giving details 
about how political participation and power relations are framed as well as 
identifying the spaces in which these power relations are carried on. Those 
types of membership and leadership help us understand levels of democracy 
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and participation. They show us both the realities of power as constituted by 
complex systems of meaning and framings, and how those systems occur on a 
formal and an informal level. These types of membership and leadership also 
develop new concepts that may be useful for the analysis of similar contexts 
and parties where changes in membership and leadership relations are found. 
 
 
Research into political culture indicates the diverse faces of Latin American 
political parties. Further research about the influence of political culture within 
Latin American parties could shed light on how particular political cultures 
have developed their linkages with particular historical contexts, and the 
impact of Neoliberal reforms on the way that political participation is framed. 
It could also underline how leaderships frame their political action within Latin 
American parties, for example the relevance of caudillos or other strong forms 
of leadership on those meanings, and the influence that these new types of 
pattern may have on political outcomes. In addition, further research is needed 
into the influence of political culture on membership-leadership relations. This 
type of analysis may explain the nature of certain outcomes in Latin American 
politics. The case of  Bachelet's nomination, which appears unexpected, 
showed that a particular outcome can demonstrate complexities and 
contradictions arising from the fact that they are influenced by more than 
formal institutions and rules.  
 
This research has contributed to a deeper understanding of the formation of 
power meanings and relations, the role of membership and leadership in 
reproducing those meanings; the influence of those meanings and ideas in 
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crisis and contractions within parties. These contributions show us that further 
DQDO\VLV LQWR SDUWLHV¶ SROLWLFDO FXOWXUH QHHGV WR EH GRQH LQ RUGHU WR GHHSHQ
FRQFHSWXDO WRROV IRU XQGHUVWDQGLQJ D SDUW\¶V DJHQF\ The following section 
explains the contribution of this research towards understanding gender within 
political culture and party agency.  
 
Gender, political culture and party´s agency 
 
This research contributes to our understanding of the role of those frames in 
shaping gender relations. The research has shown that party cultures have not 
been challenged by feminist goals; rather, women have adopted these existing 
patterns. Socialist politicas have not integrated feminist meanings into the 
institutional pattern or the practice pattern, but rather their political activity has 
been framed by them. A lack of solidarity linkages between women has 
prevented the re-framing of the institutional pattern according to feminist 
meanings of participation and power. Bachelet´s nomination allowed gender to 
be connected to this particular pattern because her persona symbolised the 
inclusion of neglected sectors such as women. Her nomination was deemed as 
a triumph of pluralism and the institutional pattern of meaning.  However, her 
nomination was in fact a triumph of the practice pattern and its male 
authoritarian and hierarchical meaning of power. This empirical analysis 
VXJJHVWVWKDWWRIRFXVRQO\RQZRPHQ¶VLQFOXVLRQPLVVHVWKHSRLQWWKDWZRPHQ
can become leaders while reproducing the dominant gendered political culture. 
So LW SURSRVHV ORRNLQJDWZRPHQ¶VSDUWLFLSDWLRQ ZLWK DEURDGHU OHQVZLWK DQ
awareness of these complexities, contradictions and complicities. This broader 
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lens is provided by the analysis of political culture. As I have previously 
argued, while the study of political culture should take gender into account, it 
should not be the sole focus. 
 
 
I stated that politicas have not challenged those dominant meanings; rather, 
similar to their male counterparts, they have had to adopt the practice pattern as 
faction members and mandatarias. This shows us the complicities that 
politicas and mandatarias have to undertake, which reproduce authoritarian 
and male power. Gender therefore plays a contradictory role within political 
culture. While it can symbolise meanings of pluralism and democracy, it can 
also embed a more masculine idea of power, coming from male authoritarian 
and patriarchal meanings. These realities help us to understand how feminist 
GLVFRXUVHVFDQEHLQFRQWUDGLFWLRQZLWKZRPHQ¶VSHUIRUPDQFHZLWKLQSROLWLFal 
parties. They also help us to understand how male gendered meanings about 
power and political relations are maintained and reproduced within political 
parties, and which subjects are maintaining those meanings.  
 
Scholars suggest that under the influence of neoliberalism, politics has 
undergone a re-masculinisation process, due to the reinforcement of the 
caretaking and mothering roles of women within political contexts. As a result, 
feminist identities have not emerged (Craske, 1998; Maculay, 1999). Hence, 
traditional gender divisions and roles appear to have been reinforced by the 
neoliberal organisation of society (Maculay, 1999), because conservative ideas 
about gender, such as motherhood and caretaking roles, were reinforced by the 
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conservative elite when the neoliberal model was implemented. Socialist 
politicas seem to demonstrate a case where masculine ideas of power have 
been imprinted more deeply within both political cultures. Those ideas could 
be the result of the re-masculinisation process described by those scholars as 
occurring during Pinochet´s regime and found among socialist elites. Socialist 
mandatarias are part of those elites, which have deep rooted male authoritarian 
meanings in their behaviour. 
  
The issues described suggest that when we look at gender, we take into 
consideration the broader political culture, and the subjects that are fostered 
and given legitimacy by those patterns.  It is not merely a question of women 
shifting these broader patterns or even being motivated to do so. Researching 
political culture allows us to analyse the role that gender may have within those 
meanings, for example how female politicas are reproducing those very 
patterns that they challenge in their discourse and narratives. Further research 
on gender and political culture may allow us to conceptualise how those 
meanings are reproduced by female politician within their parties; and the role 
of informal structures and formal structures for challenging or reproducing 
masculine meanings of power by female politicians. These studies could 
contribute new ideas and information about why and how female politicians in 
labour parties have maintained conservative ideas of power. This is relevant for 
labour-based parties in Latin America and beyond as they tend to share laborist 
masculinist traditions of politics and therefore are comparable contexts. Thus it 
is possible to explore comparative questions about the role of women in 
VXSSRUWLQJ WKHVH PHDQLQJV DQG WUDGLWLRQV DQG WKH LQIOXHQFH RI ZRPHQ¶V
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leadership in challenging or reinforcing these patterns. These questions go 
beyond a gender perspective which only prescribes the participation of more 
women. It takes into account the core meanings and traditions which reproduce 
patterns of power relations.  
 
In sum, this research has contributed with new information about a political 
SDUW\¶VDJHQF\DQGKRZLWLVLQIOXHQFHGE\SROLWLFDOFXOWXUHV3DUWLFXODUO\LWKDV
VKRZQ KRZ SROLWLFDO FXOWXUH IUDPHV DQG VKDSHV D SDUW\¶V DJHQF\ ,W KDV DOVR
contributed with a broader understanding of political culture, which includes 
JHQGHU DQG LGHRORJLFDO KHULWDJH ,W LQWHJUDWHV WKH SDUW\¶V QDUUDWLYHV
transformations through historical evolution, solidarity ties and life 
experiences. Those elements have helped us to uncover the formation of a 
political culture and its influence on party agency. This conceptualisation of 
political culture has contributed new information about labour parties in Latin 
America, as the case of the PSCh could be replicated in other labour-based 
parties in Latin America and beyond. Finally, it has contributed to an 
understanding of the role that gender can play in reinforcing or weakening 
conservative and patriarchal meanings about power and political relations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
373 
 
 
 
Bibliography 
 
 
 
Aguero, Felipe  and Stark, Jeffrey (1998) Fault Lines of Democracy in Post-
Transition Latin America. North-South Center Press, University of Miami. 
United States of America 
 
Aldrich, John H. (2006) "Political parties in and out of Legislatures". In 
Rhodes, Binder and Rockman ed.  The Oxford Handbook of Political 
Institutions. Oxford University press. 
 
Alexander, Robert J (1978) The tragedy of Chile . Greenwood.Westport, 
Connecticut. .London, England. 
 
Alcantara, Manuel (2004) Partidos Politicos en America Latina. Precisiones 
Conceptuales, Estado Actual y Retos Futuros.Cidob Editores. Barcelona 
 
Almeyda, Clodomiro (1987) Reencuentro con mi Vida. Ornitorrinco Editors. 
Santiago de Chile. 
 
$OPRQG *DEULHO  ³7KH 6WXG\ RI 3ROLWLFDO &XOWXUH´ ,Q &URWKHUV DQG
Lockard Edit. Culture and Politics, A Reader. Palgrave MacMillan; 1 edition. 
Pp 5-21 
 
Almond, Gabriel A. and Verba, Sidney (1965) The Civic Culture: Political 
374 
 
 
 
Attitudes and Democracy in Five Nations. Little, Brown, 1965.  
 
Almond, Gabriel; Powell, Bingham G.; Strom, Kaare;  and Dalton, Rusell 
(2003) Comparative Politics Today. A World View.Longman. 7th Edition. New 
York- London. 
 
$OWPDQ 'DYLG  ´&RQWLQXLGDG &DPELRV \ 'HVILRV 'HPRFUDWLFRV HQ
Chile 2006-2009.Colombia Internacional 64. Jul-Dic.Pp12-33 
 
$OWDPLUDQR &DUORV  ³Ocho Tesis sobre una Estrategia Socialista para 
Chile. Paris. 
 
--------- ³El Partido socialista y la revolución Chilena´ 
-------- (1969) Chile al Borde de un colapso. Punto final Magazine. N93. 
 
$OYDUH] *RQ]DOR DQG )XHQWHV &ODXGLR ´/DV 3URPHsas Inconclusas de 
%DFKHOHW´Metapolitica. No65. Julio- Agosto. Pp58-63 
 
Ampuero, Raul (1969) La Izquierda en Punto Muerto. Orbe  Editors. Santiago 
de Chile. 
 
Angell, Alan (2007) Democracy after Pinochet: Politics, Parties and Elections 
in Chile. London: Institute for the Study of the Americas 
 
Arrate, Jorge and Rojas, Jorge (2003a) Memoria de la Izquierda Chilena. Tomo 
375 
 
 
 
I 1850-1970.Javier Vergara Editores. Santiago de Chile. 
 
----- (2003b) Memoria de la Izquierda Chilena. Tomo II 1970-2000.Javier 
Vergara Editores. Santiago de Chile. 
 
$]RUHW(PPDQXHOOHDQG$XEU\0DUFHO³'HODVUHIRUPDVLQWHUQDVDOD
candidatura presidencial autonoma:los nuevos cambios institutionales de 
5HQRYDFLRQ1DFLRQDO´Politica. Diciembre. Pp1-32 
 
Ballington, Julie and Matland, 5LFKDUG ( ³3ROLWLFDO 3DUWLHV DQG 6SHFLDO
0HDVXUHV (QKDQFLQJ :RPHQ¶V 3DUWLFLSDWLRQ LQ (OHFWRUDO 3URFHVVHV´ LQ ,Q
documento preparado para: United Nations Office of the Special Adviser on 
Gender Issues and Advancement of Women (OSAGI), Expert Group Meeting on 
³(QKDQFLQJ :RPHQ¶V 3DUWLFLSDWLRQ LQ (OHFWRUDO 3URFHVVHV LQ 3RVW-Conflict 
Countries. 
 
Baldez, Lisa (2004) :K\:RPHQ3URWHVW:RPHQ¶V0RYHPHQWVLQ&KLOH 
Cambridge Univesity Press. 
 
------ ³:RPHQ
V0RYHPHQWVDQG'HPRFUDWLF7UDQVLWLRQLQ&KLOH%Uazil, 
East Germany, and Poland. Comparative Politics. Vol. 35. No. 3. Pp. 253-272. 
 
Bauer, Martin and Gaskell, George (2000) Qualitative Researching with Text, 
Image and Sound. A Practical Handbook. Sage Publications. 
 
376 
 
 
 
Berg, Bruce (2004).Qualitative Research Methods for the Social Sciences. 
Needham Heights, Ma: Fifth edition. Allyn & Bacon. 
 
%RL[&DUOHV ³7KH(PHUJHQFH RI3DUWLHV DQG3DUW\6\VWHPV´ ,Q %RL[
and Stokes ed. The Oxford Handbook of Comparative Politics. Oxford 
University Press. First Published in Paperback 2009.Pp 499-521. 
Borzutusky, Silvia and Weeks, Gregory B. (2010)  The Bachelet Government. 
Conflict and Consensus in Post Pinochet Chile. University Press of Florida. 
United States. 
 
Bryman, Alan (2008)  Social Research Methods. 3rd Edition. Oxford University 
Press. 
 
Canas Kirby,Enrique (1997) Proceso Político en Chile, 1973-1990. Editorial 
Andrés Bello. Santiago de Chile. 
 
&DUYDMDO  -XDQ  ³(VSDFLRV GH 5XSWXUD HQ OD (VWUDWHJLD GH /XFKD
'HPRFUiWLFD´Cuadernos de Orientación Socialista. Nº 5.Pp33-50. 
 
Casanueva, Fernando and Fernandez, Manuel (1973) El Partido Socialista y la 
lucha de clases en Chile. Empresa Editora Nacional Quimantu Limitada. 
Santiago de Chile. 
 
&DYDUR]]L 0DUFHOR  ³7UDQVLWLRQV $UJHQWLQD %ROLYLD &KLOH DQd 
8UXJXD\´ In Garretón and Newman ed. Democracy in Latin America: (Re) 
constructing Political Society, pp 45-65. 
377 
 
 
 
Chelen, Alejandro (1966)  Trayectoria del Socialismo. Apuntes para una 
Historia Critica del Socialismo Chileno.  Editorial Astral. Argentina. 
 
&KLOFRWH 5RQDOG ³7KHRULHV RI 3ROLWLFDO &XOWXUH  ,QGLYLGXDO DQG
0RYHPHQW LQ WKH6WUXJJOHIRU&ROOHFWLYLW\DQGWKH1HZ3HUVRQ´ ,Q&KLOFRWH 
Theories of Comparative Politics The search for a Paradigm 
Reconsidered.Westview Press, Pp177-215. 
 
Chilton, 6WHSKHQ   ³'HILQLQJ 3ROLWLFDO &XOWXUH´ The Western Political 
Quarterly, Vol. 41, No. 3. Pp. 419-445. 
 
Collier, Ruth B. and Collier, David (1991). Shaping the political arena. 
Princeton: Princeton University Press. 
 
Collier, Simon and Sater, William F. (1998)  Historia de Chile 1808-1994. 
Cambridge University Press.UK. 
 
&RQWUHUDV  0DUFHOR ´/D (OHFFLRQ GH 0LFKHOOH %DFKHOHW \ HO 1XHYR
&LFOR3ROLWLFR´Revista Foro21.Enero- Febrero. Pp2-4 
 
Corporacion Humanas (2010) La Experiencia del Gabinete Paritario y su 
tratamiendo en los medios de comunicacion escritos. Santiago- Enero. 
 
 
Cortés Terzi,  Antonio (2006) Michelle Bachelet y la Generación que no fue.  
Available at< http://www.socialismo-chileno.org/PS>. [10th February 2012] 
378 
 
 
 
Correa, Sofia. Con las riendas del Poder. La derecha chilena en el Siglo XX. 
Ed. Sudamericana, Santiago, 2005. 
 
&UDVNH 1LNNL ´ 5HPDVFXOLQLVDWLRQ DQG WKH 1HROLEHUDO 6WDWH LQ /DWLQ
$PHULFD´,Q5DQGDODQG:D\OHQ(GGender, politics and the state.  Routledge. 
Pp 100-120. 
 
&KXFKU\N 3DWULFLD  ³)URP GLFWDWRUVKLS WR GHPRFUDF\ WKH ZRPHQ
V
PRYHPHQWLQ&KLOH´,Q-DTXHWWH(GThe Women's Movement in Latin America: 
Participation and Democracy. Boulder. Provinces. Pp 3-21. 
 
Cruz Salas, Luis (2002) La Republica Socialista del 4 de Junio de 
1932.Ediciones Tierra Mia. Santiago de Chile. 
 
'DLUH$ORQVR´&RPHQWDULRVHQWRUQRDXQSHUtRGRGHODKLVWRULDGHO
Partido Comunista de Chile (1950-´,Q9DUDV5LTXHOPH$UD\Dand 
Benavides Ed. El Partido Comunista de Chile. Una Historia Presente. 
Catalonia. Santiago de Chile. Pp121-172 
 
De Castro, Sergio (1992) El Ladrillo. Bases de la Política Económica del 
Gobierno Militar Chileno. Centro de Estudios Publicos (CEP). Santiago de 
Chile. 
 
'LWWPHU/RZHOO ³3ROLWLFDO&XOWXUHDQG3ROLWLFDO6\PEROLVP7RZDUGD
7KHRUHWLFDO6\QWKHVLV´World Politics, Vol. 29, No. 4. Pp. 552-583. 
379 
 
 
 
'UDNH 3DXO  ³&KLOH -´ ,Q %HWKHOO (G Chile Since 
Independence. Cambridge University Press. UK 
 
Duverger, Maurice (1967) Political Parties. Their Organization and Activity in 
the Modern State. Methuen& Co Ltd. London. United States. 
 
----(1954) "Caucus and Branch, Cadre Parties and Mass Parties" excerpet from 
Political parties: Their Organization and Activity in Modern State.  Re-
published in Mair. ed.  The Western European Party System. Oxford University 
Press, 1990. 
 
Elgueta, Belarmino (2008) El Socialismo en Chile durante el siglo XX. 3OD]D\
9DOGpV. Mexico. 
 
Elkins, David J.  (1993) Manipulation and Consent: How Voters and Leaders 
Manage Complexity. University of British Columbia Press. Vancouver, B.C. 
 
(ONLQV 'DYLG DQG 6LPHRQ 5LFKDUG  ³ 5HJLRQDO 3ROLWLFDO &XOWXUH LQ
&DQDGD´Canadian Journal of Political Science Vol.7. No3.  Pp397-437. 
 
----³$&DXVHLQ6HDUFKRILWV(IIHFWRU:KDWGRHV3ROLWLFDO&XOWXUH([SODLQ"´
Comparative Politics, Vol 11. No2. Pp 127-145. 
 
Faundez, Julio  (1992) Izquierdas y Democracia en Chile, 1923-1973.  
Ediciones Bat. Santiago de Chile. Barcelona, España. Caracas, Venezuela. 
380 
 
 
 
)HQDQGH]*LOEHUWR$OH[$´/DWLQ$PHULFD7KH(QGRIWKH:DVKLQJWRQ
&RQVHQVXV7KH6WDWHRI'HPRFUDF\DQGWKH7ZR/HIW´Journal of Developing 
Societies 24,3.Pp. 399-413. 
 
)HUQDQGH] $QQD 0DULD ´%DFKHOHW \ )HUQDQGH] 3Uesidentas 
/DWLQRDPHULFDQDV´Seccion Genero 10.Maquetacion. No1. Pp9-13 
 
---- ³/DV 0XMHUHV HQ OD 3ROLWLFD /DWLQRDPHULFDQD 1XHYRV /LGHUD]JRV
9LHMRV2EVWDFXORV´5HYLVWD1XHYD6RFLHGDG1RPp57-71 
 
)LHOGLQJ6WHYHQ³$FWLYLVWDJDLQVW³$IOXHQFH³/DERXU3DUW\&XOWXUH
GXULQJWKH³*ROGHQ$JH´&LUFD-´ The Journal of British Studies. 
Vol 40.No 2. Pp 241-267. 
 
)RUPLVDQR 5RQDOG 3 ´ 7KH &RQFHSW RI 3ROLWLFDO &XOWXUH´ Journal of 
Interdisciplinary History Vol 31, No 3. Pp393-426. 
 
)UDQFHVFKHW6XVDQQH³(OWULXQIRGH%DFKHOHW\HODVFHQVRSROtWLFRGHODV
PXMHUHV´Nueva Sociedad 202. Pp 13-2 
 
-----(2005) Women and Politics in Chile. London: Lynne Rienner Publishers. 
Inc. 
----  ³:RPHQ LQ 3ROLWLFV LQ 3RVW- Transitional DePRFUDFLHV´
International Feminist Journal of Politics. Vol3.No2.Pp 207-236. 
 
381 
 
 
 
)UHHPDQ-R³7KH3ROLWLFDO&XOWXUHRIWKH'HPRFUDWLFDQG5HSXEOLFDQ
3DUWLHV´ Political Science Quarterly. Vol. 101. No. 3. Pp. 327-356 
 
)UHLV/RUHQD´$YDQFHV\'HVDILRVHQWRUQRDODDXWRQRPLDSROLWLFD´$W
Valdes ed. Genero en el Poder? El Chile de Michelle Bachelet.CEDEM. Chile. 
 
Furci, Carmelo (1984) The Crisis of the Chilean Socialist Party in 
1979.University of London. 
 
)XQN5REHUW´3DUWLHV3HUVRQDOLWies, and the President: The Challenges 
RIWKH%DFKHOHW*RYHUQPHQW¶V3ROLWLFDO1DUUDWLYHV´$W%RU]XWXVN\DQG:HHNV
.The Bachelet Government. Conflict and Consensus in Post Pinochet Chile. 
University Press of Florida. United States.Pp 50-66 
 
Gamboa, RicarGRDQG6DOFHGR5RGULJR´(OIDFFLRQDOLVPRHQHO3DUWLGR
Socialista de Chile. Caracteristicas y efectos políticos en su proceso de toma de 
GHFLVLyQ´Revista de Ciencia Politica.Vol 29.No 3.Pp667-692. 
 
*DPERD5LFDUGRDQG6HJRYLD&DUROLQD´/DV Elecciones Presidenciales 
y Parlamentarias en Chile. Diciembre 2005- (QHUR´Revista de Ciencias 
Politicas.Vol26. No1.Pp84-113 
 
*DUDWH0DQXHO´'HOD(OHFFLyQDO3ULPHU$xRGH*RELHUQRGH0LFKHOOH
%DFKHOHW8Q)HQRPHQR3ROLWLFR"´Nuevo Mundo Nuevos Mundos. Cuestiones 
de Tiempo Presente [online] Available 
382 
 
 
 
athttp://nuevomundo.revues.org/index3538.html[24 April 2007]. 
 
*DUUHWRQ0DQXHO$QWRQLR´El gobierno de Michelle Bachelet y la 
3ROLWLFD&KLOHQD)LQGHXQ&LFOR"´ [online]  Available at 
http://www.manuelantoniogarreton.cl/documentos/2010/gonierno_bachelet_fr.
pdf>.[April 2010] 
 
-------  ³7KH SROLWLFDO 'LYHUVLRQ RI 3URFHVV RI 7UDQVLWLRQ LQ &KLOH´
Smith, Acuña, and Gamarra ed. Democracy, Markets, and Structural Reform in 
Latin America: Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, and Mexico. Transaction 
Publishers .1994.Pp 217-235 
 
*DUUHWyQ0DQXHO$ ³7KH1HZ6RFLR- SROLWLFDO0DWUL[´ In Garretón 
ed. Democracy in Latin America :(Re) constructing Political Society. United 
Nation University Press, Pp 220- 248. 
 
*HQG]HO *OHQ  ³3ROLWLFDO &XOWXUH RI D &RQFHSW´ Journal of 
Interdisciplinary History. Vol28. No2. Pp225-250. 
 
*HRUJH$OH[DQGHU´4XDQWDWLYHDQG4XDOLWDWLYH$SSURaches to Content 
$QDO\VLV´ .ULSSHQGRUI DQG %RFN (G The Content Analysis Reader. Sage 
Publicacions. London, 2009. 
 
Gillham, Bil( 2005) Research Interviewing, The Range of Techniques. Mc 
Graw-Hill Education. Berkshire. 
383 
 
 
 
*RPH] -XDQ &DUORV  ³Bachelet, La Izquierda Neoliberal en 
&KLOH´Megapolitica.No65. Pp64-70 
 
Government of Chile (2007) Agenda Pro Participacion ciudadana. Editorial 
Atenas 
 
Gunther, Richard and Diamond, Larry (2003), Species of Political Parties. A 
new typology. Party Politics, Vol 9, N°2, Pp167-199. 
 
+DJRSLDQ )UDQFHV  ³3DUWLHV DQG 9RWHUV LQ (PHUJLQJ 'HPRFUDFLHV´ ,Q
Boix and Stokes ed. The Oxford Handbook of Comparative Politics. Oxford 
University Press. First Published in Paperback 2009.Pp582- 605 
 
---- ´'HPRFUDF\ DQG 3Rlitical Representation in Latin America in the 
V3DXVHV5HRUJDQL]DWLRQRU'HFOLQH´,Q$JXHURDQG6WDUN(GFaultlines 
of Democracy in Post-Authoriarian Transition in Latin America. Norht- South 
Center Press. University of Main. United States. 
 
---- ³$IWHU 5HJLPH &KDQJH $XWKRULWDULDQ /HJDFLHV 3ROLWLFDO
5HSUHVHQWDWLRQDQGWKH'HPRFUDWLF)XWXUHRI6RXWK$PHULFD´World Politics. 
Vol. 45. No. 3. Pp. 464-500. 
 
Halperin, Ernst (1965) Nationalism and Communism in Chile. The MIT 
Press.USA. 
 
384 
 
 
 
HithcneU'HOO*´3ROLWLFDO6FLHQFHDQG3ROLWLFDO&XOWXUH´7KH:HVWHUQ
Political Quaterley Vol 21. N4. Pp551-559. 
 
Htun, Mala, and Mark P. Jones(2002)"Engendering the right to participate in 
decision-PDNLQJHOHFWRUDOTXRWDVDQGZRPHQ¶VOHDGHUVKLSLQ/DWLQ$PHULFD´
Gender and the politics of rights and democracy in Latin America. Pp 32-56. 
 
,QJOHKDUW5RQDOG³7KH5HQDLVVDQFHRI3ROLWLFDO&XOWXUH´The American 
Political Science Review. Vol 82. Issue 4. Pp1203-1230. 
 
Inglehart, Ronald (1997)  Modernization and Postmodernization, Cultural, 
Economic and Political Change in 43 Societies, University Presses of 
California, Columbia and Princeton. 
 
,]TXLHUGR -RVp 0 DQG 1DYLD 3DWULFLR  ³&DPELR \ Continuidad en la 
(OHFFLyQGH%DFKHOHW´America Latina Hoy. N 46.Pp 75-96 .   
 
,]TXLHUGR-RVp0LJXHO0RUDOHV0DXULFLRDQG1DYLD3DWULFLR´3RUTXH
Bachelet Obtuvo Menos Votos que la Concertación en 2005"´ 3ROLWLFD \
Gobierno.Vol XV. No1. I. Pp 35-73. 
 
Jocelyn-Holt, Alfredo (1998) El Chile Perplejo. Del avanzar sin transar al 
transar sin parar. Planeta Ariel. Santiago de Chile. 
 
Jobet, Julio Cesar (1987a) El Partido Socialista de Chile. Volume I. Colección 
385 
 
 
 
Doctrinas Sociales.Santiago de Chile. 
 
---- (1987b) El Partido Socialista de Chile. Volume II. Colección Doctrinas 
Sociales. Santiago de Chile. 
 
-RQHV0´*HQGHU4XRWDV(OHFWRUDO/DZVDQGWKH(OHFWLRQRI
:RPHQ´ Lessons from the Argentine Provinces. Comparative Political 
Studies. Vol. 31.Pp. 3-21  
 
.DW]5LFKDUGDQG0DLU3HWHU´&KDQJLQJ0RGHOVRI3DUW\2UJDQL]DWLRQV
DQG3DUW\ 'HPRFUDF\7KH(PHUJHQFHRI WKH&DUWHO3DUW\´,Q Party Politics. 
Vol 1. No1.Pp 5-28. 
 
Kay, Diana(1987) Chileans in Exile. Private Struggles, Public 
Lifes.MacMillan. England. 
 
.HQZRUWK\ / DQG 0DODPL 0  ³*HQGHU ,QHTXDOLW\ LQ 3ROLWLFDO
5HSUHVHQWDWLRQ$:RUOGZLGH&RPSDUDWLYH$QDO\VLV´Social Forces. Vol. 78. 
Pp235-268 
 
Kirchheimer, Otto (1966) "The Catch-$OOSDUW\´,Q/D3DORPEDUDDQG:HLQHU
Ed . Political Parties and Political Development. Princeton University Press. 
Pp 177-200. 
 
.LWVFKHOW+HUEHUW´3DUW\6\VWHPV´,Q%RL[DQG6WRNHVHGThe Oxford 
Handbook of Comparative Politics. Oxford University Press. First Published in 
386 
 
 
 
Paperback 2009. Pp522- 554. 
 
----  ³&LWL]HQV  SROLWLFLDQV  DQG SDUW\ FDUWHOOL]DWLRQ 3ROLWLFDO
representation and state failure in post-LQGXVWULDO GHPRFUDFLHV´ ,Q European 
Journal of Political Research.Pp 149-179. 
 
----(1996) The Transformations of European Social Democracy.2nd Edition. 
Cambridge University Press. 
 
----( 1993a) "Social Movements, Political Parties and Democratic Theory ".In 
Annals of the American Academy of Political and Social Science. Citizen, 
Protest and Democracy. Vol 528. Pp13-29. 
 
----E³&ODVV6WUXFWXUHDQG6RFLDO'HPRFUDWLF3DUW\´,Q Brithis Journal 
of Political Science. Vol 23. No3.Pp299-337. 
 
----(1988) "Lef- Libertarian Parties: Explaining Innovation in Competitive 
Party System". In World Politics.Vol 40. N° 2.Pp 194-234. 
 
 
Kistchelt , Herbert;  Hawkins, Kirk; Luna, Juan Pablo; Rosas, Guillermo and 
Zechmeister, Elizabeth (2010) Latin American Party System. Cambridge 
University Press. United States of America. 
 
387 
 
 
 
Krippendorf, Klaus (2004) Contente Analysi, An Introduction to its 
Methodology.Sage Publications. London. 
 
.XUW] 0DUFXV ³7KH 'LOHPPD RI 'HPRFUDF\ LQ WKH 2SHQ
(FRQRP\´:RUOG3ROLWLFV3S-302. 
 
Lagos, Gustavo (1983) La No Violencia: Teoría y Práctica.  Editorial Privade, 
Ilades. Santiago de Chile. 
 
LaPalombara, Joseph DQG :HLQHU 0\URQ ´7KH 2ULJLQV DQG
'HYHORSPHQW RI 3ROLWLFDO 3DUWLHV´ ,Q /D3DORPEDUD DQG :HLQHU HG Political 
Parties and Political Development. Princeton University Press.Pp 3-42 
 
/HFKQHU1RUEHUWR³7KHWUDQVIRUPLQJRI3ROLWLFV´,Q$JXHURDQd Stark 
Ed.  Faultlines of Democracy in Post-Authoriarian Transition in Latin 
America. Norht- South Center Press. University of Main. United States. 
 
/HFKQHU1RUEHUWR³7KHWUDQVIRUPLQJRI3ROLWLFV´,Q$JXHURDQG6WDUN
Ed.  Faultlines of Democracy in Post-Authoriarian Transition in Latin 
America. Norht- South Center Press. University of Main. United States. 
 
Lee, Soon ±-RR´0LFKHOOH%DFKHOHWHO6LJQLILFDGRGHOD(PHUJHQFLDGH
OD 3ULPHUD 3UHVLGHQWD &KLOHQD \ VX /LGHUD]JR´$VLDQ -RXUQDO RI /DWLn 
American Studies.Vol.20.No1.   
 
388 
 
 
 
/HJDUG 5RELQ .HHJDQ -LOO DQG :DUG .LW ´,Q 'HSWK ,QWHUYLHZV´ ,Q
Ritchie and Lewis ed. Qualitative Research Practice. A Guide for Social 
Science Students and Researches.138-168. 
 
Levitzky, Steven and Freidenberg, FODYLD³,QIRUPDO,QVWLWXWLRQVDQG
3DUW\2UJDQLVDWLRQLQ/DWLQ$PHULFD´,Q+HOPNHDQG/HYLVWN\HG Informal 
Institutions and Democracy. Lessons from Latin America. John Hopkins 
University Press, Baltimore.Pp177-197. 
 
Levisky, Steve and Wolfson, LeandUR³'HOVLQGLFDOLVPRDOFOLHQWHOLVPR
La transformación de los vínculos partido-sindicatos en el Peronismo, 1983-
´Desarrollo Económico. Vol 44. No 173. Pp. 3-32. 
 
Linz, Juan  and Stepan, Alfred (1996) Problems of Democratic Transition and 
Consolidation: Southern Europe, South America, and Post-Communist Europe. 
The John Hopkins University Press, Baltimore-Maryland. 
 
/LSVHW 6H\PRXU  DQG 5RNNDQ 6WHLQ  ³&OHDYDJHV 6WUXFWXUHV 3DUW\
6\VWHPV DQG9RWHU$OLJQPHQW$Q ,QWURGXFWLRQ´ ,Q /LSVHW Dnd Rokkan edit. 
Party System and Voters Alignment: Cross National Perspective. The Free 
Press. 
 
 
Macaulay, Fiona (2006) Gender Politics in Brazil and Chile: the Role of 
389 
 
 
 
Parties in National and Local Policymaking. Houndmills, 
Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan. 
 
-----³:RPHQDQG3ROLWLFV´ ,Q%X[WRQDQG3KLOOSV(G'HYHORSPHQWV LQ
Latin America Political Economy. Manchester University Press. NewYork- 
Manchester. 
 
Michels, Robert (1968) Political Parties, A sociological Study of the 
Oligarchical Tendencies of Modern Democracy. The Free Press, paperback 
edition. 
 
Milos, Pedro (2008) Frente Popular en Chile. Su configuración: 1935-
1938.Lom. Chile. 
 
Moises,  Jose Alvaro (1993) Electios, Political Parties and Political Culture in 
%UD]LO&KDQJHVDQG&RQWLQXLWLHV´. Journal of Latin American Studies. Vol 25 
No3. Pp575-611. 
 
0RUDOHV 0DXULFLR  ³/D 3ULPHUD 0XMHU 3UHVLGHQWD GH &KLOH ¢4Xp
Explicó el Triunfo de Michelle Bachelet en las elecciones de 2005±2006? Latin 
American Research Review. Vol. 43. No. 1. Pp7-32. 
 
0RRUH *ZHQ DQG 6KDFNPDQ *HQH  ³*HQGHU DQG $XWKRULW\ $ &URVV
1DWLRQDO6WXG\´Social Science Quaterly. Vol 77.No2.Pp273-288. 
 
390 
 
 
 
0RWWD6DUD³7KH&KLOHDQ6RFLDOLVW3DUW\36&K&RQVWUXFWLQJ&RQVHQW
and Desarticulating Dissent to Neoliberal +HJHQRP\LQ&KLOH´British Journal 
of Politics & International Relations. Volume 10 Issue 2. 303 ± 327 
 
MouliaQ7RPDV³El gobierno de Michelle Bachelet: las perspectivas de 
FDPELR´Observatorio Social de America Latina. Clacso, Consejo 
Latinoamericano de Ciencias Sociales. Buenos Aires, Argentina. Año VI. No19 
.Pp 131-135. 
 
---------(2002) Chile actual: Anatomía de un mito. LOM Ediciones. 
 
 
0XQFN*HUDUGR/DQG/HII&DURO6NDOQLN³0RGHVRI7UDQVLWLRQDQG
'HPRFUDWL]DWLRQ 6RXWK $PHULFD DQG (DVWHUQ (XURSH LQ &RPSDUDWLYH´ ,Q
Comparative Politics Transitions to Democracy: A Special Issue . Vol. 29. No. 
3. Pp. 343-362. 
 
 
1DYLD 3DWULFLR D ³/RV UHOHYRV JHQHUDFLRQDOHV HQ OD SROtWLFD FKLOHQD´ 
Revista UDP Pensamiento y Cultura .Año 3. Número 3. Enero 2007 
 
------E´4XHOHSDVRD%DFKHOHW´Nueva Sociedad Vol212. Nov-Dic Pp 4-
14 
 
----- ³/D (OHFFLyQ 3UHVLGHQFLDO GH  HQ &KLOH´Revista 
Iberoamericana de Analisis Politico. Debate Politico. Pp215-228 
391 
 
 
 
Nesbitt-/DUNLQJ3DXO³0HWKRGRORJLFDO1RWHVRQWKH6WXG\RI3ROLWLFDO
&XOWXUH´ Political Psychology. Vol 13. N°1.Pp79-90. 
 
North, Lisa (1´(O $35$ \ HO &DPELR 6RFLDO HQ 3HUX´  Desarrollo 
Económico. Vol. 10. No. 38.Pp. 163-214 . 
 
1RUULV3LSSD³%UHDNLQJWKH%DUULHUV3RVLWLYH'LVFULPLQDWLRQ3ROLFLHV
IRU:RPHQ´LQ-\HWWH.ODXVHQDQG&KDUOHV60DLHU(G Has Liberalism Failed 
Women? Parity, Quotas and Political Representation1<6W0DUWLQ¶V3S-
110. 
 
1RUULV3$QG,QJOHKDUW5³&XOWXUH2EVWDFOHVWRHTXDOUHSUHVHQWDWLRQ´ 
Journal of Democracy. Vol. 12.No 3..Pp 126-140. 
 
1XJHQW'DYLG  ³+D\DGH OD7RUUH DQG$35$´$W  Brunk ed. Heroes 
and Hero Cults in Latin America. University of Texas Press. Austin. Texas. 
 
2DNHVKRWW 0LFKDHO  ³4Xp HV VHU FRQVHUYDGRU´ Revista de Estudios 
Públicos. N° 11. Pp245-270. 
 
2¶'RQQHOO*XLOOHUPRµµ'HOHJDWLYH'HPRFUDF\¶¶Journal of 
Democracy .Vol5. No 1. Pp55±69.  
 
2ODYDUULD0DUJRW  ´3URWHFWHG 1HROLEHUDOLVP SHUYHUVH
Institutionalization and the Crisis of Representation in Postdictatorship 
&KLOH´Latin American Perspective. Issue 133. Vol 30. No 6.Pp10-38. 
392 
 
 
 
Ominami, CarlRV DQG -RLJQDQW $OIUHGR  ³/D KRUD GH OD YHUGDG´,Q
Ominami ed. El Debate Silenciado.LOM. Santiago. 
 
Oppenheim, Louis Hecht (2007) Politics in Chile. Socialism, Authoritarianism 
and Market Democracy. Third Edition. Westview Press. United States. 
 
Panebianco, Angelo (1988) Political Parties: Organization and Power. 
Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, New York, Sidney. 
 
3LFD]R9HUGHMR,QHV´(O3DUWLGR6RFLDOLVWDGH&KLOH´,Q$OFDQWDUDDQG
Freidenberg ed Partidos Politicos de America Latina. Cono Sur. Instituto 
Federal Electoral. Fondo de Cultura Economica. Mexico. Pp311-329. 
 
3L]]RUQR$OHVVDQGUR³,QWHUHVWDQG3DUWLHVLQ3OXUDOLVP´,Q%HJHUHGLW 
Organizing Interest in Western Europe. Cambridge University Press. Pp 249-
286. 
 
Pieper-MoRQH\  -DGZLJD ( ³ 0LOLWDQW 0RWKHUKRRG 5H-visited: 
:RPHQ¶V 3DUWLFLSDWLRQ DQG 3ROLWLFDO 3RZHU LQ $UJHQWLQD DQG &KLOH´ History 
Compass5/3.Pp 975-994. 
 
Pollack, Benny and Rosenkranz, Hernan (1986) Revolutionary Social 
Democracy. The Chilean Socialist Party. Frances Pinter. London. 
 
3RUWHU%ULDQ´&RQVWUXFWLQJ&RQWHVWDWLRQ&RDOLWLRQVDQG3XUSRVHV7KH 
393 
 
 
 
&DXVHV RI 1HROLEHUDO 5HVWUXFWXULQJ DQG LWV )DLOXUHV´ Latin American 
Perspectives. Issue 154.Vol 34.Pp.3-24. 
 
Przeworski, Adam and Sprague, John ( 1986) Paper Stones, a history of 
Electoral Socialism. University of Chicago Press. 
 
Pye, Lucien W. and Sidney Verba (1965) Political Culture and Political 
Development. Princeton University Press. Princeton, New Jersey. 
 
5HKUHQ$OIUHGR³&OLHQWHOLVPRPolitico, Corrupcion y Etica en la Nueva 
'HPRFUDFLD &KLOHQD´ $W 'UDNH DQG -DNVLF HG El Modelo Chileno. 
Democracia y Desarollo en los Noventa. LOM editors. Santiago de Chile. 
 
5HLVLQJHU:LOOLDP³7KH5HQDLVVDQFHRID5XEULF3ROLWLFDO&XOWXUHDVD
&RQFHSWDQG7KHRU\´International Journal of Public Opinion Research Vol7, 
N4. Pp328- 352. 
 
Ritchie, Jan and Lewis, Jane  (2003) Qualitative Research Practice. A Guide 
for Social Science Students and Researches. Sage Publications. London 
 
Roberts, Kenneth (1998) Deepening Democracy? The modern left and Social 
Movements in Chile and Peru,  Standford University Press, Standfor, 
California. 
 
---- ³5HWKLQNLQJ(FRQRPLF$OWHUQDWLYHV/HIW3DUWLHVDQGWKH$UWLFXODWLRQ
394 
 
 
 
RI 3RSXODU 'HPDQGV LQ &KLOH DQG 3HU~´ ,Q Chambers, Vilas, Hite, Martin, 
Piester and Segarra ed. The New Politics of Inequalities in Latin America. 
Rethinking Participation and Representation Oxford University Press, USA. 
 
Rojas, Eduardo (2008)  Los Murmullos y Silencios de la Calle. Los Socialistas 
Chilenos y Michelle Bachelet. Unsam Edita. Universidad Nacional del General 
San Martin. 
 
Salazar, Gabriel  and Pinto, Julio (1999) Historia Contemporánea de Chile. 
Volume I Estado, Legitimidad, Ciudadania. LOM Ediciones. 
---(199b) Historia Contemporanea de Chile. Volumen 4 Hombria y Feminidad. 
LOM Ediciones. Santiago. 
 
6DQFKH] )HUQDQGR ´ 3DUWLGRV SROtWLFRV HQ $PpULFD &HQWUDO
WUDQVIRUPDFLRQHV \ OtQHDV SDUD VX IRUWDOHFLPLHQWR´ ,Q %HQGHOO (G 3DUWLGRV
SROtWLFRV \ VLVWHPD GH SDUWLGRV HQ &HQWURDPprica. )XQGDFLyQ 'U. Guillermo 
Manuel Ungo. San Salvador. Salvador.Pp 459-486. 
 
Sartori, Giovanni (1976)  Party and Party System. Volume I: A Framework for 
Analysis.  Cambridege University Press. 
 
----³&RQFHSW0LVIRUPDWLRQLQ&RPSDUDWLYH3ROLWLFV´,n  The American 
Polticial Science Review. Vol 64. No 4 . Pp 1033-1053. 
 
6HKQEUXQFK.LUVWHQ´7KH&KLOHDQ3UHVLGHQWLDO(OHFWLRQVRI-2006. 
395 
 
 
 
0RUH &RQWLQXLWLHV WKDQ &KDQJH´3DSHU  &ODVV ZRUNLQJ SDSHUV&HQWHU IRU
Latin Amercian Studies. UC Berkeley. 
 
6LDYHOLV3HWHU³$FFRPPRGDWLQJ,QIRUPDO,QVWLWXWLRQVDQG&KLOHDQ
'HPRFUDF\´,Q+HOPNHDQG/HYLVWN\HG Informal Institutions and Democracy. 
Lessons from Latin America. John Hopkins University Press, Baltimore.Pp33-
55 
 
Snape , Dawn and Spencer, /L]   ³ 7KH )RXQGDWLRQV RI 4XDOLWDWLYH
5HVHDUFK´,Q5LWFKLHDQG/HZLVHGQualitative Research Practice. A Guide for 
Social Science Students and Researches.Sage Publication. London. Pp1-23. 
 
Taylor , J. and Bogdan,R. (1984)  Introduction to Qualitative Research 
Methods, 2nd edn. The Search for Meanings. John Wiley and Sons, New York  
 
Taylor, Marcus (2006) From Pinochet to the Third Way. Neoliberalism and 
Social Transformations in Chile. Pluto Press. London. Ann Arbor, MI. 
 
7LDQR6XVDQ´$XWKRUitarianism and Political Culture in Argentina and 
&KLOHLQWKHPLGV´7KH/DWLQ$PHULFD6WXGLHV$VVRFLDWLRQ/DWLQ$PHULFD
Research Review. Vol 21.N 1.Pp73-90. 
 
7ULSS$LOL0DULDQG.DQJ$OLFH³7KH*OREDO,PSDFWRI4XRWDV2QWKH
Fast Track to IQFUHDVHG)HPDOH/HJLVODWLYH5HSUHVHQWDWLRQ´Comparative 
396 
 
 
 
Political Studies. Volume 41 No 3. Pp338-361 
 
7REDU 0DUFHOD  ³&KLOHDQ )HPLQLVP DQG 6RFLDO 'HPRFUDF\ IURP WKH
'HPRFUDWLF 7UDQVLWLRQ WR %DFKHOHW´How Pink is the pink tide? March- April 
2007.Pp 25-29. 
 
 
9DOGHV7HUHVD´/DHTXLGDGGHJHQHURGHPRFUDFLDHQORSXEOLFR\HQOR
SULYDGR´$W4XLURJDDQG(QVLJQLD(G Chile en la Concentracion 1990-2010. 
Una mirada critica, balance y perspectivas.Friedrich Ebert Stiftung. Santiago 
de Chile. 
 
Valenzuela, Arturo (1991)  The Breakdown of Democractic Regimes. Chile. 8th 
Edition. John Hopkins University Press. 
 
9DOHQ]XHOD-6DPXHO³7KH2ULJLQVDQG7UDQVIRUPDWLRQVRIWKH&KLOHDQ
3DUW\6\VWHP´:RUNLQJ3DSHU3S-60. 
 
---------  ³'HPocratic Consolidation in Post- Transitional Settings: 
1RWLRQ3URFHVV DQG)DFLOLWDWLQJ&RQGLWLRQV´ ,Q0DLQZDULQJ2
'RQQHOO DQG
Valenzuela ed. Issues in Democratic Consolidation. The New South American 
in Comparative Perspective, Pp 105- 152. 
 
Valenzuela - 6DPXHO DQG 6FXOO\ 7LPRWK\  ³)URP 'HPRFUDF\ WR
Democracy: Continuities and Changes of Electoral Choices and the Party 
397 
 
 
 
6\VWHPLQ&KLOH´Working Paper #199. Pp 1-29. 
 
9DUDV$XJXVWR³)DFWRUHVQDFLRQDOHVHLQWHUQDFLRQDOHVGHODSROtWLFD
interna del Partido Comunista de Chile (1922-´,Q9DUDV5LTXHOPH
Araya and Benavides Ed. El Partido Comunista de Chile. Una Historia 
Presente. Catalonia. Santiago de Chile. Pp 51-74 
 
Van Biezen, Ingrid (2003) "The place of Parties in Contemporary Democracy". 
In  Western European Politics.Vol 26, N° 3.Pp 171-18 
 
----(2000) Political Parties in New Democracies. Palgrave. 
 
Van Biezen, Ingrid and Hopkin, Jonathan  (2006) "Party Organization in 
Multilevel Contexts". In Hough and Jeffery ed.  Devolution and Electoral 
Politics. Manchester University Press. 
 
9HODVFR -XDQ-DFRER³0LFKHOOH%DFKHOHW\ ORV9LHQWRVGH&DPELRHQ
&KLOH´ Centro Argentino de Estudios. Programa America Latina. Working 
Paper 
 
Vennesson, Pascal (2008). ³&DVH VWXGLHV DQG SURFHVV WUacing: theories and 
SUDFWLFHV´,Q'HOOD3RUWD	.HDWLQJHGApproaches and Methodologies in the 
Social Sciences. Cambridge University Press. 
 
:D\OHQ *HRUJLQD  ³*HQGHU DQG 'HPRFUDWLF 3ROLWLFV $ FRPSDUDWLYH
398 
 
 
 
Analysis of the Consolidation in Argentina DQG &KLOH³ Journal of Latin 
America Studies [online] 
Available at <http://journal.cambridge.org >[17 January 2008] 
 
---- ³*HQGHUDQG*RYHUQDQFH'HPRFUDWLF&RQVROLGDWLRQDQG(FRQRPLF
5HIRUP´Journal of International Development, J. Int. Dev. 10, 957-967. 
 
---- ³Women and Democratization: Conceptualizing Gender Relations in 
7UDQVLWLRQ´World Politics. Vol. 46. No. 3.Pp. 327-354. 
 
 ----³:RPHQ¶V0RYHPHQWVDQG'HPRFUDWL]DWLRQLQ/DWLQ$PHULFD´Third 
World Quarterly. Vol 14. N°3. Pp 573- 587. 
 
Weber, Robert Philip (1985)Basic Content Analysis.Sage Publications. 
Beverley Hills. 
 
:LQ3HWHU³7KH3LQRFKHW(UD´,Q:LQ(GVictims of the Chilean 
Miracle. Workers and Neoliberalism in the Pinochet Era, 1972-2002. 2dn 
Edition. Duke University Press. Durham and London. 
:UHQ $QQH DQG 0F(OZDLQ .HQQHWK 0 ´9RWHUV DQG 3DUWLHV´ ,Q%RL[
and Stokes ed. The Oxford Handbook of Comparative Politics. Oxford 
University Press. First Published in Paperback 2009.Pp555-581. 
 
 
399 
 
 
 
Chilean Socialist Party (PSCh) Documents 
 
Official Documents 
 
Chilean Socialist Party, Foundation Act, 1933.   
 
Chilean Socialist Party, Statement of Principles, 1934. 
 
Chilean Socialist Party, National Programme, 1947. 
 
Chilean Socialist Party, Conclusions of the National Congress, 1957. 
 
Chilean Socialist Party, Strategic Guideline, 1964. 
 
Chilean Socialist Party, Conclusions of the Congress Conclusions, Chillan, 
1967. 
 
Chilean Socialist Party, Conclusions of the National Congress , La Serena, 
1971a. 
 
Chilean Socialist Party, Conclusions of the Central Committee meeting,  
Algarrobo, 1971b. 
 
Chilean Socialist Party , The March Document, 1974. 
 
Chilean Socialist Party, Political Document, 1975. 
400 
 
 
 
 
Chilean Socialist Party ,  General Secretary Carlos Altamirano Approaches to 
Basic Political Definitions [Planteamientos  del Secretario General Carlos 
Altamirano sobre cuestiones primordiales de definición política y organica] 
1976. 
 
Chilean Socialist Party, XXIV Congress Document, Paris, France , 1980. 
 
Chilean Socialist Party- Almeyda´s Group,  3DUW\¶V*HQHUDO6WUDWHJ\WR
Achieve Power  [Acerca  de la Estrategia General del Partido por la Conquista 
del Poder] Date not available 
 
Chilean Socialist Party- Almeyda´s Group , Alternatives to Face the Crisis 
[Alternativas Frente a la Crisis] Date not available. 
 
Chilean Socialist Party- Almeyda´s Group , &RQFOXVLRQVRI$OPH\GD¶V*URXS
Meeting, 1986. 
 
Chilean Socialist Party -  XXIV Congress Group Álzate Chile! Boletín 
informativo del secretariado Europa ;Vol IV; N.7, July- August, 1985.     
 
Chilean Socialist Party -  XXIV Congress Group , Conclusions of XXIV 
Congress, August 1985. 
 
Chilean Socialist Party ±Nuñez´ Group, 'LVFRXUVH3DUW\¶VJHQHUDOVHFUHWDU\
401 
 
 
 
Ricardo Nuñez to the Central Committee [Exposición del Secretario General  
Ricardo Nuñez al Comité Central] 31st October, 1986. 
 
Chilean Socialist Party ±Nuñez´ Group, 'LVFRXUVH3DUW\¶VJHQHUDOVHFUHWDU\
Ricardo Nuñez to the Central Committee [Exposición del Secretario General  
Ricardo Nuñez al Comité Central] , 1st to 4th of November, 1986. 
 
Chilean Socialist Party ±Nuñez, Democracy and Change, 1987.   
 
Chilean Socialist Party ,  Political and Doctrinaire  Agreement regarder to 
Socialist Unity[  Acuerdo político-doctrinario de la Unidad Socialista PSCh], 
1990. 
 
Chilean Socialist Party , Statement of Principles , 1991. 
 
Chilean Socialist Party, Unity Congress- Salvador Allende  [Congreso de 
Unidad Salvador Allende] 1990. 
 
Chilean Socialist Party, Women´s Programme ,1994. 
 
Chilean Socialist Party, Socialist Project, An Alternative from the Socialist 
left,1996. 
 
Chilean Socialist Party, Conclusions of the Extraordinary Congress- Clodomiro 
Almeyda [Resoluciones Congreso General Extraordinario Clodomiro 
402 
 
 
 
Almeyda] , 1998. 
 
Chilean Socialist Party, Conclusions of the XXVI National Congress- Truth and 
Justice [Resoluciones XXVI Congreso Ordinario Verdad y Justicia]  2001 
 
Chilean Socialist Party , Conclussions of the National Conference for Internal 
Organisation  [Resoluciones de la Conferencia Nacional de Organización], 
2002. 
 
Chilean Socialist Party, 3DUW\¶6WDtutes, 2003. 
 
Chilean Socialist Party, XXVII National Congress Document  [Congreso 
Partido Socialista de Chile] , 2005. 
 
Chilean Socialist Party, Reports of the National Secretariats for the XXVII 
National Congress[ Informes de Secretarias y Comisiones Nacionales],2005b. 
 
 Chilean Socialist Party,  Political Report of the President of the Party, Ricardo 
Nuñez, to the Central Committee [Informe Politico del Presidente  del Partido, 
Ricardo Nuñez, al pleno del comité central] 12 March, 2005 
 
Chilean Socialist Party , Conclussion  of the XXXVIII National Congress- 
Salvador Allende [Resoluciones del XXVIII Congreso  General Ordinario 
Salvador Allende  Gossens],2008. 
 
403 
 
 
 
Chilean Socialist Party , Conclussion XXIX National Congress- Eugenio 
Gonzalez [Resoluciones del XXIX Congreso General Ordinario Eugenio 
Gonzales], 2011. 
 
 
Michelle Bachelet´s Documents 
 
Bachelet, Michelle Campaign Programme, 2005 
 
Bachelet, Michelle, Letter to the Chilean Community abroad [Carta de 
Michelle Bachelet a Comunidad Chilena en el exterior] , 2005. 
 
Bachelet, Michelle, Closing Campaign Discourse, 8th December 2005. 
 
Bachelet, Michelle, Election Day Discourse, 11th December 2005 
 
Bachelet, Michelle, Election Day Discourse 15th January 2006 
 
Bachelet, Michelle , Inauguration Day Discourse at La Moneda Palace, 11th 
March 2006b. 
 
Bachelet, Michell, Discourse at the General Council of the Chilean Socialist 
Party, 2006. 
 
 
Other Documents 
 
 
Allende, Salvador. Chilean Path to Socialism. State of the Nation, 21 May 1971.  
 
404 
 
 
 
Popular Unity, Basic Programme of Government, 1969. 
 
Socialist Block   Chileans Socialist Manifesto [Manifiesto de los Socialistas 
Chilenos], 1983. 
 
Democratic Alliance,  National Agreement for the Transition to Democracy, 4th 
September 1985. 
 
Democratic Alliance, Basis for Support of the Democratic Regime. Deepening 
the National Agreement1986. 
 
Popular Democratic Movement,  Democratic and Revolutionary Programme   
,1986. 
 
Popular Democratic Movement , Closing Discourse  of the First National 
Assambly of the PDM ± Greetings to the People of Chile .Cuadernos  de 
Orientación Socialista; Nº 17; Abril 1984; pp. 42- 44. 
 
Popular Democratic Movement , The PDM to the People of Chile- First 
Aniversary . Cuadernos de Orientación Socialista; Nº19; Noviembre 1984; pp. 
74- 80. 
 
Popular Democratic Movement, PDM National Asambly- Our Democratic 
Proposition of Unity and Struggle.Cuaderno de Orientación Socialista; Nº 20, 
Abril de 1985; pp. 45- 64. 
405 
 
 
 
Press Documents 
 
 
%DFKHOHWVDOHDHQFDUDUD/DYLQ\3LQHUD´$YDLODEOHDW
www.redmujeresconbachelet.net. [8th February 2012] 
 
 
Continuidad de Martner en la presidencia genera consenso (2005). Available at 
http://www.socialismo-chileno.org/PS [10th February 2012] 
 
La hora de los barones (2011). Available at http://www.socialismo-chileno.org/PS 
[10th February 2012] 
 
 
Martner Pierde la dirección del Partido Socialista (17-10-2011) Available at 
http://www.socialismo-chileno.org/PS [10th February 2012] 
 
 
Martner sufre la rebelión del PS(17-10-2011) Available at http://www.socialismo-
chileno.org/PS [10th February 2012] 
 
 
El Error de Martner. Available at http://www.socialismo-chileno.org/PS [10th 
February 2012] 
 
 
Como se resolvió la salida del ex presidente socialista ( La nación domingo 
2005). Available at http://www.socialismo-chileno.org/PS [10th February 2012] 
 
 
La nueva directiva PS da garantías a pre candidata Michelle Bachelet. 
Available at http://www.socialismo-chileno.org/PS [10th February 2012] 
 
 
Qouta Law,Women in Politics. Chilean National Congress Press. Available at  
http://www.bcn.cl/de-que-se-habla/femicidio-una-nueva-prioridad [8th March 2012] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
406 
 
 
 
Appendix 1 
List of Interviewees 
 
1. Ana Bell  ( Trade Union Leader, Santiago) 
2. Carlos Montes ( Deputy, Santiago) 
3. Carolina Rey ( Member, Valparaiso) 
4. Denisse Pascal (Deputy, Santaigo) 
5. Francisco Diaz (Central Committee member , Santiago) 
6. Gonzalo Martner (Former PSCh presidente 2003-2005, 
Santiago) 
7. Marcelo Diaz (Deputy, Valparaiso) 
8. Marcelo Schilling (Deputy, Valparaiso) 
9. Marco Enriquez (Former Socialist Deputy, San Jose- Costa 
Rica) 
10. Osvaldo Puccio (Member, Santiago) 
11. Soledad Barria (President regional committee, Sanitago) 
12. Victor del Solar (Socialist youth,member, Valparaiso) 
13. Arturo Barrios (Central committee member, Santiago) 
14. Camilo Escalona (Senator, Santiago) 
15. Carlos Ominami (Former socialist Senator, Santiago) 
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16. Carmen Andrade (Member, Santiago) 
17. Carolina Carrera (Member, Santiago) 
18. Cecilia Suarez (Central Committee member, Santiago) 
19. Cesar Barra (Central Committee member, Valparaiso) 
20. Eduardo Muñoz (Member, Valparaiso) 
21. Ernesto Aguila (Member, Santiago) 
22. German Correa (Member, Santiago) 
23. Juan Azua (Central Committe member, Santiago) 
24. Osvaldo Acosta (Socialist Youth, Santiago) 
25. Paddy Ahumada(Member, Valparaiso) 
26. Paula Quintana (Central Committe member, Valparaiso) 
27. Ricardo Solari (Member, Santiago) 
28. Roberto Pizarro (Member, Santiago) 
29. Sergio Aguilo (Deputy, Santiago) 
30. Ricardo Núñez (Former party president 2005-2006, Santiago) 
31. Mario Mandiola (Member, Valparaiso ) 
32. Roberto  Iribarra (Member, Valparaiso) 
33. Claudio Opazo ( Member, Valparaiso) 
34. Katrina Sanguinnetti (Member, Valparaiso). 
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35. Rafael Almarza (Member, Valparaiso). 
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Appendix 2 
 
Regional and Communal Committees of the PSCh  
in 2010 
 
 
 
 
 
Region 
Number of 
Regional 
Committee 
per Region 
Number of 
PSCh 
Communal 
Committees 
per Region 
Number of 
Municipalit
ies per 
Region 
REGION OF ARICA AND PARINACOTA 1 1 4 
REGION OF TARAPACA 1 3 7 
REGION OF ANTOFAGASTA 1 7 9 
REGION OF ATACAMA 1 9 9 
REGION OF COQUIMBO 1 9 15 
REGION OF VALPARAISO 1 25 38 
REGION OF O'HIGGINS 1 26 33 
REGION OF MAULE 1 18 30 
REGIONOF BIO BIO 1 37 54 
REGION OF ARAUCANIA 1 23 32 
REGION OF LOS LAGOS 1 26 30 
REGION OF LOS RIOS 1 11 12 
REGION OF AISEN 1 3 10 
REGION OF MAGALLANES AND 
CHILEAN ANTARTICA 1 3 11 
METROPOLITAN REGION (GREATER 
SANTIAGO) 1 44 52 
TOTAL 15 245 346 
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Appendix 3 
Interviews Schedule 
 
I. Personal details: 
Name 
Age 
Years of membership on the party 
 
 How do you define yourself: member or leader of the party? 
 
 
II. Is there a political culture in the Chilean Socialist Party? 
 
1. :KDW36¶SROLWLFDOFXOWXUHLV" 
2. How do you define the PS political culture?  
3.  Who share the PS political culture? Its members? Its leaders?  
4. :KHUH GR \RX WKLQN WKH 36 SROLWLFDO FXOWXUH LV SUHVHQWHG"  ,Q WKH 36¶
FROOHFWLYHERGLHV" ,Q WKH LQWHUQDOPHHWLQJV" ,Q WKHSDUW\¶ VWUXFWXUH" ,Q WKH36
history? AWWKHPHPEHUV¶GDLO\H[SHULHQFHV" 
5. How the members of PS express its political culture? 
6.  Which type of role the leaders have in the development of this political 
culture? Is the PS political culture determined by socialist leaders? Do the 
leaders influence the PS political culture in the same way than common 
members?   
7. How the PS political culture was formed?  
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8. Did party history influence/determine this cultura? Was the PS political 
FXOWXUH LQIOXHQFHG E\ 3LQRFKHW GLFWDWRUVKLS" :DV WKH 36¶ SROLWLFDO FXOWXUH
iQIOXHQFHG E\ SDUW\¶V FULVLV DQG GLYLVLRQ EHWZHHQ  DQG " ,Q ZKLFK
way?   
9. What event influenced the PS political culture? Was influenced by 1988 
UHIHUHQGXP":DV WKH36¶SROLWLFDO FXOWXUH LQIOXHQFHGE\&RQFHUWDFLyQ¶V UXOH"
Was influenced by Lagos administration?  
10. ,V WKH FXUUHQW 36¶ SROLWLFDO FXOWXUH WKH VDPH FXOWXUH H[SHULHQFHG LQ
Allende government? If is not, which are the main differences? Is another 
culture?  
11. +RZ 0$38 RU &KULVWLDQ OHIW SHRSOH LQIOXHQFHG WKH 36¶ SROLWLFDO
culture?  
12. Did these political groups determine the presence of party factions?  
13. How the internal factions were form? How these factions influence the 
36¶ SROLWLFDO FXOWXUH" +RZ LV WKH SROLWLFDO FXOWXUH RI WKH 36 H[SUHVVHG E\ LWV
deferent factions? Are the internal group expressions RU FRQVHTXHQFHVRI36¶
culture?   
14. How do internal factions influence nominations of candidates? Are 
these nominations determined by internal factions?  
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III. How does the PSCh political culture help us to understand and explain the 
election of Michelle Bachelet as the first female President of Chile? 
 
1. What are the characteristics of a good Socialist presidential candidate? 
:K\DUH WKRVH JRRG FKDUDFWHULVWLFVRI D6RFLDOLVW¶ FDQGLGDWH"$UH WKHUHRWKHU
characteristics?  
2. Are those characteristics expressions of 36¶SROLWLFDOFXOWXUH",VWKH36¶
political culture expressed by them? In which way? Are those characteristics 
H[SUHVVHGE\WKHSURILOHRIVRFLDOLVW¶SUHVLGHQWLDOFDQGLGDWH" 
3. Are the characteristics of socialist presidential candidates influenced by 
gender OLQNDJHV ZLWK DQ LQWHUQDO IDFWLRQ DJH RU WKH UHODWLRQVKLS ZLWK SDUW\¶V
leaders? Are there other factors relevant to be nominated presidential 
candidate?  
4. :KLFK ZDV WKH PRVW LPSRUWDQW FKDUDFWHULVWLF LQ %DFKHOHW¶ VHOHFWLRQ"
Was Bachelet nomination influenFHGE\KHUFKDULVPDOLIH¶KLVWRU\KHUOLQNDJHV
with NI; her performance as Health Minister or the polls? Was the internal 
support from the members of the party relevant in her nomination?  
5. :DVLPSRUWDQWWREHORQJWRDQLQWHUQDOIDFWLRQLQ%DFKHOHW¶VFDVH? Was 
the support of her internal faction relevant for her nomination? In which ways 
they were relevant?  
6. What was the difference between Bachelet and other Socialist 
presidential candidates?  
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7. Was Bachelet different to Lagos and Allende? In which way?  
8. HoZGR\RXGHILQH%DFKHOHW¶VFKDUDFWHUFRPSDULQJ$OOHQGHDQG/DJRV"
Is Bachalet consequence of Allende and Lagos legacy?  Is Bachelet heiress of 
those legacies? Did Bachelet mark a difference with Allende and Lagos? In 
which way?   
9. How do you define Bachelet¶VFKDUDFWHU" 
10. What was your opinion of Bachelet when she became minister of 
health? Did your opinion change later?  
 
IV. What did the election of Michelle Bachelet mean for this political culture? 
 
1. +RZ GLG \RX GHILQH %DFKHOHW¶V FDPSDLJQ" +RZ GR \RX GHILQH her 
campaign now? 
2. :DV%DFKHOHW¶VFDQGLGDF\DWUDGLWLRQDOVRFLDOLVWRQH"'LGKHUFDQGLGDF\
change the profile of presidential candidates?  
3. Was Bachelet a leader of PS in 2005? Is Bachelet a party leader now? 
Did her presidential nomination change her position inside the party? How and 
why?  
4. :KDW ZDV WKH PHDQLQJ RI %DFKHOHW¶V FDQGLGDF\ WR WKH 36" 'LG KHU
candidacy renew the participation inside the party? Did her candidacy change 
the party?  
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5. Did the PS become more democratic as a consequence of her 
nomination? Did her nomination deepen the difference between internal 
factions? Did her nomination change the relation between leaders and 
members? 
6. How the Socialist political culture was reflected by her candidacy? 
How were the internal factions express in her candidacy and campaign?  
7. +RZ GRHV WKH 36¶ SROLWLFDO FXOWXUH H[SUHVV RQ %DFKHOHW¶V FDQGLGDF\"
Which aspects were expressed the most? Is her candidacy an expression of 
changes inside the political culture of the party?  
8. What types of changes were introduced by %DFKHOHW¶VFDQGLGDF\"$UH
those changes still present on the political culture?  
 
 
 
 
 
